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PBEFAOS. 



In presenting thie aecond volame of "Thb 

FaIHBBS OT the GsilhaIT ItEFORHBD ChubCH IR 

EuBOPB Airo Ameeica," a few remarks, in addition 
to what has been eud in the Preface to the first 
volnme, are necessaiy. 

In t^is volnme we ^ve the lives of the Fathers 
of the Chardt in America who entered the ministry 
from 1748 to 1786— belonging to the Colonial 
period of onr coantiy'B history, and incla^g the 
dark years of the American Rerolationaiy "War. 
It includes aQ those who were sent in by the Pathers 
in Holland — whose sapervi^on otot the Ohorch in 
this country ceased abont the year 1791 — a ^^ 
of ministers in this respect pecnliar, and differing 
in some important paiticnlars from those who sac- 
ceeded them. The moet di£9cTiIt, and we may say 
the most necessary part of onr worl^ Is therefore 
(iii) 
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IV PBEFACS. 

accomplished. The most difficult, becanse thrar 
lives and labors lie in an age which is fairly left 
bebiDd, tbe recoTds oF which have been too carelessly 
handled, and therefore imperfectly preserved. The 
most important, becanse what remains to be done 
is nearer our own tame, and the materials for its 
accomplishment are more generally at hand. 

It will be seen, that the hope we expressed in the 
Fre&ce to the first volume, that this volume would 
bring down the work to the present time, is not 
realized. Nevertheless, tbe work is always complete 
for the time which it covers. If life and health are 
granted, tbe next volume, bringing the work down 
to the present time, shall soon follow this. 

It is scarcely uecessaiy to mention that, in German 
quotations from documents or epitaphs, we have 
g^ven tbe original verbatim, even when tbe grammar 
and orthography have been defective — because this 
also 18 history. The same has been done in the 
former volnme, as well as in the Life of Bev. Michael 
Schlatter. 

We hope it will be fbnnd that credit has been 
carefnUy given in the text, or in the notes, to each 
as have kindly rendered ns aeuBtance. If any 

ciq mod t, Google 



PBBFACB. T 

6misBioDB are observed, tbey mast be ascribed, not 
to intention, bat to oversight. This we fear may 
have occnrred in some cases, in bringing together 
materials from so many different eoarces. We 
would also here repeat, what we distinctly annoanced 
in the first volame, that " we have nsed the language 
of oar eoarces in some cases, when we foand it fblly 
adapted to oar purpose." As we wished this to be 
remembered ia reference to oar lives of the Reform- 
ers, BO we desire it to be kept in mind in regard 
to the American Fathers, injustice to oar sources 
and oorselves. 

"We woald also here acknowledge the kind assist- 
ance rendered ns by Bev. Isaac Oerhart and Bev. 
J. "W. Hofimeier, in reading difficult German manu- 
scripts, as well as to many fiiends, known and un- 
known, for prompt and important aid in many ways 
which coald not well be incticated in a formal manner. 

The venerable Dr. Mayer took the pains of tran- 
ecribing carefally many of the old historical doca- 
ments pert^ning to the history of the Church, in 
German, Butch, English, and Latin ; and as these 
are written in a very le^hle hand, we found them 
a very great convemence in our work, as the ori^- 
nab are often very difficult to read. These trane- 
1* 
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cripts being in two boand volamee, with iflgalar 
paging, we hftve frequently referred to th«n instead 
of original docaments, beotuiae the referenoe ia more ** 
easily followed. 

It will be found that some wrcmg dates, whi(^ 
have floated as onrrent in the history of tiie Choroh, 
are changed, or rather corrected. In obitoariea, 
and even in epitaphs, we have in many caees foand 
the dates incorrect. We hare throaghont been 
vety cuefal in regard to dates ; and aa we have had 
the whole historical field open before os, we hope 
the advantages thus afforded will ^ve confidence 
in regard to our -correctnesB, where the dates we 
give may differ &om any in floating docoments 
written or printed. 

As the name Cotas was oniformly applied to the 
Judicatory of the Church, up to the time when the 
supervision of the Pathers in Holland over the 
Church in America ceased, we have thought proper 
to retun that nune, as applied to the Synod pre- 
viooB to that time. 

We have added to this volume some "Axsais 
ABD MxHOsuLR," embodying many &ctB h^oo^ag 
to the histoiy of th« Qerman Befonned (%«R|h ia 
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America, from 1720 to the cloee of the Iwt oentary. 
Tbew we bope will be foood worthy of the Bpaoe 
' Impregnated to tbun. 

The Bentiment bas often been expreeaed, yea, 
printed and preached, hy persons whom prejudice 
or some eelfsh party interest, in ignorance of tbe 
&cta, has rendered unfriendly to the Chnrch — and 
the eentimeat baa been too readily accepted even 
by oar own ministers and members — that tbe 
Fathers who labored in onr churches during the 
last century, were generally in a great measure 
devoid of learning, zeal, piety, and even of correct 
moral character 1 We are greatly mistaken if the 
simple record here made, in all tmtbfolnesB, of their 
lives and labors, will not effectually repel such bold 
slanders of the worthy dead, and put the de&mers 
of their memory to silence and shame, in the jndg- 
ment of every candid reader. We he»tate not to 
say that here are records of earnest, self-denying, 
learned, and pious pioneer labors, equal to those 
^mished by men in any other denomination, who 
q>ent their lives in laying the foundations of the 
Christian Church in the Hew World. 

If we have in any degree been instrumental in 
doing some kind of historical justice to the memory 
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TUl FBBIAOI. 

of those venerable Fathers, good and trne, who 
sowed in tears that we ought reap Id joy, and whose 
noble annals have been too long left at the mercy 
of misrepresentation and detraction, it shall be 
gratefally regarded by ns as one among the pleas- 
antest labors of oar life. In the name of the pions 
and worthy dead, who speak no more, we hambly 
commend this record of their labors to the gratitade 
and favor of the living. 

Lak cum, DeoemlMi 10, 1857. 



dt, Google 



CONTENTS. 



AMERICAN FATHERS. 

John Jacob HoehNntner Page IS 

DominioDB BArtholomseaa 20 

John Philip Lejdiofa 21 

Jobn CoDrad Steiner 29 

Lodwig Ferdinand Vook *,,- 46 

Conrad Terapelman 49 

William OtterlMin ^ S3 

■WilliwnStoy 77 

John Waldsobmid 88 

Theodore Fnukenfeld 93 

John OeoTge AlsenU 97 

Ca«per Deitrioh Weyberg 100 

John Conrad Bocher.... 109 

Frederick L. Henop 117 

Tilliam Hendel, Sen 120 

Sicholaa Pomp 131 

John Theobald Faber 139 

JAa Obrifltopher Gobreoht US 



dt, Google 



3C COBTEITTB. 

Charles Luge > ISl 

Samael Sathei > 15S 

Brain Romou Comingoe 159 

CaapetWaok 173 

Jacob WejDiet 193 

Abraham Blumer.. 197 

Conrad Slainer.Jr. 201 

JohnV. O.NeTeUing 203 

John William Weber 208 

John C. A. Helfonstein „ 222 

Daniel Wagner 229 

John H. Helfferioh 240 

John Christian Stahlsehmldt 252 

John William Bnnkel 284 

Samnel Dabbendorff , 309 

Heurr Qieaj 314 

John Herman Winkkaos 817 

Cyriseae Spangsobng 3SS 

BemhardF. Willy.... 337 

Ladwig Lapp 351 

Qeorga Treldemer 358 

Lebreeht F. 
Anthony Hauti> 



KEKORIALS AND AIWA18. 

John Frederick Hagav 873 

John Jaoob Oebl 374 

Q. n. Dontiui , 875 

John Jacob Hook. 87S 



dt, Google 



OOHXSKXS. Xt 

Bw. TabediHler.. ITT 

IUr.T«lk 378 

B«T. Tbeni S78 

Peter Heinriob loruhiu. 879 

Juoti Fiederick Sobertleiii 87S 

Jokn Coniad Wnert. -. 879 

Oaaper Levij SohuoR 380 

Raderuk Caumir MuQai 860 

Bm.Zmi 880 

Jon&lhaD Da Boil 380 

JohanneB Jaoo^na Dillenbei^tr 361 

Bndolph Kidenweiler 382 

WiUiamEala ..' 382 

Frederick Dallioket S82 

Rev. Booner. 383 

Rev. Martin 384 

Rby. Frederiok, , 384 

Caaper Mioboel Stapel 384 

Jacob Rieas 386 

Rev. RothenbUhler. 386 

John ZafiOl 388 

Rev. Pithan 389 

Jobs Qeo^e Wltoer 389 

Beaediot Sofairope .^, 390 

John Danid Gross 391 

C&ailea Lewis Bebme 391 

Rer. Boos 392 

John Gabriel Oebhard », 3S3 

George Adam Gaeting 398 

George WaUatier „...._ 399 

Jidiu William logdd 309 



dt, Google 



XU COKTBKTS. 

J. Cbriafa^Aar Fftber 400 

John H. Wfrikol - 400 

BoT. Twifoot 401 

PetnUiiu, Lobiti, ^1117, and TU«Uoa 404 

LndwigChitan 404 

HiUipSloek 405 

Andrew Lenti, n Ltaiti 406 

Jacob Senn 406 

John JMOb Wack -... 406 



dt, Google 



THE FATHERS 



THE GEKMAN REFORMED CHURCH 



AM£BICA. 



dt, Google 



dt, Google 



THE FATHERS 



GERMAN BEFOBMEB CHURCH. 



EEV. JOHN JACOB HOCHRETJTINEE. 

Between 1746 and 1748, the congregation at 
Lancaster bad been vacant. In tbis conditioQ, 
tbey applied to the Rev. Mr. Schlatter, requesting 
him to send a call for a miDister, to Holland ; which 
was done. 

In JQI7, 1748, Mr. St^atter received information, 
from Rev. Mr. De Boie, of New York, that the Synod 
of Holland was sending two minietere in answer 
to the call ; and that they were already on their 
way to tbis conntiy. As early as the ISth of 
August, Mr. Schlatter bad the pleasure of wel- 
coming tbem to his boow, in Philadelphia. Th« 
one was the Her. John Jacob Hochrentiner, and the 
other the Itev. Bomlnicaa Bartholomeeas, who was 
intended for the congregatioD at Tulpehocken. Mr. 
HocbrsatiDer was a native of St. Gall, Switzerluid ; ^ 
and, we are incidentally informed in the " Halliwb« 

■ Baat'n p»per, Nor. 16, 1748, fanuthed bj J. D. Rnp^ Eiq. 
(15) 
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' 16 FATHBBB OF THB SEFOEHBD CHIJBCH. 

Nachrichten," that he was sent in from Switzer^ 
land' — although, as already noticed, he came in 
nnder the aoBpicee of the Synod of Holland. 

After these two newly arrived miniatera had 
rested and refreshed tbemselvea front their sea 
voyage, for a few days, at the bonse of Mr. Schlat- 
ter, he accompanied them to Tarioos parts of the 
conntry, to visit vacant charges. 

Mr. Hochreutiner preached at Lancaster, and 
some other places, with much acceptance; and 
was immediately called to become their stated 
pastor, to which be consented ; and, at the synod, 
in September, the call was approved and confirmed. 
When all the arrangements for bis removal bad 
been made, an Elder was sent from Lancaster to 
bring him from the bouse of Mr. Schlatter, in 
Philadelphia, to bis destined borne and field of 
labor. On the morning of the 14th of October, 
the elder, with a horae for him to ride, was at the 
door, in readiness to take him away; but — bow 
mysterious are the ways of Providence! — be never 
again saw the place which had been assigned him 
as his field of labor. He bad bronght with bim 
from Europe a gun, which he had loaded on board 
the ship, under the impression, it seems, that be 

' Ilall. N&ch., p. 82. In an old nop; of SohlatUr'a Joanial, 
ia our poMeuion, there is * note written in the mar^n, where 
the nodoe of his death ia giveQ, the ohirographj of which has 
the marks of great age, as followa : *' N. B. In dem St. Qallen 
Oesangbnoh Anno 1744, oder nen Termehrte geiatliohe aeelen 
Hnme in dar Dedication stsht, unter den nabmen der Herren 
SehUhl^lhen: 'Hoch E. Eerr Jacob Hochreotiner, T. D, H. 
P. Keotori.' " 
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REV. JOHN JACOB HOCHBIUTinSE. IT 

vas about to enter a wild coantiy, where he must 
be prepared for his defence, in endden and danger- 
oaa emergencies. Having fonnd, from a short 
residence in the New World, and especially from bis 
late visit to Lancaster, and other settlements in 
the country, that his fears were only imaginary, he 
attempted, before starting with the Elder for Lan- 
caster, to extract the load from his gun, when it 
exploded in his hands, and suddenly laid bim low 
in death. When Mrs. Schlatter came into the 
room to inform him that the £lder, with a horse, 
was awaiting him at the door, she found him lying 
dead upon the floor ! 

Mr. Schlatter was absent, at the time, on a visit 
to the congregations in New Jersey ; bat returned 
on the evening of the sad day. He says, in his 
Jonmal, that, on his way home, "he felt oppressed 
with an uncommon anxiety of heart, without 
knowing whence it originated." When he arrived 
at home, and found his "excellent brother, Hoch- 
retttiner, lying dead at hia house, ell understood the 
import of his presentiment." 

The sad event not only deeply affected- Kr. 
Schlatter, and tiie congregation at Lancaster, but 
a sympathetic sorrow ran throughout all the con- 
gregations, as the melancholy news spread. On 
^e I6th, Mr. Schlatter preached a fdneral sermon 
on this sad and sudden death, "amid the streaming 
of many tears." 

The wriittcn sermon, based on God's call to 
Satpuel, in 1 Sam. iii., which, two days later, Mr. 
Hocbrentiner intended to preach, as bis introductory, 
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18 t&ihub or tom bxfoiucid chuech. 

in Lancaster, was Ibnnd in his pocket, after his 
melancholy death ; vhicb, npon the eolicitationa of 
many Mends, waa aftenrarda printed. Tbongli 
ve hare diligently eeorohed and inqaired, we have 
not been able to obt^ a copy. Alas ! has time 
boned the interesting reUo? and has this, perhaps 
the only finit of his mind and heart which seemed 
to recMve permanent form, met the doom of his 
own mortal remaliu; "Earth to earth, ashes to 
ashes, dast to dost I"' 

Thus, Mr. Hoobrentiner's pilgrimage in the New 
World was bnt short. The joy of the congr^ation 
which awaited him as their pastor, waa tamed into 
monming ; and the messenger who was to bring 
him* only broaght the sad intelligence that he had 
&]len odeep, and had "no more any portion for- 
ever in anything that is dme onder the ann." Thns 
are the ways of Ood hidden. His fi>otstqM an ia 
the deep. 

His ashes, no doubt, repose in Fhiladelpfaia, be> 
neatb the ^<een sod of Jranklin fiqnare. Hi. 
Schlatter epedcs in high tarma of his wortti aod 
pie^. "It is truly a hand stroke finr oar Pennsyl- 
vania Be&timed Chnroh," said Sev. Boehm, in a 

■ While in E. P^, I got m; hands on aome of Smt's papers, 
published at Qtnuaknm, H«n h a hoKm, of Hanh 16, 1749 : 
"Kn niladdida^ M Johaan BtOn, iat gedraok and in haben 
dift inbW goMbriebans Pndigt iat TetftoibeBsa Jlaetb Eodir 
rMtfHMT di« er in Lanoartez halten woUte ; de is wwh ui baben in 
Oonaantomi, by Geo. Sehmit. Dos Stuok 9 Fena. Sie ist Ttelaa 
nUtBBoh nnd werth en lesen, nm dla Lehnu m bewaliien and 
Usbongm briqgm."— XcMer^vnt L D.Supp to iJm Author, 
StjL 17. 16S«. 
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Bxr. JOBS JAOOB looHunrnnB. 10 

letter to the Beverend Fathers in Holland, shortly 
after the sad event, "and a Btill greater trial to the 
membeip of Chriat'a body, in oar tnie Cborch. 
Ood's waya are woaderfiil, and always holy." Beat 
in peace, until the resnrrection morning shall dawn, 
and bring with it, to the jiu^ atemal deliveruuw 
from death and the grave. 
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BET. DOMINICTJS BAKTHOLOMJSUS. 

This good, bat pV^ically feeble man, arrived in 
thifl conntry in company with the Eev. Hochrentiner, 
August IS, 1748. ■ The latter was a Swiss, and it is 
likelj hiB companion was from the same conntiy. 
They both came with commendatory testimonials 
from the Fathers in Holland. 

On their arrival, they immediately called apon 
Mr. Schlatter, in Philadelphia, to whom they wore 
recommended as proper laborers for the American 
£eld. In the beginning of Beptember, Mr. Schlat- 
ter accompanied Mr. BartholomsuB on a misaionaiy 
tour into the interior; and, among other places, to 
Tulpehocken, which he regarded as a snitable field 
of labor for him ; at which place, also, he was soon 
after permanently located — the call having been 
ratified at the meeting of the second Cotus, Sep- 
tember 80, 1748. While pastor here, he also occa- 
sionally visited, at Mr. Schlatter's reqaest, the vacant 
congregations in Lancaster county, and preached 
for them. Perhaps the only writing of thie man 
of God, now extant, ia a letter addressed to the 
congregation at Lancaster — which, because it ex- 
hibits so much of the spirit of the man, we trans- 
late entire : 
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BET. DOUtSICUS BABTH0LOM.SnS. 



" TnLPEHOCEEH, Deeemher 21at, 1748. 
" To the hODQUibla congregation in Lancaster, eal- 
vation and peace from God : 
" The excellent consietory of the reverend con- 
gregation of Tolpehocken held a meeting on the 
19th of December ; on which occasion they took to 
heart the sad condition of the shepherdlese congre- 
gation in Lancaster. After a careful consideration, 
it felt itself constrained, from feelings of Christian 
and brotherly love, to offer you its service. To this 
end, it has selected four Sabbaths, upon which I 
might hold divine service in Lancaster, as follows : 
April 2d, June 4th, September 8d, and November 
&th. Inasmuch as, by this arrangement, a service 
may be rendered yon, I am prepared, by the grace 
of God, to fulfil this engagement. Yon will he 
kind enough to send for me, and bring me over, at 
the time specified. Herewith I commend the con- 
gregation to the protection of the Most High, and 
shall die 

"Tour most submissive servant and ftieud, 
"BoMiNicus Babtolom^ub, V.D.M. 
" To the Honorable N. K. Sohaftoeb." 

HEW teab's vjsb, 

"F. S. — Since the time has arrived when it is 

CDstomary to send well-wishes, I will also, in the 

name of God, speak these words to you. Let the 

fbondatiou of all yonr blessings and wishes he 
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22 FATHBBS OF TH8 BBFORHED CHDBCH. 

Jesas, the Saviour of the world. May Jesus be 
the Balvation of the Reformed Church on earth ; 
may He establish Hia Church upon the monntaia 
of Zioa. May the Lord Jesus, as the Chief Shep- 
herd, especially bless and sustain the Elders, Dea- 
cons, church, and school of the excellent congrega^ 
tion in Lancaster. May he give them Hehemiah's 
zeal, Obadiah's piety, and Solomon's wisdom; bo 
that the Church may be preserved pure for Christ 
the Bridegroom. The Lord Jeens bless all the 
members of the worthy church; take them under 
the shadow of His wings ; cover tbem with truth 
as with a shield; and pour Hie grace upon them, 
in body and in soul, that they may be fruitful in 
all the graces: in love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
gentleness, goodness, Mtb, meekueaa, chastity. 
Gal. V. This I wish with heart and soul." — Jim. 
lit, 1749. New Sttlb. 

This good man was permitted to labor but a 
brief period in his Master's service. Before the 
close of thfe year 1748, Mr. Schlatter already refers, 
incidentally, to "the precarious state of his health." 
He mentions him again in 1752, saying, "he is 
most of the time sick." Still, he was able to 
attend to bis ministerial duties occasiooally. 

At what precise time be was compelled to desist 
entirely irom ministerial labors, the records do not 
de^guate. Ib the Cotal minutes of 1757, it is s^d; 
"Bev. Stoy handed in the account of Bev. Bartho* 
lomeeuB, who is still in the same wretched cond^ 
tion.** Asufitimce, to tlie smoant of .£15, is said 
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to have been affiirded him, the previone year ; and 
now a new appropriation was granted him. The 
last Dotioe we have of him is in the Cotal Minutes 
of 1759, when it iB stated that ^25 were appro- 
priated, "pro alendo," for his relie£ Soon after 
this, no doubt, he departed to his eternal rest aod 
reward. 

In hia case, the poet's combination of woes was 
realized: 

"But BW him, on tbe edge of Ufa, 
Willi oana »iid aomtn won; 
Thm agt mnd wa»t — iD-mMelM4 pairl — 
Show man waa nude la monni." 

Bnt ttie time of joy will come to ttie patient 
Long since has the poor snfferer been released from 
his tribulations; and now looks down serenely, 
and with tearless eyes, npon the painM path of 
hia earthly pilgrimage. Throngh night to the light 
— throagh croBBes to crowns — throngh the famace 
(^ auction to the fellowship of the pare, in the 
blessed land where they weep no more. 
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REV. JOHN PHILIP LETDICH. 

mS— 1784. 

Mr. Lbtdich wbb bom in Enrope, AprO 28, 1715; 
but what coaattyman he was, we have not been 
able to ascertain. He passed through his literary 
aud theological studies in his native land. He was 
also ordmned to the holy ministry in Europe ; and, 
as he spent the first thirty-three years of his life 
there, he, in all probability, labored in the ministry 
some years before he emigrated to the New World. 

In this conntry, Mr. Leydich is first introduced 
to us by Mr. Schlatter, in his Journal, thus: "On 
tbe 15th of September, 1748, to my exceeding great 
joy, came to my bouse, healthy and happy, Ber. 
John Philip Leydich, with his wife and two chil- 
dren ; having been sent over by the 'Rev. Christiaa 
Synod of South Holland, which was this year as- 
sembled at Briel. His Keverence showed me his 
letters of appointment as minister in these re^ous, 
and handed over to me the letters which the reve- 
rend Christian deputies of the Synod had entrusted 
to him ; which convinced me anew of the continued 
zeat and faithful care which the Christian Synods 
manifest for the good of the Pennsylvania churches ; 
and furnished me with reasons for bowing my knees 
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BET. JOHN PHILIP LETSIOH. 25- 

'before God, to preBeut a heartfelt thank-ofiering 
before Him."* 

Saeh was the great want of ministere, at the 
time, and such the etroog desire of the infant 
churches after the services of the ministry, that 
he had scarcely pnt his feet on shore, when a call 
was presented for him. "On the 19th," says Mr. 
Schlatter, "E«v. Boebm, with an elder from his 
congregation, in Faulkner Swamp, came to visit 
me ; and begged that Bev. Leydich might be ap- 
pointed aa regular minister in the above-named 
place, and in Providence." Mr, Boehm made this 
request, because, on account of his advanced age, 
he felt no more able to endure such wearisome 
journeys as it was necessary to make, in order 
properly to serve his field. As the meeting of 
Cotus was approaching, the application was laid 
over till then ; Mr. Leydich preaching, meanwhile, 
in vaiions phu;es, greatly to the satisfaction of the 
people. 

Cotus met on the 29tb ; on which occasion the 
call to Mr. Leydich was considered, and the appli- 
cation granted; and Mr. Boehm was appointed, at 
the same lime, solemnly to instal him in his charge; 
which was accordingly done, on the 9th of October, 
1748. 

A missionary in spirit, Mr. Leydich by no means 
confined his labors to his own immediate charge ; 
but, desirous of relieving, as far as possible, the 
pressing wants of the times, he made visits to des- 

■ See Lifb of Sohlatter, pp. 182-3. 

Vol. n.— S 
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titnte congregatioaa beyond the boundB of his own 
field, cbeerfcUy assisting Mr. Schlatter in his arduous 
work.' 

His regular places of preachiug also gradually 
increased in uninber. He could not resist the calls 
for help that came to him firom all sides. It was 
through his inBtmmentality that Wentz's church 
was built, in 1762. Besides others, he served the 
coagregatdoDB of Upper Milford and Balsburg, np 
to 1T71. In that year, being too feeble to attend 
Cotos bimsel^ he sent a letter, stating that, inss- 
mnch as these congregations are located very far 
from him, and it was becoming very difflcntt for 
him to serve them, on account of old. age, he 
begged, therefore, that another minister might \te 
sent to them ; recommending Rev. Mr. Bteiner, the 
younger, who had preached for them on several 
occasions, as a suitable man ; assuring Cotus that 
Mr. Steiner had given full satisfaction to the 
people. 

Feeblenese of body was now iDCreaeing on him. 
He seems, from the very first, not to have been a 
man of good health. Mention is made, in 1757, 
of hia having been afflicted with a severe spell of 
sickness. In 1771, as already said, he was unable 
to attend Cotus. In 1776, the Minutes note : "Bev. 
Mr. Leydich was absent, on account of the infirm- 
ity of old age." 

Mrs. Margaret Moser, who died, a short time ago, 
at the " Trappe," in Montgomery county, Pa., aged 

> Sm Life of Schlatter, pp. 169-90. 
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104 years, was baptized, in her in&ncy, and cod- 
firmed, when 14 years old, by Mr. Leydich. Pay- 
ing a visit to this venerable woman, on the 14th of 
June, 1854, a short time before her death, we asked 
her whether she remembered any of the oldest 
ministers in this conntry! She remained silent, 
while we repeated the names of a number, till we 
mentioned the name of Letdigh. At the mention 
of his nahie, she threw up her head, her eyes bright^ 
ened, and smiles covered her aged face, while she 
said: "O yes! Leydich: he was a good man." 
With those feelings of childhood and youth which 
return in old age, came back to her the name of 
the pastor who confirmed her, savored with plea- 
sant memories. She was a member of the German 
Keformed Church, after her confirmation, ninety 
years 1 How fall of encouragement is Esuch a fact 
to faithtiil, toiling pastors! Those labors which 
oAen paaa almost unnoticed, amid the thoughtless- 
ness and ingratitude of the present, may, and often 
do, bring honor and joy in their fruits on eactb, 
while the glorified laborer is already reaping the 
joys of heaven ! 

At what precise time Mr. Leydich was compelled 
to cease from the active duties of the ministry, we 
have not been able to learn. He died Jan. 4, 1784, 
and is buried in a private family graveyard, sur- 
rounded by a stone wall, in Frederick township, 
llx>ntgomeiy county, Pennsylvania. A stone, 
with the following modest memorial, marks his 
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Johuin Philip Lajdicb, 

Beformirler Piediger, 

wu gebohrea 1715 

deu 28teu April, 

lot geatorben den 4ten Juhmt, 

1784. 

lit alt 69 Tfthren. 

Den 2ten Tim. ftm 2 Cap. Ten 3. 

Lude &!■ ein gater Streiter 

Jem OhriAtL 
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BBV. JOHN CONRAD STEINER. 



Thh Ebt. Johh Cokrad STinjBa waa, by birth, 
a Swigs. He was born, on the first day of Jao- 
nary, in the year of onr Lord 1707, at Winter- 
thnr, an ancient and considerable town, lying on a 
frnitfiil and pleasant plain, watered by the river 
Alach, in the canton of Zuiich, in Switzerland. He 
was of respectable and pious parantage. His father, 
Jacob St^ner, was a Senator in the npper Council, 
and secretary to the hospital, in hia native town. 
His mother, TTrsnla, whose maiden name was Bnt- 
zer, was an eminently pious woman, who "devoted 
the babe of her bosom, with uleut sighs, to the 
service of Qod, in the Mngdom of His grace." 

The Christian anxiety and Mth of his parents 
are tenderly exhibited in ihe fae^ that, on the same 
day on which their beloved son was bom, they also 
secDred his baptism — thus introdncing him into 
gracious covenant with the Triune Qod. True to 
the obligations assumed publicly in his baptism, 
they did not fail afterwards to train him in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord, "to the honor 
of his Creator, to the service of his Saviour, and 
to the well-b^g of himself and his fellow-men, 
8* 
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that he might become a useful member of .human 
society." His pious mother, especially, remember- 
ing her early vows in his behalf, showed peculiar * 
diligence in iuetructiDg him ia the knowledge and 
practice of religion. Her labors were bleet of Qod 
to his epiritaal good. At an early age, he asanmed 
and ratified those towb, in confirmation, which his 
pious parents had made fer bim in baptism. 

When yet very young, he manifested a partiality 
for theolo^cal studies, and had a desire to become 
a minister of the Glospel. The record is silent aa 
to where he pnrsued his preparatory etndiee ; but, 
when yet comparatively quite young, in the nine- 
teenth year of his f^, he already began publicly 
to preach the Gospel, in his beloved fatherland, 
after he had been examined and ordained to the 
holy ministiy by the authorities of the Protestant 
Church. 

Whilst yet unmarried, he was for two years vicar 
in the congregation at Mettmenstetten, in the can- 
ton of Zurich, where he labored with much zeal 
and success. 

At the close of his vicarate of two years, he re- 
turned again to his birthplace, Winterthur. Here, 
on the 7th day of March, 1785, in the twenty- 
eighth year of his age, he was united in the bonds 
of holy matrimony with a young lady whose 
maiden name was Regula Hegner — which proved 
to be a long and happy union. 

Soon after his marriage, he received a call to 
become the pastor of the Beformcd church in St 
Peterzell, in the province of Lower Toggenbut^ 
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Here be labored for the apace of eleven years and 
a balf; "and, by the grace of God, waa very 
Qsefbl, and a great bleesing to the souLb of his 
flock." 

While be waa pastor of the chorcb at Peterzell^ 
he pabliebed a volume of tweot^-five eennong, 
written in 1T38, entitled "The Midnight Cry." 
This volatne was dedicated to the acting mayor, 
John George Steiuer; to the ex-mayor, Jacob 
Biderman; and to the bonoraiy members of the 
town-coancil of the city of Wintertbur. The Eev. 
Dr. D. Zachariaa, of Frederick city, Md., has iu 
bis possession a copy of these sermons. He saya 
of them; "They breathe a moat excellent spirit; 
show him to have been a man of talent, great 
pliunneas of speech, extraordiaary imthfulnesa ia 
those trying scenes throQgh which the members of 
the ^Reformed faith had to pass, in consequence of 
the fierce opposition they met with from their 
Catholic neighbor, who were headed by the AbbS 
of St. Gall."' 

He was next called to the congregation of St. 
Georgen, near Winterthnr. This was, however, 
bat a small congregation,^ and the circle of hia 
influence was here comparatively small; and, as 
God had bestowed upon him the talent of flihng a 
larger sphere, he did not feel himself at home in 
this locality. He sighed for a more enlarged field 
of labor, where be might have an opportunity of 

' Cectenary Sermon, p. 14. 

' Tbis Tillage, aitaated in » most romuitio n^on, has Binm 
beoomo Qutiiely Catholic. 
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preaching to a larger aamber of boqIb, to call them 
to repentance, and haild them ap in the Mth and 
hope of the Ooepel. 

This desire led, at length, to a very important 
change in hia life — hia tranBfer to America. Aa 
the want of miniatera in thia country was at that 
time great, and there was a constant correapond- 
ence, after Mr. Schlatter's arrival, with the charehea 
of Holland and Switzerland, in regard to the des- 
titutjon which then prevailed among the German 
Reformed here, the pressing wantA of this large 
field were well known. Thus, he was led, at 
length, to determine on giving himself to the ser- 
vice of the Church in America. He resigned hia 
charge ; made the neceaeary preparations for the 
long journey; and followed what he regarded m 
the leadings of Providence, to the Kew World. 
He passed through Holland, on hia way, and be- 
came the bearer of important letters from the 
friends of the American Charch, in Holland ; and, 
on the 25th of September, 1749, while the synod 
waa together in Lancaster, he arrived at Philadel- 
phia, "with call and commiasioa." ' 

It seems he had been expected ; and was looked 
for, especially, as the bearer of letters from Hol- 
land. His arrival was made known to the brethren 
assembled in Lancaster; and, the time being now 
loo abort for the tranafer of the letters to Lancas- 
ter, Gotus adjourned, to meet, on the 20th of Octo- 
ber, in Fbiladelphia, so that their contents might 

*"Mit Bemf und Volmooht." "Kachricht," bj Bey. Dr. 
Unhleoberg, appended to his funeral aermon on Ht. SteiDei. 
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then be considered, and recewe action ; and also, 
no doubt, that they might have the pleasaro of his 
personal presence. 

At the time of Mr. Steiner's arrival, and for some 
considerable time before, the Qermaa Reformed 
congregation at Lancaster had been vacant, and was 
aaxionslj waiting for a minister. Their hopes of 
procuring a pastor had just been disappointed, in 
the sad and sudden death of the Kev. Mr. Hoch- 
rentiner; and now, in the arrival of Mr. Sterner, a 
new prospect was opened to them. Measures were 
immediately taken to secure his services. A call 
was put into the hands of Mr. Schlatter, b; the 
congregation, which be was requested to present to 
him, if he approved of the man. On hia return to 
Philadelphia, Mr. Schlatter found Mr. Steiner there, 
"welcomed him in the moat friendly and fraternal 
manner," and, finding his papers all right, he ac- 
cordingly put the call in his hands, on the Ist of 
October. At the Cotns, which was held in Phila- 
delphia, according to adjournment, on the 20th of 
October, two , elders, Paul Weitzel and Gasper 
Shaffner, were present, to represent the congrega^ 
tion, and ui^e the call. While he was deliberating 
on the call, he was confined to his bed by sickness; 
and thua the matter of hia final decision, and with 
it hia aettiement at Lancaster, was delayed, and, at 
last, entirely frustrated. 

After his restoration to health, he, for aome rea- 
son or other, continued in the city; and, in the 
meantime, a party of malcontents was formed, in 
the congregation of Bev. Mr. Schlatter, if not by 

ciq mod t, Google 



84 FATHBBS OP THS BEFOBUSD CHUECH. 

the iDBtramentality of Mr. Steiner, at least with his 
conntenaace, and, as the sequel showed, agreeably 
to his feelings. He succeeded in haviDg himself 
elected as pastor of the church in Philadelphia, in 
place of Mr, Schlatter. This was regarded, as also 
it tmly was, as an nngratefol retam to his fiiend and 
benefactor. All men have their weakneaaes ; and 
it seems that the desire which Mr. Steiner already 
manifested, in Enrope, of occupying a place of 
prominence, followed him into this coantty; and, 
no doaht, was the means of betraying him into 
the unholy desire of being located in the metropo- 
liB of Fenneylvania. He may have hoDestty re- 
garded this desire for a large sphere of nsefalneBa 
aa a spirit of true zeal for the cause of Christ; bat 
beneath it there seems to have lurked that selfish 
ambition from which even the disciples of the Lord 
were not free, when they revolved in their minds 
the question who among tbem shonld be greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven. This was plainly an 
error; and, consequently, stands as a blemish in 
Mr. Bteiner's life ; but only he whose life baa no 
spots at all, may cast the first stone. This unfor- 
tunate circumstance deeply affected Mr. Schlatter; 
but our estimation of his excellent Christian spirit 
is only increased by the silent manner in which he 
bore it.* 

< "Tiele fUr mich sehr Qaangenehme und Bchmertcliehe Far- 
ticularitStea in maiDBD Gemeindeii, dia Tenuittekt dee Herni 
Steioera, in dem Ubrigen dieses und in dem folgenden Jabr tot- 
f^fallen, will ich in dieser Gedruckten Schrifl niuht entwerfen. 
Dis Soohe iat denen H. E. Deputirten dea Sjniodi bekanot, und 
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Mr. Steioer continned Id the anited congregatious 
of Philadelphia and Germantowti only about two 
years. At the close of thia term, he left the one in 
the city, removed to Qermantowo, and was pastor 
there for three yeare. If we may jadge from his 
brief stay among them ; from the fact that the 
congregation was caraed by an intemperate man, 
as hia sncceasor; and that there grew out of the 
whole affair a serionB and bitter strife in the 
Church, which extended its baleful inflaence over 
years, ending only in tm entire secession of one 
part of the congregation; we may conclnde that 
the whole movement of Mr. Steiner's location, in 
the place of their faithiiil Schlatter, was of sach a 
character aa conld not secure the Divine blessing 
upon it. The wrong done by Mr. Steiner and his 
friends, like Achan's golden wedge in the camp of 
Israel, gathered only a cnrse aronnd it. 

In 1766, Mr. Steiner received a call to the Ger- 
man Befbrmed in Fredericktown, Maryland ; which 

ich iweifle nicht, es irerden ifare 11. E. daTon den oSthigen 
Berichte der H. E. TerB&mhuDg geben. Gleichwia ich nicbt 
kUge Uber erlittensB UnTeoht, itiige»ehen ich gelernet hab« aU 
eia Christ, in Tertrogen, also begehre ich auch keiae Genng- 
thoung, Oder Satisfaction, soadem bitt« alleiu das dieae H. G, 
YerEamlaug alles beliebe ins Werk in stellen, das Friede und 
Erbaoung xintor nns befBrdert werde." — SrMatUr't Journal, 
m JWnnt'tf Past. Samnd., pp. 304^, Deo. 16, 1749. 

Ve have giTBD more partioulars, ia regard to this UDpleasuit 
affair, in our Life of the Ber. Michael Schlatter. A ttanecript 
of docnineDte pertluning to it, maj ha seen in Dr. Mayer's MS. 
Tolomes ; also in Saur's paper, referred to in the Life of Soblot- 
ter. All conspire, as well his defecoe as the papers on the 
other ride, to show how much fae was in the wrong. 
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iie accepted. He miaiatered in this charge a little 
less than three years. His labors, during his stay 
in FredericktowD, were not coDfined to that town, 
but extended over a large range of country. 

In 1757, Mr. Steiner gives a statement of the 
churches, besides Fredericktown, to which he min- 
istered ; of the distanceB he travelled in going and 
coming; and of the number of miles travelled in 
that year. 

"Winchester, in Virginia, besides two other con- 
gregations. May let, June 19, Oct. 80th ; travelling 
each time ISO miles, being in all 450 miles. 

*' The congregation at the Potomac,' April 26th, 
June 14th, July Slst, Sept 13th, Oct. 11th, and 
Nov. 24th; each time travelling 50 miles; in all, 
850. 

" The congregation in the mountains,' from March 
to December, once a month ; travelling each time 
18 miles ; in all, 180 miles. 

" The congregation in the Glades, from March to 
December, once a month ; each time travelling 16 
miles; in all, 160 miles. 

"The congregation in rfer ^rkei, from March 
till December, once a month ; each time travelling 
30 miles ; in all, 300 miles. 

' This congregiitioD, Dr. fdayer thinkB, was ftt the so-called 
Bchool-house, in the vallej of Antietuui, between Soonaboro' 
aod Sbarpiburg ; %Tbere, later, in OtCerbein's time, " IKe Oroue 
TerBammluDg," t. «. the great meeting, was annuallj held, a\ 
Whitsuntide. 

■ This seems to oorrespoud with Hiddletown, Frederick oo., 
Uarfland. 
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"The congregation on Pipe creek I visited six 
times during the summer; travelling each time 50 
miles ; in all, 300 miles. 

"The congregation at Cannawaga I visited on 
the 30th of May, 11th of June, 26th of July, 18th 
of August, 18th of September, 15th of October, 
and 17tli of November ; travelling each time 70 
miles ; in all, 490 miles. 

" To this must be added my journey to the Cotus, 
on the 7th of June, 160 miles; and a second time, 
In this year, I travelled to Philadelphia, as the Acts 
of Synod show ; 300 miles. In all, I travelled, in 
this year, 2690 miles." 

Mr. Steiner closed his ministerial labors in Fre- 
dericktown, in May, 1759, and returned to Phila- 
delphia, 'where he again became pastor of the con- 
gregation. 

Mr. Otterbein, who was a particular friend of 
Mr. Steiner, disapproved of hia returning to Phila- 
delphia. On the 18th of Augnst, 1769, he wrote 
bim aa follows : " I confess your unexpected, and 
almost clandestjne, removal to Philadelphia has 
not pleased me. I have lately written to you my 
views on this matter, but the letter has been lost ; 
hence, I take the liberty to write you now. To 
speak plain Tipon the matter' — if I am wrong I 
desire to be corrected — I can just as little regard 
your present call to Philadelphia as being divine, 
as I am convinced of the opposite, in regard to the 
first. Then you lamented that you labored in vain. 
What offence and disturbance di d it then occaeion? 
' Deutocb Ton dei Snohe in nden. 
V6L.ir.— 4 
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Bnt has all this, together with the disincUnation 
towards your person, now subsided ? Haa the eoa- 
gregatioQ united ? or is this still wanting ! Will 
you not, therefore, he in danger of again laboring 
in vain ? Be assured, I wish it may not be so ; and 
I will rejoice if Ood will truly unite the church in 
love among one another, and towards you person- 
ally, and build it up through your instrumentality. 
But, as the first has so far failed, there is no hope 
for the last I will not say that you should never 
agun have gone to Philadelphia; but, taking for 
granted that you have been divinely impelled to 
take this step, would not the matter have been 
mnch more honorable to yon, if yon had made it 
known to at least some of the ministers f It would 
then not have been such cause of ofience, either to 
the congregation at Fredericktown, or to others. 
All who are acquained with the matter, aod ^bo 
have before esteemed you, speak evil of it." 

This did not please him. He afterwards replied 
sharply to Mr. Otterbein. Both Mr. Steiner and 
the congregation of Philadelphia were somewhat 
refractory towards the CotuB. "When Mr. Steiner 
was called from Frederick, the Cotus was not con- 
sulted. Steiner, in his defence to the Synods of 
Holland, in Kov., 1757, says : "We had the weight- 
iest reasons to act, in tiiis matter, without the 
knowledge and counsel of the Cotus. For what 
concerns the congregation, they were influenced by 
the common proverb: 'A burnt child shnns the 
£re ;' and since, for ten years, they had to be the 
unfortunate aacriflcea of Uie te^'interetied aad paa- 
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tionate motiTes and proceedings of the Cotns, they 
were not willing to eobmit theiUBelves again to the 
mercies of ita arbitrary notioDB, bat rather act for 
tbemselves. Bo far as I am concerned, I was too 
well actjuainted with the impare motirea of tbeea 
brethren, to have any desire to resort to their 
coonsel. I wished to look to the Lobd alone, and 
follow his leadings ; which also have safely brought 
me, tbroQgh every obstacle, to Philadelphia." Agmn 
be says: "For snch a Cotos like this, I have not 
the least respect." Mr. Bteiner abidingly impresses 
na, that he had much of the spirit of those men 
who desire to be a law nnto themselres. He ap- 
peals to himself and to God, independent of Cotus 
and all other autbotity. He had in him much of 
the material of which sects are made. 

The following lines, which we give literally,' were 
fonnd, on a separate slip, among the papers per- 
taining to the removal of Mr. Steiner {p Philadel- 
phia; and were probably composed on the occasion 
of his indaction as pastor. They breathe, however, 
more of the spirit of party triumph than of devo- 
tion and piety to God. The reader will readily 
notice Jhe play upon Mr. Steiner's name. The or- 
thography shows the writer to have been illiterate. 

" Der Stein, der Bonat vorher, ein anetoBB Ut gewesen 
Wir nnn in apUder seit aU Diamand eilesen. 
Den Stein den viel invor, ganti bliudUngs veraabt, 
mid &an duroh deren wansoh lom eokstein hiei gemaoht. 
Der Stein mnat dnroh die Prob, aaf andere orten gebeu 
Bis das man anderer aacb, Ihr tugent bat geaeben. 
Den Stein dan die bau-lent, verworfen ban ana netd. 
Den auobt maon nnn auch weid Eora eckateiu onssrer liead." 
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Mr. Steiner contioued hia labors, in Philadelphia, 
this second time, Bomething more than three years, 
up to the time of hia death, which occurred, between 
six and seven o'clock, on Taesday evening, Jnly 6tb, 
1762. His age was 55 years, 6 months, and 6 days 
—twelve and three-qaarter years of which he spent 
in America. 

His last sickness was but short; and he seems to 
have been able to attend to his ministerial duties 
to the very last. On the Sabbath evening previona 
to his death, as if in the spirit of prophecy, he yet 
preached from the words : " God ! Thoa art my 
Qod ; early will I seek Thee : my sonl thirateth for 
thee, my flesh longeth for Thee, in a diy and thirsty 
land, where no water Lb." Ps. Ixiii. 1, 

On Wednesday evening, at six o'clock, the people 
Beeeihbled in the house of mourning, to sympathize 
with the living, and to pay their last sad tribute of 
respect to the dead. A number of prominent men 
and ministers of Philadelphia were there. It ap- 
pears that no German Eeformed minister was pre- 
sent, as the funeral solemnities were conducted by 
the Rev. Dr. Henry Melchoir Muhlenberg. The 
record says the day of hia Aineral was almost in- 
sufferably hot; and it was on this account, no 
doabt, that the barial was deferred till so late in 
the day. At six o'clock, the corpse, followed by 
the procession, was borne to the church. After a 
few verses had been sung, Dr. Muhlenberg preached 
the foneral sermon. The exordium remotum was 
drawn from Pa. Iziii. 1 — the passage which, -only a 
few days before, had been the text of Mr. Steiner's last 



dt, Google 



HBT. JOHH COHRAD BTKINER. 41 

Bermoii. The faneral sermon itself was founded on 
Acta XX. 25-88, from wbich the preacher treated : 
" Of the hallowed love wbich exists between a 
spiritnal father and hia children." When the eer- 
taon was ended, it was already bo dark in the 
charoh, that Mr. Muhlenberg could not see to read 
the brief sketch of Mr. Steiner's life, which he had 
prepared, by the aesiatance of Mrs, Steioer, the day 
before : be made known, therefore, that it would be 
read on the following Sabbath, after the regular 
service in the church. 

They were now ready to proceed to the grave. 
In the meantime, s heavy thnnderstorro had gath 
ered, and it began to rain. Through a heavy 
shower of rain,' the faneral proceeded, from the 
ehurch in Race street, to the German Eeformed 
churchyard, which wa& situated in the northeast 
comer of what is now I'rsnklia Square, where, 
amid sin^ng, and descending rain, they closed the 
grave over the mortal remains of Mr. Steiner. 

That part of the graveyard has been filled up 
some five or six feet, since it has been — what shall 
we eay? — desecrated l^ the aathoritiea of the city 
of Philadelphia; so that the ashes of Mr. Steiner 
repose about ten feet beneath the surikce, on the 
northeast side of the circle where the jeta are 
thrown up, only a few stops from the edge of the 
broad circtilar gravel-walk. By hia side were ^ter- 
wards laid Weyberg, Winkhans, and Hendel. 

At his death, he left a widow and three sons. 

Ha had, in all, thirteen children — ten sons and 

> Hal. Naab., pp. 922-3. " 
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three daoghtera. All hie children, except throe, 
went before him throagh death into eternity. 

The last few years of hia minietiy were pecu- 
liarly characterized by zeij, power, tenderness, and 
devotion. "Hia earnest words of inatruction, ex- 
hortation, and comfort, daring the last three years 
of hia ministry in Fhiladelplua," says Dr. Mnhlen- 
berg, " could appropriately be called hia awan-song." 
It was frequently remarked, by persons of close ob- 
servation, who loved the truth, that Pastor Steiner 
most be near eternity, becaaae of hia very power- 
fal, affectionate, earnest, ^interested, toaching, 
and sincere exhortations, in which he besought 
fflnners, fbr God's sake and their own, to hasten to 
Jesus, and he roconciled and saved. 

He himself felt that his end was nigh ; and often 
secretly sighed, to his Heavenly Tather, that He, 
for Christ's sake, would save him from a long and 
tediotu sickness, but rather take him to his tme 
home by a speedier way, that he might not become 
a burden to his beloved congregation. This child- 
like prayer was also heard and answered by his 
gracious father, who took him, without delay, 
from the sa£[eriugB and toils and tears of earth, to 
the joy and peace and rest of heaven. 

Mr. Bteiner felt a deep interest in the German 
popnlation of this country — then so new, so thinly 
populated, and, in a religious point of view, so 
destitute. There was, especially at that time, a 
great lack of suitable religions reading, in the Ger- 
man language. Desirous of meeting, in some 
measure, this want, Mr. Steiner, some time before 
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bis death, coDceived the idea, and formed the pnr- 
poBe, of pnbliBhing a Book of SermoDS, in large 
qaarto form ; adapted, in its contents, to all seasoDS 
of the year, and to all periods and circnmBtancea 
of life; and, at the same time, as cheap as conld 
poBBibly be done, with a view of securing for it as 
large a circulation as poBuble among the German 
familieB. He afterwards, however, slightly altered 
faiB plan ; so as to reach the same end, in a differ- 
ent, and, aa he thought, a better way. He now 
designed to publish four smaller volames. The 
first Tolnme was to contain sach sermons as should 
he calculated to arouse careless sinners. The se- 
cond was to be adapted to the instmctioQ, encour^ 
agement, and comfort of Chrialians. The third 
was to set forth the blessed privileges of Christians, 
in this world, and their eternal felicity in the world 
to come. In the fourth, he intended to contem- 
plate the works of God, in nature, in such a way 
as would lead the thoughts and hearts of men 
towards heavenly things, in their daily, secular 
avocations and duties. A very excellent arrange- 
ment of very suitable contents. 

His object in making four small volumes, of 
different contents, we are told, was, that a parent, 
purchasing the four separate books, could, when 
his children leave home, g^ve one to each, and suit 
the contents of the gift to the character and cir- 
cnmstancea of the child. 

Mr. Steiner, however, did not live to carry out 
to completion his pious designs. Only the first 
volume waa published ; and, even before this was 
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quite half tbroDgh the press, he was called from his 
labors to his reward. He had, however, written all 
the matter for this Tolnme ; and it was pnblishedf 
after his death, by his widow. 

This volume is now before as. It was printed in 
Philadelphia, by Henry Miller, in Second street, 
1763. It contains eighteen sermons, founded on 
Matt XXV. 31-46. It is entitled, "The Gloriona 
Appearing of the Lord Jesus to the General Judg- 
ment of tibe Worid ; together with its ConsequenoeB 
to the BighteooB and "Wicked, through all Eternity i 
set forth for the Encouragement of the Ptoti% as 
also fi^r the Awakening of Sinners." There are 
also iatrodnoed, at the end of the volume, the 
fbneral sermon preached at hie burial, by Dr. 
Muhlenberg, and a brief account of his life. The 
first eight sermons have ^ort prayers added, at the 
close, adapted to express the feelings awakened, by 
the reading of it, in the heart of the reader. 

These prayers he appended as the printing was 
progressing. Before the ninth left the press, the 
author's praying on earth had been exchanged for 
praise in heaven; and the remaining sermons, 
therefore, have no prayei? attached to them. 

In these sermons, the great and solemn things 
that pertain to the last judgment ore set forth with 
much clearness of arrangement, aptness of illus- 
tration, and power of application. Many of his 
applications and exhortations are wonderfully ten- 
der, touching, and warm-hearted. Himself feeling 
the terror of the Lord, he most earnestly persuades 
men to seek reconuliation with the Judge, and 
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flee from the wrath to come. He lifts up his 
voice like a trumpet, and speaks aa in the light 
and solemnity of eternity. It would be well if this 
earnest book coQld be read by every careless, slam- 
bering, sinful soul. 
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REV. LTJDWIG FERDINAND VOCK. 



Mb. Yoge, at that time already an aged maa, 
arrived at Philadelphia, in December, 1749. The 
congregation at Lancaster, being then vacant, after 
consultation with Mr. Schlatter, and on his recom- 
mendation, accepted of him as their pastor. 

Mr. Vock commenced hie ministry in Lancaster 
in Jannaiy, 1750. At a meeting of the congrega- 
tion, held Jan. 28, 1760, in reference to his settle- 
ment among them, the following action was taken ; 
which we quote, as it exhibits the parposes of the 
congregation in regard to his support, and also, in 
other respects, gives ns a glance into the times. 

"According to the resolntion of the German 
Befonned congregation, the pastor, for this year, 
shall receive ^0 cash, Pennsylvania currency. For 
Proclamation and marriage, he shall receive 7 
shillings and 6 pence. For preaching a funeral 
sermon, from those who are able to a£ford it, 5 
shillings. For baptizing children, he shall not 
receive any pay. In addition to this, the Pastor 
shall be furnished with a, free dwelling-house ; ^so, 
six cords of wood. He shall also have four Sab- 
baths free, to preach at other places; namely, the 
first Sabbath after Easter, the first after Whitsun- 
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tide, St. Michael's day, and the Sabbath after New 
Tear. It ia abo allowed him, oa week days, to 
preach in other coogregatione, provided it does not 
interfere with any of his pastoral duties in town." 
Signed by 20 persons, members of the church. 

We find, in the "Hallieehe Nachrichten," an 
allusion to this Pastor. It seems that Rev. Hr. 
Handsbuh, Lutheran pastor in Lancaster, received 
a friendly vi^t from him the next day after the act 
of the congregation just recorded. "On the 29th 
of January, I received a visit £rom the newly ar- 
rived German Refonned minister, who has been 
appointed to this place. Se is already an aged 
man. We conversed, principally, of the pure and 
disinterested motives which must be possessed by 
an evangelical minister, in this country, if he would 
accomplish anything for the upbuilding of Christ's 
kingdom. I am not a Uttle delighted that the £.0- 
formed have now also secured a pastor for them- 
selves."* 

He continued pastor in Lancaster for one year 
only. He £uled to satisfy the congregation, as ap- 
pears from a remonstrance drawn up and signed by 
34 male members, who were then prominent iu the 
church. It reads thus: "The names of those 
Freeholders of the German Beformed church in 
Ijancaater, who, after the termination of the year 
1750, will not continue with Pastor Vock, or who 
cannot, with a good conscience, bold to him." 

It seems that trouble between him and the con- 
gregation began before the half of the year had 
> Hall. NBoh., p. 417. 
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rolled around. Iq the diary of the pastor of the 
Moravian charch Id Lancaeter, there is the follow- 
ing note : 

" Jaly 22d, 1750, To-day the Reformed minister 
enddenly preached his farewell sermon, and wept 
because the people did not want him any longer." 

"AnguBt i9th, 1750. We heard to-day that the 
party which ia opposed to the Reformed minister in 
this place, have qaietly permitted him and his ad- 
herents to go into the church." 

The relation between him and the congregation 
was dissolved at the end of the year. Of hia sub- 
sequent history, nothing is known. Some weak- 
ness, no doubt, crowded him aside, till he lost the 
confidence of the pious ; but where and how his 
pilgrimage ended, at last, who can tell? Where 
his ashea repose, who can tell ? How his case ahall 
- stand in the great day, Giod can tell ! 
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KBV. CONRAD TBMPELMAN. 



In JuDe, 1747, Mr. Schlatter visited tbe coogre- 
gations at ISelteDreich, Donegal, Modecreek, Coca- 
lico, and Weiseicbenland, in Lancaster country Pa. 
In tbat part of his Joamal which gives ao accoant 
of this Tieit, we have the £iat notice of Mr. Tem- 
pelman. "Tip to this time," Bays Mr. Schlatter, 
"these congregations have been served by a certain 
tulor, from Heidelberg, named Tempelnjan, whom 
the people, some twenty years ago, urged to this 
service; they being willing to be instructed and 
comforted by a pious layman, rather than be wholly 
withont the public service of God. This man, who 
is nearly sixty years of age, is reported of by the 
congregation as a man of correct views, quiet and 
peaceable in his spirit ; by which he has won the 
love and respect of tKe community. Afi«r I had 
administered the Lord's Supper, I asked him to 
preach the thankegiving sermon -~ to which I lis- 
tened with pleasure and edification, as being well 
adapted to the circumsttmces of the people. He 
offered, of his own accord, that he would vacate the 
post, to which the necessities of those needy times 
had called him, as soon as a regular minister should 
Vol. n.— 5 
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be secared for these congregations ; bat, at the 
same time, aaked that he might be placed in sach 
circumetaaces, that, as a regularly constituted min- 
ister, he might conduct the holy service in the con- 
gregations of Qaittopahilla, Swatara, Donegal, etc. 
He resides at Swataj«, where he has a family, and 
a small piece of land. I am of opinion, that, when 
he shall receive a regular investiture of the sacred 
office, according to the order of the Chnrch, he 
could labor there unto good fruit." ' 

Having been nearly sixty years old in 1747, he 
must have been bom about 1687; and having thea 
labored as a pastor twenty years, his ministry — ■ 
which was, however, at first, not ecclesiastically 
regular — must have commenced about 1727. 

Through the instrumentality of Mr. Schlatter, 
it seems, who presented bis case to the Fathers in 
Holland, he was afterwards regularly introduced 
into the sacred office. In 1751, the Synod of North 
Hollaod directed "that old Father Tempelman be 
ordained."* 

He extended his labors into what is now Leba- 
non county, called by Mr. Schlatter Swatara ; as it 
was cnstotnary, at that time, to name settlements 
after the streams which watered them. He was the 
regular minister at "the hill church, at the time 
the old church edifice was consecrated; but how 
long he bad been officiating in the charge before, 
is not known." He preached, also, "in an old 
church some few miles southeast of Lebanon ; 
which, however, has become entirely dilapidated 

■ Idfe of Schlatter, pp. 1SQ-&). ■ Ibid., p. m. 
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and demoIiBhed. The sacred veaeelB used in the 
service of the altar are still in existence." It is 
sfud he preached, besides, " at several other points 
in this section of country, upwards of twenty-five 
or thirty years, until about the year 1766" (1760 ?)' 
Baptisms by him are recorded in the church-book 
at Jonestown as early as 1745. 

In his last years, he was compelled to perform his 
daties wearily, and amid the growing infirmities of 
age. In the Minutes of Cotus for the year 1757, it 
is said : " Rev. Tempelman, on accoant of increasing 
old age, and failing vision, is no longer able to serve 
bis congregations ; but his brethren have agreed to 
relieve him of the burden, as far as lies in their 
power." The affliction in hia eyes increased; so 
that, soon after this, he bad entirely lost bis sight. 
In the Cotal Minutes of Oct 21 and 22, 1760, it is 
said: "Tempelman is stone-blind; and preaches, 
at the present time, only seldom, and in his own 
bouse." He bad continued to preach, however, in 
the churches, for some time after be was blind. 
There are still some aged members in tbe Swamp 
church, who remember to have beard their parents 
tell of Tempelman's having been led to the church, 
and into the pulpit, aiter be was entirely blind. 

The first church in the Swamp was erected aboat 
1755. Previous to that time, a congregation existed 

> Oer. Ref. Heu., April 19, 1854. ThU onght evidently to bo 
1760; uDce it will be eeen, farther on, tivn CStal teitimon;, 
t^t he ceued pieaoluiig, except in big own hoage, abont 1760, 
Bia name appears, u " Bmeritas," on the Ciital Minutes of 
1759. 
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there which, it is said, worshipped in the bonae of 
John George Brunner, about half a mile from the 
present church — now the ferm of Mr. Pennabecker 
— where there is still an old graveyard, overgrown 
with shrubbery ; which was, at that early day, the 
German Reformed burial-place.* Mrs. Bmnner was 
B sister of Mr. Tempelman. It is said that, in his 
last years, he resided with his sister ; where he also 
died, about the year 1T61. He is buried "about 
four miles southeast of Lebanon, at a place called 
Tempelman's Hill, near the spot where he used to 
reside."' 

Not only the documents, hut tradition speaks 
well of Mr. Tempelman. He is always referred to 
as a pious man, and a faithful minister of the 
Gospel ; and, while his works of feith and love are 
still remembered on earth, his reward, we doubt 
not, is great in heaven. 

' Kircbeo-ieiturig, Deo. 15, 1852. 
■ Oer. Bef. Msm., Apnl 19, 1854 
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RET. -VnLLUM OTTBRBBIN. 



'WnjJAH OTTBBBim was bora in Nnsaaa Dillen* 
barg, Gemiany, on the 4th day of Jane, a. d. 1726. 
His parents were eminently pious ; and he bad all 
the advantages of a iaithfal Christian nnrtare, in 
childhood and yoath. At the proper age, he en- 
tered upon a regular coarse of classical and theo* 
logical studies, in the Beformed Gymnasium at 
Herbom, a small town on the Dill. In dne tim^ 
having been foand fally qaalified, he was licensed 
to preach the Gloepel ; which he did, for a short 
time, in his native town. His sermons, fall of 
tinction, and breathing a troly evangelical spirit, 
made, even at this period, a marked and deep im- 
pression on his hearers. 

Yoang Otterbein early felt the atirriogs of a 
missionaiy spirit, which caneed bim, with silent 
longings, to look beyond hia native land, and sigh 
for an open door in some foreign field. This desire 
seems to have been nartnred in his heart by his 
pious mother, who wished him to become a mis- 
sionary. Much and peculiarly as she loved her 
amiable son, yet, for Jesus' sake, as a matter of 
choice, she devoted him to the service of the Qoa- 
5» 
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pel, in anotber land, and said: "Go, m; eon-" 
With what atraage and beautiful courage and grace 
can a mother's love bind its Bacrifice apon the 
altar! 

It was not long till that God who had prepared 
his heart also sent the call, and opened the oppor- 
tunity. ThroQgh letters from the New World to an 
older brother of his, who was also in the m-inistry, 
be was made acqQ»nted, in part, with the destita- 
tion here. Meanwhile, also toward the close of th« 
year 1751, the Rev. Michael Schlatter came to the' 
Palatinate, for the -very purpose of procuring at 
least six young ministers for the American field. 
Toang Otterbeia's wish was gratified : he became 
one of tbem ; and, having been ordained, with five 
others, at the Hague, they sailed together, in com- 
pany with Mr. Schlatter, in March, 1752 ; arriving 
safely at New York, in the night preceding July 
28th of the same year. 

Boon after his arrival, Mr. Otterbein received a , 
call from the congregation at Lancaster, Pa., which 
had been vacant for several years, and only occa- 
sionally visited and supplied. An engagement for 
five years was made between him and the congre- 
gation ; and he entered upon his daties, as pastor, 
in Angast, 1752, in the twenty-eeventh year of his 
age, iiiU of vigor and holy zeaL He labored, 
daring these five years, as appears from the records 
of that church, amid various disconmgemente, 
though with regular success. Owing, probably, to 
tiie frequent vacancies which had here occurred, 
daring some years previous, loose ideas and prac> 
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tices had come to prevail ; and various irregalari- 
tiea, especiallj in regard to order and discipline, 
Lad gradually crept into the chureh. This was a 
source of grief and annoyance to him, and disconiv 
aged him in his work. 

Accordingly, at the close of the stipnlated term, 
in 1757, he was anxious to withdraw. "He com- 
pl^ned of many grievances, which had rendered 
his miniBtiy unhappy ; and demanded, as the con- 
dition of hia continuance, the exercise of a just 
ecclesiastical discipline, the abolition of all inor- 
din^ciea, and entire liber^ of coDBcience, in the 
performance of his pastoral duties. All this was 
readily promised by the congregation." 

The Cotns interceded in behalf of the congrega- 
tion, urging him to continue his ministry — to which 
he .finally consented, but was unwilling to engage 
for any specified time. He resumed his duties; 
reserving, however, the liber^ of resigning at any 
lime, as he intended soon to visit his native coun- 
try, and it was uncertain to him whether he would 
ever return. 

To this period belongs a paper, without date, but 
drawn up in the hand-writing of Mr. Otterhein, and 
signed by eighty male members of the congregation. 
The original is preserved in the archives of the 
church, at Lancaster; and it is worth quoting, as 
showing the spirit of the man, and also the praise- 
worthy character and dispodtion of the congrega- 
tion, at that time. 

"Inasmuch as, for some time, matters in our 
congregation have proceeded somewhat irregularly, 
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and since we* in the&e circumstaQces, do not cor- 
rectly know who they are that acknowledge them- 
selves members of oar cbarch, especially among 
those who reside out of town; we, the minister 
and officers of this chnrch, have taken this matter 
into consideration, and find it necessary to request, 
that every one who caUa himself a member of our 
church, and who is concerned to lead a Chrisdan 
life, should come forward, and subscribe his name 
to the following Bales of Order : 

"First of a]], it ia proper that those who profess 
themselves members should subject themselves to a 
becoming Christian church discipline, according to 
the order of Christ and his apostles; and thus to 
show respectful obedience to ministers and officers, 
in all things- that are proper, 

" Secondly. To the end that all disorder may be 
prevented, and that each member may become 
more fully known, each one, without exception, 
who desires to receive the Lord's Supper, shall, 
previous to the preparation service, upon a day 
appointed for that purpose, personally appear before 
the minister, that an interview may be held. 

"No one will, by this arrangement, he deprived 
of his liberty, or be in any way bound oppressively. 
This we deem necessary to the preservation of 
order; and it ia our desire that God may bless it to 
this end. Whoever is truly coQcerned to grow in 
grace, will not hesitate to subscribe his name." 

This paper, as already said, was signed by the 
congregation. The custom here established, which 
gives the pastor an opportunity of a personal interi- 
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view with each commonicant, previoaB to partaking 
of the Lord's Supper, ia certainly &n excelleot one. 
This good castom contioBed in the congregatioQ till 
the close of the ministry of the Rev. J. H. Hoflmeier 
— a period of seventy-five yean. The membera 
visited the parsonage during the week preceding 
the Holy Coiumiinion, leaving their names, as 
communicants; thus affording an opportanity to 
the pastor of making any inqniriea into the pro- 
gress of their religloiis life, and of imparting such 
connsel and comfort, as their several cases might 
reqnire. Fily that the good custom has been eaf- 
fered to sink oat of sight Its abandonment brought 
no bleesings to the church at Lancaster. 

Mr. Otterbein contdnued with this church only 
one year longer. He resigned his charge of it at 
the close of the year 1758, intending, at tiiat time, 
to make his contemplated vint to hie native land. 

Though the congregation at Lancaster bad existed, 
with considerable prcwperity, since 1786, it is evident 
that it was the labor, zeal, and influence of Mr. Otter- 
boin, which, more than those of any previous pastor, 
gave it consolidation, firmness, and character. Pre- 
vious to his time, its history was somewhat frag- 
mentary and' weak. He was the instrument by 
which its strength was concentrated and made per- 
manent. Under his ministry, the old small wooden 
church, which stood in the back part of the grave- 
yard, was superseded by a massive stone church, at 
the street ; which was built in 175S, and only taken 
down in 1852, having stood almost a centuiy- ^Q- 
temally, the congregation greatly prospered. Evi- 



dt, Google 



58 FATBERB or THE RK70BMBD CHITItCn. 

dences of his order SDd zeal look out npon as, 
from the records, in many ways; and enterprises 
started in hie time have extended their resolts, in 
the permanent features of the congregations, down 
to this day. 

After his resignation, at Lancaster, his design of 
yisiting Europe waa agun frustrated. The stem 
winter had set in; and the war with France was 
still prevailing ; which two things combined made 
a voyage very unpleasant, if not perilous. In the 
hope of a speedy peace, he deferred his voyage till 
the ensuing spring. Meanwhile, not wishing to be 
anemployed, but useful to the Church, he took 
charge, temporarily, of two congregations in Tul- 
pehocken. The war contiDuiog, he remained in 
this charge till the autumn of 1760, with great 
- blessing npon his labors. 

In the fkll of 1760, in answer to a second call, 
and pursuant to the wishes of Cotus, he trans- 
ferred his labors to Frederick, in Maryland. The 
considerations laid before him, as inducement to 
remove to Frederick, were, that it was a large con- 
gregation, and lay so very remote, that it could 
QOt, like Tulpehocken, be supplied by the pastors 
of neighboring churches. He had previously, on 
several occasions, visited this congregation, as sup- 
ply ; and, after the vacancy occasioned by the re- 
signation of Mr. Bteiner, in 1759, he had also 
received a regular call from the congregation; 
which, however, at the time, he declined. It seems 
that be now abandoned, or, at least, deferred inde- 
ftnitely his &vorite idea of visiting his native land 
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■^to which he was alao strongly ui^ed by the 
Fathers in Holland, by the Coins, and by the con- 
gregation at Frederick; and, according to the 
urgent aoIicitatioDS of Cotas and the congregation, 
remored to Fredeiick. la 1761, a call was pre- 
sented to him by the congregation of Eeadtng and 
Oly, in Berks county, Pa. This call, however, he 
declined, on the ground that he could not leave a 
charge whit^ he had bo lately assumed. He labored 
in Frederick, and its affiliated congregations, with 
succesa, for the space of five years. 

In Novemher, 1765, Mr. Otterbein removed to 
Yorl^ Pa.; and took charge of that congregation, 
to which he had received a regular call. While 
laboring here, the desire of visiting his fatherland, 
so long suppressed in his boBom, began once more to 
move him strongly. At length, he determined 
again to follow up his desire. Accordingly, in 
April, 1770, he left York,- without, however, re- 
signing his charge; and soon after sailed for his 
native land. He had a prosperous voyage, and 
reached the place of his destination in s^ety. 
Aiter he had visited bis childhood home, and the 
friends of his early years, his heart was again 
strongly moved towards his field of labor in the New 
World. Ailer an absence of about one year and 
a hal^ be returned ; and arrived safely among his 
people at York about the 1st of October, 1771. 
He continued here till the spring of 1774, when he 
was induced to accept a call from the new congre- 
gation in Baltimore ; which, in 1770, had separated 
fW)m the old church. 
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This diviaion took place under the ministry of a 
Mr. Faber, of whose services a pordou of tbe coa- 
gregatioD complfuned, as being lifeless and asedi- 
fying. Not sncceeding in displacing him, thej 
seceded, and bailt a church in Conway street; and 
procnred, as their pastor, Bev. Mr. Swope, a young 
man of talents and piety, who had lately arrived 
from Germany. The strife and trouble, however, 
did not abate. The intervention of tbe Cotus was 
invoked. Cotus, hoping still to unite both parties, 
decided that both Faber and Swope shonld with- 
draw, that their adherents might be united under 
some one against whom neither party was preju- 
diced. Mr. Faber withdrew, and removed to Taney- 
town ; but Mr. Swope's party would not suffer him 
to go. The <^d church then called a Mr. Wallauer, 
who had lately arrived, but was not sent by the 
Fathers in Holland. The new party, losing Mr. 
Swope, by death or removal, called Mr. Otterbein, 
who accepted. Cotus did not approve of fais ac- 
ceptance of this call, inasmuch as there were pre- 
judices in tbe old church against him, and there 
would he little hope of uniting the, two parties 
under his ministry. He, however, persisted; and 
Cotus yielded to the arrangement, and recognised 
both congregations. 

Mr. Otterbein began to labor in this congregation 
with his usual zeal; and he is spoken o^ in the 
Minutes of 1775, as *' laboring, with a blessing, in 
his new field." He continued in this church up to 
the time of his death — a period of almost forty 
pears. This period of bis life has been much mis- 
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nnderetood sod miarepreaented. It is claimed, by 
the United Brethren in Christ, that this chnrch in 
Baltimore is the mother, and 'Rev. Otterbein the 
father, of that sect Althongh it is well known 
that his influence mingled much with the elements 
oat of which that sect at last sprang into format 
existence, yet he was, in no proper sense, the 
fonnder of that sect. By his well-meant, thoagh 
somewhat nngaarded, zeal, he nnconecionsly en- 
couraged tendencies which he could not afterwards 
control as be desired ; but the results to which the 
movement led were neither, then or later, accord- 
ing to bis will and wish. 

It is dae to truth, and to the memory of Mr. 
Otterbein, to present some &ctB and considerations 
wbicb will clearly show that he never designed to 
form a sect ; tbat he never did form one ; that he 
labored to hinder its formation; and that be, 
towards the end of his life, drew back from the 
religious movement which be saw would end in 
a sect ; and died, formally, as well as in heart and 
sympathy, in the German Keformed Church. 

Rev. William Han by, in bia "History of the 
United Brethren in Christ," says : " This denomi- 
nation took its rise in the United States, about the 
year 1755." Supposing this to be a correct state- 
ment — though, as will later appear, it is far aside 
of the historical fact — the Minutes of Cbtua, as 
well as the preceding &cts of Mr. Otterbein's life, 
show that, for years later, no minister stood and 
labored more regularly, in the German Keformed 
Chnrch, than Mr. Otterbein. After be took chaige 
Vol. n.— 6 
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of the church at Baltimore, he was equally regular 
in his ^atteadance upon Cotus. Ha was present iu 
1775, in 1776 ; abaent in 1777. From this time on, 
the iEnntea arS lost, for several years. For 1783, 
1784, and 1785, the Minutes are extant: in the first 
two years he was present, and in the last absent, 
"on account of a joamey to Yirg^ni^" Iu 1790, 
he was absent; no doubt on account of the dis- 
tance, Cotus having met that year in Faulkner 
Swamp. 

The next historical date given by Mr. Hanby is 
this: " The first conference was held in Baltimore, 
Maiyland, in 1789." Then, fitrtber on, he says: 
"They appointed an annual conference, which con- 
vened in Maryland, in 1800. They there united 
themselves into a society, which bears the name of 
'United Brethren in Christ.' " Suppoaing this also 
to be true, we find that, in>m 1790 to 1800, Mr. 
Otterbein was three times present at the Cotus, and 
is mentioned at every annual meeting; and once 
(1796) it is expressly said, that he was absent " on 
account of sickoess." He was present, in 1800, at 
the Cotus, in York. He was present also in 1806. 
His name appears on the Minutes up to ^he time of 
his death, in 1813 ; and the next year it is dropped. 

How clearly do these facts show the felsehood of 
those oft-repeated charges, most uncharitably made 
against the Church in which he stood — that he was 
" persecuted, for many years, for preaching the doc- 
trines of the Reformation;'" that "he virtually 
withdrew from his Mother Church ;" * that ha " or- 

' History of DaDomioKtioDe, p. 660. * Ibid. 
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ganized a separate and independent chnreh, in Bal- 
timore, already, in 1774 ;"' that be and others were 
"ejected from their chnrches, becaiiEe of their 
zeal;"^ that he had "to leare his old church be- 
canse of perseeation;'" that "the Synod and 
Church parted with him apparently with little 
Borrow or regret" !* How Datrne is all this, when 
viewed in the light of facts ! Mnch as the Cotns 
regretted some of his well-meant concessions to 
what theysaw wonld prove — as history shows it 
has done — a tendency to fanaticism, sect, and 
schism, he waa treated with the utmost tenderness 
— a Christian spirit which, after the storm had 
abated, in his tnind, he gratefally appreciated ; and 
which eerved greatly, in his old age, to endear to 
hie heart the Ohnrch of his first and last love. 

"We do nol intend, by this, to show that be did 
not, for some time, sympathize with the movement 
which resnlted in the sect of "the United Brethren 
in Christ." We are well aware that he attended a 
certain conference, composed of men who looked, 
more and more, towards snch an organization : we 
desire only to show that he kept his hold in the 
German Reformed Chnreh; that this claim was 
never denied to him ; and that he never surrendered 
himself to that tendency ; and it will clearly appear, 
in what follows, that be labored all the time to pre- 
vent the formation of a sect, 

Mr. Spaytb himself says, in regard to Otterhein : 
"He was no partisan. From first to last, nothing 

' Spajth's Hist., pp. 21, 43. ' Ibid., p. 107. 

* Hiatoi; of Denominfttiom, p. 661. * Ibid., p. 665. 
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was ferther from hira, than to use his talents, or 
the office of his calling, to cauae Bchism in any 
chnrch, or to put himself forward as a leader. 
Nevertheleee, the work of reformation proceeded 
onward, under his guidance ; and, hj his pruden- 
tial measures, was gaining firmaess end stability 
as it progressed. Yet be would not be called 
chiet'" 

Had he desired it, he could at any time have 
orgsaized a sect He had unlimited influence over 
the preachen. "All eyes," said Spayth, "had been 
directed to him, to lead in coansel : the preachers, 
not one excepted, paid this deference to him : the 
care of all the chnrches had been resting npon 
him ; and, such was the love of obedience to him, 
that if he said to one, Glo, he went ; if to another, 
Come, he came."^ He naed this influence to pre- 
vent a sect, instead of to form one. 

" Why," asks a Methodist, "was the German Re- 
formation, in the Middle States, that sprang up with 
Boehm, OtterbeiD,-and their helpers, not more per- 
fect? They all bad had Charch membership, as 
Presbyterians (Reformed), Lutherans, Moravians, 
Dunkers, Mennonites. The spiritual men of these 
societies generally united with the Reformers ; but 
they brought along with them the formalities, bq- 
perstitions, and peculiar opinions of religious edu- 
cation. There was no master-spirit, to rise up and 
organize and lead them. Otterbein, one of the 
wisest and best of men, could only approve : when 
urged to pat himself forward, as a leader, his great 

> Histoi; of the United Brethren, p. 133. ■ Ibid., p. 83. 
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modesty and diffidence of himself forbade his ac- 
ceptance of so high a trast."* All thia means, 
most eleariy, that, while they ardently desired a 
revival of the spint of true piety, they were not 
williug either to be turned over into the bosom of 
Methodism, or consolidated into a sect. 

In this feeling of horror, at the idea of forming 
a sect, Mr. Boehm, with whom he often met at 
"big meetings," sympathized with him. "Being 
convinced," he says, "of the necessity of order and 
discipline in the Chnrcb of Gk)d, and having no 
wieb to be at the head of a separate body, I advised 
seriooB persons to join the Methodists." He him- 
self did what he advised others to do. ** In 1S03, 
I enrolled my same on a Methodist class-book." 
Mr. Otterbein, however, conld not be drawn towards 
the Methodists. He wonld not consent to adopt 
"the general rales of the Methodiste, which were 
nrged by Bro. Henry Weidner, and some others, on 
Otterbein, to translate and adopt, at an early day."* 

In 1805, Mr. Otterbein was present, for the latt 
time, at the Conference ;' thoagh he lived till 1818, 
and was present At the Germao Beformed Synod 
in 1806. It is remarkable that, from that time, 
the pecnHaritiee which oharaoterize the sect began 
to be introduced. In 1809, they entered into a 
oorrospondence with the Methodists, which waa 
continued till 1812. From this correspondence, it 
is plun that they were not yet fully consolidated 
into ein independent sect, but the leaders are feel- 

> HeUi. Mi^., ToL Ti. pp. 2S3-4. 

' matotj of the United Bntbren.'p. 147. * Ilnd., p. 10&. 
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ing their way in that direcUoD. Many were averse 
to it. The Methodist Conference eaya: "We have 
instructed our preachers to deal very tenderly with 
those membera of your Church who have not fully 
come into our measures of union, as far as the 
rules and orders of our Church will admit." In 
reply, the Brethren say: "We are truly thankful 
for the delicacy and tenderness, intimated in your 
letter, aa touching those members of our Church 
that may, as yet, not be divested of certain pecu- 
liaritJes. But we humbly hope that the mists will, 
ere long, through the effulgence of the Gospel day, 
be dispersed from every mind. We have, in many 
places, succeeded in forming class-meetings, and 
. extending discipline ; and, as far as prudence shall 
dictate, we will pursue." ^ It will be remembered 
that we have already shown that Otterbein did not 
agree to adopt the Methodist rules and discipline. 
He was one of those who could not be " divested 
of certain peculiaritiea." 

Mr. Spayth speaks of Otterbein and Boehm, as 
bishops, early in this century ; yet it is evident, that 
no such office existed among them then. Otter- 
beiA positively refused to be regarded in that light, 
or as a leader, in any sense. But we have positive 
proof, from Kev. Newcomer himself, that neither 
bishops nor a general discipline existed before 1813. 
Under date of May 5th, 6th, and 7th, 1813, he 
mentions a conference of Brethren, held at Chris- 
tian Herr'e, where he records the following: "May 
I See OorreBpODdeDoe in the Hielorj of the United Bretbren, 
pp. 116-26. 
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the Lord grant na union of spirit and brotherly 
love \ I find the Brethren are greatly divided ia 
opiaion, in respect to the diacipline of oar society. 
6th. To-day we had rather somewhat of a tarhu- 
lent BessioQ :.the Brethren appear not to anderatand 
each other : may the Lord grant nnto each of as 
wiedom from on high, to perform our duties accept- 
ahly in His sight 7th. Bless the Lord ! to-day we 
bad more unanimity in Conference. The Brethren 
elected a snperintendent or bishop, who ia to have 
charge of the whole society r if poseible, to attend 
aU the Annual Cocferecces of the United Brethreo 
in Christ. He is also to have power to nominate, 
and, with the approbation or consent of each Annual 
Conference, to appoint elders to assist and support 
him, when and wherever he may find it necessary ; 
but to continue in office only one year, unless re- 
elected : may God grant him wisdom, and' assist bim, 
with His Holy Spirit, faithfully to dischai^e his 
duties ! Amen." ' This was only six months before 
Otterbein's death, and nearly eight years after be 
had attended their conferences for the last time. 

There is abundant evidence of the feet, that, 
during the eight years &om 1805, when he attended 
the Brethren Conference fpr the last time, to his 
death, in 1813, he continued to take an interest in 
the German Eefonned Church. We have already ■ 
shown that he attended synod after that date, and 
that his name continued on the roll of its ministers, 
in the regular way. In 1808, we find he interested 
himself in Mr. I'ries and Mr. Humerichhouse, who 
' Newoomer's Journal, p. 213. 
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wished to study, with a view to the holy ministry ; 
ftdvieiag them to study with Mr. Wagner, of Fre- 
derick, and writing to him in their behalf. 

In 1810, when Mr. Pries bad taken charge of 
congregations in York county, be was much an- 
noyed by Metfaodistio fanaticism and proselytism. 
He wrote to Otterbein for advice as to the course 
he should pnrsae towards tbem. He advised htm 
not to epeak pablicly on the subject, but pursue a 
quiet and orderly course, in hie own worship, 
preaching the positive trathe of the Scriptures, as 
the best way to meet error, and build up the king- 
dom of God. 

There are, however, venerable and trnthfnl Fa- 
thers, still living, whose testimony, in reference to 
Otterhcin's position in relation to the Church of 
his fathers, is abundant, clear, and conclu^ve. The 
testimony of Rev. Thomas "Winters, of Ohio, who 
was brought into the ministry by Otterbein, testifies 
that he,was often urged to join the new sect, but 
refused, on the same ground as Otterbein, who 
"bad never contemplated such a movement, nor 
believed that it was called for." Speaking of Ot- 
terbein, he says : "He always made great account 
of the Catechism. He never thought of leaving 
our Church; had no desire of forming a new or- 
' ganizatioD. I often heard him say to his andience, 
in his appeals : ' I ask you not to leave your 
Church; I only ask you to forsake your sins.' I 
do not know that be was charged with having left 
our Church, while living." ' 
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In Atigast, 1812, Kev. Isaac Gerhart, etill living, 
called to see Otterbein, in Baltimore. He met 
him, sitting in his study, with a lai^e German 
Sible before him, which he bad been reading. He 
remarked to Mr. Gerhart, that old age made it ne- 
cessary for him to have large print to read. In the 
coDvereation, he asked Mr. Qerbart whether he was 
a member of Synod ; to which he replied, that he 
was not yet taken np as sach, but was studying 
with Rev. 8. Helfenstein, and expected to apply for ' 
license the next spring. On which Mr. Otterbein 
remarked : " I also am a member of the Synod of 
the German Beformed Chnrch; but cannot attend, 
on account of old age." He then mentioned the 
time when he was last present at Synod : Kev. Fa- 
ther Gerhart says he can testify to this &ct on oath, 
if necessary; but all who know him will believe 
his word as well as his oath. 

Eev. William Hendel, Jr., D.D., before his death, 
testified the same as these two Pathers, to Rev. Thos. 
H. Leinbach, of Tnlpehocken. 
- The position and course of Otterbein is easily 
understood by any one who looks impartially into 
the character and spirit of the man, and into the 
times when he operated. He was a man of ardent 
piety and'bnming zeal. Gifted with extraordinary 
preaching powers, he left; deep impressions behind 
bim, wherever he ministered in the Word. His 
gifts and hia zeal induced him frequently to extnnd 
his ministrations beyond his own congregation. He 
was full of pious sympathy for the German people, 
in destitate settlements. He cheerfully attended 
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meetings held at private bouses, and in the woods ; 
where preaching was generally kept up for several 
days, in which ministers and members of different 
persuasions took part His superior talents made 
him prominent ; so that bis presenca was everywhere 
desired and solicited. As be conid not abide in 
those places where the people were awakened to 
new earnestness by his preaching, and that of those 
who labored with bim, he encouraged sensible and 
' gifted laymen to hold meetings, at private houses, 
for prayer and exhortation. These exhorters gra- 
daally rose to preachers. For a tjme,'all went well. 
But gradually differences arose, in these circles, 
and among these exhorters, in regard to feet-wash- 
ing, in&nt baptism, immersion, and' other means 
and measures. For a while, the influenetf ofOt- 
terbein was sufficient to settle these differences. 
Time and progress, in tbeir opinion, called for 
order) some kind of discipline, and organization. 
Mr. Otterbein wished no order except that in which 
all stood in the churches to which they severally 
belonged. But some of these ezhorter-preaebers, 
u they grew in prominence, grew also in a censo- 
riona spirit towards the regular ehorches. There 
most be a flight from "Babel" — a "coming out" 
from among the dead, and " dead forms" must he 
cast away. "The 'spirit," and nirt "the letter," 
must be the mla. The spirit of independence 
looked towards a separate organization, and this 
towards a sect. Otterbein saw it; felt it; and, 
notwithstanding he was held in unbonnded respec^ 
yet was the new power daily growing beyond him. 
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He had wakened np powers which he found it 
di£ScaIt to control. His disciples, with leas learn- 
ing, less comppehensiveneas of theological and ec- 
clesiastical views, less reverence for what was old, 
venerable, and sacred in the order of the Church, 
hesitated not wildly to run oat his welMntended 
ntOTements towards a revival in the Chutch, to an 
organization out of it ; till the movement grew, at 
length, into the last resalts of sect and schism. He 
held on to it, not to organize it, but to prevent its 
oi;ganization ; not to carry it forward, but to restrain 
and control it. Only when the case became hope- 
less, did he withdraw. He saw, for years before he 
died, wbith^ it was leading. In the quietude of 
old age, he silently mourned over the evil; and 
scarcely had he closed his eyes in death, when the 
finally formed sect, in the victory of ta\L organiza- 
tion, shoated over hia grave. 

He seema to have felt deeply, in his laat years, 
the fearful evil of a lioet ot preachers, going forth 
in the land, in connection with this movement, 
performing all the fanctions of the ministry, vitk- 
out ordmationt This crying evil he labored, in his 
last years, as far as possible, to remove. On the 1st 
of October, 1813, only about six weeks before his 
death, when he was already "very weak and feeble 
in body," Mr. Newcomer visited him. -Otterbein 
"was greatly rejoiced" to see him, informing him 
that he had received a letter from the Brethren in 
the "West, "wherein he was requested to ot-daiB 
him, by the laying on of hands, to the office of 
Elder «a& preacher of the Gospel," before hia de- 
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parture out of this world. Mr. Otterbein had evi- 
dently had correspondence with "the Erethren in 
the West," on thia subject; for what else could 
cause them to deeire the Ordination of a man who 
bad already performed -all the functiona of the min- 
istiy for thirty-three years? Newcomer replied 
that "if,'in his opinion, the performance of tho act 
should be thought necessary and beneficial, he had 
no objection tomake whatsoever, but wonid cheer- 
fully consent." The liext day, Mr. Otterbein, as- 
sisted by Eev. William Byland, an Elder of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, in the presence of 
several members of the Church, ordained Mr. 
Newcomer, and two other Brethren preachers, 
Joseph Hoffman and Frederick Shaffer, "in the 
house of Father Otterbein."' It was, perhaps, 
the best he conld do. This circumstance shows 
how powerfully the solemnity of the old Chnrcb 
feeling came over his mind and heart, in the calm 
hours of old age! Who can foil to read, in thia 
tonching effort to give validity to an abnormal 
Tninistry, volumea in relation to his views and feel- 
ings, at the time. Whether, in the heat of former 
enthusiasm, be had, for the time, ceased to lay any 
stress upon regular ordination, or whether the fiery 
spirits who believed themselves called to the min- 
istry by the Spirit, -without the form, would not 
bear him on this subject, it is, perhaps, now diffi- 
cult to determine ; but bis ordination, just before 
his death, of a man who bad served in this irregu- 
lar ministry for a period of thirty-three years, shows 
' Kewcomer'B Joniiul, pp. 219-20. 
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that the whole snbject came home to his feelings 
with deep Bolemnity. 

Mr. Otterbein's bodily feeblenees, in his last 
years, was not the result of any special disease, 
but rather the gradaal exhaustion of life by old 
age. He had lived temperately, which husbanded 
his physical powers till the term of mortal life was 
fully run out He had, however, suffered some, 
towards the close of his life, from an asthmatic 
affection. He died, in great tranquillity, about tea 
o'clock on "Wednesday evening, October 17th, 1818, 
aged 87 years, 4 months, and 13 days.' 

He was attended, on his death-bed, by Kev. Br. 
Kurtz, of the Lutheran Church. Aiter this vene- 
rable man bad concluded his prayer, the dying man 
responded: "Amen I amen! it is finished !" Soon 
after, he quoted the words of aged Simeon : "Lord, 
now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, ac- 
cording to Thy word; for mine eyes have seen Thy 
salvation." Still later, and as his last words, he 
said: "Jesus, Jesua, I die; but Thou livest, and 
soon I shall live with Thee. The conflict is over. 
I b«gin to feel an unspeakable fulness of divine 
love and peace. Lay my head on my pillow, and 
be still!" The emancipated spirit rested in the 
bosom of its God. 

' On Friday morning, the 19th, at ten o'clock, the 
corpse was home into the church, where a discourse 
was delivered, in German, by Kev. Dr. Kurtz, and 

> The tDsoription on his tonbBtone makes it 87 jeua, S 
mouths, and 13 days ; wbicb makes him ooe mouth older than 
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one ia English by the Eev. Me. Ryland ; after which, 
his remaiDS were deposited by the side of the Ger^ 
man Reformed chnrch, on Conway street, Balti- 
more ; now in possession of the United Brethren 
in Christ, though the property belongs to the Ger- 
man Reformed church, by charter! The services 
at the grave were performed by the Rev. George 
Baebielda. 

On the 14th of March, 1814, Bishop Ashnry, of 
the Methodist Church, by request, preached a ser- 
mon, "in allusion toWm- Ottorbein," in the Conway 
street church, Baltimore, from Rev. jii. 10, 11. Mr. 
Otterbein bad assisted Dr. Coke at the ordination 
of Mr. Ashury as the £ret bishop of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, in America; and they were inti- 
mate friends through liie. His aermoa is said to have 
been an afiectionate token to the memory of his friend. 

Mr. Otterbein was a man of considerable mental 
cultivation, and of undoubted piety. Aa a, preacher, 
he was popular and impressive. Uis voice was low, 
and somewhat feeble ; which, on one occasion, was 
made an objection to him, when he was a candidate 
for the pastorate of the congregation of Philadel- 
phia. Yet there was a charm in hia speaking, 
which chained the listener to him. Dignified in his 
deportment, in the pulpit, he spoke calmly, ao- 
lemnly, and tenderly. Hie eouaciation was dis- 
tinct, and his thoughts ran in a clear and lo^^cal 
order; while his exhortations moved, with great 
power, the emotions of his audience. 

In hia peraonal appearance, he was tall, well 
formed, with a bland, benerolent coantenance ; in 
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his depol*tmeiit, coarteoua and friendly ; in his words, 
easy and mild. The Ber. Mr. Stahlschmidt, who met 
him, at the hoase of Dr. Stoy, in 1TT8, when he was 
yet comparatively young, Baya; "He ia avery gentlo 
and friendly man ; and, on account of his d«Toat 
and pious course of life, he is known and highly 
respected throughout the *hoie land."' 

There ia an incidental reference, in 1762, to the 
fact that Mr. Otterbein married, a abort time pre- 
viooely; "becaase circumetaooes in this conntry 
are sticb, that no miniateiv who vonld escape the 
tongue of Blander, can remain unmarried."' It IB 
said that his wife was of the Heudel &mily. She 
lived but a short time. In a letter accompanying 
the Cotal acts of 1773, he ia referred to as nnmar- 
ried ; but how long a time previoua to this his wife 
died, doea not appear. He has no descendants. 

Mr. Otterbein had an older brother, Rev. Qeorge 
Qottfned Otterbein, ^Reformed pastor in Duisburg, 
on the Bhine, who was considerable of an author: 
among other works, he published, in 1803, two 
volumes of sermons, on the Heidelberg Catechism. 
A number of copies of this work were imported by 
his brother, and sold in this country. Copies of it 
are still, here and there, to be found. The work 
posaesaes considerable merit, as a sound, spiritual, 
and eminently practical treatise on that excellent 
Bymlx>l of faith. 

1 Pilger-BeiM sn Wauer nnd zq I^nd, p. 2S8. 

* Lettn to HoUsnd, Ironi several eldera of the ofanroh ia Am- 
well. New Jersey, to the Deputies of the Syooda of BollEuid, 
Oct. 29, 1762. See a copy in Dr. Mayor's MSS., vol. i. pp. 158-9. 
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The tomb of Otterbeia is well preserved, and 
Buitablj marked by a marble entablature, beario^f 
the following memorial : 

"Eiermhen die Qeb«in, 

Dea Tentorbeneo 

William Ottarbaiu, 

Oflbohren 4, Jaiii, 172S. 

0«Btorben 17, NoTember, 1813, 

SeineB Alters 87 jahre, 5 monath, 13 Tftge." 

" Sallg rind die Todeo, die in dcm Hem cteiban; von nnn 
an. Ja der Qoiat ipriobt, daw rie ralwn Ton ihrec Axbeit; 
denn ihra Werke fblgen ihneu uuh." 
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Ok tbfl banks of the Dill, a tribatai7 of the 
Sbioe, in 'Westphalia, ie a email town named Heiv 
born, tt containe a small caetle ; and is the seat 
of a German Refonned academical g^na«iam, 
which TTaa CBtablished in 1684. This is the birth- 
place of Rev. "William Btoy. He was born March 
14th, 1726. He received, no donbt, bia pi^pam* 
toty edacation in the seminaty of his natiye place. 

Mr. Stoy' came to this coontry aa a yonng man^ 
in Jnly, 1763. He was one of the six ministers 
whom Mr. Schlattef brought with him, on his re- 
turn to this country. They bad been ordained by 
the Claasis of Amstenilam, and appointed to labor 
in the destitute ehnfches in America. 

Soon after his arrival, yet in the same year (1752), 
he took charge of the congregation at Tulpebockeo. 
Here he remained, as pastor, for the space of three 
years, when he resigned. Mr. Stoy fonnd the cli- 
mate of this new conntiy veiy severe npon his con- 
stitntion. Fevers prevculed, to which he became 

I ProDOaaoed Sro-E. In later 11&, ha wm alwaja (wll«d Doc- 
tor Stay. We bKT« not baen mbl« to wwrtt^n whether Am was a 
medical ot theolo^oal UUe. 
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sabject; and, daring the first foar years of bis 
nunistry,' was afflicted with iil-health, almost witb- 
oot intemiptioD. He bad made op bis mind to 
retnni to bis fotberland, as bis only Ifope of regain- 
ing bis bealtb ; and wrote to the Fathers in Hol- 
land, for permiseioQ bo to do. However, before be 
received an answer to bis request, his health im- 
proved ; and he concluded to remain, even though 
permission to retnrn had been granted him. 

In 1756, the oongregatioD in Philadelphia became 
vacant, by the resignation of the Bev. Mr. Steiner, 
wbo removed to ^Frederick, in Maryland. Mr. Stoy 
was requested by Cotua to supply that congregation, 
for a year, with the hope, as it seems, that he would 
become its permanent pastor. This was also Mr. 
Stoy'awish. He wasnoteucceeefgl, however, in retain- 
ing tbe good-will and confidence of the congregation. 
Difflculties arose soon after he came to Philadel' 
pbia; growing oat of the circumstance of his con- 
tracting and consummating marriage in a clande&- 
tine manner; which tbe congregation regarded as 
both imprudent and improper — imprudent, beoanse 
his choice fell upon " a Btoddng-weaver's daughter;"* 
and improper, because she was, at the time, by con- 
sent of her parents, solemnly engi^^ to a young 
shoemaker. In regard to tbe first point, oar &thct« 
may have been too severe; since virtue and worth 
may also be found in humble life. Whether tbis 
was the case, in this instance, the documents do 
not reveal ; bat charity hopes ao. As to the second 

' A dwighter of Frederiok Mftgi, who Beemt to hare been tt 
Mklow member of the ohnrch. 
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cause of offence, there can be no doabt aa to its im- 
propnety. Both, taken together, were regarded aa 
undignified and wrong, in a minieter; and a feel- 
ing of settled dislike was thereby awakened against 
him. .Though he made strenuous effi)rts to recon- 
cile the people, and remain, he fiiiled; and, in a 
little more than a year, was forced to leave Phila- 
delphia. 

Abont this time, Mr. Otterbein resigned the ooq- 
gregation at Lancaster, . with a view of visiting 
Snrope— in which design, however, he was after- 
wards hindered — wherenpon Mr. Stoy received a 
call from that congregatioti. He accepted the call ; 
and commenced his ministry, in his new field of 
labor, in October, 1758. He continaed at Lanoas- 
ter until January, 1763. The history of this con- 
gregation, at least in its outward concerns, is cha- 
racterized by considerable vigor and enterprise, 
during the period of Mr. Stoy's ministry. In the 
Cotal proceedings of the Eeformed Chnrch of 
Holland, for the year 1760, there is to be found 
the following notice of Mr. Stoy, and his opera- 
tions in Lancaster: "After Mr. Stoy came here, 
A. D. 1758, in the month of October, he found aboQt 
one hnndred fiimilies that belonged to the church. 
He has baptized, since that time to the month of 
May, 1760, one hundred ; instructed forty young 
persons in the confession of faith, and received 
them as communicants. At present, sixty chil- 
dren attend the school." 

While he was pastor at Lancaster, he also 
preached, every fonr weeks, at Pequae, now New 



80 FATHKfiS OV T&a BKFOBHB0 OHUEOH. 

Providence; tbst being then connected with the 
Xiancaater pastorate. 

From LaocastOT, Mr. Stoy removed to Lebanon, 
then called Stettztown — a new town, laid oat Obly 
about faar, aome aay BeTen, years prerioos. His 
miaisterial attentiona were not confined to Leba- 
non. He preached also at the Host chnrGh ; and, 
at intervals, more or less regularly, in a number of 
locfJitieB between the Schaylkill and the Sasgae- 
banna, in Lebanon Yallay. 

Id 1773, the Bev. Mr. StahlBcbmidt refers to him 
as lesldiog in Lebanon, " a practising phyeictan }" 
though he also preached.' 

Some difficulties seem to have arisett betwean 
him and Gotae ; bo that, for some time previoae to 
1771, hb was not a member of it How, and a£ 
what precise time, the mptOre occntred; whether 
he separated himself, or Was separated by the set 
of Cotus, is not known. The Syubd of Holland, 
about 1770, made inqairy in regard to his relftUoa 
to CbtuB ; to which this body, in ihtnr Minutes of 
October, 1771, reply as follows: "The Vetierablo 
Fathers desire to know of the Bevereod Cotu^ 
why Mr. Stoy is no more received as a minister, 
under the Cotus. We have the honor of assuring, 
them, that, much as they would wish to r^ard 
Domine Stoy as a member of ihe Beverend Cotus, 
they are not able to do so; for the reason, that, it 
is to be feared, he would effi^ct more injury than 
good among them, because we all know him; and. 
hence the Beverend Cotus has thought it better 
* Pilgar-BnK, p. 288. 

C,ql,lt!dt,G00glC 



RET. DB. WILLIAM BTOT. 81 

and more jadicioas, seeing there is daoger that the 
peace of our communioQ would be interruptedt 
not to accept and receive Mr. Btoy as a member of 
Cbtns."' 

This, it seems, was not eatiBfactory to the Fathers 
in Holland ; and hence, in a letter to Cbtus, dated 
Amsterdam, Jan. 12tb, 1773, they again refer to 
the matter, expressing th^r wish that he might be 
received as a member of Cotns. They retam » 
Bimilar answer ; adding that Mr. Stoy bad hereto- 
fore been a sonrce of strife in their body; that, a 
year ago, shortly before the meeUog of Cotns, be 
had pnbliehed, in the public paper, an article 
against the Cotue, holding it np to ridicule ; aud, 
this year, immediately after its adjournment, be 
bad sent a circular to all the ministers, filled with 
bitter charges aad threats.' 

A learned Qerman traveller, who, in 1783 and 
1784, passed through the varioas settlements of 
Pennsylvania, found Mr. Stoy still at Lebanou, and 
made hia acquaintance. He says that Mr. Btoy bad 
already been, for many years, pastor of that con- 
gregation : he had, however, left the congregation, 
for several years, to go to Leyden, in order to study 
the science ^id art of medicine.^ This must have 



' Minutes of Synod, 1771; tranBoribad by Di. Mayer, ^ee 
MS., vol. i. pp. 187-8. 

> Letter from the Officers of Cutus to the Reverend Fathers in 
AmBterdam, dated Northampton, Nov. 27th, 1773 ; transcribed 
bj Dr. Mayer. MS., vol. i. p. 215. 

■ Keiso in den Nord. Am. Stoaten, by Johaon Daf id Schiipf, 
^314. 
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been previoHB to 1778, the time when the Jter. Mr. 
Stahlechmidt already Bpettks of bSm Aa s phyEaciftn. 

After hia removal to Lebanon, he devoted mnch 
of his time to the practice of medicine ; thongfa he 
did' not, at first, at leaet, ceaas to preach. He car^- 
tried hit saddle-bags with him, to his appointments. 
He discovered, it la said, an efleotnal cure for hy- 
drophobia, which is still in use. He also prepared 
aoother medicine, which received great favor, And 
ia Btill popnlarly known as "Stoy's Drops." 

It wonid seera that Mr. 8toy also, at one time, 
resided in Reading. We hare before us now, a 
long original letter and docnment^ from him, di- 
rected to Joseph Reed, Esq., President of the Bn- 
preme Executive Council of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, "oQ the present raode of TaxAtion." It ia 
dated "Reading, Dec. I7th, 1779;"' and the en- 
dorsement whioh the recipient made on It is : " Rev. 
William 6toy, of Reading: his remarks on the 
present mode of Taxation." This would indieate 
that he then resided at Readings 

This interesting and characteriBtia letter and 
document U written in English, in Mn Stby's own 
hand. It exhibits the extent of his knowledge of 
the English language ; shon-a what interest be took 

■ In January, 17T9, Congreas bad sent down to tbe States & 
Te<Itiia1tfon for 115,000,000, fbr the redemption of bUla of ore- 
dit ; of which aum $1,900,000 was apportioned td PeDnayhUiil, 
to be raiaed by taz&tion for the year 1779. This hnvjauBi, 
only a small part of b heavy debt, and the probability of ib 
increase, by the continuance of the war, brought the aubject ot 
taxation formidably befbre the people. This seema to haia 
occasioned this letter and doeument. 
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in political mftttere ; manifeHts much of hie spirit, 
and manner of thinking and Bpeaking ; and ia, in 
man; reepects, of mucli interest. 

1% shows bis patriotism ; his hatred to aristoraw^ 
and monopolies; hia ej^mpathj with the laboring 
olaea, and with the poor; bis honesty, sinceritT't 
and earoest deeira to preserve the rights of private 
citizens, and promote the wel&re of the Statei. 
It ia said that frequent commnuicaliona, on p<diti- 
cal Bulfiecta, from Br. Btoy, appeared in the " Bead- 
ing Adler," at an early day. 

Abraham Brown, an Elder in the church at 
Lewisbai^,, who waa bom in 1789, and, mtb his 
&&er, removed from the valley north of tbe Blue 
monntain,' in Berks coun^, Fa., at an early day,, 
reniembers that X>r. Stoy used to come across tbe 
mountain, to preach in that valley, when be waa a 
ebild. At the same time, b9 was in tbe h»bit als9 
of inoculating against tbe small-pox; being tbe 
first one who, ajoid much exposition, introduced 
that merciful remedy - into that valley. 'Ear ^ome 
time, there were ouly six families in the valley who 
permitted him to operate : the general &eliug waa, 
that it was a wicked attempt to thwart Providence ; 
but bis influence, and, with i^ tbe remedy, gradu- 
ally prevmled over all prejudice. 

On the occa»on of such semi-medioal and semi- 
paatoral visits. Dr. Stoy was never without bis moch- 
loved fowling-piece. At an eariy day, there were, 
in that valley, extensive plains, covered with low 
scrub-oak, iii which prairie-hei>B, and other game, 
1 Blaabergev-Tbal. 
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sboanded. He generally came bn Triday evening; 
and, on Saturday, he would get some persons to 
accompany bim, not eo much to aeeist in shooting, 
as to start the game for bim, so that be could drop 
it on the wing — the only way he wonld ever shoot 
at any fowl. Such was his skill, that he seldom 
missed his mark ; and such was bis passion for this 
kind of sport, that he never grew weary of it. 

Mr. Stoy was a man endowed with a considerable 
share of nataral talent ; which was well developed 
by a good edncalion. ■ He thought with vigor on 
ench subjects as were of interest to him. His sym- 
pathies were very strongly on the side of freedom, 
during the war of the Kevolntion ; and tradition 
jtill repeats ways and instances in which his zeal 
expressed itself. He seems to have turned his at- 
tentioD considerably to natural science; and took 
an active interest in the development of the natu- 
ral resources of the country, then so new. He was 
an excellent linguist: most of bis lettere, still ex- 
tant, are written in the Latin language. He also 
wrote English and Dutch, with considerable fluency 
and correctness. 

He was somewhat given to queer schemes. As 
an instance, may be mentioned bia determination 
to tr«n one of his sons after the manner of the 
Nazarites — 'the tenets of which were to abstain 
from wine, and all intoxicatiog drinks; to let the 
hair grow, without cutting or shaving ; not to enter 
a house with a corpse in it ; and not to attend any 
funeral. Numbers vi. In this way, be hoped to 
train up a mau of Samson-Uke energy — a physical 
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and moral Boanergea. Judges ziii. 5 ; xri. 17. It 
is saidj however, that the «xperinieDt was far from 
sncceBsfhl. 

His spirit and halrita exhibit many of thoee Want, 
sturdy, and rough pioneer elements, which we 
readily associate with a prominent, original cha- 
racter of that age. He was, as already noticed, 
exoeBBiTely fond of gnnning sports ; and frequently 
carried his gun with him, when passing round on 
~paetoral dnties. He was very fond of relating 
anecdotes of a diverting kind ; and frequently gave 
occasion to others, by his singnlarities, to tell 
amusing anecdotes of him ; many of which tradi- 
tion has preserved, and still repeats — an unforta- 
nate fame for a minister to acquire. 
• His piety wae questioned by many — perhaps 
■uncharitably. He is said to have been wanting in 
eamestaesB, in bis ministerial duties. His eccen- 
tricities ; his want of grtmty, and fondness for the 
hunting sports; and his partial devotion to a secu- 
lar profession, Qiast, of course, have left a bad 
savor behind it; interfered with his influence as a 
minister; undermined confidence in him, in the 
minds of the pious; and given some occasion to 
doubt, if not his pietty, at least his earnestness, as 
s minister; and makes, even now, a painful im- 
.pression upon us. Let us not, however, think 
harshly or uncharitably. Ood fbrbid ! While 
f^tbfulnees to oar sketch has required as to -bring 
oat this feature of his character, let us not forget 
that, onr 8ins,<though In a di^rent direction, and 
of a kind which canae less detriment to our reli- 

ToL. n.— 8 
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^ous character, in the miDils of oth^is, XO-Vy be 
just OB great, and just as c^eosive to Qod. The 
blood which, we tnist, will cover the one kind, we 
mast hope will cover the other. At the B»me time, 
let ns lemember, that, next to f^proviqg onnelveo, 
in Christ, before the tribaaal of Qod, "io that 
day," ia the doty of tranBiuittiog to those who 
come a&at ns, the fair fame and the hoi; eavor of 
an nnqneetioned ChnBtiau character. 

There are, at present, only two members of the 
Host chorch living that were confirmed by him; 
but there are still many who saw him, aod r^memr 
ber his habits and ways. Hfi always wore grey 
dothea, and a white hi^ He had a strong pr^o- 
dice against black clothes; and was in the habit 
of speaking, with much censorioasaees, and some- 
times with carnal adjective and empba^e, of "black 
coats;" by which terms he designated nunistws 
who had higher ideas of eocleuastioal diEdjnctions 
and authority than he had himself. Towards the 
latter part of his life, as already mentioacd, he 
stood in an independent position, in reference to 
Synod. Some aged mMubqiv of the. church say, 
that the anti-Synod feellogi which baa, for more 
than half a century, more or leu troubled the 
church, in th? re^oQ of bis latest and most edciea- 
mve labors, is to be traced back to his iii£uence, 
and that of Rev. Mr. Boos. 

Mr. Stoy died in Lebanon, Sept 14th, 1801; 
and was buried, at his own request, at the Host 
church, where he had oontiaued to preaoh up to 
near th? tun? of bis deatb, and for which he seems 
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to have felt a peculiar partiality. His tombstone 
beara the following ineeription : 

"Hier raliet 

Ftttelm Slos, 

Pmdiger imd IKtner du WortM Gotto, 

Qeb^MD im y « w iiw ch<ti, i« Herbon, 

den Uten MtLrti, 1726— Kam In 

Diesea Land 1742.' Im Eheatond 

lebte er mit Maria Elicsbetb 

Hftusin, 44 J^re, hiotorlies 9 Kinder, 

and itMb den 14ten September, 1801. 

Alt 75 ;ra^ and 6 Mo." 

A daughter, very aged, and devotedl; ^Bi, died, 
in 1657, in Pittsbarg, Pa., where she bad beoome a 
member of that UiesioB chnreh, and where there 
are also a number of vary raqteotable deaeendaats 
c^ the i&mily. This venerable lad; iBforraed Ber. 
Q. B. JiuseeU that there mu, in har familj, n»tii 
latdj, an old trtrnJc of piperB, from her father. 
.Kegardiog tham as of no value, the; sqfi^vd them 
to he destrojed ! Kjitnviag, aa we do, how exten- 
Mvely Dr. Btoy stood in correBpondeoce with the 
Yenerable Pathera in Holland, for a full half cen- 
tury, we may be assured that this tnink contuned 
many valuable hietorical papers. ,AJaa ! hpw often, 
iu oar reBeardbaa, have wo been mouraer at the 
grave of buried historical treasures — boned witiir 
out even the hope c^ rising again! We eeeonly . 
their memorial: to our earnest questionings -they 
respond no more ! 

* tbla U aa nrer: it eugbl to be 1760. 



dt, Google 



fATHIKfl or THB BVOBMK* 



BEV. JOHN WAIDSCHMID. 



JoHH 'Waldsohmid vob & natiTa of the proviDce 
of NaBsan, in "WeBtem Germany. He waa bom 
Angast &tii, 1724, and educated for the ministiy, 
in his native land. "When, in 1751-2, Mr. Schlat- 
ter visited that conntiy, with a view of Becnring 
miniBtera for the deetitate American vineyard, he 
was one of the eix yonng men ■who volnnteered to 
accompany him to the NewW^orld. "With the rest, 
he was examined and ordained, at the Hague; 
Boon after which Bolemn occaBion, they Bailed for 
America, arriving at New Tork in the night pre- 
ceding July 28th, 1752 ; and thence went to Peun- 
Bylvania. 

Soon after their arrival in Pennsylvama, Mr. 
Schlatter accompanied him to Lancaster county, 
and installed him as pastor over the congregations 
of Cocalico (since called Swamp), Weiseichenland 
(then called Sebastian Eeicher'B chnrch), Mode- 
creek, and Zeltenreich. From a notice in the 
Kecord-Book of the Cocalico church, we leorn 
that he was installed in his charge October 22i, 
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175S.> He adminittMvd tfaa Holy Sappn- in lAiat 
eoDgregation, ftir the fint time, November Idth, 
1752, to 8esea^*twO'OommiinieaQts; "after havitig, 
on tiie pMvioQB daj, preached a ptepsratory eer* 
mOD, and ingoired in regard to evldeaoe of their 
fitness for the rec^ttion of tiiat ordinance." On 
the 26th of fibe sattiQ month, he administered the 
Ho]y Supper to ^bcty commanioants, in the con- 
gregation of Weteeicbenland; and, Janoary 28tfa, 
1758, at Mode-creek. 

On the 14th of May, 1754, be was married, by 
the Eev. William Otterbein, to Mary Elizabeth, 
(laughter of €!hriBtimi Grab. 

After Dr. ^oy eeased Reaching atTnlpehocken, 
Mr. Waldsofamid aapjAied that eongregation two 
years, in connection with his charge, from 1756 to 
1758. Some ytssn later, be alee preached, for a 
time, in the congregation of Heidelberg. His 
ministry in that choroh ceased in 1770, when &ey 
eomptaioedto Cdtus that he was "a Kttle Inaetire, 
and ne^ectfol of them ;" after whi^, that congre- 
gatioa was 5oiiied witii Beading. Whether there 

. ■ " Ini Namen OoUaa, A)iUD.>^DiaaM Bnofa wf^u* wMdw. 
TOD 4lenIIerrn Hallender damit duiu die jiHigaa Kiader getanft 
sufgezndlinet warden von dea 4 Oemeinden, Cocalico, Uoden- 
krik, Weiseichenland, oder Seb.' Rieggeni kitohe and 8elten- 
Mi<A. Mir JofaeoiBeB Wsldfcbmid kb Vkanr dw 4 QenieiDdeii 
TwS«rni.8idil»ttv sebtrgebca nXaoHatei^ OoL iiSth, 17S2, 
nadi dar deo 22 Oebdrar, 1752, eiogfi^tali irUi^ vep ihm." — 
Jhm t^ Seeord B«ok». Tbem books are in the konda of the 
widow of John 'WaldBoliniid, grandson of the Rev. Mr.TTald 
Bckmid, who resides near the charch Do^r called the Swamp, in 
* OMIBtJ, P«.. 



dt, Google 



90 FATHBBJ Off IHB BBEOBHED CEDRCH. 

was jadt groand for this complaint, it ia not easy td 
decide: we are inclined to think, that the distance 
he lived from the congre^tion, and their desire to 
be more couTenieiitly connected with Beading, may 
explain it, at least in part. If this be so, it was 
neither the first nor the last time srhen persons saw 
faalts in a minister, oQ which to build a justtfica' 
tion of their own schemes. The long time during 
which this man of Qod labored aaccesefuliy ia the 
same charge, it eeems to us, presents an argument, 
in favor of his efficiency, that &r outweighs this 
incidental complaint. 

Still, there was, at one time, also some dieSatis- 
factioQ expressed, by some in bis own charge. In 
the Ciital proceedings of the year 1760, it is said ; 
" la regard to the £ev. Mr. Waldschmid, it appears 
that his congregations ate satisfied with bis preach* 
ing; only they desire that he might be more dili- 
gent in family visitations, and more prudent in bis 
general condact." Tradition remembers him, as a 
remarkably good-natured, mild, and easy man.: 
~With all his goodnesB, and devotion to the Church 
^-of which there is no doubt — he may have needed, 
at times, the impulse of a special stimulus, to keep 
him moving with freshness, ministerial dignity, 
and pastoral earnestness. 

As already intimated, he continued in the same 
charge to the end of his life. In the Record-Book,' 
already referred to, we find the following touching' 
entry, made by the hand of filial affection : " God, 
the Almighty, took our dear father out of the world 
to Himself, into a blissful eternity, oil the 11th of 
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September, 1786, between nine and ten o'clock in 
the forenoon. On the 15th, in the afternoon, at 
tw^o o'clock, we oommitted hitt remains to the grave. 
The Rev. Mr. Boos preached his funeral sermon, 
fi*om Psalm Ixziii. 28, 24. God grant that we may 
alt come to where he ia I Amen. The tombstone 
was erected October 6th, 1787; coats ^7 and 2 
ehillinge." 

A circumstance, in coDoectioo with his tomb- 
etone, happened, about six years later, which waa 
thought very eingnlar; and which is not only tra- 
ditionally remembered in the neighborhood, but we 
find a record of it in the Church-Cook. On a 
Saaday, Jane 2d, 1798, while a large congregation 
was assembled in the church, iLstening to the Word 
of God, and when the winds were quiet, the tomb- 
stone of the K«T. Mr. "Waldaehmid suddenly broke 
off at the top of the groand, and fell flat upon the 
tomb. " Many saw it," says the Becord, " and all 
heard it fall." The wonder, in connection with this 
event, waa vastly increased, in the minds of the 
people, by the &ct that Mrs. Waldachmid, who was 
demented, long before, and had not spoken a word 
for years, began to speak again with others, on that 
same day I 

Mr. Waldschmid is buried in the graveyard con- 
nected with the church now called the Swamp (in 
early times Cocalico), in Lancaster county, Pa. His 
widow sarvived him many years, and died July 12th, 
1808. Besides danghters, he had two sons to per- 
petuate his name: one of them moved to the west; 
another, whose name waa John, lived and died in 



dt, Google 



92 rATHBBU «I THX RBVOftHKD «BUBGH. 

the Swamp, on the fiirm when his &tbeT had re<- 
uded* eeveral miles uordteast of the ohur^ On* 
of Mr. Waldac^mid's daaghten wu the mother of 
the two BevdB. Gringo who ue atHl laboring in the 
mioiatrj, ia the Qerman B«fonafid Chiuch. Oa 
his ttnnbstone is written; 

"Hira raliet in Oott 

d«r 

Ehnr. J«h«nBM yFtUaOiaAAt, 

Oeb im 6 Aagort, 1724. 

Jiu Fn^gtamt T«roidn«t 17fi2. 

Starb den 14 September, 1786, 

AU 62 Jabce, 5 wocbeq, 4 T^ge." 
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REV. THEODORE FRANKBKFBLD. 

. TaBOi>oiiB FsANKSETrBLD WM botD in WestGni 
Ocrmany. Edacated in his aative land, he waa 
one of the six young candidatee who reepoaded to 
the appeal which Mr. Schlatter, in 1751-% mod^ 
in person, to the chnrcbes of the Palatinate, for 
laborers, to Bupply the great deetitatioa in the 
I7ew World. With the other five, he was examined 
and ordained, at the Hagae, hj the depqUes of the 
Syooda of HollMid ; after which, they afuled for 
America, arriving at New York in the night pr^ 
ceding the 28th of July, 1752. 

Having arrived in Pennsylvania, it waa thoaght 
proper, by Mr. Schlatter and the Cotus, that he 
ehonld be located in Frederick, Maryland — to which 
place Mr. Schlatter accompanied him. Though 
Mr. Schlatter and others had visited that place as 
eariy as 1747, yet Mr. iFrankenfeld was the first 
pastor reguhtrly stationed there. 

In the Becord-Book of the congregation is the 
foUowipg entry : " Predericktown, the 4th of May, 
1753.' On this day, the 4tb, Mr. Schlatter came 

' The laat figure of thia date is worn away ; but we know, 
from oollateral fiuita, tbnt it is ft figure 3. See Dr. Zochariftt'a 
CenlMtttrj Setmon, p. 12. 
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hitber with me, for the purpose of inetdliDg me In 
my office ; but, inasmach as we were detained by 
the water, and preaching could not be appoiated, 
it WAS, therefore, postponed to another period. 
Btill, it was resolved that I Bhoold hold my intro- 
ductoiy diecoarse, on Babhatli. 

"At the same time, it was proposed, by Mr. 
Schlatter, that it would be necessary for me, with 
this con^>egatiot), to t^e chai^ aloo of the ooo- 
gregatioQ <^ Cocowaga and Conogocbeagae, niAet 
the promise, that, should another minister come 
into the oonntiy, he shall be located on tiiis ride 
Hie BosqnehaQDa, and that the Conowaga oongre- 
gatioQ shall then again be taken off my bands." 
Underneath this, says the Rev, Dr. Za<d>Briae, is 
written, in another hand, but apparently with the 
same ink, and »i, the same time: "This was writ- 
ten by Mr. Prankenfeld.** 

The following stanEa was written, by Mr. Fran- 
kenfeld, apon the first page of t^e baptinml record, 
in Frederidc, Md. It is evidently original with Mm, 
and may indicate something of his spirit. 

" JTOr waliT der ist bej Oott ein tieferfaliTeDer Christ, 
Wergrttadlioh glanbt, duz et ein grosser Satwhr iat; 
Bw guu entblOwt la liak auf laoter Qtiada tTMMt, 
Uud wis ein Settler, QM Bteti nkch tba Ai^bk Mbanet." 

The records made by him indicate that he vtm a 
neat scholar. *' His entries," says the Rev. E. Vf. 
Reiaeke, "are in a distinct, legible, well-formed, 
and often elegant hand ; which may, perbaps, indi* 
cate general caltivatioO} if not esctental polish and 
gracefolnesB." 
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Mr. Keioeke lartber adds: "He mentioDB, in liU 
bAptiBmal record, tbe date of the baptism only, not 
tbat of birth. May we conclnde, from this, that 
he judged the date of natnrsl birth of ao aocount, 
■v/h&a compared with that of apiritnal birth; or, 
eatranee into the wotid of no importance whilst 
entrance into the Church, by the new birth, ia bap- 
tism, was all important V 

His name does not appear on the Gbtal Minutes, 
after 1T55. It is probable that he died soon after 
— perhaps in 1756 or 1757. The baptismal record, 
says Dr. Zacharias, indicates that his ministry closed 
in October, 1756. His term of labor was short; 
bat all that is known of him is tavorable to him, 
as a man and a minister. He seems, so far as can 
be judged from the records of the congregation in 
Frederick, to have been blessed in his ministry. 
In 1753, be confirmed 23 persons; and, in 1754, 
the same number. 

He was buried at Frederick. " There are," says 
Dr. Zacharias, "some traditionary reminiscences, 
still left in the congregation, concerning the widow 
of the pastor. I believe she resided on the farm — 
owned, perhaps, by her husband— which was re- 
cently purchased by the ex-sheriff of this county, 
Mr. Henry Houck." As he died young, she bun 
vived bim, no donbt, a long time. 

We may here add, that the six young ministers 
whom Mr. Schlatter brought to this country, in 
1752, were Otterbein, Stoy, 'WaldBchmid, Tranken- 
feld, Hubel, and Wissler. The lives of the first 
four will be found in this volume. We have given 
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Bome account of Mr. Babel and Mr, "Wissler in the 
Life of the E«v. Michael Schlatter, pages 249-63 ; 
to_ which the reader ia referred. The first, Mr. 
Kubet, Beems not to have met the expectations en- 
tertained in regard to him ; and Mr, Wiesler died, 
it appears, not long after his arrival. It does not 
t^ftpear that he ever served a chaise. His name is 
not on the list of miniBters in the Cotal Minntes 
of 1755 — the first extant after his arrival — and, in 
1757, there is mention made of a gift to hia widow. 
We hope the poet's words were fulfilled, in hia case : 

"Ob, sir! tbs good die fiwt" 
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B£V. JOHN GEOBGIG ALSEKTZ. 



Mr. Ai£XSTt came to this eonntiy, aa ft minister, 
under the aaspices of the Fathers in Holland, in 
the year 1757. During the vacancy which oecarred 
in the congregation of Philadelphia, after Mr. Stoy's 
brief connection with it, he was chosen, in prefer- 
enoe to Mr. Stoy, who desired to remain, aa pastor, 
St an election directed to be held by C&tns. Owing, 
however, to still existing strife, which Itad origi- 
nated in Bnbel's time, and tiie remonstrances of 
Hr. Stoy, he fonnd it his daty to decline accepting 
the position. He, howev^, freqnently preached in 
Philadelphia, both before and after this time ; and 
by &r the majority of the members were very 
anxioas to eecnre him as their pastor; bnt, for the 
sake of peace, they yielded their preference. 

"Rev. Bteiner, in a letter to Holland, dated la 
October, 1758, mentions that Mr. Aleentz bad ao> 
cepted a call to GermaDtown, soon after his arrivaL 
He also says, in the same letter, that *<tbe congre- 
gation and Hr. Alsents were well pleased with each 
other." He remained pastor of that chnreh antil 
near the close of the year 178Z. 

The congregation at Amwell, New Jersey, was 
vacant from 1T56 to 1760; and we find meotKA 
VoL.IL— 9 
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made, that Mr. Alsentz served that congregatioa in 
the Bummer of 1760 ; which he Beems to have done, 
in connection with Germantovm. How long he 
supplied that charch, we know not. 

There is a letter of Mr. Alaentz's extant, written 
in Dutch, dated Oermantown, MaySOth, 1760, and 
directed "to the reverend and pious Mr. Knlen- 
kamp, faithful minister of the Divine "Word, in 
AmBterdam." In thia letter, he speaks of diffical- 
ties which he had been forced to encounter, eince 
he is in thia coantty ; allndee modeBtlj to himself 
and his labors, which Ood had not XeR without a 
blessing; and, in a subdued tone, complains of 
some unbrotherly treatment which ho had received 
at the hands of Revs. Steiner and Eeiger. The 
letter ia short, and written in a good spirit.' 

From Germantown, Mr. Alsentz was called to 
Wentz'a church, in Montgomery county, and affi- 
liated congregations, in 1762. One of his congre- 
gations was at the old Boehm'a church, in Whitpain 
township. The church at "Wentz's was dedicated 
Nov. 18tb, 1763 ; and Mr. Alsentz, who was pastor 
there, is sud to have been specially active in effect- 
ing its erection. He waa pastor in that region seven 
years, np to the time of his death, which occorred 
in 1769. 

Mr. Alsentz died when yet a yonng man. He 
waa married to Hannah Wentz, a daughter of Peter 
Wentz. They left no children. An English Bible 
and a German hymnTbook, veiy old, brought by 

< Sm a copy of this letter, in Dr. Ubjot'b HS^ toL i. pp. 
139-41. 
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Mr. Alsentz from Germany, are Btill piooaly pre- 
serred, by the Boehm'a church, in a good coudi- 
tioQ.' A canons clock, brought from Earopa by 
him, which plays seven taiies, is also still preserved. 
Tradition speaks well of Mr. Alsentz. He seems 
to have been a- faithful man of God ; and, though 
the period of his earthly labors was short, he finished 
his conrse with joy. He is said to be baried in the 
graveyard of the German Reformed charch in Ger^ 
mantown — not in the one at the chnrch, bat in the 
old one, located some distance from it "We hope 
his grave has not been neglected. To as it baa 
always appeared, that there mast be something by 
&r too selfish and irreverent in the spirit of a con- 
gregation that can leave anmarked the graves of ita 
pastors. We have sometimes, in oar researches, 
been compelled to moom over sach evidences of 
ingratitnde. May the Lord gracioosly keep the 
spirit of the fifth commandment in honor among 
ns, that oar days may be long in the land which 
the Lord oar God g^veth as ! 

I Letter from Joou Detwiler. 
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Batisfied with me; nor did God's blessing fail to 
crown my labors, ^ce mach that had been scat- 
tered was brought together. I am also pemaaded 
that many are walking in the way of conversion to 
God. However, my body was not able to bear the 
riding about which was necessary ; and, in conse- 
quence, I was necessitated to take charge of a con- 
gregation that was able of itself to support me. 
This was fulfilled by my being transferred to the 
Philadelphia coogregatioD." He had several timea 
preached in this congregation, during a meeting of 
Cotus; and, having pleased the people, they were 
led to deedre him as their pastor; which resulted ia 
his call and settlement there. 

Dr. Weyberg entered upon his duties, as pastor, 
in Philadelphia, on the 18th of November, 176S. 
He fonnd many uninviting features in his new field. 
Kver since the arrival of Mr. Steiner, and the un- 
fortunate division of the congregation, occauoned 
by hia irregular course, that chnich had not seen a 
moment of peace. Peud had followed upon feud, 
from year to year, and from one brief pastorate to 
another; whilst the strength of the congregation 
was wasting away, and the aacred cause of Chri^ 
tianity lay prostrate and bleeding, calling forth the 
ridicule of the enemies of Christ, and the tears of 
the pious, in the ci^, and throughout the. Cotua 
and Church. 

Under these circnmstances, Dr. Weyberg came as 
a Godsend into this desolate and dreary vineyard. 
The old wounds began to heal, under his judicious 
nunistrations. Hope began again to inspire the 
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hearte of thit loDg-diicoimged people, and a reign 
of peace and proepentf came io with their new 
pastOT. Shortly after he had taken charge, Dr. 
Weybei^ wrote: "The most of my labor is de- 
voted to catechizatioa of married and tmmarried 
penona, who, on the coming Chriatmafl, will be 
adnutted to the Holy OommBoion. As much as I 
can learn, there are yet aboat 200 heads of families 
that belong to tiie old congregation ; bat, the coming 
Easter, I will give a mora particnlar account of the 
oooditioD of thii ooBgregation." 

There was Btill a party who had not joined in the 
election of Dr. Weyberg; but it sever agun rose 
to BQch influence ae to diitnrb the peace of the 
dinrch, and, gradually, all dissenaion died away; 
whilst the church eontinued to grow and prober, 
Store and more, irom year to year. 

Dr. 'Weyberg took a warm interest in the war <^ 
the Berolation. Btrange aa it may Beem for a 
soiniater in the kingdom of peace, be had qnite a 
&n.cy for minting, in ooBie way or other, in the 
warlike straggle of &e times. He stood out pro- 
ittinently, as a patriot ; and is said to havB acted, 
£» a tbse^ in the a^adty of chai^in. At the 
tune wbaa the British held posaeesioa of I^ilad^ 
phia, be preached to the Besuaoa, who thronged 
to hear him, in great crowds. He boldly asawted 
the justice of the American cause ; and boco down, 
with such energy, upon the wickedness of the op- 
pressors, that tiLe British b^an to ftel the eflbcta 
of his feariess iq^>eak, in the daily deaertioQa of 
their Hesffian mercenaries. lu order to pat a stop 
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to his presching', tbey- threatened hU life, and threw 
him ioto priaoa. He was, however, sood UbMSted. 
^I have been aemired by aged memben c^ the 
chateh, that it used to be confidently affirmed that 
the Hesiians would, in all probability, to a man 
have left the Britieh Berrice, if the old Fatber had 
not been nlenced." ' 

During the time Dr. Weyberg was ia [HieoB, his 
obnreh was used as a hoeintat, and the oongrega- 
tion scattered. May 5th, 177d, he writes to the 
Classis of Amsterdam thus: "Whilst the Britisb 
had this town in posBeseioD, my congregation was 
scattered; my beaotifut cbarch was torn ap, and 
eonverted into a ho^itaL To the members who 
atill remua here, I preach in the school-hcKiBe. 
At the present time, the pet^le are retoming again, 
and take possession of their dwellings ; still, atuiy, 
from fear of the British, remain in the country. 
K)a the other hand, howev^, many etnuig^s have 
moved into the ci^ ; so tiiat my congregation is as 
strong again as it was before." 

The first sermoa he preached, after haiving been 
lU>erated, was, somewhat significantly, fruB the 
text. Pa. Iszix. 1 : *< Qod I the heathen are C(»ae 
into Thine inheritance ; Thy holy temple have they 
defiled." 

After Jhe war he panned the e^n tenor of his 
wa^ in, lus ooDgr^ation; much beloved by his 
pet^ile, and snccessfol in his miaisterii^ labors. 
Dr. Weybei^ was remarkable for his eaira deteiv 

> Dr. Bwg'a Cbtiitian Loadmuki, pp. 16, 17. 
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minatioii. Nothing conld move him from the path 
of daiy, or what he regarded as sach. This he 
showed, especially, ia the poution which he took 
in reference to the war. He proved himself no 
time-server, nor was he afraid of their &ceB. 
Though kind and affectionate among his people, 
he took an independent conrae in his miniBtiy, in 
the spirit of the apostle: "With me, it is a very 
small thing that I shoald be Judged of you, or of 
man's judgment : but He that judgeth me ia the 
Lord." 

In his reproofs, he was sometimes exceedingly 
severe. It is said that, on one occasion, parents 
brought a child to be baptized: they had dressed 
it extravagantly, and, as he thought, foolishly and 
Binfiilly; and, at the same time, manifested no 
seriousness or interest whatever in the ceremony, 
being only concerned about the attention which 
the beantifnl dress would elicit. He publicly sud 
to the parents : " You have brought me a child to 
baptize as if it were a young devil I" 

In reproving the congregation for the wickedness 
of their children, he would frequently repeat, from 
the pulpit, the proverb : " The apple does not &M 
far from the tree." 

It ia aiud that^ on one occaaion, Jie and one of his 
Eldera went to visit some members tliat lived in 
what is called the "Neck." They met a man who 
was a member of the church, but who very much 
selected the duty of attending worship. He ad- 
dressed him thas: "John, what have I heard of 
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you I Did ycm not Bteal a hynm-boofe oat of the 
chnrch ?" 

" Oh ! my dear pastor, that is not so : I have not 
been ineide of the church for us moDths," was his 
earnest reply. 

"Ahar'aays Dr."Weyberg, "my dear John, you 
told on yourself that time." 

He was strongly attached to his own Church. 
On one occa^n, he said, in a eennon: "The 
Befonned Chnrch connts the greatest niunber of 
msrtytB ; which is an evidence that her foondatioa 
is in trnth." 

Dr. "Weyherg was a good, earnest preacher. He 
had, however, somewhat of an impediment in his 
speech. Being a Bwias, he had that peculiar brogae 
in his pronnnciation, especially of some words, 
which he was never able fully to overcome. He 
had a strong voice, which, with his earnest man- 
ner of speakiDg, enabled bim to be heard for a 
square and a half, while preaching in the chnrch. 

la his person, as we have been informed by one 
who still rememberB him, he was tall and slim. 
The same person informed us that, on going to 
church, he always wore a kind ot hood or oowL 
While preaching, he wore, the white linen m^ or 
clerical neck-dress. He always carried his Bible 
under his anur on his way to chntcb. 

The degree of Doctor of IMvinity was conferred 
Spon Mr. Weyberg in 1788, at the same time when 
the Bev. Mr. Hendel, the aged, was honored with 
this title. It was conferred, as the record says, 
"by the English college of New Jersey." 

L:,.,ii;rt.,G00glc 
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At length, the period of bis stewardship ended ; 
and he was called to his account, and to his reward. 
The chnrch-record very affectionately says: "Died, 
Saturday, August 21at, 1790, the Bev. Casper Dei- 
trich "Weyberg, the beloved and feitbfol pastor of 
this coQgregation, which be bad served for twenty- 
six years." 

. He was buried, by the side of Mr. Steiner, bis 
predecessor in the same congregation, in what was 
then the German Geformed graveyard, but, by the 
desecration made of it by the city of Philadelphia, 
is now Pranklin Square. 

The K«r. Dr. Helmuth, who was his constant 
fiiend, wrote a touching funeral hymn, which was 
printed, set to music, and sung in the church, by 
the children, on the 26tb, as we learn from a copy 
of the hymn now before us. Either his funeral 
was deferred so long — from Saturday to Thurs- 
day — or there was a special solemnity held, to 
enable the children of the congregation to express 
their sorrowing love for their departed pastor. 

We here present the original of this hymn. It 
is printed, surrounded with black mourning boN 
ders, and entitled: "Weak, but true, expresuons 
of Borrow for the death of the most excellent Ber. 
Doctor Casper Deitrich "Weyberg, as sung in the 
German Reformed Church, in Philadelphia, in 
which he had been a faithful teacher for 26 years, 
on the 26th of Sept., 1790, by the children of this 
congregation, with hearts deeply moved, and ac- 
companied with funeral music' 
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I, 
"Oott, velch' ein Sohlag tiiil oiuer Herb; 
Wir weiuen heisse Tr£nen; 
Die gauze Heerde filhU ein Sohmertz, 

Und ^gt in EummarthiiDea : 
Er, WBtUKO, iet TSTMliiedeii, 
Zq &Uh ist er verscbiedenl 

"TAt aUssen Uppen scUoMeQ eicb, 
. Die biet bo eiDstlich letarten ; . 
Der Mann, der nie inrUoko wicb, 

Vann eioh aaob Leiden nUt'ten; 
Der ist tod nna geschieden, 
Zn frtlh TOn udb gesohiedenl 

n. 

"Sehweigt, ihr bangen Kammerthbne 1 

Tiocknet sia Ton dsm Oeaioht, 
Weinende, die heiaae Tbr'dne ; 

Den er wandeh dort im Lioht: 
Er, der hier gelUbto Lehrer, 

Knfit nun Baoft in seiner graft; 
Liebt Docb jeUt eucb, eeiue Hiirer; 

Und wiuin die Posanne mft, 
Dann fabrt er euch lu dem Tbion, 
Stelle each dar dem Menacheneohn. 

" Bnhe denn, in diener Rammer, 

Vater, tod der Arbeit aos; 
Er, der bittere Lebens-Jtunmer, 

DrUcket uie dies Rubehaiu. 
Wir Bebn dich toU Wonne vieder, 

Wann der grosse Tag, eraobeintj 
Jeder eingt dann Jobel-Lieder, 

Dei hier Jesn naobgeweint. • 
Deine krone glUnEe aobtin, 
Tater, bia tnin Wiedersehn." 



dt, Google 



108 rATHBBs or the BIFOBHED OHUBOH. 

This was a beaatiful tribute of love from aa 
afibctionate people to one who had grown old in 
their Bpiritnal aernce, and who had now gone 
before them into the sunta' everlasting rest. 

We cannot re&uo from making the Bad inqoiiyt 
Where are those i^ildren who, sixty-four years ago, 
joined in that fiuieral anthem? A few are yet 
living, who still hold in affectionate remembrance 
the venerable pastor and friend of their yoath. 
By far the greater part have followed him to the 
grave, and—many we hope — have greeted him in 
the heavenly home. Sow brief, after all, is bamaa 
life! 

'What U this paannf; MsaeT 

A peemh April dajl 
A little ann, a little run. 
And then night sweeps aoross tlw pluD,' 
And all things &de avaj. 
Han, eooD disonsMd, 
Tielda op his trnst^ 
And all his hopes and fean lie with him in the dosL" 

A son of Dr. "Weyberg entered the miniatiy, 
laboring, the greater part of his life, on the fron- 
tiers, in MlsBonri. An occoQnt of his interesting 
life and labors will be found ebewhere in this work. 
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EEY. JOHN CONHAD BUCHEE. 



Rsv. JoHK CoNKAD Bdoebb vMa Bwias by birth. 
He was bom Jaoe lOtb, in the year of oar Lord 
1730. His £itber wbb Jacob Sucher, Laodvogt or 
Bheriff of the dutrictt of ITeakirch, in the canton 
of Schaaffbawen, and reuded in the town of Nan- 
Mrcb. 

His fathw, being a man <^ means uid inflaeDce, 
gave bis son the edocatiooal advantages of the best 
scbook of his lutive land. Totmg Bncher had an 
active mind ; and, parsuii^ his stodies with dili- 
gence, be gained " the highest honors in the schools 
which he attended. He was remarkable for having 
acqnired a rich flow of langni^;8, and unprecedented 
oopioosneas and eneigy of thonght ; which rendered 
him Qsefiil, and attracted the ottwitioa of tH who 
beard him."* 

In bis yoQth, H was intended that he should enter 
the boly office of the ministry; and bis stndies 
wero arranged with a view to this end. From 
B(Hne entries in his " Bedenk-bncb," or Albmn, it 
would appear that he visited — perhaps, however, 

' Rnpp'i Sstor; of Berb Oonnty, p. 457. 

Vol. n.— 10 
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oaly viBited — the learned institutionB at Bt. Gtall, 
Basel, and Qottingen. The fact that the anto- 
graphs, with eentimeiits, of the professors aad 
learned men, in all these places, appear in his 
book, would BQggest that he may have studied 
there. He was, howevorj bat a brief period at 
either place. Bis Albam is a carioas coUectioD of 
names, pictares, or eymbols, drawn, with pen and 
paint, by the various writers; and sentiments writ- 
ten in Hebrew, Arabic, Greek, Latin, French, and 
German. Among many others, we find the auto- 
graphs of Wagelin and Zollikofier, of St. Gall, 
1T62; and that of the celebrated Joh. Laurence 
Mosheim, of Crottingen — author of a well-known 
church history— written in 1768, only about two 
years before his death. 

Mr. Bacher seeins, however, to have been mora 
inclined to military life. Drawn by this bent of 
his mind, he left the school and his native land, at 
the age of twenty-five, and entered the military 
service of Holland. In the organization of the 
American provincial army, at the opening of the 
Indian war, experienced officers were needed ; and 
the English having found it to be policy to have 
German officers for their German troops, they 
offered situations, with advance of position, to 
German and Butch officers ; and thus many — and 
among them young Bucher — were drawn into the 
English service. In this way he came to America.* 

■ The Rer. Mr. StahUobmidt, in his " Pilger-Beise za Wagner 
niid EU Land," has the foUoiring notiM of Mr. Baoher, about 
1TT3, p. 2S7 : " Ibo Sefonned muusler in LebasDOj who is b; 
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He arrived in this country in the year 1T56, " and 
took up bis abode at or near Carlisle, Camberland 
coanty, PennBylvania, wbich was then a frontier 
settlement, where Port Lonther had, jast Bhortly 
before, been erected." ' On the 26th of Fehniaiy, 
1760, he was joined in holy mtuiiage to Mary M. 
Hoke, whose parents had been among the first 
settlers in York, Fa. 

We have seen the parchment certificate of the 
appointment of "Conrad Bacher, Gentleman," aa 
" lientenant of a company in the battalion of the 
Pennsylvania re^ment of foot;" signed by the 
"Honorable James Hamilton, Esq., Lientenant- 

birtb a Siriss, hkd been a lientenaDt in the Amerioui pronn- ■ 
eial troDpB, daring the Sevea Years' War. In hie youtb, he woe 
to have etadied theology ; bat he left the Bchool, and eatsred 
into the tnilitar; serrioe of Holland. When, in the just-named 
.war, in the OTgonization of the proTiDcial army, experieoMd * 
officers were needed, and the English bad offered situations to 
the Holland officers, with advance of position, manj were, veij 
oatnrally, allured into the Euglisb eerrice. In thia wa; he 
cams to America. When the troops were dismiiaed, at the end 
of the war, as is generally the case, they were thrown oat of 
etnplojment ; and this man, in order to get along, Iiud hold of 
the office of minister, and was also ordained to that offloe. He 
did not only allow me to preaoh in bis oongregations u often 
aa I pleased, but be pressed me mora than waa pleasant, be* 
oanse he had himself no inclinatioo to preach mach." 

This last remark is difficult to andentand, as it is so nnlike 
what we know of the general tenor of Mr. Bnoher's life. He 
was a most indnstrions and laborioni minister. He may have 
been nnwell aboat that time, as he often was feeble, and thas 
inclined to relieve himself whenever a subedtato ooald be pro- 

> Bopp*! History of Berks Coanty, p. 457. 
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Governor and Oommander-ia-Chief of the Pro- 
vince of PenDsylvftnia, and the coantiea of New- 
castle, Eeot, and Soesex, on IMawara," and by 
"Bichard Fetere, Secretary." It ia dated April 
19th, 1760. He had been engaged in aome kind 
of militaiy aerrice, in thia conntry, previona to the 
time this pontion was tendered him. He remained 
at Carlisle till acme time in the year 1762, ^when 
he was called to another atation, or to itinerate, as 
an officer, at the command of his saperitna."* 

A few yeara later, he was advanced. We have 
seen the official docnment, mmilar to the one jast 
named, "by the Hon. John Penn, to Conrad 
Bncher, Gentleman," creating him "Adjutant of 
the Second Battalion of the Pennsylvania regiment 
of foot i" signed July 12th, 1764. Another docu- 
ment, dated a few weeks later, July Slst, 1764, 
aays: "Reposing especial Trust and confidence in 
yonr Loyalty, courage, and conduct, I appoint yoa 
a Captain In the PenDsylvsnia regiment of foot 
commanded hy me." This is signed by John Penn, 
and addressed to " Conrad Bucher, Esq." * 

■ Thif &at ftppatti from a ehudi ovtifloata, whiob it int^ 
nt^g, alM, u lowing Um nUi^b stan^g of hu wibi 
" ThU i> to ibow tfaat tb« bawM banoC Mv? Bndier, hM, tOt 
flome Uma put, liTe4 in ttw wmgngatton, and baa beliaTed ht^ 
self in a lobei and d«OMtt tmaatt, ao br aa it ia to ma known ; 
and ii now, at tbia time of bar departon, here fraa from any 
Chnrob oenaore, or anything to me known, axpoaing bar tbaMto. 
Carliala, 4th day of Novenbar, 1TS2. Oso. Dvwtikld, T. D. H." 
— fwRp't Hiti. BerkM to., p. 456. 

* These documents are in the poneuion of Mn. Baebar, 
widow of the late Judge Boriur, it Harriaborg, Pa. 
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' He seems to have tamed his attention towards 
the holy mioistty — for which, as regards scientific ac- 
quirements, he had, in a great measare, been prepared 
by his Btadies in Earope, and into which he was 
now regnlarly inducted — ahout the year 1762 ; > 
and, though he held military office, later, yet he 
seem^ not to have been called into actual service, 
but devoted himself to the nacred warfare. From 
an old baptismal record, we leam that he performed 
regular ministerial acts, in Carlisle — which seems 
to have been his first location — from the year 1768 
to 1768; in Middletown, from 1765 to 1768; in 
Hnmmelstown (then sometimes called Prederick- 
town), from 1765 to 1767 ; " at Palling Spring, near 
ConococheaguQ," from 1765 to 1768. 

Prom 1764 to 1766, he preached and baptized at 
Bedford, Fort Pitt, Shippentown, "on Sueque- 
bauna," Sharpshorough, and Coztown (or Hester^ 
town). In 1768, " at Big Crossings of Yoghegeny," 
at Redstone, and " near Fort Cumberland." 

Uj, Bucher removed to liebanon in the begin- 
ning of the year 1768. His labors, however, were 
not confined to that place, but extended over a 
large field, including those places where he had 
preached before, as we leam from the blank leaves 
of his pocket-almanac, where his appointments are 
indicated. During the year 1768, and several suc- 
ceeding years, his field of labor included the fol^ 
lowing churches and preaching places: Lebanon, 
Quitopahilla, Hnmmelstown, Middletown, Buflalo, 
JoncBtown, Klopf's, Chamberlin's, Carlisle, Fall- 
ing Springs, Dr. Schnebley'e, Conococheagne, Ha- 
10* 
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gentown, Peter Spang'i, Sharptborg,* Bedford, 
Keditone, Heidelberg, Sehafieretown, Weisnchen- 
lasd, Hajrtown, Manheim, Bapho, BlaiMr's. This 
eironit he seems to have tmTelled legalarly, preaob- 
lug ofteu on week-days. In ITTl, be also notes a 
namber of meetings held, in the evening — which 
were, no doabt, for exhortation and prayer — at 
private houses, where he abode over night 

For some time previoos to ITTO, Mr. Bnober had 
also supplied the congregation at Beading. At the 
meeting of Cotos, in that year, that congregation pre- 
sented a call to him, to become tbeir ngaltu- pastor. 
He vas not preseat at the meeting, on account ot 
dckuesB in his &mily ; and so Cotns did not decide 
on the call, bat resolved that **the dedsloD should 
be Md apon the cOnstneDoe of the Bev. Mr. 
Baeher;" since, inasmocb as he had preached 
among them for some time, he waswell acqawuted 
with the condition of the congregation. The con- 
gregation is described as "nn^rtunate," having 
been, "as well externally as internally, spoiled" hy 
a cert^ Berger who had been among them, in an 
irr^inlar way. Mr. Baoher declined this call, 
"&om love to his own oongregations." 

Mr. Baeher was unwearied in his labors over his 
latge and scattered field. Ko wonder that grada- 
aUy his constitotion gave w^, and the earthly hooM 

' Od a blftnk leaf of hia pooket-almuiu, for 176S, he hu tbs 
following : " Ootobei den Sten sind in SbarpiboroDgh jta Elteataa 
□nd Almosen-pfleger enrUlt nod eingeaetit worden, Christiaa 
OreDdozl^ Ownge Keafsr, Blteaten; Adan OnuM^ Alnuwen- 
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of biB taberoBcle begnu to efaow eigns of approach- 
ing diasolation. la the Cotal MinnteB of April, 
1779, mention is iocideatally made of hia " sickly 
condition;" by which he waa compelled to with- 
draw from some of his more distant congregations. 
He was afBicted with disease of the heart. BtiU, 
he attended to bis daties to the last On the morn- 
ing of the 16th of Angust, 1780, he bad gone from 
Lebanon to MiUerstown (now called Annville), a 
distance of five miles, to solemnize a marriage ; 
and, whilst there, in the midet of the joyoas Dup- 
tial par^, he suddenly died; and as suddenly was 
the boose of joy turned into a boase of moaming, 
for a pastor nniTersally and warmly beloved. 

It was proposed to convey his body decently to 
Lebanon, on a vehicle ; bat ike nice sense of many 
present would not agree to the propoeition. In the 
spirit of deep afieotioa and high regard for their 
deceased pastor, they spread a bier, on which he 
was reverently laid, and delicately covered; and, in 
this way, "devout men" bore him upon their 
shoulders to Lebanon. 

Amid a large concourse of people, his remains 
were committed to their resting-place, in the grave- 
yard connected with the German Beformed eborch 
in Lebanon, of which he had been pastor for the 
space of twelve years. O^ his tombstone is the 
following : 

"ffier rahet 

CoirSAD BUCHBS, 

12 Jftbren Predigei in Idbonon, i 

Gebohreu den 10 Jnny, 1730, 
Stub deo 15 Angoat, 1780, 
Alt 50 Jahie, 2 mm,, nod S Tagsn." 

ciq mod t, Google 



116 MTHEBB OF IHB BBFOEKBO CHURCH. 

"RUbet demnaob in dem Kuhleo, 
Eine noofa id kUitia Zeit; 
Er will ichon den An&ug opieleu, 

Di« M nsha Bwigkeit, 
fo ibr JSoUt mit HkuI and Beinan 
Tor dem Stnhl dea Lamm's encheineii." 

It 18 said that Bome of Mr. Bacher's deBcendaots 
live ID Montgomeiy county, Pa. Bome rende in 
Camberland, Daaphin, and Huatingtoa counties. 
One of bis eons, Conrad Bncher, Esq., is yet living, 
and resides in Alexandria, Huntingdon county. 
The late Eon. John C. Bucher, of Harrisburg, and 
George Bncher, Esq., of Cumberland county, were 
hia grandsons. His descendants are highly respect- 
able, and devoted to the Church, verifying tbe truth 
of the poet's words : 

" If pure and holy be tho roo^ 
Soldi an tiie bnnohea too." 
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While pastor in Frederick and vicinity, he made 
occasional visita to the destitute Beformed in the 
Valley of Virginia. We have an allnaion to the 
state of the Charch in that region, and his interest 
in its behalf, on the Minates of Cdtns, held in 
Beading, in the year 1771. A petition waa iaid. 
before Bynod, from five congregations in Vir^nia; 
namely, "Lois Steffenstatt, Staoffiirsstatt, Miillera* 
statt, Wincheeterstatt, and the charch at Boeder's." 
They deure that, if at all poesible, a minister from 
Cotas may be sent to them. If this cannot be done, 
they still desire that some measnros be taken, by 
which ministers may visit them several times a 
year. They represented their want, in regard to 
Church privileges, in a very moving manner, as 
being very great. Messrs. Henop, and Weymer of 
Hagerstown, confirmed all they said, because these 
two brethren had themselves visited them, and had 
been eye-witnesses of their sad condition. Becaose 
the means to help them, as they dedre, were en- 
tirely wanting, Cbtus encoaraged them patiently to 
wait, in the hope that they vonld be served, in the 
way of supply, till it shoald be in their power to 
furnish them with a i^^lar minister. With this 
they were satisfied. As Henop and Weymer were 
the pastors nearest them, at the time, it fell to their 
lot, no doubt, to attend, as far as possible, to these 
destitute brethren. 

At the meeting of Cotua, in Reading, May, 1784, 
a call was presented to Mr. Henop, from the con- 
gregation of Beading; and permiseioQ was granted 
him to accept it, if it seemed to bim duty. After 
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dae deliberatdoD, he did accept; but, in the provi- 
dence of God, he was never permitted to enter 
upon the labors of this new field. In the Cotal 
Minates for the year 1785, we find the following 
entry : " The Eev. Mr. Henop, who was pastor at 
Fredericktown, accepted the call to Beading; and 
when, at the close of the past year, he was about 
to remove to Ileading, the Lord hud him npon a 
bed of Edckness ; and, to the great sorrow of us all, 
aa well as of the congregation in Heading, this de- 
serving man was called from time into an endless 
eternity, where, as we hope, he enjoys the reward 
of a faithful miuister." 

Mr. Henop labored in Frederick, and its affiliated 
churches, about fourteen years. "He was consi-. 
dered a good preacher," says the Eev. Dr. Zacha- 
lias, in his Centenary Sermon, "and was much 
beloved by his people. Those of his spiritual 
children who are yet living, hold him still in affec- 
tionate remembrance. Pnring his ministry here, 
many were added to the Church : the communions, 
generally, were nnnsually large. The remains of 
this servant of God are yet with us. His ashes are 
entombed beneath this chorch, near where the old 
pnlpit stood." * 
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WnJUM HmiiL WW a aative of the Pidsliiiate, 
on the Bliine. He prepared himself for the holy 
minUtiy, in Earope ; and aftenrards came to tiiis 
coDntry, as a ininiiter, under the anapiceB of the 
Synods of Holland, and with reeommendationB 

iTptTft Ul€tll< 

, He aniTed in this country in 1784. Having pre- 
■ented his oredentialB to the officers of Cotas, the 
Ker. John Q. Alsents and the K«t. Casper D. 
"Weyberg, who met in Flnladelphia for that par- 
pose, he ynm by them recommended to the congre- 
gation at Lancaster, in a letter dated December 
18tb, 1764. "We find it altogether proper," they 
say, *'to present this venerable man to yonr con- 
gregation; and hope, at the same time, he may be 
recaved with all that love and respect which he 
deserves. "Wo donbt not his service wQl be accept- 
able to yon all, and subserve the interests of undy- 
ing sonls. It will be necessary for yon yet to pay 
some mon^ towards the passage of Mr. Hend^ 
which was here advimced for him, namely, X13, onr 
currency ; which sum you will please send, as Boon 
as possible, to the Eev. Dr. Veyberg, in Philadel- 
phia. Farther, we hope also that yon will provide, 
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for his support, ^675, Pennsylvania currency, an- 
nually, bebidee a free dwelling; and we will see, 
by the next meeting of Cotus, what more particu- 
larly shall be necessary in this case. His 3'ear shall 
begin with his introductory sermon. Meantime, 
we commend you to the loving gnardiaDBhip of 
the chief shepherd, Jesna Christ." 

Mr. Hendel entered apon his duties at Lancaster 
immediately, and was pastor of the German Re- 
formed congregation there, from January, 1765, up 
to September, 1769 ; four years. During this time, 
he also preached, once every four weeks, at Pequae, 
now New Providence, about ten miles southeast of 
Lancaster. Traces of his zeal, piety, and faithful- 
ness, are seen upon the records, at Lancaster, in 
incidental ways, as well as in the general prosperitj- 
of the church. 

Prom Lancaster he was called to the congrega- 
tion at Tulpehockeii, and neighboring congregor 
tions. His ministry in this charge began in 1769, 
and closed in 1782 — thirteen years; and included, 
therefore, the dark period of the war of the Revo- 
lution, When he was visited by the Rev. Mr. 
Stahlschmidt, in 1773, he was serving nine congre- 
gations. 

During his ministry at Tulpehocken, Mr. Hendel 
made frequent missionary excursions to the smaller 
settlements of Qermans, in the valleys northward. 
During the Revolutionary war, he often visited 
Lykens Valley, and preached at what is called 
"David's church," about two miles east of the 
river, where Millesburg now is ; where a congrega- 
VOL, 11—11 
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tiou, composed of Keformed members from Mahan- 
toDgo, Armstrong, and Lykens vallejs, had been 
organized, a few years previous. 

"It being daring the war that these visits to this 
and other congregations in this section of the coun- 
try, were made, and the Indians being yet nume- 
rous, it was necessary for the iohabitanta to go, 
armed with weapons, to meet him, at the confines 
of the valley, and guard him to his place of 
destination. Whilst he preached, the guards stood 
under and around the door, with their rifles, so that 
they oould both keep a look out for their enemies, . 
and also listen to the servant of God delivering 
unto them the glad tidings of salvation. They 
thus accompanied him from place to place; and, 
when the services were ended, he was guarded, in 
the same manner, on his way home, till he was 
beyond tho reach of danger; he being then sta- 
tioned in Tulpehocken. This was, indeed, a labo- 
rioas task; hut he looked not for the pleasures and 
comforts of this world, but laid up for himself 
treasares where neither moth nor rust do corrupt ; 
and he is now reaping his rich reward."' 

In September, 1782, in answer to a second call, 
be removed again to Lancaster. He returned with 
his former learning, eloquence, zeal, and piety — 
only all these had become still more venerable and 
lovely by age. Though his inward man was ripen- 
ing more and more, his outward man was declining. 
The earthly house of his tabernacle, on his appear- 
ance in Lancaster the second time, gave evident 

' Father Oerhurt, in "Week); MeBMnger," Feb. 14, 1838. 
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signs of decay. The reeortia are made now with a 
trembling hand, resembling the writing of Mr. 
Hopkins, in the Declaration of Independence. 
Still, by God's grace, he continiied his minietry 
there till February, 1794. Thna, his second term 
in that congregation was twelve yeara; and they 
were years of unusual spiritual prosperity to the 
Church. 

The last term of Dr. Hendel's ministry in Lan- 
caster, is still within reach of the memory of the 
oldest living members ; and we can yet learn, from 
the pious especially, that his holy influence has not 
died with him, but lives, to this day, in the piety 
of the aged who enjoyed his ministry in youth. 
His name is held in the moat grateful and sacred 
remembrance, and the mention of it sheds over the 
hearts of many aged pilgrims a savor which is as 
ointment poured forth. 

A short time ago, we asked an old Mother in 
Israel, who was confirmed by him, whether there 
were any peculiarities about him which she could 
still remember. The answer she gave was : " Yee, 
old Father Hendel, he was a good man. Oh ! but 
he was a good man !" ' 

" Tes," said her daughter, " that is what she often 
says; and it is about the only thing she says of 
him," 

The only peculiarity about him, therefore, was 
that he was a good man. Everything about him 
was subordinate to his piety. A better idea could 

' " Ja, der ulte Vater Heodel er war ein goter Mann. 0, er 
war aber ein gutec Mana 1" 
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not possibly be given of thie excellent servant of 
Christ, than is given in these few wordB from the 
heart of age and piety. 

We asked this old Mother whether he was fond 
of meetings, for prayer, in the congregation. " O 
yes ! he was very much for such things. He held 
a meeting of that kind every Thursday evening, in 
the old church." 

The records, during this period, show that he 
aimed at the purity of the Church, and the ad- 
vancement of the members in true piety. 

During his second term at Lancaster, the congre- 
gation at Manheira was vacant ; and, from 1783 to 
1787, was frequently visited by Dr. Hendel, He 
also continued to preach at New Providence, once 
a month, during the whole term. 

In 1788, the degree of Doctor of Divinity was 
conferred upon him, by the "English college of 
New Jersey." ' 

Though now old, and worn down in body by the 
toils of a long and laborious ministry, yet he was 
again invited to transplant himself, and , become 
once more fruitful, in a new soil. He received a 
call from Philadelphia, which also he accepted, 
aud began his labors in his new field, Feb, 9, 
1794. 

Dr, Hendel's ministry, iu Philadelphia, was not 
without its trials. He had some opposition to en- 
counter, which originated principally in the consis- 
tory of the church. It would be strange if so good 

' Letter from Holkod, in Dutch, dated April 13tb, 1791. 
See my collection of MSS. 
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a man bad not awakened aome worldly spirits 
againBt him. 

This waa the good man's last field of labor ; and, 
as it became the scene of his heaviest trials, so also 
it afforded him occbbiod to witness hia best confes- 
sion. He was not long there, when the yellow 
fever broke oat the second time. That was a sea- 
son of sore trial. It required a ^ant faith, and 
Dr. Hendel showed himself equal to the terror. 
Not only snch citizens as coald do it, but almost 
all the ministers, fled from the city, for their lives, 
/eaviog the sick twid dying to the mercy of God, 
and the care of those whose faith waa strong enough 
to enable them to stand to their duty, in the face 
of death. Countenances struck with terror, and 
overclouded with gloom, gazed at each other in the 
silent street, and in every house reigned the loneli- 
ness and the sorrow of death ! I>r. Hendel was 
£rm at hia post. He was at the bedside of the 
dying; and in the house of mourning, with the 
dead ; miniBteriug help with hia hands, and consola- 
tion with his prayers. i£ ever the poet's picture 
of a Mthfiil pastor bad its true original, it waa here : 

"Beside the bed of death, where partiDg life waa laid. 
And Mnow, gailt, utd pain b; times diamayeii, 
The reTereod champion stood. At his cotitrol. 
Despair aod anguish fled the atniggliug soul ; 
Comfort came down, the trembling wretch to ruse. 
And hie last falf ring aeoenta whiapered prase." 

During that dreadful season of pestilence, many 
families struck up booths west of the Schuylkill, 
11* 
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into wliicb they removed, hoping to get beyond the 
reach of the contagion ; but in vain. The tented 
hill-eides along the river became a vast hospital, 
tenanted with the Bick and dying. To them the 
faithful Hendel repaired, to adminiater to them the 
last offices of the Charch, and cheer their dyiog 
hours with words of hope and conaolation. 

At length, the dreadful ecoarge also laid hold of 
him. He became one of the last victims of the 
retiring epidemic ; and, on the 29th of September, 
1798, " after he had served his own generation, by 
the will of God, he fell asleep, and was gathered 
unto bis fathers." He lies buried by the side of 
Steiner, Weyberg, and "Winkbans, in Franklin 
Square, in Philadelphia. His funeral sermon was 
preached by his warm and faithful friend. Dr. Hel- 
mnth, from 2 Sam. i. 26. "I am distressed for 
thee, my brother Jonathan : very pleasant hast 
thou been unto me." 

Dr. Hendel presented a fine personal appearance. 
He had naturally a strong voice, which, from his 
earnest and deep devotion, became peculiarly plea- 
sant and impressive. He was fond of ^nging; and 
was wont to fall in with the hymn, in a loud bass 
voice, singing with great spirit and derotion. 

He labored, in all his ministiy, to promote, among 
his members, sincere devotion of heart and life. 
His exhortations were warm and moving. He was, 
besides, a good preacher, an unwearied pastor. He 
paid special attention to the sick and afflicted : they 
kuew him as an angel of mercy, and so awaited 
and welcomed his visits. 
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Dr. Ileudel was poseesued of more than ordinary 
Btreiigth of miud, and exoelleot pulpit talentB. The 
Eev, John Christian Stahlschmidt, who hecame ac- 
quainted with him in Tnlpehocken, in the year 
1773, saya of him: "This man is one of the best 
preachers that I became acquainted with in Ame- 
rica. He was born in the Palatinate ; and had come 
to this country, as a minister, many years ago. He 
possesses much science and knowledge ; and, with- 
out any Beetarian or party spirit, he is, in heart, 
consecrated to the cause of true godliness."' 

Dr. Heudel was a man of prayer. He was par- 
ticularly known as such by those studenta whom he 
prepared for the holy ministry. He seems to have 
felt communion with Glod to be snch a luxury, that 
he could not deny himself the blessed enjoyment, 
even where circumstances seemed to make it incon- 
venient for him to retire. An old gentleman in 
Philadelphia says, that, on one occasion, he accom- 
panied him to a meeting of Synod. On the way, 
they stopped for dinner, and to feed their horses : 
after dinner was over. Dr. Hendel disappeared. 
The horses were brought out; all was ready for 
them to start; but for some time yet he did not 
come. It was, at length, incidentally discovered 
that be was earnestly engaged ia prayer, in a 
thicket near by. 

Dr. Hendel was the St. John of the German Ke- 

formed Church. There are aged persons yet, in 

Tulpehocken congregation, who still remember him 

as he was and appeared, when he came to them on 

' " Pilger-Reise zu Wasser and zn Land," p. 291, 
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u vmt, from Philadelphia, in hia last years. Hia 
liair was long and white, his countenance serene 
and heavenly, and his whole appearance beautifully 
venerable and saintlike. He conld scarcely bold 
the hymn-book in his trembling hands ; bat, with 
true nnction from above, and with holy eamestnesa 
and pateroal affection, did the words of life and 
love fall from his anointed lips ! 

Dr. Hendel had, in a veiy extraordinary degree, 
what may be called the ffift of prayer. His public 
prayers always melted the hearts of the people. 
He seemed to bear thar hearts into the very pre- 
sence of God, 60 that they were overwhelmed with 
a sense of His nearness, and softened by the power 
of Hia mercy and love. Thus, he lived, in the way 
of foretaste, ae in the presence of God. His 
prayers have long since been changed into praises ; 
and he lives and worships, with the general assem- 
bly and church of the first-born, and the spirits of 
the just made perfect, in Heaven. 

The following hymn on Dr. Hendel's death, was 
composed by some friend; and, as it would lose by 
translation, we ^ve it in the original. 

" Tnuet-HQBiek, auf den Abaobied dea eeligen Uenn Dr. 
Udodela, den 9teii Deoember, 1798." 

" Herr, welch' ein Sohlog I ^ Heerda waint, 
Ibr frommer Hxhdel ut SDtachlafeii, 

Der treae Kcecbt; ein Oottea Pieund 
^kt Mb : Qott, das aind borte Strafen 1 
Anf, Buf Qemetndet tranre lantl 
* Auf welobe Gott mit enuto echuit. 
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"Eia Lehret stub, der ohne scbeu 

Den Schmolen Pfad dea Sundem zeDgt«, 

Und dec am Wort vom Kreutie treu 

Sieb Die tot falecber Weisbeit beugte. 

Auf, anf Qemeiudsl traure lautl 

Auf welche Qott init etaata acbaut. 



"Nun niobt mebr bier — oin Voter Starb, 
Der seine Ileerd' -nia kinder liebte 1 
Der dutch sein Beigpiel aicbts verdarb, 
Dbt auch nicht gern ein kind betrUble. 
Auf, auf Oemeinde ! trauro lautl 
Anf welcbe Qott mit ernste scbauL 



"Der Hirte atarb; der weis irie warm 

Er wie Bsin Herr verlorne suchte. 

Sein off'nes lierts, aeia Liebe»-Ann 

DmbaBte Fromme and Tercuobte. 

Anf, auf Qemeinde 1 traure biutl 

Auf wekbe Qott mit ernBte scbaut. 



"Ein Beter starb — er bat und rang 

Im Oeiet nad Kraft bei Nncht and Tage. 
Der Wahrheits-Abfall maoht ihm bang; 
Er ahndete nocb griissre Plage. 
Herr Jeau, biira du sein Fleh'n, 
Lass daTon uns uocb Segea seh'nl 



"Lamm Gottes, heil'ger Uorr nnd Gott! 
Erbarmo Dich der nrmcn Hcerde. 
Den GeiaC des Irrthunia moch' zu Spatt; 
ErfUlle bnld die ganze Erde' 

Mit Licht und Kraft — Acbl trSste doch 
Die deinen, Herri sie weinen uoch." 
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" LelienBfaiike, den OoU schuf, 
Tolge wiliig Beinem Euf, 
Friede fliesaet aaf dich nieder, 
Alles hallt von Wonae wieder, 
Weine, weine lUnger nicht, 
Sieh dein Todaa Tbal ist Lloht 

"HBr, dein Jbbub mfet dioh: 
Eomm, Erlitaterl liebe mioh. 
QottI iet dies dea Ohriaten Toit 
Ecdet BO Bich seine Nothf 
Sinkt ei so zum Grabs hior 
Da an sei sterben meia Gewian, 

"Ich aeh' ibn, Er, mein Hera ist do, 
Hdlelujafa I Hallelujah I 
Heil mir 1 aUaaa Rnh. 
Ich sohwings mioh yor Qottw TbrOD; 
Gottl veloh ein Jubelioller Tonl 
'Wallet mir von dort her uiV 
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BEV. NICHOLAS POMP. 



I^iCHDLAS Pomp, a native of Gennany, father of 
the Iter. Thomas Fomp, of Easton, and a very 
promiDQDt man among the Qerman Eeformed min- 
isters who labored in this country during the latter 
part of the last century, waa born January 20th, 
in the year of our Lord, 1734. He passed through 
a regular course of scientific and theological train- 
ing, for the sacred office, at the TJniveraity of 
Halle j after which he was sent to this country, 
under the aaepicea of the Fathers in SoUand, a. d. 
1760.- 

Mr. Pomp's first charge waa Faulkner Swamp, 

' So sBja his tDiobBtone. It mast, however, be a raistska. Id 
the CiJt&l Minutes of 1761, a list of ministers, present and ab- 
sent, is given ; but his name does not appear among them. 

AccordlDg to another account, " be was one of the four mis- 
sionaries sent to this country in the jear 1765."^i>r. Bom- 
berger't Sermon on the Death of Vte Reo. Th/ymoi Pomp, p. 12. 

Inasmuch as no four missionaries came to America in that 
jear, that part must be a traditional mistake; yet the date may 
be right. His name appears on a list, in 17T0 ; and he was 
also president of CiJtns that year, whioh would indicate that be 
was in the country earlier, as it was by no means the custom 
of our fathers to ?iait new comers early. 
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and affiliated congregations.' In the firat statisti- 
cal table extant, in which his name appears (1770), 
Le is put down as connected with Faulkner Swamp ; 
and he confirmed, in that year, in his charge, fifty- 
one persons. Judging from the progress exhibited 
in the statistical tables, so far as extant, his minis- 
try must have been successful. In 1777, we find 
he confirmed seventy-nine. 

Whilst he waa pastor in Paulknor Swamp, he 
published a small volnme, of 200 pages,' in reply 
to a very subtle and mischievous book on TJniver- 
salism, then circulated among the Germans of 
Pennsylvania, entitled "Das Ewige Evangelium" 
— The Everlasting Giospel. Some copies of this 
excellent treatise are still extant. He speaks of it 
with great modesty, in the preface; and says he 
had it, in manuscript, four years before its publi- 
cation. At the instance of friends, who knew its 
worth, he was induced to give it to the public. It 
is divided into two parts. The first treats of God's 
love, and the second of His righteous retributions. 
It is scriptural in its teachings, able in its discus- 
sions, and excellent in its spirit; and it very exten- 
sively served the cause of truth, in ita day. 

I " The first field of misuooary labor ocoupied bj the Bev. 
Nicbolas Pomp, compTieed portions of Montfijomerj, and the 
adjoining conntieB, in this State ; bia place of TeaidenCB being 
in Skippach towosliip." — Ih. BtrmbergsT's Sermon, p, 12. 

' " Kurlzgefneato Priifungen dec Lehra dee Ewigen Evange- 
liums: womit deutlich gezeigea wird das mau die Wieder- 
bringuDg aller Dinge in der beiligen Shrift vergeblicb sucbeL 
Auf Begehreo vieler Freunde Eum druok befdrdert. Von N. 
Pomp, V. D. M. Phild. Qadruckt bei Heinrioh Miller, 1774." 

■ C,ql,lt!dt,G00glC 
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In 1783, Mr. Pomp accepted a call to tlie coiigio 
gation iu Baltimore, and preached his introductory 
sermon on the first Sabbath in September of that 
year. H« entered upon his daties, in this new 
field, under disadvantages, arising from the state 
of the congregation, at the time. What this was, 
may be best known from a brief entry, made by 
Mr. Pomp himself, in the records of the Baltimore 
chnrch, at the time he took charge of it. " From 
its commencement, this congregation experienced 
manifold adversities. When it consisted only of a 
few families, they were sometimes visited by Mr. 
Lischy, and afterwards by Mr. Otterbein. Bat 
when the congregation increased, from year to 
year, and sought a preacher for itself, and obtained 
Mr. Faber, a remarkable schism took place in it ; 
which still continues. The one-half of the congre- 
gation would have nothing to do with Mr. Faber, 
and held to Mr. Otterbein, who still ministered to 
them, at the time. After Mr, Faber had been here 
several years, and could not sustain himself in the 
congregation, he went away; and Mr, Wallauer, 
who succeeded no better, came into his place. 
Aftfir Mr. "Wallauer, Mr. Boehm, a member of the 
Pennsylvania Cotua, was called to the charge of 
the congregation ; and, after the lapse of some 
years, when he was found to he disqualified, and 
was also, by the Reverend Cotus of Pa., in the year 
1782, at Beading, declared to be so,' and permission 

■ Thia poor man became fearfully afflicted witli epilepsj. 
There 'was nothing immoral, to call forth the action of Cotus. 
Sec (L notice of him eUewhere in thia ifOrk. 

Vol. IL— 12 
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was given to the congregation to call another man, 
qualified for the post, Mr. Pomp was called."' 

Kotwithstanding the congregation was inheriting 
the "iniquities of their forefathera," Mr. Pomp's 
ministry was at first saccesaful. " TJader his labors, 
the congregation was built Tip, and its condition 
mnch improved." In his administration, they 
began to bnild a new charch; which movement 
created opposition on the part of some members, 
and the old troubles, in a degree, ageia rctarned. 
About one year after the new church was conse- 
crated, "in coneeqaence of much opposition, from 
only two members chiefiy, growing out of the new 
church building, perhaps, Mr. Pomp resigned ; and, 
on the 15tb of November, 1789, preached his &re- 
well diacourBe."' 

Mr. Pomp was now immediately called to be the 
successor of the Kev. Mr. Faber in "the three 
united congregations in Goshenhoppen," as we 
learn from the Cotal acts of 1790. They sent their 
deputies to Cijtus, to have their call confirmed, 
which was granted ; but accompanied with a beau- 
tiful and merciful recommendation, namely : "Since 
the parsonage, ownedjointlyby these congregations, 
is still occupied by the widow of Mr. Faber, and 
no one would remove her, the congregations were 
advised to provide another home for Mr. Pomp, 
and, as far ae possible, to continue their goodness 
towards the widow." Most cheerfully do we record 
this beautiful tact, as an honor to the hearts of the 

" Dr. Major's MS., toI. ii. p. 151. 

' Dr. Heiuer'B CeoteiMrj Sermon, 1850, p. 24. 
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Fathers; aod most earnestly do we commend its 
imitation to all congregations who have among 
them the widows of their departed pastors, who, to 
serve their people, were willing to leave their iami- 
lies in poverty behind them, commending to Ood, 
and to the Christian feelings of the people in whose 
highest service they spent their lives, the silent but 
touching appeals of the needy, fatherless, and widow. 
Who shall pass them coldly by, and hope to he 
forgiven ? 

He seems to have been in this place only one 
year; for, in the Cotal Minutes of 1791, we find 
bis name connected, in the statistical table, with 
Indianfield, Bucks county. His name appears on 
the records of Boehm's church, as pastor, from 
1794 to 1797, showing that this was then part of 
his charge. His health seems now to have com- 
menced failing. In 1793 be is absent from Synod, 
which met at Lancaster; and, in his written apo- 
logy, refers to hia "bodily infirmities, as unfitting 
him for undertaking a tedious journey, although 
they are not of such a nature as to interfere with 
his ministerial duties." In 1796, he is absent "on 
account of indisposition." In 1797 and 1798, ho is 
also absent, which can only be accounted for on the 
same ground. In 1801 we find his name given as 
resident in Easton, and the Eev. Mr. Senn's name 
appears in connection with Indianfield. He was 
now compelled, by growing infirmities, to desist 
from serving a regular charge ; having been physi- 
cally disabled, in a great measure, by an attack of 
paralysis. His son, the Kev. Thomaa Pomp — whom, 
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in fulfilment of his ardeut desire, he had now the 
ploasnre of seeing in the ministry — had been called 
to Easton, in July, 1796, and with him hia vene- 
rable father had now gone to reside; and this was 
hia home until his death. 

Though he was now withont a regular charge, 
yet such was his fondness for preaching, that he 
continued to preach whenever an opportunity was 
afforded him. For a while, he supplied Beveral 
congregations in the neighborhood of Easton. In 
visiting these, on one occasion, he fell from his 
horse; by which accident he received an injury 
which rendered it impossible for him afterwards to 
ride, either on a horse or in a carriage. The people 
to whom he had preached, however, were so anxious 
to hear him, that they made arrangements to have 
him carried, by four men, on a litter, a distance of 
from twelve to fifteen miles. This was done several 
times.' 

Tradition says that he took great delight in 
preaching, to the last. This he did, also, until, 
from infirmities of age, and the loss of his teeth, 
the people were no more able to understand him. 

In his old age, his counsel was still sought by 
younger ministers; and he cheerfully aided them, 
in this way. We have a letter from him to the 
Kev, Mr. "Weber, of Westmoreland county, dated 
Easton, March 16fh, 1806, from which it appears 
that Mr. Weber had sought his counsel in regard 
to several matters. Mr. Pomp had replied to him; 

' For tliia interesting fact, wa are indebted to the Rev. Prof, 
Thoo. Apple, wiio obtained it from aged persons who wore wit- 
nesses of it. 
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but aflenvards heard nothiug in regard to hts letter. 
He now eajs : *' I not only answered your letters, 
but also, in a priated newspaper, gave my views 
in regard to the Metbodifits, or ^inatics,' with tho 
hope that you might be able to make good use of 
what I wrote. Bat, since you have not replied, in 
the least, I fear I have not served you therein. My 
ohject in the present writing, is to elicit an answer 
from you. I am, at present, tbank God! still 
pretty well. The office of the ministry I have laid 
aside, on account of the infirmities of age. Thus, 
I am now no longer of any account in this world, 
and I long after the life to come." 

Though feeble in body, Mr. Pomp still lived a 
number of years later than this. He died in Easton, 
September 1st, 1819. He is buried by the side of 
his wife, in the German Reformed cemetery in Eas- 
ton, where a stone, with the following memorial, 
marks his grave: 

"In 
Memory of 

Rbt. NicholaB Pomp, 
Who waa bom 

J&D. 2Dtb, A.D. 1734, 

and departed this life 

Sept. iHt, A.i>. 1819, 

Aged S5 jrs., 7 moa., 
ftDd 27 d&;s." 
" fiia name shonid be oberiahed, aa one of the fotmders of 
the Qennan Reformed Church in America. He oame to thia 
eonntrj, as a missionary from the Synod of Holland, in th« 
year 1760; aod labored, us pastor, BDcoeasiTely, in the congre- 
gations of Fanlkner Siramp, Baltimore, ftnd Indianfield." 

'"Strabler." 
12* 
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The wife of Mr. Pomp, ■whose maiden name was 
Fisher, was born Feb. 9th, 17S4 ; died May 20th, 
1812. Eesides the deBcendants through his son, 
the Eev. Mr. Pomp, of Kaston, "he has also," says 
Dr. Heiner, of Baltimore, "a number of grand- 
children and groat-grandchildren, in this city; some 
of whom are now (1850) members of this congre- 
gation." 

Mr. Pomp was small in stature. His natural abi- 
lities were good, and well disciplined by education. 
In all his duties, he manifested good sense and a 
sound judgment. He was pioua as a man, and 
devoted to God and his people as a pastor. His 
sermons evinced a high order of talent, as well as 
sound and thorough theological acquirements, evan- 
gelical views, and a truly catholic spirit. He had a 
slight impediment in hia speech, which somewhat 
■ marred his delivery; yet he was an acceptable 
preacher, nevertheless, on account of the higher 
excellenciea of his sermons. The odor of a good 
name still lingers in the memories of the few sur- 
vivors who knew him, and heard him preach. 
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EBV. JOHN THEOBALD FABEE. 



John Theobald Faber was bom in Toggen- 
beitn, in the Palatinate, on the 13th day of Feb- 
ruary, in the year of our Lord 1739. He studied 
theology in his native land, where also he remained 
till he was in the twenty-eighth year of his age. 
He arrived in this country, sent by the Fathers in 
Holland, Sept. 11th, 1T66, and immediately went 
to Sunnytown, in Montgomery county. Here he 
took charge of the united congregations of Old and 
New Goshenboppen, and Great Swamp, which were 
vacant at that time. He preached also, occasion- 
ally, in neighboring congregations, which wero 
often vacant in those early times. It is mentioned, 
in the Minutes of Cotus, in 1773, that he preached 
in the Trumbaur church, in Baeks county, "from 
time to' time." 

Not long after he took charge of these congre- 
gations, be was joined in holy marriage with Bar- 
bary Mary, daughter of Erhard Kose, of Eeading, 
Berks county, Pa. 

Ab early as 1769, the congregation at Lancaster 
presented a call to Mr. Faher, which, after four 
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weeks' consideration, he felt it his duty to decline, 
on the ground of strong attachment to the people 
of his charge. In the early part of the year 1775, 
the congregation at Lancaster again hecame vacant, 
by the resignation of the Rev. Charles L. Boehm ; 
and, in May of that year, two Elders appeared be- 
fore Cotue, with a written call to Mr. Faber ; but 
he conid not make up his mind, at that time, to 
leave his congregationB in Goeheuhoppen. Three 
years later, when the Rev. Mr. Helfenstein closed 
his ministry in Lancaster, that congregation re- 
newed their call to Mr. Faber. This appeal suc- 
ceeded ; and he, having accepted their call, left 
Goshenhoppen in the latter part of the year 1779, 
and removed to Lancaster, Pa. He was induced 
now to leave his old charge, " because they did not 
give him the necessary support, which they are 
abundantly able to do." He served the congrega- 
tion at Lancaster, and that of New Providence, 
connected with it, and in which he preached once 
a month, for three years ; from Sept., 1779, to Sept., 
1782. It appears that his ministry was successful, 
in the congregation of Lancaster. The records of 
baptisms, confirmations, marriages, and burials, 
show that ho performed a large amount of minis- 
terial duty. The coneistorial records, we tind, 
were almost entirely neglected, during his time — 
for which, however, he ia not wholly responsible — 
80 that not much is known of the doings of the 
church, in a general way, during the period of his 
ministry. 
From Lancaster he was called to the Indianfield 
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charge, in Montgomery county, where he remained 
aboiit two years. 

In the Garly part of the year 1786, the congrega- 
tions in Goahenhoppen and Great Swamp became 
vacant, by the resignation of the Rev. Frederick 
Wilham Vandersloot; when they called Mr. Faber 
back to hia old charge. He accepted their call, 
and petarned to Gosbeohoppen. Here he continned 
till the time of his death, which occurred Nov. 2d, 
1788. 

Hia death was very sudden and solemn. Ho 
went to the church, od Sabbath morning, appa- 
Tently as well as usual. "To the surprise of the 
schoolmaster, and many in the congregation, he 
gave out the well-known funeral hymn : 

'Ach Herr lehre mioh bedonkan, 
Daa ich einmal eterben mm.' " 



He then read the Gospel for the day, which was 
the raising of Jairua'a daughter, Matt. ix. 18-26 ; 
and began to preach. He dwelt with peculiar ear- 
nestnesa and emphasis on the consoling words: 
" The maid is not dead, but sleepeth." When he 
bad finished the first part of hie discourse, and was 
bcgiuniug the second, ho began to grow weak, and 
suddenly stoppetl speaking, and was seen to sink. 
The KIders ran to his assistance : they brought him 
from the pulpit, and carried him into the sexton's 
house, adjoining the school-house, and laid him on 
the bed, where he expired in about forty-five minutes 
aiterwards. The congregation, as we may well sup- 
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pose, was overwhelmed with consteraation and sor- 
row. What a Bolemii death ! — and yet how glorious 
for a servant of Jesas Christ, thus to die at bis post ! 
It IB remarkable that bie son, who was afterwards 
pastor in the same charge, forty-five years later, 
died suddenly, of the same disease, in tbe same 
pulpit, while preaching a funeral sermon. 

Mr. Faber was buried, on the following Tuesday, 
under the altar in the church at Qosbenboppen. 
Besides several neighboring miniaters, a vast mul- 
titude of people followed bis remains to tbe church. 
The Rev. Mr. Blnmer preached a very impressive 
and edifying sermon, from Heb. xiii. 17. In front 
of the pulpit, on the right side of tbe altar, and 
directly above bis grave, there is a panel, on which, 
in beautiful letters, is the following inscription : 

"lain LbissxI 

Hier mhet der 

Khr. Joho Theo. Faber; ebemftli 

Oeneaaener Prediger dieger Oemeindo. 

Gebohteu den 13 Febn»T, 1739, 

Stub dea 2tea Nov., 178ii, 
Alter 49 Jahr, 8 m., & 18 Tage." 

On the left side is a similar panel, on which is a 
memorial of bis son, the younger Faber, cloung 
with the words, "Wbichb Sacht!" to correspond 
with the words on tbe other side, " Tritt Lkissb !" 
Tbe visitor is to come softly and depart quietly, 
because here are the honored dead. 

Of Mr. Faber's ministry in I/ancaeter, tradition 
now repeats nothing; but of bis later and longer 
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ministry in Goshenhoppen, it still speaks in warm 
terms. "Prom all I can gather concerning Mr, 
Faber," says the Eev. Daniel "Weiser, the present 
pastor in that charge, *' from the oldest member, he 
waa much beloved as a pastor: so much bo, that, 
if be were living now, he would, no doubt, still be 
pastor of tbo charge. That the congregations, at 
their own expense, sent the younger Faber to Fa- 
ther Hendel, to be prepared for the ministry, and, 
after he was through his studies, called him as their 
pastor, speaks much of their love for the father; 
seeing it was on the father's account that they edu- 
cated his son. He seems to have been pious and 
zealous, as a man and a minister. He, as far as 
appears, was the only one, in that early day, sta- 
tioned in this charge, who held prayer-meetings, 
and enforced the discipline of the Church. In 
short, he seems to have been a pastor of the right 
spirit." 

The feet that he was recalled to this charge, 
after having served in other places for several years, 
also shows that he left behind him a pleasant savor, 
which induced the people to desire his services 
again. Still more tender is the testimony of their 
love to him, which appears in the fact, that they 
honored his remains with a burial in the altar. 

Mr. Faber had seven children, three sons and 
four daughters. He has a son-in-law. Dr. T. Sel- 
lers, residing at Pottstown. There are also some 
of his descendants residing at Reading, and others 
in Northumberland county, Pennsylvania. 
This servant of Jesus Christ has left a good 
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ivijuit of bimaelf boliind him, liucords aud tra- 
ditions speak of him only that which is good. 
""We are sorry," say the Fathers in Holland, in 
their letter to Ciitus, dated Amsterdam, April 18th, 
1791 — " we are sorry to hear of the decease of Mr. 
Faber, and we condole with Cotos in the loss of 
that excellent man." 
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EBV. JOHN CHEISTOPHEB 
GOBEBCHT. 



JoEH Christophek Gobbecht was bom in the 
village of Angersteio, a short distance from the 
city of GottiDgeti, German;, on the 11th day of 
October, 1733. 

In his twentieth year, to nse his own langnage, 
*'he was led, by divine providence, to turn his 
thoughts towards the New World." FoUowiog 
the promptings of the good spirit which he be- 
lieved was drawing him, he embarked for this 
distant country, alone, and arrived safely in Phila- 
delphia, in 1758. Of the incidents of his voyage 
hither, he has left ns no account. 

After being in this country ten years — so he 
informs as, in a notice written in his large family 
Bible — " he was led, by the Holy Spirit, to feel a 
desire to enter the holy ministry, and to win souls 
to God." "With this purpose in view, he studied 
two years, nnder the "Rev. Mr. Alsentz, then sta- 
tioned at Wentz's church ; and, after having been 
examined, he was ordained and consecrated, as a 
Vol. n.— 13 
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minister of the Gospel, at the Tohickea charch, in 
Backs coun^, Pa., Sept 28th, 1766. 

Soon after his ordination, he took charge of the 
congregationB of Tohicken, Indian£eld, and Great 
Bwamp; and also preached, as a supply, for the 
Tmmbanr congregation. He labored Biiccessfdlly 
in this field for the space of four years. 

At the meeting of Cotas, September, 1770, a 
letter was received ^m the congregationB at Mode> 
creek, Cocalico, Zeltenreich, and Seicher'a charch, 
in Lancaster connty, vacated by the Rev. Mr. Wit- 
ner, requesting that Mr. Oobrecht might become 
their minister ; bat, as he conld not make np his 
mind to leave his congregations then, Cotos allowed 
him foar weeks in which to consider the matter, 
when he was to give information of his deci^n. 
He decided, at length, favorably; accepted the call 
of these congr^ations } and entered apon his 
dntiea, in hie new field of labor, December 15tb» 
1770. He seems to have been warmly attached to 
the charge he left, as he was, at first, at least, re- 
luctant to leave. The &rewell sermon, based on 
John iL 8, which he preached, in the Tohicken 
church, on the 9th of December, 1770, is still ex- 
tant; and is in poeseesion of Mr. Heniy Wirt, Jr., 
of Hanover, Pa.' 

Soon after taking charge of the congregations 
in Lancaster county, May 28th, 1771, he was mar^ 
lied to Elizabeth Lentz, of Berks conn^, Penn- 
sylvania. 

' We are indebted to Mr. Wirt fbr miicli nsnitance nntlerad 
in coUeotitig the fiuita in this aketoh. 
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Mr. Gobrecht served the coagregittionB in Lan- 
cAster connty about nine years — a period inclndiDg 
the darkest portion of the American Bflvolntion. 
From well-ftuthentieated tradition, we learn that 
he took quite an active part in the cause of the 
Colonies; and was frequently engaged in addressing 
the troops and levies, drafted and en route to fill 
the ranks of the continental army; encouraging 
them, by patriotic appeals to Iheir love of country 
and of freedom ; and also striving to eSect a deep 
religions impresMon upon their hearts, previona to 
their entering apon the temptations, dangers, and 
privations of that sangninary strnggle. 

While in this chaige, he also freqnently preached 
at New Providence, in the way of supply. From 
this field of labor, he removed, in 1779, to 
"M'Callister's," as the place now called Hanover, 
in York conn^, was then named ; having received 
a call to become pastor over the congregations then 
composing the Hanover charge, namely, Hanover, 
Christ Choreh (which is the old Conewago), Ab- 
bottstown, and Bermndian. Here he labored a 
period of twen^-seven years. When, in 1806, the 
infirmities of old age increased npon him so fast, 
he resigned this charge, and retired from the active 
dnties of the ministry, patiently awaiting the time 
when his Master, whom he had so long and feith- 
ftlly served, shoald call him to his rest and reward. 
He died In Etanover, peacefully and in hope, No- 
v^nber 6th, 1815, i^ed 82 years and 26 days. His 
TonuuDB Teet in the bnrying-groand of the Oerman 
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Reformed charch, in that town. He had ten chil- 
dren, eight of whom survived him. 

Many years hefore his death, he made a list of 
the hooks contuned in his lihraiy. Imme<^tel7 
under the catalogae, there are Beveral reqaesta ap- 
pended, in his own handwriting, in the waj of a 
will. 

" It is my will that none of my hooke shall be 
sold, afler my death ; hut my children and relatives 
may divide them among themselves. My dear chil- 
dren, live in peace and harmouy ; and the blessing 
of the Almighty God will be with you. Act fiiith- 
fuUy and honestly in all your transactions. Always 
remember that yon are in the presence of the Most 
High, and the Lord will not forsake you. This ia 
my last will and wish to you all. Tour father, 

" JOHH C. GrOBEECHT. 

"Sept. 21et, 1790." 

Father Gobrecht was not what, in thrae days, 
would be called a learned minister. He commenced 
the world as a weaver; and, of course, had to en- 
counter all the difficulties incident to the want of 
preparatory studies. Yet, cherishing the conviction 
"that he was led by the Holy Spirit," and wded by 
industry and fixedness of purpose, he overcame, in 
some measure, these ohstacleg ; and, in the written 
sermons which he has lefl^ he has given evidence 
of much vigor of thoughti and a clear apprehen- 
Biou of the doctrines of Christ which he sought to 
enforce. 
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His field of labor, in the Hanover charge, waa 
very large; having four, and sometimes six, con- 
gregations, and theee lying widely apart He had 
bnt little time for anything hut the actiTe ont^oor 
duties of his piofessioa. Theee, irom what we can 
learn, he performed faithfally, viuting each one of 
his memherB, if poseible, at least once a year. He 
already foresaw, at that eariy day, the evil conee- 
queDces of the practices of drinking, gambling, 
and caronBing, then so common among almost all 
classes of society. Begnlarly, on every New Year, 
would he preach a sermon on such like follies ; and 
rebaked, with special severity, the practice, then so 
common, of parties going oat "to shoot the Old 
Year off and the Kew Year in," as it was called. 

The Hanover congregation, as well as the rest in 
his charge, prospered nnder his ministry. In his 
time, a new brick church — in those days (1T97) no 
common thing, in the country — was built for the 
Hanover congregation; and also one for the con- 
gregation of Christ's Chnrch ; which latter one 
is still standing. All his churches increased in 
nnmhers and influence. In his old age, he conld 
review, with pleasant memories, the time he had 
spent in laboring for tbem, and see much fi:uit as 
the result of his cares and pains. 

*'Er war ein guter Mann, von alien geliebt," 
Bays an aged man who stilt remembers him. Thns, 
he haa left a good savor behind him; and, while 
his memory is blessed on earth, his reward is sure 
in Heaven. 

Mr. Gobrecht had seven sons and three daughters. 
13* 
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Od« of bis SODS became diBtingaifihed aa a designer 
and engraTer. At the time of his death, he was 
general anperintendeat of the engranng department 
of the Uoited Btates Hint, in Philadelphia. An- 
other of hia sons, the Ber. John Gobrecht, became 
a minister — a sketch of ir hoee life we have ^ven 
elsewhere in this volame. 

On his tombstone is the following beaatifal me- 
morial: 

" Suift Bohlommert einer frohen AoferatehaDg entgegen det 
Shiw. Johann Chrutopher Oobreoht, TieljUiriger Befbtmirter 
Pr«dtger. Oebohren in Deatsoblond, den llteu October, 1733. 
Geatorben den 6teii November, 1615. S«iiefl elten 82 Jtthren, 
2 Woahon, nnd S lage." 
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EEV. CHAELES LAKGB. 



Thib was a {dons and zealooa mao, known only 
as pastoF, for a brief period, of the German Se- 
formed chnrch at ^Frederick, Maryland, and as a 
misBionaiy in the enrronnding regions. It is dne 
to his memoTj to givo, from Br. Zacharias's Cen- 
tenary Bermon, all that can, perh^e, now be 
known of him on earth. 

" The Kev. Charles Lange was socceesor to Mr. 
Otterbein, in this charge. He entered npon his 
pastoral duties here abont the beginning of the 
year 1766. Mr. Lange appears to have been a 
Mthfol and energetic man. Beyond donbt, he was 
a scholar, ttnd a man of considerable talents. His 
chnrch-Tecords are made in a very neat and careful 
manner. Indeed, it is from these entries — which 
are, in part, rather in the form of a journal — that 
we most jndge of the man ; there being no other 
traces left, to mj knowledge, either in the archives 
of this chnrch or of the Synod, from which we 
might gather any farther particnlara of hia history. 
"HiH ministry in this charge was brief. His first 
entry in the chnrcb-record is in Febmary, 1766, 
and his last in May, 1768. During this period, 
besides preaching in Frederick, he visited regularly, 
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and preached, confirmed, and administered tbe or- 
dinances, at the Oladea, Millerstown (or WoodBhoro'), 
Taneytown, and at the Potomac Mountain, in Mary- 
land; at BtraebQTg, the Bonth Fork, the Sonth 
pranch, Upper-tract, the Picket (Peacked ?) Monn- 
tiun, Lower chnrch and Upper chnrcfa, in Virginia, 
and at the house of a pious deacon, George Shew- 
maker, who resided somewhere near the Potomac, 
in Loudon connty, Yii^nia. Judging from the 
contents of some private letters, addressed to mem- 
bers of this congregation, from ministers abroad, 
Mid preserved in the archives, I conclude that there 
were difficnltiee, between him and some of his 
members, relative to the ordinances of the Chnrch; 
on which, they said, he placed too much stress; 
and, in tiiis way, a breach wae fomented, which 
resulted in bis removal. Mr. Lange must have 
been a very industrions iuan. Perhaps not Emotber 
of the early miniBtera of this charge took so wide 
a range in bis ministrations ; nor attended, at least 
to the external duties of hiE calling, with so much 
pnnctnidity and care." 

*• The following statistioB of Mr. Lange's minis- 
trations in destitute chnrchee, whilst he was pastor 
of the Frederick charge, I gather from one of the 
church-books of this congregation. They were 
noted down by Mr. L. himself, somewhat in the 
Girm of a journal: he appears to have &ithfuUy 
recorded the name of every individual whom he 
either confirmed, or admitted to the aealiug ordi- 
nances of the Church. 

«0q the 8th of June, 1767, he administered the 



dt, Google 



BS7. (^ABLBS LAITSB. ISS 

Xiord'a Supper, 'at the achool-hoase, across the first 
moontaiu,' where Middletown subseqaeatly arose, 
to tbirtj-eight bodIs, viz., to Adam Reyell, Eliac 
Williard, Trantz Oster, George Cost, and othera 
JuDe 14th, 1767, he confirmed, 'at the Gladee,' ono 
person ; and adminiatered the commanion to Abra- 
ham Mueller, ChristiaB Smith, C. Crombaoh, Geo< 
Kremer, John Berg, John Deabelbiss, Peter Berg, 
and othera ; in all, fifty persons. 

"In the second week in Angnst, in the samo 
year, be seems to have set out from Frederick on a 
parochial visit to destitute churches in Virginia; 
and, on the 14th of this month, he confirmed, 'at 
the house of George Shewmaker, Beformed dea- 
con, across the Potomac,' Adam Kuntz, Keniy Dill, 
John Schneider, Margaret Dill, Philipina Roland, 
and others; in all, thirteen; and he then adminis- 
tered the Lord's Supper to Conrad Heckerman, 
Daniel Edleman, David Moll,'Prantz Richi, and 
others; in all, besides those confirmed, thirty-five 
souls. 

"August 30th, same year, he confirmed, 'at Btras- 
turg (or Shaferstown),' Virpnia, Aoguetin B. 
Baard, Jacob Seiber, John Laarman, and others ; 
twelve in all; and he administered the Lord's 
Supper to Adolph Seiber, B. Seiber, Christopher 
Tonng, Pelis Meyn, and others; in all, besides 
those confirmed, fifty-five persons. On October 
8th, lie confirmed, ' at the Sonth Fork, Virginia,' 
thirteen persons, viz., Edward Die^nbach, Mathias 
Alt, Peter Schuck, Helen Metz, and others; and 
be admitted to the communion A. V. HangbocI^ 
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A. Rigger, C^rge Dinckle, H. Moncb, and others; 
besides those confirmed, thirty-eix. On the 10th, 
same month, * at the Sooth Branch, in the Gapp,* 
he oon£rmed fonr peTsons, viz., Michael Bach, Ann 
IC. ^yer, ete. ; and adminieteied the commanioQ 
to Conrad Yonng, H. Kaufman, Jacob Bindert, 
etc. ; besides those confirmed, twenty-five soals. 

" On the 16th October, same year, ' at the Upper- 
tract, Sonth Branch, "Virginia,' confirmed seventeen 
persons, viz., George Jordon, Nicolas Heiber, etc; 
and administered the Lord's Snpper to Adam Eer- 
ber, A. Herboldt, George Deiss, George Ewig, and 
others ; in all, beades those confirmed, thirty-foor 
persons. 

"On the 2&d October, same year, confirmed, 'at 
the Picket Mountain, lower charch, "Virginia,' thirty- 
one, via,, David "Wingert, Henry Bochman, H. 
Bemutb, etc. ; and administered communion to 
eixtf-one persona, besides those confirmed, vis., 
Adam Bn<^, Carl Fey, Daniel Wets, Jacob Linger, 
and others. Here his statistics, for the oharches 
abroad, close the first year of his labors, while 
pastor of Frederick charge. 

♦'Daring this year (1768), Mr. L. made another 
tour into Virpnia; and, on April the 12th, he con- 
firmed, *ftt Millerstown' (now ■Woodstock), eleven 
persons, viz., George Leatz, Henry Meyer, Peter 
Bohafifar, Christopher Znmwald, Anna Lanman, 
Anna M. Zingler, Catharine Schwartz, Elizabeth 
Becker, and others. 

" April ITth, same year, he ecmSrmed, * at Adam 
Kosther's, Virginia (now Rosther's church),' six 
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peTsoDs, viz^ Adam Arbacb, Obristoptier Brecht- 
bill, Jacob Brechtbill, Boreas Bcetber, Maria Bhew- 
inaker, etc. 

" May Ist, eame year, confinned, * at the branch 
in Upper-tract,' Pendleton county, Virginia, Qeorge 
Geill ; and, on the 8th do., at the Pidcet HoaDtun, 
Rook connty, "Virginia, John Hereberger, John 
Zimmenuan, Anna Homberger, Anna M. Helde- 
rich, and othere. This Ib Mr. L.'a last record of 
confirmations or oommomone." 

This shows him to have been a man of cstraoi^ 
dinaiy diligence in hia lalxHn, and great devotion to 
his Maater's work. Though bat this narrow viata ia 
opened to us, into his earthly life, it ia gloriooslj 
illumined by the golden light of heaven. 
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EEV. SAMUEL SUTHEE. 

1722 — 1788. 

Bbt. Samuel Sctheb,* the scene of whose labors 
lay chiefly ia the Sonth, was bom in Switzerland, 
on the 18th of May, 1722. On the 28th of March, 
1738, his father, with a large family, twelve or thir- 
teen in nnmber, left the land of his birth, to seek 
a home in the forests of America. An all-wiBe 
and mysterious Providence, however, frustrated all 
their plans, and prostrated all their hopes. All, 
except Samuel, perished on the way! The father 
and two of the daughters found their graves on 
the shores of England, where the ship was detained 
several mouths, in order that damages, sustained in 
encountering a severe gale, might be reptured. This 
was a sad stroke for the family; bnt there was mercy 
in it, for they were taken away from the evil to 
come. The sofTerings which the surviving mem- 
bers of the family sustained, are said to have been 
such as scarcely have a parallel in the annala of 
human sorrow. 

The ship having been repaired, again set sail for 

a port in Virginia ; and, having been tossed aboat 

upon the mountain waves, by thirteen fearful auo- 

I See Qer. Bef. MesBeDger, Maj lOtb, 1843. 
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eeadve tstonoB, daring & space of more than fonr 
xaontliB; they at last cast anchor, in nght of the 
destined shore, on the 5th of Januaty, 1739. Hope 
now once more cheered the hearts of the Bumvon 
of the ship's company — we say Barrivors, for many 
of them bad already perished, their entire stock of 
water and provisiona having heen exhoasted six 
days preriOQB. 

The boats were now deqiatched to the shore, for 
sapplies; bat, before relief coald be obtained for 
the starring company, most of them fonnd a 
watery grave. Another storm was npon them — 
the winds raged, the waves boat high, the cables 
gave way, and the ship became a wreck, launch- 
ing about two handred and twenty souls into 
eternity ! 

On the 10th of Janaaiy, Bamael Suther, the 
only one of his father's fiunily that survived, was 
brought to shore, almost lifeless from hanger and 
cold ; but, by the kind attention of an English- 
man, and the blessing t^ Gtod, he was in due time 
restored. 

Prom this time on, to the year 1768, Mr. Bather 
seems to have been engaged in the provinces of 
Virf^nia, Carolina, Georgia, Pennsylvania, and 
Maryland, mostly in the capacity of a school- 
teacher. In 1749, he taught the German Beformed 
school in Philadelphia. 

It cannot he discovered, from his matilated and 
almost obliterated Diary, that he preached any he- 
fore June, in the year 1768, when he began to 
preach in Mecklenburg county, North Carolina. 
T0L.n.— 14 
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"Wheix and by whom he waa ordained, does not ap- 
pear upon the remaina of his Biaiy ; but it ie said, 
by his grandchildren, that, ant^ a few years ago, 
they had in possession the certificate of his ordina- 
tion, and that he was orduned in Philadelphia. 

On the 25tti of October, 1771, he removed, with 
his fiunily, fix>m Mecklenbnrg to G-oilford, or per^ 
hapa Orange, county, N. C, where be resided, and 
labored in the miniatry, till the 7th of Januaiy, 
1782. It is supposed that he fonnded and formed 
all the German Beformed churches in Guilford and 
Orange counties. 

In 1784, Mr. Suther went to PennaylTania and 
New York, in company with (ieorge Qurtner, Esq. 
— who is well known, in Guilford and Orange coun- 
ties, as one of the original founders and supporters 
o£ their churches — in order to collect money with 
which to build the £rst Gterman Reformed church 
in those counties. How they succeeded is not 
known ; but the church waa afterwards built, and 
baa ^nce given place to the well-known brick 
church, in Q-nilford conn^. From Guilford ho 
agua removed to Mecklenberg, where he remained 
till 1786, when he removed to Orangeburg District; 
in Bouth Carolina. There he lived till his death, 
which occurred on the 28th of September, 1788. 
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RET. BRUIN ROMCAS COMINGOE. 

Ov Mr. Cohingoe's early life, we have not been 
able to obtain any information. Ab the disciples 
along the Tiberias, bo we find him firBt as a fisher^ 
man, along the shores of Nova Scotia; where, 
afterwards, in the same region, he became a fisher 
of men — lived, labored, and died. 

The first immigraate from Germany who settled 
in Nova Scotia, arrived at Luneberg about the year 
1753 or 1754. They were composed of Reformed 
and Lutherans, and were the first regular settlers 
of Lnneberg county. Together, they founded the 
town of Lnneberg ; which is a pleasant place, in 
the bosom of a beautiful and fertile coontiy, with 
a most excellent harbor. 

We find that, as early as 1759, the Lutherans 
made an effort to obtain a pastor ; to this end 
Bending a call to the Bev. Br. Muhlenberg, then in 
New York, by the hands of the Kev. Michael 
Schlatter, on his return from service, as chaplain, 
in the Pennsylvania regiment^ after the capture of 
Louiaberg.' The Eeformed were without a pastor 
for a period of about sixteen years, from the time 
of their arrival there; thus, till about the year 
> See Lifa of SohUtter, pp. 32&-«. 
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1770. Baring this time, they had made applicap 
tion, to the.CotQB in FenDsylTania, for a minister; 
in which, however, they were not snceesBfuI, in 
consequence of the Boarcity of miniBtdrB, and the 
great want in the Church nearer home. In tho 
year 1T72, they appointed the Elder, Martin Kanl- 
hach, their agent^ to solicit donations in "Nevf Yor^ 
Fenneylrania, and in Holland, to defray the ex- 
pense of a half-finished new church for the cougre- 
tion. Not having been able to succeed in procuring 
a minister, *<they fixed their eyes apon one among 
themeelves, namely, Mr. Bruin Romcaa Comingoe, 
as their only resort" 

Before we proceed with a farther account of Mr. 
Comingoe, we will present the reader with some 
interesting historical facta, which not only bear on 
the life of Mr. Comingoe, but are also of import- 
ance to the history of the early German Beformed 
Church in Nova Scotia. Here is a copy of the 
testimonials furnished to Elder Kaulbach by the 
consstoiy, and many members of the church at 
Xiuneberg, and attested by other persons of distinc- 
tion. It is written by an illiterate person, often 
hardly legible, and, in some places, scarcely intel- 
ligihle. It has no date ; "but was evidently written 
in the spring of 1772. We interpret it as follows : 

"The circumstances of the Glerman Reformed 
churches in Lnneberg, Kova Scotia, briefly repre- 
sented and commended. 

"There are about sixty iamilies in this town, 
which live togethw in peac^ under the ministiy 
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of Mr. Bruia Bomcas Comingoe — a regular, bqc- 
cessful, aod well-approved miniBter. With great 
labor and pftios, we have lately built a church, in 
which to hold our divine service, aud to honor and 
praise God. It is only about half finished ; because 
we are too weak, in our worldly circamHtances, 
without sfiBiatauce, to fijikh it, and, at the same 
time, provide our pastor with that which is due 
him and his office, that he may labor unhindered 
among us. 80 that we entreat for some aid ; and, 
since the province is yet in its iniancy, and not 
able, as yet, properly to help itself, inasmach as 
the greatest number were weak and without means 
when they came hither; and they, as well as we, 
find it difficult to support their &milies and pastors ; 
we humbly ask whether we could not obtiun some 
help &om our brethren in the tuth, in other colo- 
nies. We see no other way in which we may sus- 
tain the Gospel amongst us ; aud we are in much 
fear that either we must leave our new settlement, 
with great loss to ourselves, or Uve here without 
public worship and the preaching of the GospeL 
This is our unfortunate condition. Hence, we 
send forth our heartfelt and earnest petition, to 
our Christian brethren, for help and support We 
have, accordingly, commissioned Mr. Martin Kaul- 
bach. Elder of our church in Lunebei^, to repre- 
sent onr necessity and drcumstances to all sympa- 
thising Christians, and solicit their aid, which we 
hope will be speedily extended by all who truly 
love our Saviour Jesus Christ, and are desirous for 
the advancement of Hie kingdom. Whatever may 
U* 
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be ff?fBa, to ttns end, by any well-diepoBed Chris- 
tiuiB, shtUl be thankfully rec«iTed and acknowledged 
l^ their brethren in the Ooepel : 
<*BBUiir KoHCAS OoHiNOOE, Eabist Bach Man, 



Vah Qrorhtqbii, 
Mabtut Xaitlbaoh, 

IflOHABL LbT, 
HBDiBicra BniTPLir, 
Habtih Born, 
Hbdibich Koob, 

JOHANNBB VoflLT, 

Valtin Wtlt Man, 

"We, whose names are hereanto fiabecribed, are 
fblly convinced that all above-written ia trae : we, 
therefore, hearUly commend the canse to the love 
of all BympBtbising and well-diBpoBed ChristiaQS. 



Philip HSeman, 
Pbtbb Zwioekb, 
Jacob Kosbr, 
Oaspbb Heohhan, 
Nicholas Bbinhabt, 
Philip "WiHTBE, 
Philip Heneich." 



" Malacht Saltbr, Esq., 
'WrssLiAX AiiBtr, Esq., 
John Sbcombb, V.D.Bf. 

at Chester, 
James Murdoch, 

V.D.M. atHorton, 
Aaron Portbb, 
John Pbllis, 
Hbnrt Pdroubon, Esq., 
Etwart Nicolb, 



Jos. Bibpont, Esq., 
And. 'Wailace, 
Abram Botbr, 
JoaiAH Marshall, 
Simon Gipitn, 
Philip Harnhan, 
Thomas Cochran, 
Thomas Nswell, 
Thomas M'CLimsi, 
Jos. Fairbanks, Esq." 



8oon after his retnm from New Yoik and Penn- 
sylvania, the Elder, Martin Eanlbaob, addressed a 
letter to the GlaBsia of Amsterdam, soliciting aid 
for the same object It is dated Lnnebeig, Aagnst 
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4th, 177S. Thia letter is longer than the one juet 
given, bat of the same general import He infomu 
the ClaBBis that he did not obtain mooh ^d in 
Fanns^lvania and New York, since the brethren 
there ate abo in debt, and many of them building, 
** BO thect not much coald be e^wcted &om them; 
etil}, they have contribated according to their abi- 
ii^, which hu been gratefully received." He ap- 
peals to them earnestly, " in behalf of th^r poor 
brethren in tiiis distant country, that here also our 
Reformed Church may be perpetuated, to the honor 
of Ood, and the salvation of ourselves and our 
ndgfabon." He tells them that he would have 
viutftd Holland, in person, to receive their gifts of 
love, wwe not the distance and the expense eo 
great; and tber^ore begs them to send it, by 
papers of exchange, through some merchant in 
London. 

We cannot re&ain irom quoting the cloaing para- 
graph of this letter. It is most tender and touch- 
ing, as showing their great anxiety to he provided 
with the ordinances of the Church, for themselves 
and their children. 

"N. B — ^Further, we turn to the Reverend Fa- 
thers for ctmnsel, in case it should please the Lord 
onr God to call onr minister away ; which we hope 
will not be the cas^ bnt rather we pray that he 
may live long, and continue to receive grace and 
strength from on high, still to preach God's Word, 
in its parity, among us; still, in case it should be 
detenmuei^ in the couusel of His will, soon to take 
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him home, which we cannot know, we turn to yon 
for inetractioD, where, in euch a case, we should 
apply for a minister." 

We have not been able to learn what reeponae 
was given to this appeal for help, and prayer for 
advice and iastrnction. 

To return to Mr. Comingoe. Having sought in 
vain for a minister &om the Cotos of Fennaylvania^ 
the people began earnestly to seek for the ordina- 
tiou of Mr. Comingoe. Accordingly, upwards of 
sizly families petitioned the ministers of the Scotch 
Presbyterian Church, of Kova Scotia, to ordua 
him to the holy office. After eameat considera- 
tion, their request was granted ; and the ordination 
solemnities took place in Halifax on the 3d of 
July, 1T70. The ordination sermon was preached 
by the Hev. John Secombe, of Chester. The qnes- 
tioDB were propounded by the Rev. James Murdoch, 
of Horton. The Rev. James Logan deUvered the 
charge, and the Kev. Mr. Philips gave the light 
hand of fellowship. All these were ministers of 
the Scotch Freshytetiau Church. 

This was the first sermon preached, on such an 
occasion, in Nova Scotia. It was afterwards trans- 
lated and published, in book form, and a few copies 
are etill extant.* The sermon has, for its mottoes, 

' The Benson, yiith an account of the aolennity ftppcnded, 
yiaa printed by Henry Miller, Second dtreet, Philadelphia, in 
1771. The title is: "Eine Predigt gehalten %a Hali&z den 
3ten July, 1770, an die Eochteutoch-Refonnirle Qemeine la 
LUneboTg, bey dei EinaetiiiDg des Ebiir. Herni Brain BomoM 
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the followiDg pawagefl of Soriptnre: "We find no 
evil in this man ; but if a spirit or an angel hath 
spoken to him, let as not fight against God." Acte 
sxiii. 9. " I have appeared tiDto thee for this pnr- 
posa, to make thee a witoees both of these thiogs 
which thoa haet Been, and of those things in the 
which I will appear onto thee." Acts xxvi. 16. 
'^Wonld God that all the Lord's people were pro- 
phets, and HM the Lord would put His Spirit upon 
th^u." Kambers zi. 29. 

^ These mottoes indicate," remarks Dr. Mayer, 
in a note to his transcript of the "Anfaang" of the 
aermon, " that acmples were enterttuned, by some, 
about the ordination of a man who had not been 
regnlarly educated for the ministiy ; Hr. Comingoe 
haring previously followed the profession of a 
fieherman." That this supposition is correct seems 
very plain, from the published document itself, part 
of whi^ it is neoessary here to give. We translate 
from the G^wman.* 

^Inaamadi as, at this time, a re^«flenttit30B of 
the destitute oonditioQ of the German Eeformed 
diur<^ in Lnneb^g has been made to us, an assem- 
bly of evangelical miniBtere, we have earnestly 
oonudered the same ; and, after doe investiga'tion, 
we have found l^t this congregation has, for the 

Comingoe, dnroh Hag. John Seeoombe, von CheBter. Welch* 
die etite iat, die in der Frovinz Notk Sootia bey einer solchea 
gelegenheit abgelegt wUrde. Nebst eioem Anhsjig." 

■ €ee a oopj of this, and the dooameata &treadj quoted, in 
Dr. lUjei'a MSB., vol. i. pp. 203^00. 
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space of Bixt«en years, been without a regnlar mio- 
ister, to break to them, at the proper time, the bread 
of life, and perform for them the other acts of the 
sacred office, according to the Holy Scriptures and 
the dictates of their own consciences; that they 
have made regular application to the brethren of 
the same iutb, in Philadelphia, who, however, 
could ^ve Uiem so encouragement, since they are 
Dot in a condition adequately to supply their own 
vacant places with ministers; and that they, as 
their last refuge, have £xed their eyes upon one 
among themselves, namely, Mr. Bruin. Romcaa 
Gomingoe, who is commonly known by the name 
of Brown. 

"Accordiogly, over sixty famiUes have besonght 
us to ordaiu the said Brown to the holy ministry. 
But, in order that reli^u may not saSei by such 
a procedure, we have exercised all possible caution, 
in eo importanta matter. We have made ourselves 
acquainted with his life and conversation ; and we 
have learned, from persons of undoubted veracity, 
that he is a man of excellent character and blame- 
less life. We have also inquired into his qnalifiea- 
tions for such a holy office, namely, his acqnunt- 
aooe with speculative and practical religion, and his 
fitness to eiplmn the Word, the Articles of F^th, 
etc; and we can assure this assembly, or others, 
that, in all these respects, he has rendered full 
satLsfaction to us. And, so far as our judgment in 
regard to these things has weight, his knowledge 
of the Holy Scriptures verifies the adage universally 
received among the learned : 'Bonus textoarius est 
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tonns theologofl' — one who udderetaDds the Scrip- 
tareB is a good theologian ; and soch a one oannot, 
consequently, be called a novice. 

"We have oooeidered several ohjectione T?hich 
have been made againet the ordination of this 
candidate to the holy office. 

"First, that he has had no education adequate to 
this office, and is unacqQunted with the languages. 
To this we reply, that, in this respect, we merely 
follow the example of the fieformed Churches. In 
the year 1708, the Assembly of Scotland, whose 
Minutes we have had before us, directed the min- 
isters of Skey to ordain one, in the parish Bt. Kilda, 
on account of his extraordinary g^fts, who had no 
such education as is generally required, and who 
did not understand the Latin language. From an 
extract of the proceedings of the Bociely for the 
Spread of the Gospel in Foreign Lands, in the year 
1768, mention is made of a similar thing having 
been done, in the case of the "Rev. Philip Qnaque, 
a negro, who was ordained as missionaty, catechist, 
and schoolmaster among the negroes on the gold 
coast of AiVica, whose aunnal salary ia fifty pounds 
sterling. We find, also, that, in other and earlier 
instances, the same has been done, in cases of ne- 
cessity ; which appears to be the case in Lnneberg. 
We have, moreover, here, in North America, exam- 
ples of persons who have no regular education, who 
have, nevertheless, in a regular way, been admitted 
into tiie Bpiritnal office ; and who, in the judgment 
of charity, are instrnments by which many are 
tamed to righteousness. 
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" Secondly, that this is only BostMiiing a party. 
We have aleo examined thig circttmstaDce; and find, 
OQ dae coDBideratioii, that thiB accasatdoa is false. 
These people, in their fatherland, were brought up 
in the Keformed Protestant religion ; and continae 
to adhere, as we well know, stead£wt in the same 
faith. Inasmnch as the law^vers of this province 
have wisely ordained, ' diat such persons shall enjoy 
unrestrained freedom of conscience ; have the right 
of bnilding meetiug-honseB, or honses for the pub- 
lic worship of God; and to worship in anch a 
manner as to them seems most conformable to His 
will;" we have concluded, on this accoant, and 
also for the reason mentioned in the previous para- 
graph, as well as becanse we have had before na 
the information, that different persons, who have 
always been useful citizens, have declared them- 
selves to the effect, that they will have to leave the 
province, if this privilege is not allowed them — to 
set apart the candidate to the holy office. 

"Forasmuch, then, as we have foand Mr. Co- 
mingoe qualified to become the minister of the 
charch in Luneberg, by which we have been re- 
qnested to ordain him to this office, we herewith 
announce to all present, that, if any one can show 
any cause why he should not be ordained minister 
over the said congregation, that they now make it 
known. Since, now, no objection has been made, 
we proceed without delay." 

The following questions, which were addressed 
to the persons whose names are mentioned in them, 
were all answered in the affirmative. 
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"Question. — Mr. Kaulbach and Mr. Shupley, 
do you, as Eldera of the eharch of Lnneberg, and 
in ita name, renew the call to Mr. Brain Romcas 
Comingoe ? 

"QuKSTlOK. — Do you, Mr. Bruin Bomcas Co- 
mingoe, accept the said call to become their min- 
ister ? 

" 1. Bo you believe that the Scriptures of the 
Old and New TcBtaments, and the truths therein 
contained, are the Word of Qod ? 

" 2. Bo you acknowledge, and will yoa adhere, 
to the confession of faith which you have made 
before ub; to the Heidelberg and the Assembly's 
Catechism, and the doctrines therein contuned, as 
taught in the Holy Scriptures, and in harmony 
with the same? 

" 3. Will you, by the grace of God, be true and 
zealoQS in the defence of the truths of the Gospel, 
and in promoting the unity and peace of the 
Church, against all opposition that may come in 
your way? 

" 4. Bo you, at the same time, aekaowledge the 
worship, discipline, and government of the Re- 
formed Presbyterian Churches,' as according with 
the Scriptures, and will yon continue in the same ? 

" 5. In desiring to enter upon the holy office of 
the ministry, have you been led by true love to 
God, and a desire to promote His gloiy, and not 
by a shameful desire after gain, and the hope of 
worldly advantage ? 

t The name they gaje the Qerman Reformed. 
Vol. n.— 15 
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"6. Do yoa promise to be diligent and indas- 
tiioos in prayer, reading, laeditatioQ, preaching, 
administering tlie sacraments, catechising, disci- 
pline, and in the performance of all the duties of 
a minister, towards the charch which is entrusted 
to your care ? 

" 7. Will you submit youraelf to us, yonr breth- 
ren in the Lord, and to the order of the afore- 
mentioned Beformed Churches? 

"8. Finally, do yon acknowledge his Majesly 
the Eng, Geoi;ge tiw Third, and promise loyalty 
to him in all things pertaining to law and citizen- 
ship!" 

After answering all these questions in the affir- 
mative, Mr. Comingoe was solemnly ordained to 
the holy office. He proved to be a most worthy 
and feithful minister of Jesus Christ Long life, 
and a long period of service, were granted him. 
He labored in Luneberg for a period of forty-nine 
years; when, through age and iufirmity, he was 
obliged to resign his charge. He retired from the 
active duties of the ministiy io 1S19. His labors 
were abundantly blessed ; and his memory is still 
gratefully cherished by the people in whose midst, 
and for whose spiritual good, he labored. 

It may be in place to state, in a few words, the 
history of the German Reformed church in Lune- 
berg, since the death of Mr. Comingoe.' In 1819, 

' For theee and other facta in this alcefa^h, we are indebted to 
the Key. W. W. Bowers, Lntberaa pastor in Bridgewatn', Non 
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ho was succeeded in the pastorate by the Kev. 
Adfttn Moschell, who airiTed in this coaotry, from 
GermsDy, the same year; having received a call 
from the congregaUon at Luneberg. He labored 
in that congragatum till 1837, when he retomed to 
Qenaany. 

Mr. Moschell wae a man of fine scholarship and 
gifted mind. He came in as a single man, bnt was 
married in Nova Scotia; and his wife afterwards 
went with him to Europe. A few years after 
his return to his native land, he died; after which, 
his widow came back to Nova Scotia, and is still 
living. 

"When Mr. Moschell resigned, the congregation 
applied for a minister to the Bynod in Nova Scotia, 
connected with the Established Church of Scotland. 
In answer to their petition, the Rev. William Frazer 
was sent to them. He labored in Luneberg till 
1842, when he was removed to St. Johns, New- 
foundland. Mr, Frazer was sncceeded by the Eev. 
William Du^ a licentiate of the Established Chnrch 
of Scotland. When the disruption in the Church 
of Scotland took place, in 1843, Mr. Duff and hia 
people went with the Free Church ; and they are 
now a congregation in connection with the Synod 
of the Free Church of Nova Scotia. The Eev. Mr. 
Duff still continues their pastor; and is respected 
and beloved for his solid attainments, bis ability as 
a preacher, his faithfulness as a minister, and his 
excellent deportment as a gentleman and a Chris- 
tian. 

We rejoice that these people, though in another 
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deuoiniDatioD, are bo well supplied, in a religious 
nay. May that covenaDt God to whom their fa- 
thers remained faithful, in their early history of 
povert}- and tribulation, and who was with them 
through many and sore trials, contiaoe to be equally 
precious to them, in their new relations, and in the 
days of their greater prosperity ! 
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REV. CASPER WACK. 



JoBN GBO&aB WiioZf the hiher of the Bobject of 
this sketch, was a Dative of Wittenberg, in Qer- 
manj. He arrived at Philadelphia in the antamn 
(^ 1748. It appears that he came in as s single 
man, bnt was soon after married to Elizabeth 
Schuyler. He was a man in humble drcomstaiicea, 
a shoemaker bj trade, but iadaetrions and respect- 
able. He was, at an early day, an Elder in the 
chorch on Kace street, Philadelphia. Living to 
the extreme age of ninety-foor years, he <fied at 
the houoe of his son, in German Valley, Korris 
county, New Ju'sey. Besides Casper, he bad three 
children^ one son, the Be?. John Jacob Wack, 
late of Jort Plain, in the State of Kew York; and 
two daughters, Barbara and Elizabeth. 

The oldest son, the Bev. Casper Waok, was bom 
in Philadelphia, August Idth, 1752. Aa a boy, he 
gave signs of superior talent; but his &tlier did 
not feel able to give him an eduoatioa. Dr. Wey- 
berg saw in the boy the dawn of great promise 
and hope, and requeated his ^her to permit bim 
to take charge of bis edootion. He was acoord* 
ingly placed, in the eleventh year of his sge^ in tbe 
15* 
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fiiniily, and under the private tuition, of Dr. "Wey- 
berg. With him, and under his superintendence, 
he obtained his general and theological education. 
As early as the seventeenth year of bis age, in the 
beginning of the year 1770, the congregation at 
Lancaster being then withoat a pastor, he was sent 
thither as catechist Towards the close of the 
same year, he was ^nt to officiate, in the same 
office, in the congregations of Tohicken, Indian- 
field, and Great Swamp; also preaching publicly 
for the coDgr^fations. They were eo much pleased 
with the youthful candidate, that they sent a uuani- 
moQS call, to the Cotns of 1771, for permission to 
have him aa their regular pastor, stating that they 
had been greatly edified by his preaching. "Mr. 
Wack," says the Cotus, "was accordingly examined 
in the truths of God's Word, and as to the way of 
salvation ; and, having rendered fnll satisfaction to 
the I£«verend Cotns, it was agreed and resolved 
that be should continue to catechise and preach in 
these congregations, as heretofore : his ordination, 
however, shall be deferred for the present, till the 
Beverend Fathers have been consulted in regard to 
the matter; and what they shall advise, shall here- 
after be done, in regard to Mr. Wack." 

As the file of the Cotal Hinates in onr possession 
is not full, we are not able to say precisely when he 
was ordained; no doubt, as soon as a reply from 
Holland was received. It is said that Mr. Wack 
was not only the firet young man, bom in America, 
who entered the ministry, but also the first one in- 
ducted into the holy Qffice by the authorities of the 
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GurmaiT Reformed Church in this country; though 
it was done, no doubt, by permission of tho Fa- 
there, as the American Church, at that time, impli- 
citly anhordiuated itself to the mother Church. 

Very favorable reporta had gone to Holland in 
reference to Mr. Wack, and the Fathers were led 
to take a special interest in him. Not long after 
his ordination, he received an invitation to make a 
visit to Europe, with the offer of haviug all his 
expenses paid, and a handsome donation besides. 
The incident is well authenticated ; but the purport 
of it we have not been able to unravel. Perhaps, 
cu the first young minister who had been educated, 
lieenged, and ordained in thia country, he was desired 
to visit Europe, still farther to advance hia literary 
and theological education. He was disposed to go; 
bnt relinqnisbed hia wish, in deference to the un- 
willingness of his parents and friends. 

In 1773, Cotus added to hia charge, and directed 
him to supply, the congregation of Nacomiseu. 
He also preached oecaaionally, in the way of supply, 
at Saucon, and some other churches in the counties 
of Montgomery, Bucks, and Northampton. His 
residence then was in Hilltown township, Bucks 
county, Pa., about two miles from the present Hill- 
town church. 

Not long after taking charge of these churches, 
he became united in marriage with Barbara Leidy, 
whose parents resided in Franconia township, Mont- 
gomery county, within the sphere of his extended 
parochial labors. They were of the early and re- 
spectable German settlers of that region, and of 
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tlic now i iicreaaingly nnmeroaB family of that name 
still residing id the same neighborhood. The Rev. 
Qeoi^Q Leidy, atill living, is a brother's son of the 
wife of the Hev. Casper Waek. He continned in 
this charge till 1782, when he received a call to the 
German Reformed churches of G-arman Yall^, 
Foxhil), and Eockswaj, in New Jersey. "Id 1705, 
a namber of Germaa Seformed people, reEddents 
between "Wolfeabenttel and Halheratodt, in Ger- 
many, fled to Neowied, a town of Kheniah Frnasia, 
where they r«mained some time, and then went to 
Holland; there embarked, in 1707, for New York. 
Their frail ship was carried, by reason of adverse 
winds, into the Delaware Bay. Determined, how- 
ever, to reaoh the place for which they were des> 
tined, to have a home among the Dutch, they took 
the overlaad route from Philadelphia to New York. 
On entering the fertile, charming valley in Nova 
Csesarea, New Jersey, which is drained by the 
meandering Musconetcong, the Passaic, and their 
tributaries, and having reached a goodly latid, they 
resolved to remun in what is now known as the 
German Valley of Morris county, Prom this point, 
the Germans have spread into Somerset, Bergen, 
and Essex counties."* 

Such was the origin of these G-erman Reformed 
churcbee in New Jersey, and others, to whom th% 
Kev. Casper Wack was called to minister, about 
seventy years afterwards. "This," says the Rev. 
Charl^ P. Wack, a grandson, " is indeed a charm- 
ing valley : I know of no more tranqmrting views 
* Bupp'a Thirty Thousand Names. 

ciq mod t, Google 



RBV, CASFEB WACK. 177 

than are to be bad from tbe north ; and then, 
again, miles distant, from tbe Boatbem terminus 
of Foxbilt, the latter overlooking the Muscocetcong 
Valley : tbe former bearing your vision far, far 
southward, over tbe Valley of the Karitan, thickly 
Btudded with villages, and the cburobes of the Ee- 
formation, served by our Dutch brethrea. Oa these 
scenes, the eyes of my venerated ancestor often 
feasted ; and these identical prospects my own 
spirit has often drunk in, with almost enrapturing 
delight. Among these bills, and over these vaU 
]eys, I trod, in after years, in his footsteps: how 
worthily I followed him, metaphorically, or in 
breaking the bread of life to the children of those 
whom he served, in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, is 
not for me to say ; but to tread in his footsteps, 
even in a literal sense, to enter the same old bouses 
where he so often entered, and to meet there, in 
many instances, tbe same faces, and hear tbe same 
voices, which he there met and heard so many 
years before, has always been to me, and is yet, at 
this day, a tender and interesting reminiscence." ' 

Mr. Wack declined a first call to this charge, but 
was induced to accept a second, soon after. While 
settled here, be resided iu "the Valley," which was 
tbe principal one of the churches. His residence 
was four miles from the church, on his own pro- 
perty. His labors were by no means confined to 
tbe three congregations enumerated, but extended 

' For other facts in this sketcb, wc are indebted to the same 
■onrce. We have, in some parts, also used nearlj the same 
IkDgaage in nhiob the facts were oommunicatod. 
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to QUmerouB other and distant points to which the 
Geman settlers ezteaded. At many, if not all 
these points, flourishing chnrebes now exist, under 
the jurisdiction of other denominations. The 
church in " the Valley," after Ida removal, became 
Preehytcrian, and has so remained tiU this day; 
^ougb, at the time of leaving it, he stipulated with 
the congregation to the effect that they were to 
retiun their original eccleaiaaticai connection, in the 
prospect of being supplied, by the German Re> 
formed Synod, with a man who conld preach to 
them in the English language. The eanae stipula- 
tion was made in relation to the Foxhill church, 
four miles distant, which is also now Presbyterian ; 
and, as well as "the Valley" itself, supports a pas- 
tor. The church at Kockaway, next in importance 
to "the Valley," is now known as the Beformed 
Butch church of Lebanon. This ia ten miles west 
of "the Valley" church, and six from the place 
where his residence was. Besides these, his regu- 
lar churches, he preached statedly and frequently 
at Newton, the county-town of Sussex county, then 
known as Sussex courtrhouse, in the extreme north- 
em part of the State. Here there is now a flourish- 
ing Presbyterian church, the basis of which is 
Gorman. 

At Stillwater, there existed a Bubetantial stone 
church, such as our forefathers used to build, with 
very extensive and beautiful burial-grounds, sur- 
rounded by a massive, capped stone-wall. The 
remains of both still exist ; whilst the congrega- 
tion, now Presbyterian, occupy a modern wooden 
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edifice, io tbe immediate vicioity. Here Mr. Wack 
preached frequently. It muBt have been a large 
coogregstion. The remaina of tbe original pro- 
per^ may etill be legally the property of tbe G«r- 
man Befonned Church, as ie tbe case with the old 
chnrch edi£ce and grounds in the German Valley; 
in which instance, when, a few years ago, a new 
church was erected, there was found on* indindual 
who — irom what motlTe, we cannot say ; pei^aps 
from love of the charch of bis fathers, perhaps 
from reverence to the old and sacred — saccesafully 
resisted the apprt^mtion of a single stone, or 
brick, or inch of ground, to tbe new edi£ce. There 
remains the venerable pile, in all its ancient, soli- 
tary grandeur; while Time is doing bis peculiar 
work, as "the adorner of the ruin." 

At Enollton, in Warreo county, he had some- 
thing of a more regular station or i»«aching plaee. 
*'I have heard my father say," writes the Eev. 
Chftrlea P. Wack, " that it was there he pr^ched 
bis first sermon ; and that he, uid others of bis 
father's students, were scmietimes sent to offi(»ate 
at that place." 

Tbe Gerisoan 6«foFmdd and Lntiifirans were 
nomerous, at tJsat day, in all that part of New 
Jers^; as their descendants, now merged into 
oHxet denominations, still are, at this day. STqr 
were they "unknowing or unknown," as it respects 
their brethren in Pennsylvania. " I heard, only a 
few yeftrs ago," adds Mr. Wack, "<^ a document 
containing A list of names from among them, as 
contributors to the ereotaon of the old Wentz 
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elhiirch, lately replaced by a modern structure. It 
was among the GermauH of Sussex, the extreme 
northern county of the State, that the late Be7. 
Father Herman obtained his helpmate for life, 
wboae family name and conBectioos still survive 
Id that region." 

At that early day, the German Eeformed in New 
Jersey were too numerous to be supplied with the 
means of gr^ce, as they ought to have been, and 
aa they desired to be, by their own Church. Their 
numbers were wholly out of proportion to the 
nnmber of ministers of their own faith. 

Mr. Wack'fi labors in the German Volley extended 
through the long space of twenty-seven years, and 
embraced the prime period of his life. It was here 
that his character developed itself, iu its distinctive 
traits, end he became mentally and spiritually what 
he was. In stature, Mr. Wack was below the ordi- 
nary measurement ; but his conformation was broad, 
compact, and flexible. His physical elasticity and 
power of endurance were extraordinary. His acti- 
vity, especially considering that he was rather cor- 
pulent, is better described by the word agility. His 
health was nneurpaased ; once, and once only, in all 
his long life, was ho seriouely ill ; and then as the 
result of an accident, and not of disease. His long 
and continual travels were performed on horseback; 
this mode he preferred, and, when alone, practised 
to the age of eighty years. 

Having a numerous family, and not realizing an 
adequate income from his people, he rendered hini' 
self independent by his personal industry and eu- 
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terprise ; and, in a few years, secured to himself a 
valuable property, now in possession of bis son 
William, who reeides on it, and is an Elder in the 
chorch in which his father preached so many 
years. 

His theological knowledge was thoroagh ; hot he 
had no taste for specnlative queatjons in theology. 
Both in the pnlpit and in conversation, he loved to 
dwell on the plain, practical, and well-nnderetood 
doctrines of grace. His library consisted mostly 
of Latin, German, and Batch anthors of the Ke- 
formed Church. With these he vrae remarkably 
fiimiliar, hat more so with the Holy Scriptnres. 
Be had chapter and verse, on all occasions, ready - 
for proof of every point which he presented. Ho 
was settled in his fwth, and coald always say: *'I 
know in whom I have believed !" His facility in 
quoting Scriptnre was extraordinary. His memory, 
in this respect, and, indeed, in all others, was tena- 
cioas in an eminent degree. Facts and dates 
seldom escaped him. 

Mr. Wack was an humble man, and pretended 
not to meddle with things too high for him ; hnt^ 
in matters relating to his profession, he was an 
antagonist not to be coveted. His perceptions 
were qnick, and his tongue prompt to utter the 
tepartee which his mind snggested. Some anec- 
dotes illustrate this. A Universaliet preacher once 
annoying him, fi)r some time, with his balderdash, 
at length remarked: "Onr doctrine ia old; it was 
preached in Paradise." But, before he coald finish 
his Argament, and quote the protrf" to Which he 
Vol. n.— 16 
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alluded : " The seed of the woman shall bruise tbe 
serpent's bead" — quick as thought came the reply 
from the opposite side: "Yes, it ia old; it taag 
preached in Paradise ; and the Devil was tbe £rat 
preacher of it, and bis text was : ' Tboa shalt not 
Borelj die !' " 

On another occasion, a preacher of tbe same 
dogma, but of tbe limited punishment or restora* 
tion class, became officions in orging bis &vorite 
one idea, that, ofler suffering a definite lime, tbe 
wicked should all be released. "If that be so," 
abruptly retorted Mr, Wack, "I don't see what 
you have to do here, where I am doing all in my 
power to prevent people from goir^to hell: your 
proper miasiou is in bell itself preaching the Gos- 
pel of prospective deliverance to those who are in 
torment." 

To a minister who complmned of being perse- 
cuted, in tbe place where he was preaching, he 
stud, in his usual quick but significant manner: 
" Then why don't you follow your Master's advice : 
* If , they persecute yon in one city, flee ye into 
another' ?" 

In conversation, be was exceedingly animated, 
and always edifying. A pecnliaiily in style tended 
to render him entertaining, in a high d^ree. His 
style was sententious and interrogative. When re- 
lating an event, or describing the operations of bis 
own mind, or that of others, he would invariably 
express himself in tbe form of a dialogue, or by 
way of question and answer, and always make use 
of the first and second, instead of the Uiird person. 
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Ho would place some imaginKry speaker in the 
position of the first person, himself aseaming the 
second, or the reverse; and thus the subject would 
proceed, the event would be described, or the ques- 
tion discuBBed, Hie use of the present tense, too, 
on Buch occasiouB, would present the matter as 
passing at the moment before your eyes, and im- 
part a dramatic charm to his conversation, which 
only they who ever heard him can conceive. 

In action, he was resolute, energetic, and perse- 
vering; as his success in life, and in his profession, 
abundantly demoustrates. His numerous family 
of children and domestics, he ruled with uniform 
kindness and decision. With the exception of one 
daughter, who died in early youth, bis eight chil- 
dren were all sons. This large family were all 
nearly reared to manhood during bis residence in 
"the Valley." As a father, then; as a preacher 
and pastor ; as a business man ; and as a neighbor 
and friend, bis character was fully matured during 
this period; and, in all those relations, he lived 
respected and beloved by those who knew him. 

HaviDg thus devoted the prime of bis days to his 
extensive ministrations in Jersey, he was, at a still 
vigorous age, called to the less laborious charge of 
the church at Qermantown, Pa. The necessity, in 
the German Reformed Church, for services in the 
English language,, bad hardly, as yet, begun to 
manifest itself. "We are not aware that it bad yet 
been introduced, in a single instance. In Phila- 
delphia itself, it did not occur till 1818. In his 
Jersey churches, he had already fonnd it expedieut 
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to make use of the Eaglieb language, to some ex- 
tent; and fae begaa also to preach English in G«iv 
inSDtown, soon after be took charge. He ia eaici, 
accordingly, to have been the firet Qerman Kefonaed 
minister who preached in EngUsh, in this conntiy. 

It is said that ha studied English with great dili- 
gCDce ; and, though his pronanoiatioa was necessa- 
rily defective, yet he attained to an acoarate know- 
ledge of the language. A German by birth, by 
edacation, and in all hie habits of thonght and 
ieeling, he, nevertheless, seldom, if erer, dishonored 
the grammar of his adopted tongue. He took great 
pains to be accurate. In some of his sermons, stiU 
extant, the proper prODnnciatton, accent, and em- 
phasis of more difficult words are designated, in 
the manascript, as bis dictionary had directed tiiem 
to be placed. 

At Germaotown, in conneotion with the Wbtte- 
manh church, he labored twelve years — the English 
language being, all the while, in the ascendant. It 
has, long since, entirely superseded or supplanted 
the (German. 

Advancing age now began to demand gradual 
relaxation of labor- Beeigning, therefore, the Ger- 
mantown church, he confined his ministrations, for 
a year or two, to the Whitemarsh people, residing 
in their midst. 

At the solicitation of his son, the Rev. George 
Wack, he was induced to remove into his imme- 
diate vicinity, at Whitpain, where he was comfort- 
ably accommodated, for several years ; but he was 
not yet content to live without labor. It was at 
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this period that be undertook, and tor several years 
continued, to aapply the churches in Fikelaad, 
Chester county, aucteen miles distant. To these 
distant appointments, heing now nearly eighty years 
of age, he still sometimes travelled, on boiBeback 
and alone. 

When the infirmities of age prevented him from 
preaching regularly at Pikoland, be would occar 
sionally preach for his brethren. Saeh was his 
fondness for preaching, that he still seemed anxious 
to labor in this calling, when he had scarcely 
strength enough to walk £fty paces alone, and bis 
memory so feeble that be would lose bis train of 
thought in the attempt. The last four or five years 
of his life, he resided with his eon, Br. Philip Waok, 
at the Trappe. *' Here," says the Rev. Mr. Onldin, 
" he was ever anxious to take my place, in my ab- 
sence, and even to preach between the regnlar 
appointments ; until we felt it a duty to persuade 
bim not to attempt public duty any longer. So 
much was his heart in the house of God, that he 
would not tail to be there, even when he had to be 
led the few steps from bis house to the church. 
"When it was impossible for him to be present ia 
the bouse of God, he seemed to feel the loss of this 
privilege most deeply. When he could no longer 
enjoy the comforts of the public assemblies, be 
would not teel satisfied if I did not visit him every 
few weeks. I could not see him too often. Her^ 
in my veiy frequent visits to him, within the last 
three or four years, I got to know bim better than 
ever I had known him .before. I never entered his 
16* 
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HMirn without finding him in some devotional exer^ 
ciee. The chief theme of hia thoaghta and conver- 
■atioQ was the goodness and love of God to him. 
Bach hnmili^, tneekneis, and gratitode to Ood, I 
have hardly ever witnessed, in any case. I can 
safely say, that I have heard him repeat, more than 
fifty times, with tears of humble gratitode, one of 
the first characteristios of God's children, the words : • 
' I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, 
and of all the truth, which Thou hast showed xtnto 
Thy servant' In recounting the many fiivors of 
God bestowed on him during his long pilgrimage, 
and in his ministiy, and especially in the prospect 
of hia fall redemption, in Jesus Christ, in hia ap- 
proaching death, he would seem quite overwhelmed. 
Kot a drink of cold water did he seem to take from 
the bands of those who waited on him, without 
blessing God for it. Kot a cloud seemed to be 
over his mind, as he approaohed still nearer his 
dissolution. This calmness and serenity was not 
Btupidity, nor insensibility to his condition. It was 
the consciousness of peace with Qod, the assurance 
of his adoption into the femily of God. During 
the four or five years of my nearer acquaintance 
with him, the almost exelnsive theme of hia mind 
and conversation waa Chriat and Him crucified. 
He found Christ his comfort and support in death. 
In the waters of Jordan, He did not sufier him to 
sink : ' he made the waters to stand to his right 
and to his left, as a wall, and led him through 
dry-shod.' When his bodily strength was so far 
gone that he knew not those around him, until 
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told, and scarcely toeii, it was discovered thnt, iid- 
leea qnite asleep, he waa engaged in prayer; tliat 
all bis nuBd was on Christ. In thia etate, the last 
words which he was beard to utter, and which were 
understood by one of the &mi]y, were: 'Jesus 
Christ' How near is thia to the case of Bishop 
Bereridge ; who knew uo mora his nearest friends, 
no, not even his wife, who yet, when, at the same 
time, he waa asked whether he knew Christ, ex- 
clwmed : ' Jesns Christ I yea, I have known Him 
these forty years !' In his several last days, he had . 
his eyes almost constantly fixed upon one part of 
the room, and would often stretch forth hia hands 
that way. Did not the soul, now almost free from 
the body, in a state next to death, have visions of 
the heavenly world, bnt which the almost dead 
body would no more utter ? la it impossible that 
he should have seen angels, waiting for tbe moment 
when tbe eoul should be set free from tbe body ? 

"Is it not the case with all God's aaiDtsi, now, 
that, like Stephen, when just dying, they see the 
heavens open; and, full of heavenly bliss, their 
couDtenanees radiate, though it be nnseen by mor- 
tals, like an angel's oonntenance? In Stephen's 
case, we have a revelation of what he saw and felt ; 
in present cases, most persons, when just dying, 
cannot utter their experience. Was Stephen's case 
an exception, or is that of all tbe stunts, who die in 
Christ, much like hie ? I believe the latter. Oh [ 
that we mi^ all die the death of the righteous !" 

Mr. Waek died on the 19th of July, 18S9, lack- 
ing twenty-seven days of eighty-seven years. On 
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tliu iiccii^iun of hie funeral, a great multitade of 
people collected. Hie body was conveyed into the 
Informed church, at the Trappe, where Baveral 
ftddreeaes were delivered : first, one in the German 
language, by the Uev. H. S. Baesler, from Lake ii. 
29, 30, 31, 32. Mr. Guldin followed, in offering 
some further remarks, in English, from the same 
words. From the church bis remains were con- 
veyed to what is known as " Leidy'a grave-yard," 
at Indiaufield, in Montgomery connty, where Mr. 
Quldin preached his funeral sermon, from Gen. 
xxxii. 10. His ao frequently repeating this passage, 
in a sense of his unworthinesa, when be wonid re- 
count the instances of the goodness of God, in hia 
long life, in his family, in his miolBtry, in view of 
bis own salvation, induced him to preach from that 
text. The Rev. Mr, Strasberger officiated at the 
grave, and the Rev. Henry Gerhart offered up one 
of the prayers, in the cbarch near the grave-yard. 
His aged widow, in ber eighty-fourth year, went 
along to the grave, and bore ber affliction in Chris- 
tian fortitude. 

Mr. "Wack was a warm patriot, daring tUe Bevo- 
lutionary struggle; and "bis heart was with bis 
native laud." Whilst he resided in Bucks county, 
during the war, he wab permitted, on aeconnt of his 
office, and the general respect in which he was 
held, to pass the watch at pleasure, in the prose- 
cution of bis official husinesB. In this way, the 
British became acquainted with the extraordinarily 
£ne horse which he was accustomed to ride. Some 
soldiers, of evil eye, perhaps to accommodate their 
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mastere, stole il. He obtained permiasion to go ia 
pursuit of it ; but not succeeding, for some time, in 
getting any trace of it, he beard, at lengtb, tbat 
tbe Americans bad taken tbe bone, among otber 
spoilB, from tba Brttisb ; after wbicb, he imme- 
diately tQmed back, and made no iiirther ioqaiiy 
in regard to the borse, but willingly left it in pos- 
eetaion of tboee wbo were Btmggling for the free- 
dom of their country and bis. A beautifal evidence 
t]£ bis patriotism ! 

Another somewhat pleasant anecdote, relating to 
the same period, is preeerved. Thongfa, as we have 
seen, he preached English flaently, later, be knew 
little of tbat language in the earlier part of bis 
ministry. 8till, on one occasion, during the war, 
ha was induced to preach English, near tbe Ame> 
rican camp. An officer, wbo understood no Ger- 
man, and sappoeing tbe service to be, as usual, in 
that language, nevertheless went to chnrcb. After 
service, tbe officer expressed himself, in the way of 
agreeable snTprise, to a friend, saying tbat be had 
nnderatood nearly all of the sermon, and declared 
his intention of attending German service regn- 
larly, in future. His friend then informed him 
that Mr, Wack bad not preached Oennan, bat 
Huglisb, tbat day] 

It is proper to add a &w words in regard to the 
general religious character of the Bev. Mr. Wack. 
He was a true roan, and an ardent lover of tbe 
truth. What he conceived to be essential troAh, 
he WAS QQwiUing to relinquish or to modify. He 
ma diqpfwed g^ways to make more accoast of £udi 
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than of doctrine. He believed that sinners might 
be "taoght of God," bo as to obtain an interest in 
the saving merits of his Son ; whilst theoretically 
to know all doctrine, and be without &itfa, was for 
them certain perdition. His sennons, like his con- 
versation, were always practical and experimental. 
He believed religion to be a matter of the heart, 
mainly. In his private interconrse, his speech was 
"with grace seasoned with salt." Wherever he 
was seen or heard, there Christ was seen and heard. 
He was mild, amiable, and winning, in setting forth 
a Saviour's claims. Never obtrusive or abrupt, in 
bis introduction of the "one thing needful," yet, 
"ere you were aware," the soul of the believer, in 
his presence, " became as the chariot of Aminadab ;" 
and the sinner's ears began to tingle with sounds 
of the wrath to come. 

An anecdote or two about him, in this respect^ is 
here in place. In the primitive times, when he was 
settled in New Jersey, almost the only mode of 
travel was on horseback. Stopping once at a cer- 
tain place, he met with a young man, who, already 
much fatigued with walking, was anxious to get on 
some miles further. "You are very welcome," said 
he to the youth, "to a seat behind me, on my 
horse." The offer was accepted. The young man, 
moreover, was "no better than he should have 
been." Thus they went, both of them together; 
bat the conversatioa soon became very much one- 
sided, and passed, on the part of the minister, into 
a regular, serious, and lengthened admonition on 
the subject of the young man's vices. Afterwards, 
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meeting his friends, who were present when he took 
his seat hehind Mr. Wack, the yonng man assured 
them, emphatically: "I shall never ride behind 
him again." 

"While living at Germantovrn," says the Kev. 
Charles P. Waefc, " I was an inmate of his family, 
and wonld sometimes he taken with bim to his ap- 
pointment at 'Whitemarsh. I remember that, on 
the way, he would sometimes fearlessly draw up 
opposite a tavern, where a company of Sabbath- 
breakers were occupied in pitching quoits or pen- 
nies. He would solemnly remonstrate against 
their wickedness, and warn them of a retribution 
according to their works; and then drive on. It 
was not long before he broke up the practice." 

Mr. Waek was eminently a man of prayer. "Well, 
if all our ministers and people are, in this thing, 
fully conformed to the spirit of the "Fathers" and 
tbeir ways ! 

He was much given to secret prayer. "If the 
writer," says^one of his grandsons, in a letter to 
the author, "can trace his earliest and most abiding 
religious impressions to any particular sonrce, it ia 
to those 'wrestlings with the angel of the covenant' 
of which he was the witness during all the hours 
of many a long night, and, literally, till the 'break- 
ing of the day,' when it was bis fortune occasionally 
to be the partner of his bed. Unconsciously, and 
in his sleep even, these ejaculations and breathings 
of a praying spirit would escape him. I say to 
myself still, when I think of those seasons: *What 
endearment of feeling! what a loving and confiding 



dt, Google 



192 Fathers of thr buobhkd ohuhch. 

spirit : what implicit reliance od the blood of Christ 
for his acceptance with God, those sighs and prayers, 
ia the uight-watchea, breathed forth UDceasingly; 
aad now, I doubt not, be ia where he breathes forth 
the language o£ praise to the Lamb that ^ta eltun 
for bim, aud the cleanuDg and sAving power of 
whose blood was his oooataDt and his prayerfol 
theme. May I but meet him where he is !' " 

Mr. "Wack'g grave is neatly walled with briek, a 
few inches above ground, and then covered by a 
large horizontal marble slab; while another slab 
Tests above this, upon six square marble pillars, on 
which is engraved : 

To the MeiDOiT of 

Eav. Caspar Wack, 

who departed fli'iB life tba I9th of July, a. d. 1839, 

Aged 87 jMW." 
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Me, "Wetmer was a native of Germany. The 
hiatoi7 of bis younger life is lost. He came to this 
country at an early day. We find -him first in 
1770 ; at which time he was a regular member of 
Cotus, and pastor of congregations in East Penn- 
sylvania, namely, Heidelbei^, Lyntown, Albany, 
Greenwich, and Lowhill. In 1771, when he had 
lefb that region, and the Bev. Mr. Steiner succeeded' 
him, the several congregations are again enume- 
rated, " as formerly served by Mr, Weymer," thus: 
"Organ church, Jacob's church, RosenUialer church, 
and Dunkel's chnrch." Perhaps these, or some of 
them, are the same, under different names. 

In the Cotal Minutes of 1770, it is stated that Mr. 
"Weyraer bad been called to Connogocheague, which 
is described as "lying in Maryland, about eighty 
miles from Baltimore." There had previously been 
various strifes in that region. The Synod appointed 
the Revds. Gross and Gobrecht, who were also on 
the way to settle difficulties between the Bevds. 
Faber and Swope, and their congregation, near 
Baltimore, and, at the same time, to proceed to 
thia place, with a view of restoring order and 
peace ; after which, if they succeeded, Mr. Weymer 
Vol. n.— 17 
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had engaged to accept the call. This thoy did, in 
September, 1770. "The country," they say, "is 
popnloQB, and the sects are very active there." 
Their mission was saccessfal; and, in a letter 
wiitten in December of the same year, mention is 
made that Mr. Weymer had ahready gone to Cod- 
Dogocheagne, and vas to recuve there a salary of 
jC70 per snnnm. His reudence was at Hagerstown, 
then called Elizabethtown,. Maryland. 

It would seem that Hr. Weymer had something 
«f a missionary spirit. The Cotal Minutes of 1771 
refer to the fiict that he, as also Mr. Henop, of 
Frederick, made occasional visits to forsaken con- 
gregations in Virginia. These are put down as 
"Luis BteSenstadt, Btanfi*erstadt, Miillerstadt, Win- 
cheeteratadt," and the congregatioa "beym Roeder." 
These congregations appeared before Cotas,throDgh 
petitions, in this as well as the following year, re- 
presenting their deetituttons, and entreating for 
help, in a most touching manner. Eat, owing to 
the scarcity of ministers, Cotus conld promise them 
nothing but sympathy and occasional supplies. 

Mr. Weymer collected and organized the congre- 
gation in Chamhersbui^, about the year 1784 or 
1785, and served it a short time. He also preached, 
besides this, in Pennsylvania, at Grindstone Hill 
charch, and at Oreeacaatle. It is thought that he 
was the first regular Qerman Reformed minister in 
each of these places. A few years after he came 
to Hagerstown, the congregation began to build 
the stone church, which is still standing. The 
comer-stone was laid in 1774. 
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"Mr. John Sehaeffer," eaja the Rev. Mr. Giety, 
the present pastor at Hageretown, " is the only maa 
living, in aU this region, who was a catechamen of 
Mr. Wejmer. I saw hioi jnst a day or two before 
I received your letter, and learned £rom him the 
following &ct8: 

" Hr. Weymer was a good man, an excellent 
preacher, plain and practical, beloved by every 
pereon, both in ' and ont of his own oongregatioo. 
In cate<d)etic8l class, he was exceedingly happy. 
He would require catecbamens to commit the an- 
swers; and, when together with them, he wonld 
walk up and down the aisle, iu front of the pulpit, 
explaining them. Mr. Schaeffer, who is now (1856) 
a man ninety-tliree years of age, speaks of him in 
the highest terms. When Mr. Weymer came to 
Hagerstown, there were only between thirty and 
forty members there. 

"He preached also in Apple's church, Frederick 
county, Md. ; St. Paul's, near Clear-spring ; Bturd's 
church, near Gavetown; Besore's, near 'Waynes- 
boro' ; apd, most likely, other places, even farther 
olf. I have heard, indeed, that he used to preach 
in Shepherdetown : of that, however, there is no 
record. He also vent, once a year, on a visit to 
the churches in Huntingdon county, Penna. He 
was, in labors, most abundant. 

"At the consecration of the charch in Hagers- 
town, the Rev. Mr. Hendel was present, who then 
resided at Tulpehocken." 

The Cotal Minutes of the meeting held June 7th 
and 8th, 1780, make mention of the death of Mr. 
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"Wey mer, who, " a short time previooB, had finished 
his earthly conrse, and entered into his blessed 
rest" It is also mentioned that "he left a widow, 
bat no children, behind him." 

The present pastor at Hagerstowa writes farther : 
*' Mr. Weymer lies entombed in oar grave-yard, uo 
one knows where, without a stone to mark his 
reeting-place, or speak his name and pnuse to 
future times ! But he still lives in the memory of 
a few aged persons, the remnant of a past genera- 
tion. 

" 'Sio transit gloiia mandil' 

"He was the first regular pastor of the German 
Reformed church in Hagerstown ; and sorry am I 
that this congregation has not long since reared a 
monament to his memory." 

Bight sorry also are we to record this unlovely 
fact. Glad are we, however, to have lately heard 
that a better spirit is coming over the good people 
of Hagerstown; and, after the tide of forgetfulness 
has swept over the grave of their first pastor for 
sixty-seven years, his memory is now to be honored 
by a memorial. By which noble purpose they not 
only do credit to themselves, but also escape a 
gentle lecture, which had otherwise been here 
recorded. 
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he was received and ordained to the miniaterial 
office, on the 8th of Jane, 1756. 

On the 11th day of July, 1767, he received a call 
as chaplain to the Swiss regiment, then under Col. 
Meyer, iu the KoyaJ Sardinian service; which office 
he continued to fill antil the latter part of Sep* 
temher, 1766 — a period of nine years and two 
montha. 

Having now asked for and obtained his dismis- 
sion, he was, from this time forth, vicar to a sickly 
minister, as well as instructor of several young 
persons, in the languages and sciences, until the 
beginning of the year 1770. 

Inasmuch as, about this time, his desire to go to 
America, which he had already felt in hia younger 
years, woke up anew, he resolved to undertake, in 
the spring of 1770, a journey to Holland and 
England. On the 23d of August, the same year, 
the deputies of the Synods of South and North 
Holland, at the Hague, received him as a Iteformed 
minister for Pennsylvania. 

After a long and extremely tedious sea voyage, 
he reached the port of New York in the latter part 
of January, 1771; and, soon after, Philadelphia, 
where several ministers, assembled for this purpose, 
received him, and directed him to the congrega- 
tions of AlJentown, Jordan, Scblosser's church, 
and Egypt, in Lehigh county, Pa. In these con- 
gregations he successfully labored, as minister, 
from the 17th of February, 1771, until the 17th of 
May, 1801 — a period of thirty years and three 
mouths. Necessitated, finally, by old age and a 
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dimiaiition of strength, to abandon the active duties 
of the ministry, he resigned his congregations. 

In the second year of his residence in this coan- 
try, namely, on the 25th of Febmary, 1772, he 
entered into matrimony with Susanna Maria Frary, 
with whom he^ begat fonr children — two sons and 
two daughters; all of whom sarvived him. He 
lived to see twenty-nine grandchildren; of whom 
twenty-one were still living when he died, eight 
having preceded him to the eternal world. Hia 
descendantB are still numerous and respectable, 
,many of them residing in Lehigh county, Pa. He 
died, full of years, and weary of life, on the 23d 
of April, 1822, aged 85 years, 8 months, and 29 
days. He is buried in the churchyard of the Egypt 
congregation, where a suitable stone marks his 
grave. During his ministiy he baptized 2517 
children, and introduced into full communion with 
the Church, by confirmation, 1137. 

" Soon after he entered his charge," says the Eev. 
Mr. Dubbs, the present pastor, "he purchased seve- 
' ral hundred acres of land, upon which he made his 
home. He was a worthy man, and a good preacher. 
The congregations grew, under his care ; and, after 
he had been compelled, by the infirmities of age, to 
lay aside the regular duties of his charge, he was 
still a regular attendant upon the public worship in 
his neighborhood. In the Jordan congregation, 
near which he resided, and where he regularly 
attended church, there are yet two chairs standing 
in the altar, which he purchased and placed there, 
one for the pastor and the other for himself." 
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The Ootal Minates famish abandant evidence of 
his acting Mid aaefdlDees, aa a member of that 
body, upon whose tneetingB he was a regalar at- 
tendant; as well as many direct and in(»dental tes- 
timonies of his BQperior natural abilities, ezteouve 
and solid learning, and commanding inflnence. He 
seems to have been highly respected by the minis' 
ten ; and enjoyed, in a laige degree, the confideace 
of the Church. 
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if, in fatnre, he showed himself worthy, and the 
Fathers in Holland approved, he should be or- 
dained, and permanently received into the holy 
office. 

In 1774, he received a call from "the congrega- 
tions OB the lifAn^i;" which, however after matare 
coneideration of the drcametances of those congre- 
gations, Cotas did not, at that time, grant him 
permissioa to accept. The following year, these 
congregations renewed their call to Mr. Steiner; 
and their petition came again before Ciitas. He 
was now allowed to aocept; but Cotns directed 
that he should only enter upon his new field of 
labor "in the coming aatnmn." 

Mr. Steiner aerred tfajjs charge op to the time of 
bis death, which occurred in 1782. In the Cotal 
Minatee of that year, we find the following notice : 
" The ooDgr^^tions, Allentown, Moortown, and 
Lehigh, have informed Bynod, with sorrowfal 
hearts, of the deatb of their beloved pastor, the 
Bev, Mr. Steiner, and have made application tor 
another saitable minister." 

He is, no doabt, buried in Alleatown. He is 
Bfud to have been, an amiable and worthy man. 
Tradition speaks with affection and gratitude of 
bJB services in the field where be labwed longest 
and last, Asd wbere his early reittoval by death 
was ^ncerely lamented. 
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greater progress ; go that we may well be satisfied 
with him." 

Previons to this, he had already preached some 
at Amwell, in New Jersey ; and they were so much 
pleased with him, and edified by bis services there, 
that they made application to Cotns to have him 
Bent to thera aa their pastor. Mr. levelling was 
allowed to serve them, for the present, with preach- 
ing and catechization ; with the understanding, that 
if he shows himself farther worthy, in doctrine and 
life, and no complaints shotild come in against him, 
he shall be ord^ned, wbeu the approbation of the 
Fathers shall have been obtained. He was after- 
wards regularly ordained. 

In 1T76, after the resignation of the Eev, Mr. 
Helfenstein, the congregation at Germantown de- 
sired Cotus to grant them Mr. Nevelling as their 
pastor; but, as he was not present in Cotus when 
the matter came up, they did not decide upon the 
request. It appears, however, that hia location 
there was not subsequently effected. He remained 
in New Jersey till about the close of the war, 1782, 
or the beginning of 1783. 

Daring the Revolutionary struggle, Mr. levelling 
showed himself a true patriot. Being then in the 
prime of hfe, be entered into the exciting contest 
with all the ardor of youth, and with a self-sacri- 
ficing spirit of which it is believed few more noble 
examples can be cited. Ho was in possession of a 
handsome estate ; and, in order to afford relief in 
the pecuniary embarrassments of the Continental 
Congress, he reduced all his property into cash, 
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Mid loaned the proceeds, amonntiDg to £5000 or 
$25,000 ; for which he took the certificate of Con- 
gress, as his only Becafify. He then joined the 
army, in the capacity of a chaplain ; preached to 
the battalions, in the sacred canae of freedom; and 
was held in the highest esteem by our great Wash- 
ington. As an evidence of the important inflneoce 
which he ezwted, it may be mentioned that the 
British Government offered a large reward for his 
apprehension ; and that Washington, on one occa- 
sion, placed a troop of horse at hia disposal, to 
insure his protection against those who soaght hia 
life. 

By some means or other, Mr. Nevelling was de- 
frauded of his certificate, which fell into other 
bands, 80 that he lost the whole of it! He was 
ever afterwards poor; yet the Lord always raised 
up those who be&iended him. 

After the close of the war of independence, he 
took charge of the congregation in Beading, where 
he was bat a short time, when he met with a most 
singular misfortane. On one occasion, about the 
year 1783, whilst riding on horseback, Q^rman-Iike, 
with his long pipe in his month, his beast stumbled 
and fell, and the stem of his pipe inflicted a severe 
wound in his throat, which seriously and perma- 
nently affected his speech. Being now unable to 
preach, and having a lai^e family, and all hia 
patrimony gone, he was overtaken with real dis- 
tress, in the shape of stem poverty. Cotus, in the 
Minutes of 1787, refers to hia misfortune and needy 
circnmstaoces, and very tenderly commends him to 
Vol. H. — 18 
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the chant}' of the Fathers in Holland. Many of 
the American cbnrcbes also kindly contributed to 
his support, in earlier times. 

It ia said that he was a man of noble pereon&L 
appearance, commanding pulpit talents, and was 
generally esteemed a popular preacher, in hie time. 
For the last sixty years of his life, be was a para- 
lytic ; and, for more than forty years, be was en- 
tirely helpless. His actiye ministry was compara- 
tively short, commencing in his twentieth, and 
closing in his thirty-third year; when he was over- 
taken with that affliction, already referred to, which 
called him rather to »uffer than to do Ood's will, 
and at length ended his long, active, and eventful 
life. 

He continued to bold the office of the ministiy 
during this long period of suffering, desiring still 
to be an ambassador, though in bonds. He at- 
tempted to preach, on several occasions, after his 
affliction with paralyds; but was constrained to 
desist, in cooseqaence of bis imperfect ennnciation. 
It must have been a great privation to him, to de- 
sist from the work which possessed his heart ; but 
be bore all his afflictions with lamb-like patience. 
"His Bible," says one of his grandchildren, "was 
his constant companion, till his eye-sight &iled 
him." Even when his eye-sigbt had failed, he lay 
quietly in his chamber; always happy, never fret- 
ful, submitting to this privation, added to all the 
rest, with all the placid submission of a child that 
is weaned. Many a man, who has "lived a hero 
and died a martyr," would have ehnink in the 
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ordeal through which this worthy Father passed. 
Bat there is an end to sufiering and sorrow, 
thoQgfa, as in his case, it tarry long. 

He lired in Philadelphia in his last years ; where 
also he died, in peace, on Friday, Jan. 18tb, 1844, 
having lived to the extraordinary age of ninety-four 
years. Three of his children eurrived him. Bis 
wife was a Steinmetz. His remains rest in a vaalt 
by the ude of th^ Race street church, in Philadel- 
phia. His sufferings have ended; and his reward 
is no doubt great, in that happy world which he 
has at length reached, through much tribulation. 
Ab we eometimeg sea the Bun, hidden by a long 
cloudy day, burst forth in glory in its setting, so 
the patient, sufiering saint, though his life has been 
dark, by reason of sorrow, emerges at its close into 
the glorious light and joy, which indicate at once 
the end of his wo and the beginning of his bliss. 

"The Lord can clear tlie darkest skies, 
Can give ns daj for night, 
Make drops of aacred Honow riw 
To liTera of delight." 
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REV. JOHN WILLIAM WEBER. 



John Welluu Wibbr was bom in the province 
of Wittgenstein, Gwmany, on the 5th day of 
Maich, 1786. From a certiiicate given him by the 
pastor of the oharch in his native place, and dated 
April 28d, 1764, it appears that he was a school- 
teacher, lin hia fatherland ; and, as he ia therein 
recommended "for his journey," it would appear 
that he left for this country at tiiat time, where he 
safely arrived soon after. 

Mr. "Weber was married, on the 5th of October, 
1767, in Tanlkner Swamp, Montgomery connty, 
Pa., by the Rev. Mr. Togt, a Lutheran minister, to 
Maria Agues Bom, a native of Baden-Baden, Qer- 
many. She died July 25tb, 1784. He was after- 
wards married to Anna Maria Robinson. He had, 
in all, eighteen children. 

In the Gotal Minutes of 1771, he is mentioned as 
"a schoolmaster, who appeared with the request 
that ho might be examined as to his knowledge of 
divine things." His request was granted: he was 
examined, and rendered eatisfaction. Nothing was 
promised, as yet, in regard to his ordination ; but 
he was permitted to preach and catechise in such 
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congregations as were vacant at tbe time. It is 
said that he had etndied, for a time, with Dr. "Wey- 
berg, in Philadelphia. 

He soon after located in destitate congregations 
near the Wind-Gap, formerly ITorthampton, but 
now Monroe county, Pa. ; where he is spoken of 
as Btill laboring, in the Cotal Acts of 1776, when 
it was "resolved that, inasmuch as these congrega- 
tions are so far away from all other ministers that 
they cannot he supplied by them, Mr. Weber shall 
remain with them and serve them, as long as they 
give him the necessaty support." In the Cotal 
Minutes of 1777, the Easton congregation asks that 
several congregations, formerly connected with them, 
bat for several years past served by Mr. Weber, be 
restored to tiieir former connection, as they in Eas- 
ton charge are not able to support their pastor 
vnthout their aid. 

In the month of August, 1782, a German tra- 
veller, Mr. Schopf, who afterwards published an 
account of his journey in America, travelled from 
Philadelphia to Wyoming Valley. He stayed over 
night at Eckardt's, four miles north of Helar's, and 
two miles north of the Wind-Gap, then Northamp- 
ton, but now Monroe county, Pa. He says: "After 
we left Eckardt's, we missed the way which we were 
to take to Brinker's mill, turning to the left: in this 
way, however, we came past eeveral farms, for which 
we would not have looked, in this region. They 
lay scattered in the woods, and are settled, for the 
most part, by Qermans; for these are inclined 
TQOBtly to locate, in remote places, where they can 
18* 
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obtf^Q land at a low price. We parsed a smnll 
log-charch, which has been built by the Lutherans 
and German Keformed, whom it aervea, alternately, 
as a place of worehip. A Rev. Pastor "Weber last 
Rcrred this congregation ; bat be tost the affections 
of the people, because be preached too much about 
the war. They withdrew their support from him, 
and he was neceBsitated to le&re. He went to Pitts- 
burg. The first settlerB in these eoUtudea came 
hither soon after the former peace, and, before 
their numbers had somewhat increased, they had 
to pass through mnoh trouble. The Indians, who 
were at that time yet in great numbers their neigh- 
bors, were not the most agreeable company." ^ 

May 1st, 1782, Cotus met in Beading. In the 
Minutes of that year, it is said: *'A congregation 
in Westmoreland county, near Pittsburg, in the 
back part of PennsylTania, a new settlement, where 
no ministers have yet been, very earnestly entreated 
for a good minister, to whom they promise to pay 
annually X80, besides other necessaries of life. 
Since now the Bev. Mr. Weber eixpreseed his incli- 
nation towards this congregation, it was resolved 
by the Eeverend Cotus to recommend him to 
them, that be may receive a regular call to that 
place." 

Mr. Schopf afterwards refers again to Mr. Weber, 
when be was at Pittsburg, in October, 1782. Speak- 
ing of Pittsburg, he says: "Public buildings, as 
houses for worship, there are as yet none here. 
There is, nevertheless, a German preacher here, 
> ScbSpf'a RaUe, p. 247. 
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who mtDUten for believing persons of different 



In a document^ drawn np by Mr. Weber, appa- 
rently for some friend, in vindication of himself 
against some uncharitable inunnations, and dated 
"Westmoreland county, March 28th, 1814," he 
^ves some interesting particolars concerning his 
removal to this then new re^on, and of the diffi- 
culties which he encountered, in various ways. It 
ia worth translating. 

"In the year 1782, 1 was eent by Ciitue to Weet- 
moreland connty. Fa., to visit the congregations 
there ; and privilege was given me to become their 
pastor, if they shoold call me. I arrived on the 
ground in September of that year ; preached in all 
the congregations in Westmoreland coanty, Pa., on 
to Pittsburg, and ailerwards in Washington and 
Fayette counties, returniDg again to Westmoreland 
county, on the 14th of October. Fonr men, aa 
elders and deacone, came to me in the house of 
Mr. Thomas, and requested me to accept a call to 
come and labor among them. I believed sincerely 
that it was my duty to accept this call, and remove 
to them, with my family. The question then arose, 
how much salary was necessary to support me? I 
told them they knew beet what would be required, 
in the circumstances. ~ Whereupon they consulted 
together, alone, returned to me, and offered me 

' Schopf's Beive, p. S73. 

' For the ori^onl of this document ve are indebted to tha 
Ber. N. V. Haoke, of Oreenabor^ Pa- 
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X116 ia moDey, one handred bashelB of wheat, a 
free bonse, and firewood, aonually. 

"In the beginning of Jnne, 1783, I removed, 
with my family, to "Westmoreland county. No 
one, however, had concerned himself in providing 
rae with, a dwelling, except one Gerbart Thomas, 
who had rented an old honse, into which I moved ; 
but it was BO open and exposed, that I and my 
family almost perished &om cold, during the win- 
ter. At length spring came ; and I was forced to 
leave the old house, and knew of no other into 
which I could move. I proposed that they should 
buy one hundred acres of land, on which to make 
myself a home. This could not be done, though 
land was cheap. I then proposed that they should 
buy it for me, and appoint men who should receive 
my salary, as it became due, and pay for the land, 
giving me only what was over of my salary, when 
the land should be pwd for. The men were ap- 
pointed, but did not carry out my vnsb. Then I 
bought it myself and thus got into debt; paid 
^100, of which I had to borrow ^60, as the first 
payment; after which, I was to pay £50 aryear. 
My salary not having been regularly paid, I conld 
not make up the payments as they became due. I 
labored hard to get out of debt; rode from forty 
to fifty miles to preach to destitute congregations, 
on week-days, with a view to increase my income, 
that I might get out of debt Wben at home, I 
labored, with my children, to maintain my f^ily 
from the land. Thus, I continued eighteen years 
before I was out of debt, and had my land free." 

ciq mod t, Google 



RBV. JOHN WIUUM WBBES. 213 

It Beems they had etipalated with him, in the 
he^nning, for aevea years. Every year they set- 
tled, giviag him credit for the balance they owed 
him. Thas, at the end of seven years, the coogre- 
gation at Brash Creek owed him £50 128. 8(2. ; that 
in Hempfield township, X58 4g. Sd.; and Mount 
Pleasant congregation, £1Q. He compluned to 
Cotns; and they wrote to the congregations, ex- 
horting them to pay their pastor his back-standing 
dues ; or, if he shoald leave them, they wonld find 
it difficult to procure another. They now newly 
snbscribed his call, and renewed their obligations 
for his salary; but the amount paid him became 
less from year to year, so that at last he received 
only from £B0 to £^0 a-year. 

"I thought," he adds, "I would continae, in the 
name of God ; believing that He who, in His wise 
providence, had placed me in the important office 
of the ministiy, would sustain me ; and He has 
done so, even to my old age. Now I am cast off! 
Still, I know the necessity of a minister being here. 
May the providence of God so arrange it, that a 
man may come hither who fears God, and is not 
afrud of man, and who shall not be brought into 
discredit through false friends. I pray, my brother, 
that you may regard this with favor; and I hope 
you will not despise an aged brother, of whom yoa 
can hear no evil, in truth, except through lalse 
reports and slanderers; and who, next August, will 
have been in the ministry forly-two years. What 
other persecutions I have here endured, I will lay 
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before you in the accompanying papers. I invoke 
tbe bleseiDg of God npoB your doings, and remaiti 
your well-wisher and brother, 

"JoHs WiLLiAH Weber." 

"When ho first arrived in this western field, he 
preached to four eongregatioue ; one in Pittsburg, 
two in Hempfield township, namely, Bmsb Creek 
and Heralds, and one in Mount Pleasant townahip.' 
There bciug no other German Reformed minister 
in all that region, he visited all the infant congre- 
gations in Allegheny, "Washington, and Fayette 
counties ; instructing the young, administering tbe 
sacraments, and preaching the Gospel. 

The Rev. Henry Habliston, whq succeeded Mr. 
Weber, some years ago, informed Mr. I. D. Rupp, 
that, when Mr. Weber first traversed that country, 
there was still much danger, in travelling, from 
wild beasts and Indians ; and, in riding on horae- 
back, or travelling afoot to his appointments, he 
usually went armed with a mnsket or horse-pistol. 
This fact is indirectly confirmed by the Rev. Joseph 
Smith, D.D., author of " Old Redstone." In speak- 
ing, on page 132, of the journeys of the first minis- 
ters in Western Pennsylvania, from 1782 to 1788, 
he says : "We must not forget that, during all this 
time, they and their people were harassed, more or 
less, by the savages on their borders making con- 
tinual inroads, burning and desolating all before 
them, and sometimes murdering whole families. 

■ Id the Ciital Minutes of 1783, tbe Dftmes of his acmgreg^ 
tioDB ara given tbas: fort Pitt, Haatolon, Hempfield, and Uoant 
PleBsanL 

ciq mod t, Google 



BEV. JOHH WILLUU VBBBB. 215 

They came in on their eettlemeots from various 
points oa the Ohio and Allegheny rivers. In some 
instances, their meetiags were broken up. In many 
cases, at particular periods, every man went armed 
to their places of worship; and, in some cases, 
stacked their gnna at the door, and appointed a 
sentioel. It was not till after the victory of Wayne 
(1794), that all danger from this qaarter ceased." 

In view of these lacts, we may easily feel the 
force of the traditionary remark which Mr, Hab- 
listoa says he heard, in the field of his labors, that 
" Mr. Weber was tmly a man who sowed in tears !" 
Whilst enjoying the religions advantages which are 
so richly ours, in more peaceful times, how little do 
we reflect on the cares and sufferings it coat those 
who went before, to secure them for us ! 

In his last years, Mr. Weber was still inspired 
with a desire to enlai^e the bounds of the Church 
of bis fathers. He made journeys to the adjacent 
new counties of Armstrong, Venango, Butler, and 
Crawford; and to him is owing, nnder God, the 
planting of the German Reformed Ohnrcb in the 
northern and northwestern counUes of Pennsylva- 
nia. In his instruction of the yoang, he used the 
Palatinate Catechism, which he required them, as 
iar as possible, to commit to memory ; after which, 
he would explun it to them, and earnestly exhort 
them to stead&stness in faith, and a holy life. 

Mr. Weber was able to continue his ministerial 
labors up to the end of his life. He died at his 
house in Hempfteld township, Westmoreland county. 
Pa., the first or second week in July, 1816, in the 
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eighty-second year of his age. He had just preached 
in Mount Pleasant township; and, on hia return, 
he passed through Qreensbui^, where he visited 
Mr. A. Tutney, his son-in-law, and iamily, to whom 
he said he thought this would he his last visit, as 
he believed the time of his departure was at band. 
He went home, was confined to hia bed, and in 
two weeks died. His disease waa old age, the 
powers of physical life having been exhausted. He 
was conscious to the last, conversed about his ap- 
proaching end, and was often seen engaged in silent 
prayer. 

He waa buried in the grave-yard at Miihleisen's 
church, about five miles eootheaet of Greensbnrg, 
on land which be had been instrumeDta) in securing 
for the German Reformed Church. " On this land," 
says the Eev. ^. P. Hacke, "ia erected a small 
church, built of logs, now weather-boarded and 
painted, but the inside unfinished, in which the 
Rev. Mr. Voigt preaches. There is also a pretty 
good fitrm-house erected on the same land, which 
has been occupied by the Rev. Mr. Weinel as a 
parsonage, but is now occupied by a renter. The 
tract contains about seventy acres. The grave- 
yard is small, enclosed by a post-and-rail fence. It 
is in a hilly region ; the church and grave-yard lie 
on the side of a considerable hill, along which a 
road passes, by which the place is accessible. No 
tombstone has been erected to his memory; and 
even the exact spot where his remains rest, could 
not be pointed out to me, when I preached there 
some time ago ! - I still hope, by calling together 
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those who eavvive, aod were present at his fuoerAl, 
to verify his grave. His friends have shown, of 
late, a disposition to erect a tombstOQe to his me- 
mory; and I have enconraged them to do eo." 
Every rightly disposed heart hopes this reason- 
able debt of gratitnde will not be left unpaid. 

A funeral sermon was preached on the death of 
Mr. Weber, some time after his burial, by the Rev. 
Henry Hablieton, who had become bis Buecesaor in 
the principal congregations of his charge. The 
funeral services at the grave were cut short, on the 
day of burial, by a heavy thunderstorm. It is said 
that, in view of certain slanderous reports which 
were circulated in reference to him, by enemies, he 
said, on one occasion, that signs at his grave would 
declare his innocence. This interpretatioD waa put 
by many upon the meteorolo^cal phenomena which 
attended his burial. 

All his children, except three daughters by bis 
Iwt marriage, are dead. His deecendanta live prin- 
cipally in Westmoreland county. Pa., Richland and 
Delaware counties, Ohio, and some in Cincinnati. 

In personal appearance, Mr. Weber waa a good- 
looking, portly, well-formed man; blest with a 
strong and vigorous constitution, and able to un- 
dergo a great deal of labor and fatigue. Hck was 
of an ardent, quick temperament; free-spoken; 
rapid, but clear and distinct, in bis enunciation, 
while preaching ; and in the habit of what is gene- 
rally termed calling things by their right names. 
Somewhat sensitive to injuries received, he remem- 
bered them perhaps too severely; and, in this way, 
Vol. H— 19 
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often made himself enemies, who took advuutagc 
of hiB hasty temperament, to get him into trouble. 
He bad bitter enemicB, who exaggerated Iiia weak- 
nesses, and labored to destro; and limit bis infla- 
ence. But he had also many and wann fiiends, 
-who adhered to him throngb all bis trials, to the 
last — friends who had known him long and well; 
who had known him even in the east, while teach- 
ing school in Northampton coonty, between the 
Broad and the Sloe monntains; who had been 
instrumental in brining him to the "West, and for 
whose sakea he came' — as the Brinkera, Huguses, 
Brums, Lanffers, Nelighs, Fishers, Xendigs, Christr 
mans, Hartzels, "Wentzela, Weisakophs, Turneys, 
Bemhards, Sorts, Grosses, Thomases, Piskya, and 
Smiths, besides many others, to whom he had min- 
istered in spiritual things; who had known him, 
and bis self-denying, iu the period of manhood, 
when all that country was a vast wilderness — when 
they had to attend church with guns in their hands 
— when he catechised the youth in their log-cabins, 
or in a rude log-church, at times of the year, too, 
when they had to fire the brush-heaps around the 
church, whereat they might warm themselves, during 
intermission ; who had known him, thus, as faithful 
to them, to the German Eeformed Church, and the 
Heidelberg Catechism : — these friends clung to him 
through good and through evil report^ followed him 
to the grave, and wept over him tears of sincere 
affection. Many of these still live; and some of 
tbem, the most influential and steadfast men in the 
Church, were his catechumens, and bear cheerful 
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witness to the faithfulness, earnestDess, and kind- 
ness with which he instructed them. 

It was Mr. Weber's custom to celebrate hia birth- 
day by spending it in solitude, fasting, prayer, and 
pious meditation. On such occasions, ho would 
record his feelings in verse. The Rev. Mr. Hacks 
has furnished us with several epecimens, from the 
latter part of bis life. They are not destitute of 
poetical merit, aad may here find a place. 

March 5th, 1812. 
" Heut' isc eB eilfmahl aieben Jfthr* 

Da ich gebohreD war, 
Und eret erbtickt daa Jammerthol, 
Die Welt dorin riel Angit und Qaaal, 

Ich hiahsT aaEgeBtanden. 
" Nun daok ich Gott, der mir bbher 

So treulich beigestunden. 
Das ich aeia theure Onadenlehr', 

Moch lehr* in diesen Lnnden. 
Obgleich dia Era,flen nehmen nb, 
So Bt&rket mich seia OaadeDBtaab, 
Dob iob. bia daher noob konn etehn, 
Tor Beinem Voik ihn id erhiihn, 

Mit Preia uad LobgaatLnge. 
"Wie l^DgerhiD, Oott, weist da alleiu, 
Vieleidit iat nnr noob Heota main. 

Die Zait lUnfl achnell mm Ende. 
Oib das Id deioem Dienat all^ 

lab meinen Laaf TolIeDde. 
Und dann las dein' Qerecbtigkeit, 
Heir Jesn, tain main Hochzeitkleid, 
Diunit iob kano Tor Gott beatebeD, 
Uod lu dea Z>amniBB Hoehzeit gehen, 
Und miob bei dir iott ewig frenn, 
Wail da lust mein, and iob bin dem. Ameo." 
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March 5th, 1813. 
"Ein Jahr yoq meiner Pilgrim eehatt, 

Ist widerum voUendet, 
Ea sind nun Siebenzig nnd acbt, 

Mein Lebea eich Wd eodst. 
Gott du bast lib«r mich gewocht, 

Bib soch anf dieas Stundc, 
Drum lob ioh deine Treu' und Macht^ 

Mit Hertz und mit dem Munde. 
Ach bleib bei mir bia an mein End' 
Dan nim mein' Seal in deina Hand'." 

March 5th, 1814. 
"Ein Johr ist wieder heat' Terfloaaen, 
lleut' iat OB siebenEig und neun'. 
Von Qott bab' iuh viel Onad geDoesen, 
Drum danke ich detn Nahuen Beiit- 
Obgleicb ich alt bin, uod vereCossen 
Von Menschcn, Gottea Gnud' bleibt offen. 
In Jeau wunden find ich Rub' 
WuiD ich ichlies meine Augen zu." 

Maxch 6(h, 1815. 

"TJnser Leben Teabret aiebenzig, 

Wenu's hoch kommt ainds acbtiig Jabr'. 
Hent' leg* iob achliig biotei miob ; 

Durch Augut, Terfoigung, und Gefabr, 
Hat mich mein Gott gefUbret. 
Dea dank ich ibm tod bertzena Grand, 
"Weil er miob bia anf dieae Stand' 

So OnUdiglich erhaltsu. 

Dram laa ich ihn nur valteo. 
'Wann mich die MeDBahen gleioh verlassea 
So will ich Jeaum fester fassen. 
Ich weis er lust miob ninunei' niobt, 
Ec stefat mir bei in Tod nod Oeriobt" 
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To this he adds : " Meiae Grabscbrift ist volgea- 
der Schlussreim : 

" Eiei rah' ioh Baafl in Gtott, 

Kein Feind Ttaaa mlch bier BtSren ; 
Ich fubl nicht mehr des Neider'a Spott, 

Qott woll' Bie all' bekehRn. 
Nun meine Seel' preU Oottes Nahmen, 
Id alls EnigkeitaD. Ameo." 
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KEV. JOHN CONBAD ALBERT 
HELFEl^STEIN". 



Mr. Helfbhstkin ' was born in tbe town of Mosz- 
bach, in tbe Falatiaate, Germany, February 16th, 
1748. He received his classical education iu bis 
native town, under tbe iurimediate care of hia fa- 
ther, who beld tbe office of Inspector. He was 
afterwards sent to tbe University of Heidelberg, 
where be studied theology. 

The office of the ministry has bad a succession, 
in tbis family, since the Reformation. Tbe great- 
grandfather of this Mr. Helfenstein lived during 
tbe trying times of the Thirty Years' War; and, 
being distinguished and known for his avowed at- 
tachment to the cause of Protestantism, on one 
occasion, it ia said, narrowly escaped from the 
hands of the enemy, in a somewhat unuaua] man- 

' The &ctB for thia iketcb have been derived from the preface 
to ft Tolume of Mr. Helfenatein'a sermona ; from hia Bona, Dr. 
S. Helfenatein and tbs Est. A. Helfensteia ; from a eketch of 
his life, published in tbe Oet. Kef. Meaaenger, some yeora ago; 
fTom the Bev. Mr. Stahlaobmidt's " Pilger Reiaa sa Waeaer 
und en Land ;" aod from tbe tirobivM of the cocgregatioDS he 
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imr. Being hotly pursued by a baud of the enemy, 
he took refuge in a hole, or opening of the earth. 
Daring the interval of pnrsnit, a spider had dili- 
gently plied itself to its work, and closed with its 
web the entrance of the hole in which he had 
crept; so that the enemy, when they arrived at the 
spot, harbored no suspicion, but passed on. This 
was regarded by him as a remarkable providential 
interposition, and as each has been transmitted to 
his descendants. 

Haying finished the coarse of studies at the Uni- 
-versity of Heidelberg, and resolved to devote him- 
-setf as a missionary among his brethren in the New 
"World, Mr. Heifenstein made application, for exa- 
mination and ordination, to the Synod of Holland 
— at that time the fostering parent of the German, 
«s well aa the Batch Reformed Churches, in this 
■country, and the only approved medium, from 
abroad, of access to them. His examination being 
sustained, he was accordingly ordained; and, in 
due time, in company with his step-brother, the 
liev. Mr. Helfrich, and the Rev, Mr. Gebhard, who 
were sent by the Synod of Holland for the same 
purpose, was landed at New York, Jan. 14th, 1772, 
after a journey of four months and eight days; 
where one of hia first calls was upon the Eev. J. 
H. Livingston, D.D., who has mentioned with plea- 
sure the interview he then had with the youthful 
missionary. 

It appears, from his own statements, that, when 
on hia voyage to this country, a fearful storm at 
Bca was the occasion of deeply strengthening hia 
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religii>u8 (.•nnvictioas. Having been in imminent 
danger of being engnlphed in a watery grave, he 
vowed to God that, should bis life be preserved, be 
would more entirely devote himself to Hie service, 
and endeavor to prove &ithful in the mioiBtry of 
reconciliation. 

Soon after his arrival in this country, he became 
settled as pastor of the Germantowo charge, about 
six miles from Philadelphia. Here he labored, 
with marked success, for the space of about three 
years. The congregation at Laaeaster having be- 
come vacant, by the removal- of the Rev. Charles 
Lewis Boehm, they fixed their eyes upon Mr. Hel- 
fenstein ; and, towards the close of the year 1775, 
extended to him a call to become their pastor. 
After due consideration, he accepted; but it cost 
both him and the Germantown people a severe 
struggle to break the existing ties. " The dissatis- 
faction at ray removal is so great," he writes, De- 
cember 27th, 1776, "that I intend to hastea my 
departure, so that X may no longer be compelled 
to see or hear the trouble which has been occa- 
sioned." In January, 1776, he removed to Lan- 
caster, and assumed the duties of his new chiarge, 
in which he continued till July, 1779. 

This period includes part of that perilous and 
trying time, amid the throes of which this great 
and free nation was bom. Bome ioteresting no- 
tices, relative to the war and the times, appear 
upon the Minutes of the Consistory at Lancaater, 
during this period, which are creditable to the 
patriotiBm and piety of both pastor and people. 
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DurJDg Lis ministry at Lancaster, the captive 
HesBiaus of Trenton ivere barracked in that town ; 
and it became hia duty frequently to preach to 
them. Being himself decidedly favorable to the 
cause of his country and of freedom, he did not 
hesitate, when opportunity offered, to discloae his 
Bentimente. On one occasion ha preached on the 
text, laiuah lii. 2: "For thus eaith the Lord, Ye 
have sold yourselves for nonght, and shall be re- 
deemed without money."' This sermon caused a 
good deal of excitement and oifence among the 
captives. On another occasion, he delivered a dia- 
conrse, in the church, in the evening, on the words : 
'■ If the Son make you free, ye shall be free indeed" 
■ — when the excitement was so great, that it was 
deemed necessary to accompany him home with a 
guard. Once he preached to the American sol- 
diers, on their departure for the scene of conflict, 
from the words: "If God be for us, who can be 
against us?" He concluded, amid great enthu- 
siasm of feeling, with an eloquent passage, which 
was long remembered, thus: "When yon, my 
brethren, stand oa the fleld of conflict; hear the 
booming of cannon ; see the smoke of battle rise, 
like a dark, ominous clond, to heaven ; while the 
dead and dying are lying around you, £rst smite 
on your breasts, and say, ' God be merciful to me, 
a sinner!' but, at the same time, be of good 
courage, and shout, ' If God be for us, who can be 
against us V " 

' It irill be remembered that the Heasiana wera bought by 
the King of Bagland to ud in proseoutang the wnr in America. 
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In 1779 he was again recalled to Germaotown, 
to the people of his first love; where he labored 
about ten years longer, till death, which approached 
him slowly, in the form of conaumption, relieved 
him from his responsibiiitiefi and cares, May 17tb, 
1790, in the forty-second year of his age. 

At his death, he left behind his widow — whose 
maiden nnme was Catharine Eircher; whose lather 
was a prominent member in the Race street charch, 
Philadelphia, in early times — witb five sons, ill 
straitened circumstances: four of them chose the 
ministrj', two of whom are still living. The eldest, 
Bamnel, was pastor of the German Reformed church 
in Philadelphia, more than thirty years, and had 
himself three sons in the ministry, Alber^ now 
an aged minister, resides in Lancaster. 

nis remains were Interred in the C^ermaatown 
burial-ground ; on which occa«on the Rev. J. Hel- 
muth, D.D., of the Lutheran Chorch, between 
whom and the deceased a particular fiiendship 
existed, delivered an impresmve and feeling dis- 
course, at the grave, on 2 Kings i. 26: "X am dis- 
tressed for thee, my brother"— the Rev. Mr. Bal- 
lecker having previoasly delivered a very appropriate 
sermon, in the church, on the words in the Revela- 
tion of St John xiv. 18. The chnrch in which this 
faithful servant of Jesus Christ labored, and prayed, 
and wept, together with the graveyard which con- 
tains his ashea, has lately been transferred to an- 
other religious denomination, under the paatoratfl, 
and by the influence, of his grandson, the Rev. 
Jacob Hejfensteiii ! "O times I O maaners!" 
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Mr. Helfeostein's pulpit exercieea were remark- 
able lor the manner in which be attracted the 
attention of his hearers at the commencement. 
He usually had, as was common among German 
preachers, two introductions — one before, the other 
after, the first prayer. The first was called the 
"exordium remotum," the other the "exordium 
proximnm." The "exordium remotum" began 
with some remarkable passage of Holy Scripture, 
which hod an immediate reference to the text. For 
instance ; one who heard him preach, on one occa- 
sion, at Whitemarsh, about five miles from German- 
town, says that, after the singing of the first hymn, 
he stood up, and commenced: "Lord, save, or I 
perish!" or, as the German has it: "Lord, help 
nie, or I shall sink!" He then closed his eyes, 
bowed his head, aud folded his hands. In a few 
seconds, he opened his eyes, anfolded his hands, 
stood erect, and proceeded: "Thus it was that 
Peter cried out, when on the sea he saw himself 
in danger of perishing." The relator of this said 
he was much alarmed, at first, at the position he 
had taken, and thought he was actually sinking on 
the pulpit. 

He was an eloquent, warm-hearted, and pungent 
preacher. His zeal was more than ordinary. Duriug 
the first period of his ministry, his sermons were 
written with much care, and committed to memory 
before delivery; hut, in his latter years, his ordi- 
nary preparation for the pulpit waa meditation, and 
an outline or skeleton. His synodical sermons are 
said to have been particularly impreesive and powers 
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fill. Several email volumes of hia sermons have 
been published, which bear testimony to his anction, 
and to his direct and eolemo aim at reaching the 
coDBcience and the heart. In the application of 
his sermons, he was peculiarly animated and im- 
pressive. His ministry, both at Lancaster and at 
Germantown, was greatly blest. Often, it ia said, 
was the congregation overwhelmed by the mighty 
power of troth, as it flowed with holy warmth and 
tenderness from his heart ; and he manifested espe- 
<a&l zeal, in his private pastoral duties, to discover 
penitent and contiite hearts, and to administer to 
them the iostructions and consolations of the Gospel. 

" Id all his duty prompt, at every call. 
He watched and wept, he prayed and felt for all; 
And &e a bird each fond endearmeat tries 
To tempt its new-fledged ofiepnag to the ikies, 
Ue tried each nrt, reproved each dull delay, 
Alluied to brighter irorlds, and led the my." 
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REV. DANIEL WAGNER. 



There are few lives more pleasant to contem- 
plate than that of Mr. Wagner. Both tradition 
and the records unite in presenting his life in beau- 
tiful Bymmetry, a harmoniouB whole. To fine 
scientific and theolo^cal attainments, he nnited a 
childlike spirit, and the most earnest practical 
piety. Thus qualified aa a safe guide in the 
Church, he enjoyed general confidence, and exerted 
a wide and lasting infioence, both on the ministi^ 
and laity. 

Mr. Wagner was bom in Eibelshauseu, near Dil- 
lenbtirg, in the dnchy of Nassau, Germany, Jan- 
nary Uth, 1750. When only two years of age, hia 
parents emigrated to this couDtry. After their ar- 
rival, the family, consisting, at the time, besides the 
parents, of two sons and three daughters, settled 
temporarily in Chester county, Pa. Never intend- 
ing to make this place their permanent home, they 
removed, about five or six years later, to Bern 
township, Berks county, Pa., where they settled 
upon a farm. Here young Daniel grew up to man- 
hood ; and here both his parents lived, aad died, 
and are buried. 
Vol. n— 20 
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Previous to the removal of the family from Ches- 
ter county, and consequently before be was eight 
years of age, he received one quarter's inBtraction 
in an English school, which is all he ever received 
in that language. 

Between the time of his &tber'B removal to 
Berks county, and the commencement of his sta- 
dies, preparatory to the ministry, his life is a silent 
one. His father being a farmer, he assisted him, 
no doubt, on the farm. His life was thns the quiet 
life of a farmer's son ; and his body and mind were 
gradually and healthfully developed, receiving theit 
earliest impressions and moulding amid rural scenes 
and pursuits. He was early pious; and, as his 
youth was merging towards manhood, he began 
deeply to feel that he was called to serve Christ 
and the Church in the office of the holy ministcy. 
He accordingly proposed to his parents that he 
should be permitted to carry out his wishes, in this 
respect ; willing that any worldly inheritance that 
might be in reserve for him, should be spent in 
enabling him to procure the education of himself 
for this great calling. It does not appear that any 
opposition was made to his noble desires. 

Accordingly, being yet comparatively young, in 
his eighteenth or nineteenth year, he went to New 
York, to prosecute the study of the Latin, Oreek, 
and Hebrew languages, under the tuition <^ the 
Kev. Br. &ro3s. He pnrsaed his stndies with great 
diligence ; and, such was the proficiency which he 
acquired, and such the foundation which he laid, 
that, in after life, even to the last, though he had 
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been laborioDsly engaged in large pastoral fields, 
which oftea made it difficult for hiiu to keep up 
regular habits of study, he nevertheless continued 
to read all these languages fluently. He pursued 
his theological studies uuder the Hev. Dr. Hendel, 
in Lancaster; where the same industry character- 
ized him, and the same success crowned his efforts. 

At the meeting of Ciitus, whidh was convened 
in Reading, October the 8th and 9th, 1771, appli- 
cation was made, in his behalf, for examination and 
licensure. The Minutes say: "Besides the two 
brethren, Wack and Nevelling, a young man, by 
the name of Wagner, was also examiued. He stu- 
died utider the Bev. Mr. Heude), and also some- 
what under the Eev. Mr. Gross. In regard to Mr. 
Wagner, Cotus resolved nothing farther than that 
he shall preach and catechise in congregations 
where his services may be needed; and if he shall 
continue to be industrious, and lead a Christian and 
pious life, he shall be encouraged to hope for ad- 
vancement in his office." 

Mr. Wagner now labored, as directed, in the 
congregation of Krentz Creek, and others in that 
neighborhood, in York county, Pa. At the Cotus 
in Lancaster, in the following year, June 17th, 
1772, his congregations earnestly entreated for his 
ordination; since, inasmuch as he could not ad- 
minister the sacraments, they still felt, in a great 
measure, as though they were without the ministry. 
Cotus directed that he should sustain another exa- 
mination, which should be held at the house of tlje 
President of Cotus, Mr. Taher, at such time as 
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ehould be convenient for the committee, appointed 
for that pnrpose, to meet ; and, if the cxfimlnation 
should prove satisfactoiy, he should be ordained by 
them. With him wore included, in the same action, 
Messrs, Waek, "Weber, Nevelling, and Steiner. The 
examining committee were the Revds. Weyberg, 
Faber, Gross, and Pomp. 

The examination was satisfactory, and Mr. Wag- 
ner was accordingly ordained; after which, he re- 
turned to his charge, and served those congrega- 
tions till May, 1774, when, after the resignation of 
the Eev. Mr. Otterbein, and by his recommenda- 
tion, he became his snccessor in the York congre- 
gation — stil! serving, however, several country 
churches, with that in town. Here he labored, 
with much acceptance and success, for the space 
of twelve years, including the dark and trying 
period of the Eevolutionary War; when, near the 
close of the year 1786, he transferred his labors to 
Tulpehocken, in Lebanon county. 

In his new charge, he found himself in the midst 
of a very extensive and laborious field. Besides 
Tulpehocken, he served a number of afiiliated con- 
gregations, llis charge is given, in his statistical 
report of 1792, as composed of Tulpehocken, Hei- 
delberg, Bern, Berg, and Snmmerberg. lu that 
year lie confirmed ninety-nine. 

After Mr. Wagner had left York, the congrega- 
tion there felt his loss deeply, and suflfered much 
disadvantage, in various ways. "I have been 
told," says the Rev. Mr. Miller, the present pastor 
at York,- "by the oldest members of this coDgre- 
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gatioD, that, bo strong was the attachment of this 
people for him, that it was common for them, 
after he had left, to make ap parties of &om three 
to half-a-dozen persons, once and twice a-jear, who, 
moQDting their horses, proceeded to Tulpehocken, 
to pay their old pastor a friendly visit. Nor did 
this aftection confine itself to his own former mem- 
bers, but extended to the whole community." 

The York congregation had several ministers 
after Mr. Wagner left, but they remained only a 
short time; and there was neither unity nor pros- 
perity in the congregation. At every vacancy 
which occurred, they gave a call to Mr. Wagner, 
their old pastor. They wrote him letters, and sent 
committees to hira — all of which failed to bring 
him back. At length, in October, 1793, in answer 
to the third or fourth call, he returned to them 
again. He now remained at York, as pastor, from 
October, 1793, until October, 1802 — a period of 
nine years. During this time, the congregation 
accidentally lost their church edifice, by fire. It 
was soon replaced, however, under his efiieient 
ministry, by a new buildiug, which was consecrated 
May 11th, 1800. 

In October, 1802, Mr. Wagner accepted a call to 
the congregation in Prederick, Maryland, aud re- 
moved, with his family, to that place. He found 
the congregation in a distracted state, which resulted 
from a long strife and schism, occasioned through 
the intrusions of an independent vagrant named 
Schneider.' It was, no doubt, the distressed con- 
I See the Life of the Bqt. Wid. RunkeL 
20* 
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(lirioii uf tliQ church here, whk-h induced Mr-Wajf- 
iicr to accept their call ; hoping to be able, by G}od'8 
help, to restore peace and prosperity. This hop6 
was not in vain, "By a wise and dignified course, 
and an able, faithful, and pradent ministry, he snc- 
cceded in putting an end to the unchristian strife, 
and securing the confidence and affection of every 
member. To the pious, and all who possessed a 
heart to feci, his ministrations were highly instruc- 
tive and edifying; whilst the ungodly found nothing 
in him of which they would not bo ashamed to 
complain."* 

Two years after his location at Frederick, he was 
afl^icted by a severe attack of fever, which very 
much enfeebled his constitution; ho that he was 
never aftenvards as strong and healthy as before. 
Still, he was able to go forward in the regular 
duties of his ministry. Besides Frederick, he also 
preached in tlie Glades, Middletown, Jefferson, and 
in Loudon county, Virginia. This large district 
devolved upon him too great an amount of labor, 
and he gradually sank under it. We have a letter 
from him to the Rev. Mr. Rahauser, dated January 
9th, 1809, in which he alludes to his health, iii the 
conclusion. "In regard to the state of my health, 
I can say little. "Worse I have not become, for some 
time past: I think, also, that I have gained a little 
in strength, but it is only a little. , Whither it shall 
lead, the Lord knows; and let His will, which is alone 
good, be done. May He only grant that my faith 

' Dr. Zachnriofi'd Ccntcnnrj Sermon, p. 18. 
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in Him may be strong and living in the hour nf my 
death !" 

Amid increasing weakness and fast-failiug health, 
he still continued in hia labors till October, 1810, 
when be waa compelled to resign hia charge, and 
cease from the active duties of the miuietry. He 
now removed to York, Pa., to spend the remainder 
of his days among the people of hia former charge 
— many of whom had ever manifested towards him 
the strongest attachment and love. 

Having always felt a deep and etroDg desire for 
the increase of the nnmber of the ministry, and 
having, daring his active pastoral life, conducted 
the private theological studies of many, it was his 
intention to devote hia remaining days, in retire- 
ment, to this important work. His time, however, 
was short. He was scarcely two months at York, 
when he was afflicted with dropsy, which did its 
work rapidly. He died December the 17th, 1810. 
He was abundantly sustained, in his last hours, by 
that "glorious Gospel of the blessed God" which 
he had so long and so faithfully preached to others. 
Amid tender exhibitions of love, on the part of a 
multitude of Christian friends, his remains were 
consigned to their resting-place in the burial-ground 
in York, where they await the trumpet summons 
which shall awake the dead, and admit all the 
saints to their full and final reward. 

In 1775, Mr. Wagner was united in marriage 
with Anna Maria Reitzel, of Lancaster, Pa., with 
whom he lived happily thirty-five years. She anr- 
vived him twenty-seven years. They were blessed 
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%vith eight children, four sons nod four daughters. 
Ilia descendants are highly respectable ; and reside 
principally iu York, Pa,, where they are active 
members of the German Reformed Church. 

We have before us a printed funeral sermon oa 
the death of Mr. Wagner, preached by his friend 
and former pupil, the Rev. Dr. Lewis Mayer, in the 
German Reformed church iu Frederick. It ia based 
on Isaiah Ivii. 1, 2 ; and is a beautiful tribute from 
a grateful son to his spiritual father. The setmoii 
is in the German language ; from which, in a con- 
densed form, we give the substance of several pas- 
sages, in which the chaFacteristics of Mr. Wagner 
are very correctly given, by one who knew him 
well. 

* Mr. Wagner was an upright, experienced, and 
earnest minister. He was a holy man. Who- 
ever had intercourse with him, had abundant rea- 
son to know that in him the "old man" was con- 
quered. He led a correct life. Who among you 
can point out the time when he swerved either to 
the right or left? You are yourselves witnesses 
that his way was a right way. I knew this man, 
as I believe, better than any among you could pos- 
sibly know him. Instructed and prepared for the 
ministry by him; living in the bosom of his family; 
and accustomed to having daily communion with 
him, I had opportunity to become acquainted with 
his inward, as well as his ontward character; aud, 
in the presence of God, I can here declare that be 
was, in truth, all that he appeared to yon to b^ 
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an>i that his outward life waa nothing else than a 
true transcript of his inward life. 

'As a man, he was honorable; and hia nohility 
■was of the highest kind, the nobility of the heart. 
He was honeet, not from policy, but from principle. 
Aa a man, he was possessed with a deep love for 
his fellow-men. Whoever needed his help, was 
sure to receive it, bo far as it was in hia power to 
render assistance. I can bear testimony to this, 
from my own experience; and so can many more. 
He rejoiced with men in, their prosperity, and waa 
sad with them in adversi^. Especially did he 
love the sonls of men, and travailed for their sal- 
vation. 

'As a Christian, he waa a true follower of hia 
-Lord and Saviour. He did not consume himself 
in idle questions and disputations, or insectarian 
zeal for words and opinions ; for he felt that the 
kingdom of God is not in word, but in power. He 
"held closely to that which constitutes the essential 
substance of Christianity. He endeavored to live 
in love; and he desired that all his zeal might 
flow from this heavenly principle, and that his acts 
and devotions might be animated by its spirit. His 
piety waa not, on the one hand, a cold and dead 
form, without heart; it was lively, earnest, and full 
of feeling — the religion of the living, not of the 
dead : nor, on the other hand, waa it fanatical : it 
floated not in wild phantasy; it made no noise 
before the world ; it was a rational, quiet, humble, 
and submissive wait ivith God. He was firm and 
steadfast in his rehgious life. He had a high con- 
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ception of God, and a low view of himself; and 
deeply felt the necessity of a mediator between 
God and man, Jesus Christ, in whom he trasted, 
with a childlike confidence, in all that he did, and 
for all that be hoped to be. He was not seen, now 
rising to heaven and now falling to the earth. Hie 
flight was that of an eagle : he soared towards the 
sun of righteousnese, with eyes that were not 
blinded, and with wings that did not weary. Who- 
ever would follow him must look heavenward. 

'As a preacher, he had many excellencies. He 
received the Word from God's mouth, and pro- 
claimed it in His fear. Hence, his sermons were 
full of wisdom and power. Have we not often 
heard him, from this pulpit, explaining obscure 
passages of Scripture, ^at called forth oar asto- 
nishment Bud admiration? Ko one ever taught 
more soundly or more clearly. How beantifhl and 
touching were his representations of the lovely and 
attractive in Christ ! How he moved onr a^ctioiJP 
and drew forth our tears ! You know, too, how 
affectionate and instructive he was in hia pastoral 
intercourse. The grave and the cheetful were alike 
easy in his presence. Everywhere be inspired con- 
fidence, and reverence, and love — not because he 
sought these, but because be deserved them. In 
one word, he was what a servant of Christ ought 
to be.' 

"Wherever he was known, and in all those places 
where he labored, tradition confirms all the high 
prwse awarded him by his eminent and affection- 
ate pupil. His memory is precious. He was an 
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ornament snd an honor to the Church, in his day ; 
and the influence which ho silently exerted, in the 
way of spirit and example, npon the ministry, 
and especially upon those hy himself prepared for 
the holy office, has come down in blessings to oar 
day. 
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KEY. JOHN HEINEICH 
HELFFEKICH. 



Ma. Helffebich was born in Moazbacb, a village 
in Hesse, near Frankfurt-on-tbe-Mayn, on tbe 22d 
of October, 1739. His parents were John Peter 
Helfferich, and Anna Margaretta, whose maiden 
name was Horn. His father was burgomaster in 
MoBzbach; but died soon after the birth of this 
son. His mother was afterwards married to the 
Rev. Mr. Helfenstein, who was, later, Inspector 
and pastor in Singheim, and father of the Eev. 
Mr. Helfenstein who labored in this couutry. Young 
Helfferich now spent the years of his cbildhood in 
the house of his step-father ; and, later, attended, 
with his brothers, the Latin school. After some 
years he went to the Gymnasium ; and, having 
regularly passed through these schools, he went, 
in company with his brothers, Albert Conrad Hel- 
fenstein and John Henry Helfenstein, to the Uni- 
versity of Heidelberg, where they ail three devoted 
themselves to the study of theology. Various 
manuscripts which he has left behind, and among 
them a system of dogmatic theology, in Latin, 
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bear tiistiraony to the faithfalDess with which he 
prosecuted his stndiee. Having completed his stu- 
dies, he was examined and liceDsed on Sept 22d, 
1761. After this, he labored as minister in some 
charge under Inspector Helfeostein, till he received 
a call, from the Synod of Holland, to go to Ame- 
rica. He left for Amsterdam, with his step-brother 
Helfenstein, ia June, 1771; whence he sailed, on 
the 6th of September, 1771, in company with his 
step-brother, the Rev. J. 0. A. Helfenetein, and the 
Kev. J. G. Qebhard, and landed at New York, Jan. 
14th, 1772, after a voyage of four months and eight 
days. In this tedious and dangerous voyage, they- 
eacountered seven fearful storms and two water- 
spouts, which broke their masts, tore the sails, and 
threatened their destruction. 

Soon after his arrival, he went to Philadelphia, 
and from thence to Weisseaberg, then in North- 
ampton, bat now in Lehigh county. Pa. ; where 
he took charge, in June of the same year, of con- 
gregations in that region. Here he was married, 
on the 3d of November, 1773, to Magdatena Sassa- 
manehausen; and was sooa after presented, by bis 
father-in-law, with a piece of land and dwelling 

— to which he removed, and resided there to the 
time of his death. 

- His charge comprehended the following congre- 
gations: £utztowu, where he took charge in 1772; 
De Lange, 1772 ; Long Swamp, 1778 ; Upper Mil- 
ford, 1779; Trexlerstown, 1784; Ziegte Church, 
1778; Weissenberg and Lowhiil, 1772; Heidel- 
berg, 1772 ; Lyntown, 1804. Besides these, he also 

Vol. H.— 21 
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preadied, in the way of supply, in Mertz'e church, 
Mosilem, in Berks county, ai]d other places. 

In order to obtain a correct idea of the labors of 
Mr. Helfferioh in this field, it is necessary to take s 
surrey of the religious condition of these congre- 
gations, when he took charge of them. To found 
and build up the Qerman Rofonued Church, in this 
region, required altogether different labor from that 
needed in other parts of Fennsylvania. The ante- 
cedents, drcamstances, and condition of the people 
were diiSerent. The first Qerman Keformed settlers 
here were worthy Christian people, the largest num- 
ber of them being Hugnenot and Bwiss families. 
They came into this country pious, and many of 
them for the sake of piety. What they desired and 
greatly needed was pious ministers ; but, alaa ! such 
were not to be obtained. While other parts of 
Grerman PennsylTania, atler 1746, when Mr. Schlat- 
ter began to operate, and even, in some settlements, 
previous to his arrival, were provided with learned 
snd pious ministers, who stood in regular ecclesias- 
tical connections, this region was afflicted, for the 
space of full forty years, by a succession of unor- 
dained, irresponsible ecclesiastical vagrants, who 
were not only irregularly in offlce, but generally 
grossly immoral in their lives. This reign of eo- 
cleaiastical hirelings, with its ignorance and vice, 
was inaugurated by such men as Philip Jacob 
Michael, of whom we have made some mention iu 
^ note to the life of Spangenberg. As specimens 
of these leaders of the people, may be mentioned 
a Mr. Fritz, who, on one occasion, ascended the 
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palpit of the Be Lange charch in a state of beastly 
iutoxicatioa ! He annoanced his text : " If any 
man will come after me, let him deny himself, 
take up his cross, and follow me." BepealiDg his 
text, with emphasis, he lost his balance, and tum- 
bled down the high palpit stairs, with the last 
worde, "follow me," in his moath! One of the 
Blders arose in his seat, and, earnestly addressing 
the people, exclaimed : "No, brethren, we will not 
follow him.'" He was immediately sent away. 
Tradition etill repeats many most ridiculone re- 
marks, explanations, and speeches made, in preach- 
ing, by these ignorant vagabonds. 

The reign of each one was generally short; as 
the piety and good sense of the old people were 
insulted by their crude ministrations and immoral 
lives. But they got rid of one only to be afflicted 
again by another like him. Gradually the piety of 
the fathers itself suffered, and the yonng grew up 
in ignorance and vice. The proverb, *' Like priest, 
like people," verified itself among them ; and after 
from twenty-five to forty years had passed, a pecu- 
liar state of society began to prevwl, which may 
properly he designated aa half civilized. There 
are still living some of the ancient people whose 
early life lay in the last results of that gloomy 
period; and who tell, as from the lips of their 
parents, of the darkness which reigned in their 
day. 

Such was the state of religion in this region 
previous to Mr. Helfierich's arrival among them, in 
1772. The old people say the first thing he did 
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was to organiee the conRiBtories in a regular way, 
and to induce the coDgregatJooa to unite with the 
GotDS — thus making them properly German Re- 
formed churches. He laid hold of his work with a 
firm hand ; and many of the people, long weary of 
their dark captivity, showed themselves willing to 
be led in a better way. There were some of the 
congregatioDB, however, which were not at once 
brought into better measures. They heard him for 
a while; but, though be was mild and prudent, 
yet hia etnctneas and zeal for order, and his insist- 
ing upon regnlarity and purity of life, indicated to 
some a new Gospel. In some congregations, he 
was, accordingly, in a few years, compelled to 
withdraw, finding the people too inveterately joined 
to their old ways. Yet, in other places, he was 
successful. Light and life spread. The Lord waa 
with him, by His victorious Spirit, and established 
upon him the work of His hands, more and more. 
Silently and gradually, ia the midst of the dark 
ness, 

"The little Zion rose." 

In order to extend his labors over this vast dis- 
trict, he was compelled to preach, not only on tho 
Sabbath, but often on week-days. It was his cns- 
tom, in order to save time, to bring the catechu- 
mens from several congregations together in one 
place, for instruction, and afterwards to confirm 
them, in the congregations to which they respect- 
ively belonged. 

There is extant a statistical table of Mr. Helffe- 
rich's congregations, covering the period between 
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Jane 22d, 1791, and May 6th, 1792, in which the 
namher of heads of families, of hapttsme, coafir- 
matione, schools, and schoIarB, in each congrega- 
tion, is given. The congregations inclnded are 
Heidelberg, Lowhill, Be Lange, Kntztown, Upper 
Milford, Macnngie, and 'Weisaenberg. 7 cfanrches, 
246 heads of families, 122 baptisms, 76 confirma- 
tions, 6 schools, 241 scholars. 

This statistical report was drawn np for the Fa- 
thers in Holland, and is accompanied with the fol- 
lowing remarks, hy Mr. Helfferich, which afford a 
glimpse into those times. 

*' The Beverend Fathers, in their letters in refer- 
ence to the state of the chnrches in Pennsylvania, 
among other things, desire to know why so many 
chnrches are combined in one charge ; and bow it 
is possible for a minister to serve them. Bince my 
congregations are named in those letters, and I 
have now mentioned even one more, in my statis- 
tical report, than I had before, I feel it my duty to 
state the reasons why I have so many congregations, 
and how I serve them. 

" 1. Several congregations are poor and weak, 
and wholly unable to snatain two ministers. 

' " 2. Since many members had a great distance 
to go, to attend chnrcb, which is very inconvenient 
for old persons and children, they have, in nnion 
with the LutheraoB, bailt new churches ; by which 
means the number of churches, and thas also the 
labors of the minister, have been greatly increased, 
whilst the salary is not correspondingly larger. 
21* 
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" S. These chnrchea cannot easily be connected 
with other chargea, and, did I not serve them, they 
muat stand vacant. 

"4. I have to do, in the neighborhood, with two 
men, Hertzel and Eoth, who, althoagh they could 
pot be received into Cotus, have nevertheless been 
accepted by congregations, and administer the sa- 
craments, sine ordinatione — without ordination ! If, 
at any time, I should withdraw from a congrega- 
tion, against its will, some of the members might 
fall in with these men ; and, in this way, occasion 
much disturbance in the congregation. 

* I serve my congregations as follows : on three 
Sabbaths I preach twice, and on the fourth only 
once; and, during summer, I hold catechization 
every Sabbath, in the church where I preach. I 
come into each congregation, every four weeks, on 
the Sabbath — the same as most miuisters who have 
only four congregations. On those Sabbaths when 
I do not preach in this or that congregation, the 
schoolmaster catechises, under my direction ; as he 
does also, in winter, in the schoola. I instruct and 
catechise the youth twice a-year — one portion in 
the spring, and another- in the fall. I baptise the 
children in the church, when I preach, unless when 
they are sick. The majority of marriages I solem- 
nise in my house, or in the church where I preach ; 
since my congregations seek to relieve me of labor, 
as much as possible. The funerals, at times, occa- 
sion to me the most trouble; but when, in thia 
respect, the members cannot suit themselves to 
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me, they invite a Lutheran minister; bIdcb I also 
attend many funerals on the Lutheran side. 

" My otherwise strong constitution has, it is true, 
suffered not a little, through frequent overworking, 
constant riding, and fast increasing old age; but 
that 6od in whose service I cheerfully consume my 
strength, has, thus far, sustained me in a way won- 
derful to myself and my congregations ; for which 
we cease not to praise Him. Often have I proposed 
to give up some of my congregations ; but neither 
begging nor remonstrance has enabled me to suc- 
ceed in obtaining the object of my desire. The 
earnest entreaties of my people, the touching re- 
presentationa of their circumBtauces, and the great 
love shown towards me, have frustrated every at- 
tempt I have made to reduce my charge to more 
convenient limits, or to accept a call to a charge 
better suited to my strength." ' 

Mr. Kelfferieh was devotedly attached to his 
people; laboring as a father among them, and 
sympathising with them in all their interests. At 
the time of the insurrection, during the adminis- 
tration of President Adams, many of his people 
were drawn into the rebellion, eepecially in Upper 
Milford and Macungle. He went to Eastou, when 
the hearing took place, and used all his influence 
to induce the judges to deal mercifully with them, 
as they had been seduced into the insurrection by 
wily leaders. He was treated with much conside- 

' Sae a oopj of this letter ia Dr. Majer'a MSS., vul. ii. pp. 
89,90. 
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ration, and succeeded in procuring the pardon of 
many of his misguided people. From a letter 
written to bim bj Marsball John Amdt, be is 
assured of the high regard eutertaiaed for him by 
the civil authorities. 

Soon after the beginning of this rebeUion, a de- 
tachment of soldiers was sent to Upper Milford, to 
subdue the instigators of the disturbance. Mr. 
Helfferich had a funeral at that place, at the same 
time. On bis return, innocently riding past the 
encampment, he was accosted by the captain: 
"Who's here?" 

Helfferich gave bis name. 

*' What is your business ?" 

"I preach the gospel, and serve my God." 

"Do you also serve your country?" 

" My God I serve first, and then also my coon- 
try." 

"How are yon disposed towards the present 
administration ?" 

" Let every soul be subject to the higher powers." 

The captain was satisfied with his answer, and 
permitted him to pass on. 

Mr. Helfierich was a very punctual and prompt 
man, and consequently always reliable. He gene- 
rally rode on horseback to his appointments, and 
in his pastoral visits. I7o weather kept him back. 
He was decided, and yet mild; combining, in a 
remarkably happy manner, the authority and dig- 
nity of his office, with gentleness and mercy, and 
open-hearted familiarity among his people. 

His preaching was instructive. He always con- 
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fined himaelf closely to his text; and was in the 
bnbit of writing nearly all his sermonB, though he 
spoke without notes, ia the pulpit. Having the 
advantage of a good education, and poBseGsing a 
warm heart, he was regarded, in his day, as a supe- 
rior preacher. His delivery was somewhat quick, 
but distinct ; and he "was gifted with a etrong but 
musical voice. He testified fearlessly against sin, 
and sustained his public teaching by a coneiatent 
private life. 

In person, Mr. Helfferich was pretty large, and 
firmly built. He had an open, lively, and benevo- 
lent countenance. He had black hair, and was 
neai^eighted, on which account he wore glasses. 
Like most of the ministers in his day, he was fond 
of the pipe ; and it was his constant companion, as 
he rode on his way. 

In his family, he was faithful, friendly, and greatly 
beloved. Meeting the qualification designated by 
the apoetle, he was a bishop "that ruled well hia 
own house, having his children in subjection, with 
all gravity." "When at home, he ended the day by 
calling together his family, reading the Bible, hear- 
ing his children recite the catechism, and explaining 
it; closing the exercise with prayer. In all his in- 
tercourse with his family and his people, he was 
cheerful, hopeful, and devoted to them and hie God. 
One of his sons, who has also been called home, 
became a minister ; and several of his grandsons 
are yet actively engaged in the holy service. 

During his ministry, Mr. Helflerich baptised 5830, 
and confirmed 4000 seals. He may be regarded as 
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the Father of the German Eefonned Chnreh, in 
the field over which his labors extended. Though 
that part of the Church did not escape the general 
stagnation of a later period, which came in, as the 
echo of German ratioaalism and indifference, on 
our shores, yet the vantage-ground upon which it 
was placed, hy means of his labors, has been a 
blessing to it down to car day. Mr, Eelfferich 
sympathised fully with the Rev. Dr. Hendel, when, 
during this period, he wrote to him thus : " Since, 
at this time, there is such a wide degeneracy, in 
religious matters, in Germany, that, in most of the 
schools, they have lost the truth as it is in Jesns, 
we ought not to permit any European to take 
charge of a congregation, nniesa he has been first 
carefully examined." The evil spirit here alluded 
to, which did not fail to insinuate itself into the 
American German Churches, through miniaters and 
books, was only the better resisted as its insidious 
character was thos foreknown ; and though, for a 
time, it deluged the Church, it did not overwhelm it. 

The time now drew near when the Master saw it 
good to release the venerable man from his earthly 
labors, and call him to his eternal reward. On the 
5th of December, 1810, as he was in the act of 
mounting his horse, to visit the widow of his old 
friend Lehman, who was sick, he was struck with 
palsy, and died suddenly. He was carried to his 
bed, where he only yet uttered these words: "O 
how well I lie here !" He fell sweetly asleep, and 
rested from his long and arduous labors. 

A few days after, the greater part of his members, 
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and the neighboring mioisters belonging to the 
Synod, attended hie funeral. The Rev. Mr. Blumer 
delivered a dieeourae at the hoaae; and the Rev. 
Mr. Vanderaloot preached at the grave, from the 
words, Luke xii. 37 : " Blessed are those servants 
whom the Lord, when He cometh, shall find watch- 
ing." He lies hnried in the SaesamanBhauaen pri- 
vate fomily graveyard, in Maxatanny, Berks county, 
where a marble slab, with the following inscription, 
covers his grave: 

"Hier 

ruben die Gebeine von des tat- 

ewigten Johann Heiniicb Helfiaiich, Beforniirtea Prediger. 

Er erblickte das Licht dieser Welt 

den 22atcii October, im Jahr 1739. 

£b gefiel dem Herm ifau ans dieser 

Zeit in die Ewigkeit eu nefaineii 

dea Sten Deoember, im Jahr 1810. Er 

brachte aeiu Alter anf 77 Jabre, 1 

Monatb, 1 Woche, nnd 5 Tags." 
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KEY. JOHN CHEISTIAN 
STAHLSCHMIDT. 



We are here iavited to follow a trne pilgrimage 
— a tmly interesting and eventful journey through 
" the wilderness of this world." 

The Rev. John Chriatian Stahlschmidt was born 
in a town not far from Cologne, in the principality 
of Nassau-Siegen, on the 8d of March, in the year 
of our Lord 1740. His father was a Landhaupt- 
man, and the subject of this memoir was the oldest 
of eight children. "When a boy, he was character- 
ized by a natural buoyant and lively spirit, joined 
with a certain restlessness ; on which account ho 
was somewhat changeable, and never continued 
long at the same thing. This frequently subjected 
him to harsh dealing from his staid and steady 
father, who was constitutionally a disciplinarian, 
and somewhat disposed to positiveness and severity 
in the regulation of his children. Though his ten- 
dency to instability was, no doubt, the occasion of 
calling forth his father's strictness and severity, yet 
this also seems to have run into a somewhat tyran- 
nical extreme ; and had the opposite effect from that 
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intended, alienating gradually the feelings of fothef 
and aon, aa we shall presently see, and making their 
intercourse unpleasant. It is hard to Bay which in- 
junction was most disregarded: "Children, obey 
your parents in the Lord;" or, that other: "Fa- 
thers, provoke not yoar children to wrath." 

HJB want of steadiness and stability seems to 
have been owing to a strong romantic tendency, 
which early developed itself, and followed him 
through life. "I loved the birds, and human so- 
ciety, to a passion," he tells us. "For a true- 
hearted comrade, I would have oflered up my all ; 
but, through these strong attachments to society, I 
became a wild and extravagant boy." 

Of his mother he speaks in the highest terms. 
"My mother was at great pains on my account, 
anxious to train me, from infancy, to a virtuous 
.and piona life. She never failed, rooming and 
evening, to pray with us children; and exhorted 
us, without weariness, to that which is good. She 
was a good, pious, lovely mother. She loved me 
peculiarly ; and I aa heartily loved her in return." 

According to the excellent custom of the country, 
he was early sent to school, where he was taught 
■ not only the rudiments of secular learning, but was 
also caused to commit the catechism to memory, 
and hear explanations of its doctrines. In com- 
mitting to memory, he fell short — not so much, as 
he confesses, from real lack of memory, as from the 
difficulty he always found to keep bis attention 
long enough directed to one thing. He, however, 
made considerable progress in reading, writing. 
Vol. n. — 22 
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arithmetic, and the rndimenta of the Latin Ian 
giiage. 

He manifested, from bis earliest years, an intense 
anxiety to know and understand things. His ca- 
riosity to become acquainted with the condition, 
inhabitants, scenery, etc., of foreign lands, led 
him to study diligently sach soarces of information 
ae he found within reach. He earnestly read Hueb- 
ner's State Gazetteer, a copy of which bis father pos- 
sessed; which, to an extent, satisfied his curiosity, 
but, beyond that, only excited him the more to know 
what its brief accounts did not contain. He ac- 
cordingly devoted his first means to the purchase 
of maps and geographical hooks. Having acquired 
a good knowledge of the earth, he now desired also 
a knowledge of the planetary heavens. He bought 
*' Fontenelle's Dialogues on the Plurality ofWorlds," 
which he studied with intense interest and delight. 
In this way, of himself, without any instructor but 
such books as he could buy and borrow, he made 
himself well acquainted with the prominent fea- 
tures of geography and astronomy; which became 
to him a source of much rational and innocent 
enjoyment. 

As he grew up, he assisted his father, whose busi- 
ness required him to be much from home. He was 
rich; and, besides large landed estates, also owned 
and carried on two forges, for the manufacture of 
steel — the care and management of which, in his 
own abeence, devolved upon this oldest son. His 
attention to business was such as to induce his 
father often to express to him his approbation. He 
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tells US, however, that his carefulness and obedience 
proceeded much more from fear than from love; 
for he constantly felt a slavish fear of his fether. 

Though he was, daring his youth, naturally dis- 
posed to be wild and extravagant, yet there was, 
also, all along, an under-carrent of seriousness. 
Beneath the surface of his everyday life, were felt 
the deep drawings of the Father, and the quiet but 
powerful operations of the Spirit of Grace, pledged 
by a covenant God to pious parents, in the baptism 
of their child. He was often deeply exercised by 
religious feelings. " The first special religious im- 
pressions I received, were as a boy in school, 
while reading the history of Joseph. I wept very 
earnestly over good Joseph, and could not com- 
prehend how brothers could so treat their brother. 
When I had seen the glorious end of the history, I 
was deeply impressed, and resolved in my heart 
that I would also become a good man, and a favor- 
ite of God." He refers also to the circumstance 
that, on his twelfth birthday, his mother told him, 
among many other maternal exhortations, that our 
blessed Saviour had, when he was twelve years old, 
already grown very much in wisdom, grace, and 
fevor with God and man. This he never forgot 

The period now arrived when he began to attend 
catechetical instruction, with a view to preparation 
for confirmation and the Lord's Supper. Still 
strongly prone to evil, notwithstanding his frequent 
religious feelings, he felt within himself a severe 
conflict during these preparatory instructions. The 
operations of grace laid strong hold of his conscience 
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and heart: he was often deeply moved to penitence, 
nnder the exhortations of the pastor. These inter- 
esting seasons came to a close; and, in the four- 
teenth year of his age, he was confirmed. He re- 
ceived this sacred rite amid meltings of heart, ft 
deep sense of his unworthineas, and earnest prayers 
to Jeans for grace to become a new man. The fol- 
lowing Sabbath he was to partake of the Lord's 
Supper, for the first time. He shrank from it, 
Tinder a sense of his unfitness. In great distress 
of mind, he made known his difflcnltaes and fears 
to his mother, who so far comforted and encour- 
aged him, that he ventnred to the table of the 
Lord. He afterwards, however, condemned thege 
feelings, which would have kept him away from 
the holy sacrament ; regarding it, very properly, as 
a means to strengthen the weak in faith, and as 
furnishing nourishment to snch as sincerely hunger 
and thirst after righteousness. 

After this solemn transaction, as is often the 
case, he was drawn into considerable backslidings. 
Though he contended with evil, he was often 
overcome, through his great fondness for society, 
which sometimes lured him into frivoloos and giddy 
company. In the seventeenth year of his age, ho 
felt again, for some time, extraordinary drawings 
of divine grace. He went about sorrowing, pray- 
ing, and earnestly resolving again upon a new and 
better course of life. This was followed, however, 
again by a season of backsliding and carelessness, 
as before. 

In August, 1758, when he was in his eighteenth 
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year, after having spent more than half of the night 
in frivolity and folly, with companions, into whose 
society he had very improperly suffered himself to 
be drawn, he retarned to his chamber, and, falling 
asleep, he dreamed a fearful dream. He thought 
the end of the world had come ! He heard a sud- 
den noise, and, lo ! as he looked around, he found 
himself in the midst of a mighty multitnde of men, 
who were moving forward to the judgment ! Terror 
and agony seized upon him. "Now," he exclaimed, 
"the day of grace is past, and there is no mercy 
for me," He saw the Judge upon the throne ! He 
beckoned him to draw near. At this he fell upon 
hia fece, and cried : " Mercy ! I will lead a better 
life !" Here he awoke, deeply affected at the thought 
that he was not yet sentenced, which he felt was hia 
due. Again he resolved to ba more faithful to hia 
TOwB and his Saviour. 

Perhaps, if we knew all, it would appear that 
very many persons have received similar warnings, 
through similar dreams. Why may not God, who 
of old spake with men in dreams and visions of the 
night, still warn men through these solemn whispers, 
and show them, as if it were reality, the solemn 
things which await us all, and which, in onr expe- 
rience, must shortly come to pass. 

Some months after this dream, be was once more 
led, and more earnestly than ever before, to dedi- 
cate himself, by a solemn resolution, to the service 
of God. This was brought about by the pious ex- 
hortations of an uncle, who took a deep interest in 
his religious welfare. This he calls the most im- 
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portant period of his life, when he formed the 
blessed, tinehangeable resolution to ^ve himself 
wholly t» God. He was now more earnest than 
before. Sore temptations assailed him : he foand 
little sympathy around him ; piety very much lack- 
ing in warmth and vigor. In answer to his earnest 
searcbings for light, and prayer for rest and peace, 
he was enabled to settle down in a firm faith, and 
a comfortable experience of the favor of God. He 
contiDued to lead a quiot and obedient life. 

At this period of his life, he was brought to sym- 
pathise considerably with pietistio separatists. In- 
deed, he had already felt their influence for some 
time before — the seeds of this mode of thinking 
and feeling having been sown in hia heart by the 
writings of the celebrated theosophist, Jacob Boehm, 
and the conversations of his uncle, who was in that 
way of thinking. The pastor of bis native place, 
no doubt with good intentions, committed the com- 
mon error of speaking publicly, and from the pul- 
pit, in harsh and unmerciful terms, of these pietists. 
This wounded the feelings of young Stahlschmidt, 
and caused that, for some time, he went but seldom 
to church ; thinking, but very erroneously, that he 
could do himself more good at home, in reading 
and meditation. He read the Bible diligently, and 
Jacob Boehm'e "Way to Christ;" from which ho 
endeavored to strengthen and confirm himself in 
holy living. 

By his fondness for the writings of Boehm, and 
his sympathy with the pietists, he incurred the 
severe displeasure of his tatber, who was extreme 
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in his dealings with him, on this account. Indeed, 
he went so far one day as to whip him, though he 
was DOW in the nineteenth year of his ago; extort- 
ing from him a promise, while attU holding the rod 
over him, that be would no more read those books, 
or seek the company of the pietists, while he was 
under his care. He made this solemn tow to bis 
father. 

This vow gave him new sorrow. The next day, 
while going on an errand, his way lay through a 
silent wood. This was pleasant to blm, as it gave 
him opportunity to think and pray over bis dis- 
tressed position. What shall he do? This was the 
question. He had vowed to bis father, and he must 
keep this vow; but how can he keep it? for it 
seemed like giving up his life to leave bis books and 
his favorite company. As he walked thoughtfully 
along, the thought came suddenly into his mind : 
*' Leave father, mother, and all ! The Lord will 
protect thee, and help thee through all." In this 
thought he saw an outlet, and indeed he already 
felt peace and comfort in the prospect it opened. 

But whither? He had seen, on the title-pages 
of his favorite books, that they were printed in 
Amsterdam ; and he concluded, in his own mind, 
from this, that there must be some Christian friends 
there, who would receive, advise, and employ a 
forsaken brother; so that he might Und a home, 
and support himself by honest industry. 

On the following Sunday evening, be remained 
in bis room, and began to make ready for his jour- 
uey. His olotbos having been packed, and all being 
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silent ill the house, he engaged in earnest prayer for 
himself for his brothers and sisters, for hia fatlier 
and mother. He then sat down, aad wrote a letter 
for his father, in which he told him that he had been 
compelled to make a vow which he could not keep, 
and therefore had resolved to withdraw from hia 
presence ; that he coold not change his course of 
life, but would rather choose death than desist from 
what God had graciously shown him to be his duty; 
and, lastly, that he commended him, his mother, 
and all his brothers and sisters, into the hands of 
the Lord, and would bear in his heart a sincere 
desire and prayer for their welfare. This letter he 
left upon bis table. 

As the watchman cried twelve o'clock, he laid 
his bundle upon his shoulder, passed through the 
back part of the house, thence through the stable, 
and so through the yard into the street that led 
towards Cologne, On the way, he sought to forget, 
for the time, friends and home, and regard himself 
as a pilgrim and a stranger in the world, who from 
henceforth must trust alone to the leadings of divine 
providence. 

His greatest concern, now, was in regard to a 
pass. As it was just in the time of the Seven 
Years' War, and the Prench were in possession of 
the whole Rhine, it was difficult to get through ; 
and if he should have been stopped, without a pass, 
he could not have been released except by writing 
to his father, which would have ended in his being 
returned home. Meantime, however, ho arrived 
safely in Cologne early in the morning ; where be 
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r^Tnained, at the Rhino, feariDg that, if he went 
over into the town, a pass might be demanded of 
him. 

Here he inquired whether there waa no opportu- 
nity to go by water to Holland, and learned, to his 
joy, that a boat wonld leave in an hour. In a little 
time the boat moved down the Rhine. It was fbr> 
tanate for hiu purpose that he had a chance to leave 
BO soon ; for, at ten o'clock, already an express from 
hie father arrived at Cologne ! He had gone ; and 
here they had the last trace of him. In a few days 
he arrived safely in Amsterdam. 

Here he was, in the midst of a large city, and all 
around him were strangers. He soon found that 
his ideas of a ready reception and attention fi-om 
the pious circle in tbe city where the good Boehm'a 
books were published, had been dreamy. There 
were Buch there, no doubt ; hut where shall he find 
them ? For two weeks he Bought in vain a situa- 
tion and employment, and hia email resource of 
funds waa fast growing smaller. During this tiniG, 
he lodged at the same hotel with two companiooB, 
whose acquaintance he had made on the boat down 
the Rhine. One of these, who was from Frankfurt, 
had been in Surinam, and was desirous of going 
thither again. He was, however, without funds; 
hut, through an acquaintance, he was recommended 
to a Bhip captain, who was soon to sail for tbe East 
Indies. From bim the Frankfurter obtained a 
berth, and employ on the passage. As the ship 
was not yet fully manned, it was detained for aome 
days; during which time our Stahlechmidt fre- 
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quently visited the ship, with }ii8 companion from 
Praukfurt. One day the captain, who was a Ger- 
Djan, asked him whether he would not like to go 
with him to the East Indies, and, if so, he would 
employ him as his attendant. At first he did not 
entertain the proposal, desiring rather to be em- 
ployed on the land. S'inding himself, however, 
pressed to do something, and despairing of obtain- 
ing employment in Amsterdam, he regarded the 
proposal of the captain as a wink of providence; 
and accordingly made np his mind, in the employ 
of the ship, to entrust himself to the wavfis. 

His only concern now was, as to how he would 
fare for reli^ous society in such a voyage, and in a 
foreign land. To fortify himself against the worst, 
in this respect, he started out through the city, to 
purchase the books of his favorite Boehm ; which 
he found, at length, afler a long search, in an anti- 
quarian book-store. These, with his Bible, were 
his only store of hooka. The hour arrived. Amid 
sounds of the rolling drum and martial music; 
amid rushing crowds; amid weeping of parting 
friends; amid songs, and shouts, and oaths, and 
cries of farewell from merry sailors, .our pilgrim 
entered the ship, somewhat sad at heart, but silently 
comforting himself with the reflection, that our 
blessed Saviour also was once in a ship, and knew 
how to find and visit his own amid dangerous 
waves and threatening storms, leading them safely 
into the haven of peace and security. 

His first care was to find a congenial. companion; 
aud whenever he observed one more quiet and 
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thoughtful than the rest, he sought to know his 
heart. He soon found, however, that, among the 
300 who formed the company of the ship, there 
wan not one who had even the form of piety. His 
only oomfort was night, hia books, and communion 
with God in prayer. 

He did not inform his parents of his departure 
upon this voyage — a circnmBtance which he after- 
wards regretted, and for which neglect he very 
justly censured himself, especially when he heard 
that BQspense and anxiety cansed his mother to fall 
into a severe sickness. 

The voyage was somewhat tedious. On New 
Year's day, 1760, they touched at the island of 
Madeira. Three months after they sailed, namely, 
on the 3d of March, they landed at the Cape of 
Good Hope, the southern extremity of Africa, 
where they were detained sixteen days, taking in 
new supplies for the ship. Sailing again, after 
encountering a fearftil storm, they passed between 
the inhabited islands of- St. Paul and Amsterdam ; 
hearing eastward, they had New Holland in view ; 
then northward to the island of Java, passing 
through the strait between it and Sumatra. On 
the Sd of June, after a voyage of six months, they 
arrived safely in the port of Batavia. 

Here they changed their cargo; and, in three 
weeks, the ship was again under sail for Oanton, 
in China, to which port three weeks more safely 
brought them. Here they tarried six months, fit- 
ting up the ship, and loading for the return voyage. 
The groat wickedness which our pilgrim witnessed, 
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both in Batavia and in Canton, moved liis heart 
with strong compaseion for the heathen, cauaed 
him to feel the necessity of watching cloeely over 
faia own heart, and led him to earnest prayer for 
grace. 

On the 8th of Janouy, 1761, they set sail ftom 
ihe port of Cuiton, ou tbeir return voyage. Off 
the C^>e of Good Hope the ship waa orwtakea in 
the night by a terrible thanderstorm: one of the 
maatfi was struck by ligbtniog, by which two aailors 
were inBtantty killed, a namber of others were bo 
stunned that they coold not rise for a lengtli of 
time, and the ship was set on fire. H<^ seemed 
for a time to depful;, and death stared the whole 
crew in the face ! They succeeded, however, in 
arreedng the £re, and were mercifully saved from 
the flames and the flood. The two Bailors who 
were killed by the ligbtoing, were the most aban- 
doned on the ship : they bad, on that very evening, 
vied with each other in blasphemies against Ood, 
and mockery of heaven and bell. Tbie be regarded 
as a direct judgment; and the more espemally so, 
as they were a distance apart when struck dead, 
there being some eight Bailors between them. The 
justice of God knows how to find the guilty, though 
they stand amid thousands ! 

It being unsafe, on account of the war, to pws 
through the Channel, they sailed around Ireland, 
Scotland, and tho Shetland Islands, coming into 
Amsterdam through the North Sea, landing safely 
in the beginning of June, 1761. He had ei^oyed 
good health on the whole voyage ; and now put bis 
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feet on land, with a heart Bwelling with gratitude 
to God, hia preserver. 

Kot knowing how hia parents might recei7e him, 
he could not persuade himself to vieit his home. 
Having hean^ and read that there were many pious 
peraoQs in Altona, near Hamburg, be was induced, 
from this consideration alone, to go to that place, 
hoping to find some congenial friends and employ- 
ment there. Hia highest ambition was to be located 
in a quiet place, and in the midst of Chrtstiati 
friends. Before he left Amsterdam, he wrote to bis 
parents, informing them where be had been, and 
whither ho now intended to go, expressing also 
bis continued interest for the welfare of the family. 
This done, be left for Altona. Here he was disap- 
pointed. He found neither the Cbiistiao society 
tor which he sought, nor yet employment. He re- 
mained some time, hoping yet to £nd both, after 
further acquaintance. Meantime, his funds were 
exhausted, and no opening presented itself. At 
length he concluded to retorn to Amsterdam, and 
enter again the service of an East India uhip. Bell- 
ing some articles, to get money for the journey, our 
pilgrim is again on the way to the searport. He 
wrote once more to hia home, informing them of 
his new intention, and expressing the wish to hear 
from them before he left; giving thorn, at the same 
time, directions where to send their letter. 

He now regretted that he bad not accepted of 

the ofi'er which was made him, to remain in the 

employ of the ship on which he had made the 

former voj-age. But this chance was now lost; so 

Vol. n.— 23 
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he engaged in the service of a ship bound for 
Bengal. Jnst before they sailed, he received a 
letter from home, in which hia fether wrote in a 
tender tone, expressing regret that h3 had been so 
severe with him, hnt stating that he then thought 
it to be his duty towards a son whom he believed 
to be pnrBuing an erroneone conrse; telling him 
that be had preserved the book of Boehm, which 
he woold give him, should he ever return ; inform- 
ing him, also, that bis mother had been sick ever 
smr.e he had left, her eickness having been induced 
by sorrow and anxiety on his acconnt, hut that she 
revived from the time that intelligence of him had 
arrived ; and, lastly, that all the rest were well, and 
earnestly and affectionately hoped that the Lord 
would protect him, and would at last lead him 
safely back to them again. This letter affected 
him deeply, and drew forth warm affection for 
those at home. 

The ship set sail. There were 800 on board, 
many of whom were soldiers, for the service in 
Ceylon. A fearful sickness broke out in the ship, 
80 that they lost three and four a day, by death. 
Our pilgrim was also taken down, at length, with a 
violent fever, the first time he was sick in his life. 
On the night of the seventh day, the fever rose so 
high that he became unconscious of himself. He 
fell out of his hammock ; and, next morning, when 
he came to himself, he was laying in between two 
large boxes, some distance from his berth. His 
fever was broke, however; and, from that time, he 
grew gradually better, until he was fully restored. 

ciq mod t, Google 



SEV. JOHN OHRISTIAH STAHLSCHMIDT. 267 

But the suffering aod deatha cootinued, until, at 
length, there were not enough well properly to 
manage the ship. Tbna it continued during the 
whole voyage. One hundred and eight died; many 
were left in hospitala, at different points ; and seve- 
m), in despair, cast tbemselves into the aea. 

He spent six months in Bengal. Here he took 
the ague, and had to be placed in the hospital, for 
Bome time. At length the disease yielded; and, 
before he had fully recovered, the ship was ready 
to sail. Weak aa he still was, be went on board, 
and would gladly have returned to Europe; but the 
ship yet traded from port to port, and only reached 
Amaterdam about the 1st of June, 1765. Here he 
found letters from home, earnestly inviting hira to 
visit them when he returned from hia voyage. This 
also ho did ; and thus, after having been absent five 
years and eleven months, he found himaelf once 
more in the home of his childhood, in the begin- 
ning of July, 1765. 

Here he found changes. His father was friendly, 
and his mother, brothers, and eiaters affectionate. 
Some of his pietiatic friends were dead, othera had 
grown cold in their zeal. This was the case even 
with his nnde, who had, previous to bis departure 
from home, exerted such a good influence upon 
him. There was only one left who bad preserved, 
in a degree at least, hie warm first love. Our pil- 
grim had also changed, in some of his uncompro- 
mising pietiatic aeparatiatic views; which ho cheer- 
fully confessed. He was less cenaorious and nn- 
charitable ag«Qst the regular paston and cburcfaee. 
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He saw better the evil epirit which, as an angel of 
light, mixed with fleparatiatic zeal. He testified to 
^natical persons, that they would speak with less 
of s censorioua eelfiflhaese of those who went not 
with them in their separation irom the churches, 
when once the; knew their own spirit bet:ter. He 
now regularly attended church, and partook of the 
Holy Sacrament. He had no more any sympathy 
with "those Babel-stormers who ridicule churches 
and ministers, and set themselves up, in pride and 
vanity, as reformers." Still, he preserved his for- 
mer warmth, zeal, and love in the Bervico of God, 
and qnietly enjoyed a deep sense of God's gracious 
nearness. "Oh!" he exclaimed, "is there here 
already so much peace, rest, and blessedness in 
Jesus and His communion ! What will ouce be 
ours in eternity !" 

At this time, the devotional writings of Terstee- 
gcn fell into his hands, and proved of great profit 
to him. The reading of his writings begat in him 
a strong desire to know this man of God personally, 
who lived in Mtihlheim, on the Kohr; and, accord- 
ingly, he visited him, in August, 1766. He was 
kindly received, and much instructed during the 
few days he abode with him. After taking an 
affectionate leave of Tersteegen, and receiving from 
him impressive words of enoouragement on the way, 
he returned again to hiu father's house. 

Finding it unpleasant to be at home, in a de- 
pendent mode of life, and being deairoas of some 
situation in which he might support himself, and 
lead a pious and quiet life, in the serrioe of God, 
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he joined, with a pionely dispoeed uncle, in Elber- 
field, in the manufactnre of lace-stringe. He foaad 
this situation very agrseahle to him, especially as 
it enahled him to indalge his desire for qnietnesB 
and meditation. "Kot far fh)m our dwelling, upon 
a rocky height, there was a wood, to which 1 re- 
eorted, in the evening, whenever the weather allowed 
of it ; where I often lingered till late in the night 
Oh ! how many blessed hoars did I here spend, in 
sweet communion with my divine Saviour! His 
love animated my whole heart. I often lived more 
in eternity than in time." 

In the enmmer of 1767, he visited Tereteegett a 
second time. Being much exercised, at the time, 
by what he regarded as deeper experiences of the 
Christian life, he spent eight days with the good 
man ; receiving much light, from a most open and 
confidential intercourse with him. " This journey," 
he says, "was greatly blest to me," 

He continued In bosiness with his uncle — they 
having also taken in another partner —^ till the fall 
of 1769 ; wheu some misunderstanding, which had 
disturbed their harmony long before, brought their 
partnership to an end. This period was, upon the 
whole, much mixed with bitterness to him. Ha 
passed through many seasons of spiritual gloom f 
during which time he frequently wrote to T«^ee- 
gen, for direction and consolation ; till the death of 
this good man, which happened towards the close 
of this period. Being now again out of employ, 
be asked permission of bis fiither, in the meantimcj 
to spend the wiuter at homo ; which was granted him. 
23* 

ciq mod t, Google 



270 fATHiRS OF tb:b RBFORMED CHUaOS. 

Daring the winter, he endeavored, biit in vain, 
to find Bonie eituation for his futnre snpport At 
length he said to himself: "Perhaps North Ame- 
rica is the place where I can find some means of 
enpporting myself. There, too, I can live without 
entanglement, and submit to what the Lord pleases 
to make of me." He made known his thoaghts to 
his father, who gave him a very repnUive answer: 
'*Do you now intend to go to the place where all 
the rag-tag rabble gather ?" This caused him, at 
first, to falter in his purpose, and he proposed to 
himself to go first to Holland ; leaving the decision 
open in hia own mind, and the hinte of Providence, 
as to whether he wonld remain there er proceed to 
America. 

In the beginning of March, he gathered up his 
efkctB, and sent them to Cologne; and, on the ISth 
of March, 1770, he once more bid adieu to father, 
mother, brothers, and sisters, took his pilgrim-stafiT 
in hand, commended his friends to God, and him- 
self to His protection and guidance, and directed 
his ateps towards Holland. He went first to Rot- 
terdam, where he eafely arrived, and remained 
fourteen days, but found no employment. From 
there he went to Helvaetsluie, and from thence he 
sailed, in an English packet-boat, to Harwich. Here 
ho took stage seventy-two miles, to London, where 
he rematued two months, withont making much 
efibrt to get employment, as he had now a strong 
desire to go to America ; and he went daily to the 
wharf, to see if there was any ship advertised to 
sail for Philadelphia. At length his wishes were 
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realised — a ship was announced for the New "World; 
and it sailed, in the beginning of June, with oar 
pilgrim on board. The voyage waa tedious, and 
only after eleven weeks' sailing did it arrive at 
Philadelphia, in Angust. Their provisions and 
water became so scarce, towards the end of the 
voyage, that the passengers had to be put upon a 
scanty allowance, and there was great anxiety on 
board. 

On landing, he devootly commeDded himself to 
the Divine protection, in this New World. After a 
few days, he found one of his own countrymen, in 
the person of the echoolmaeter of the German Re- 
formed church, who knew his parents, and who 
received him kindly. He was now again eoncemed 
as to some employment for a livelihood. On con- 
sulting with his new friend, the schoolmaster, it 
was concluded that he should try his trade of lacc- 
making. After he had spent over a year in this 
business, and produced a considerable stock, in the 
line of his trade, he began to see that, owing to the 
diflerent customs of wearing clothes in this country, 
his sales were not snfficient to warrant hia continuing 
in this basinesa. 

Meantime, he had extended his acquaintance. 
He had lived, during this year, only two doors 
from the Eev. Dr. Casper Weyberg, the German 
Heformed minister; and, ou account of his piety, 
he had secared the confidence of the pastor, who 
was himself a deeply devoted man. Br. Weyberg 
took a deep interest in him, and Stahlschmidt ofien 
visited him, to reo^ve his counsel and eocourago- 
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ment. One eTeoiog, while he was at the good 
pastor's house, Br. Wej'berg told him that he had 
had thoughts, for some time, in reference to him, 
which he woald now open to him. He then told 
him that he thought he would be a suitahle man 
for the office of the holy ministry ; that the minis- 
ters sent in from Europe were not sufficient to 
supply the many destitute congregations in the 
country; and that, if he would spend several years 
in study, with some minister, he could well qualify 
himself for usefnlness in the ministry. At first he 
modestly shrank back from the proposition; but 
Dr. Weyberg encouraged him to entertain the hint 
prayerfully, and give him an answer at some future 
time. He took one month for refleotioti, daring 
which time he endured a severe inward conflict. 
" Here also, in Philadelphia, I loved to visit soli- 
tary places, especially the nearest woods ; where I 
relieved my burdened heart, by pouring it out before 
my Saviour." 

Meantime the month, duiiog which he was to 
make up his mind as to entering the ministry, 
rolled around. Feaiing the responsibility, and 
having an humble sense of his unworthiness for 
such a solemn and holy service, he had endeavored 
to secure some other situation ; but the door seemed 
shut all around bim. At length he called on Dr. 
"Weyberg, and expressed his willingness and deter- 
mination now to prepare for the ministty. 

He bad still funds enough to sapport him ayear; 
BO he remained in the house where he was before, 
and began to take daily lessons with Dr. Weybet;g, 
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at first in Latin, of which language he had a sli^rht 
knowledge before; but, at length, dropping thia 
study, he confined hie time to Stapfer's work on 
theology, and the German language. Meantime, 
Cotua met in Philadelphia, and he was preeented 
to Synod as a candidate for the holy office, and was 
by 8yDod directed to continue his etudiea under 
Paetor "Weyberg. 

After be had studied about a year, and bad pre- 
pared several sermons, he was induced to try his 
speaking gifts; which he did by preaching his first 
sermon, "at Frankfort, six miles from Philadel- 
phia," from Matt. xi. 28. His friends were pleased 
with hie effijrt, though he himself felt discouraged. 

After he had studied about a year and a half. 
Dr. Weyberg advised him to present himself for 
examination and licensure. He could not, bow- 
ever, immediately bring himself to agree to take 
this step. In the meantime, he became acquainted, 
in the city, with a certain judge, from Lebanon, Pa., 
-who had a eon to edacate, and who proposed that 
he ehonld accompany him home, and become pri- 
vate teacher in his family. Thie proposal fell in 
mth his desire; and, after obtaining the consent 
of Pastor Weyberg, he started with the judge, in 
hie private carriage, for Lebanon. Dr. Weyberg 
thought he could, by getting into the country, exeiv 
cise hims«lf in preaching, and thus become, in time, 
located as pastor. Having arrived in his new field 
of labor, he began his work in the family of the 
jadge; and found that the children, a son and a 
daughter, "truly needed education." The foolish 
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fondneas of the parents had so spoiled them, that 
ho found them hard to manage. While thus en- 
gaged in teaching, he also frequently preached for 
the German Reformed minister in that region. On 
account of the rudeness of the judge's children, he 
foand it impossible to remun therd long. During 
his stay here, he frequently visited Dr. Stoy, who 
was then practising medicine in Lebanon. At the 
house of Stoy he met with Otterbein, while on a 
visit to Stoy, with whom he had crossed the ocean 
in 1752. 

Otterbein took an interest in Stahlschmidt, and 
invited him to pay him a visit, in York, where be 
was then located as pastor, promising to aid him in 
procuring a situation of some idnd. He accepted 
the kind invitation; and, after a residence of six 
months with the judge, he bade the family a friendly 
farewell, and went to York. He remained with 
Mr. Otterbein six weeks, during which time he 
preached twice in town and once in the country. 
There seemed, however, no suitable opening for him 
in York. 

Dr. Hendel, who lived at Tulpebooken, was at 
that time serving a large district of churches in 
that re^on ; and it occurred to Mr. Otterbein that 
Mr. Stahlschmidt might get a sitnation with him, 
to assist him in preaching, and to instruct in his 
&mily. Hendel was written to on the subject, and 
the result was an invitation to Stahlschmidt to come 
immediately to Tuipehocken. This invitation he 
accepted, with much pleasure, as he had become 
acquainted with Dr. Uendel while he resided with 
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the judge, in Lebanon, and was highly pleased with 
him. He inentiona him, in hia Journal, aa "one 
of the beat preachers he had met in America." He 
preached fi-eqaently in Dr. Hendel'a congregations, 
and instructed his children; in which latter work 
he says he succeeded better than with the judge, 
"because here another Bpirit reigned." Here he 
felt at home. 

"While he lived at the honse of Dr. Hendel, he 
waB frequently elected as pastor by surrouoding 
congregations; but he always declined. In the 
latter part of the year 1774, the Kev. A. Helfen- 
stein, who was then minister at Qermantown, while 
on a visit to bis uncle, the judge, in Lebanon, was 
taken down with a long and severe Bickness. Mr, 
Stahlschmidt, who knew him in Philadelphia, fre- 
quently visited him ; and, at the earnest request of 
Mr. Helfenstein, he went to Germantown, on seve- 
ral occasions, and preached in his congregation. 
They were so pleased with him, that, in the begin- 
ning of the year 1775, when the congregation at 
Germantown became vacant, by Mr. Helfenstein's 
removal to Lancaster, they sent Mr. Stahlschmidt 
a unanimous and very pressing call. Mr. Helfen- 
stein himself in a very urgent letter,' urged its ac- 
ceptance upon him. He, with the greatest mo- 
desty, declined this call. Afterwards the congre- 
gation sent one of its deacons, aa a delegate, to 
urge the call upon him ; but he still declined. Dr. 
Weyberg, who was very anxious for him to accept, 
urged it strongly upon him ; yet he could not feel 
» Pilger-Reise, pp. 293-5. 
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himself qualified fur the post, aiid bo rcmaitied at 
Tulpehociken. 

About this time, Otterbein, of York, was called 
to Baltimore ; and the £«v. Mr. Waguer, who had 
Bcrved seven congregntiona lying aronnd York, wa^ 
called to take his place. Thus, these seven coDgie- 
gations which Mr. Wagner had served were vacant. 
At the earnest solicitation of Mr. "Wagner, Mr. 
Stahlschmidt consented to take charge of them. 
The Cotus met that year ia Beading, at which 
time he was examined ; and, after he had preached 
A trial sermon, on the text, 1 Cor. iii. 9, which had 
been assigned him, he was licensed, and the Rev. 
A. Helfenstein and Mr. Wagner were appointed to 
ordain him.' This was soon after done, ia York, 
in the presence of the officers and many of the 
members of the seven churches which constituted 
his charge. The congregations lying around York, 
that town was a central point; and hence he made 
that the place of his residence, going to his appoint- 
ments on horseback. 

Our pastor entered upon his work with spirit. 
He was courteous and charitable towards Christians 
of other denominations, and won the respect of all. 
Meantime, however, the war broke out. This 
brought with it great difficulties to the ministers 
of that time, owiug to the diflerence of sentiment 
which prevailed among the members. He himself 
was favorable to the Americans ; but some of hia 
members were in sympathy with the English. Such 
was the state of afiairs, that no one's sentiments 
■ Cotol Minutei, 1777. 
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could long be hidden. Aa eood, therefore, as lils 
views were known, he waa persecuted by those of 
the opposite side; and, though he was very prudent, 
yet troubles increased, till he began, at length, se- 
riously to think of resigoing hia charge, and of 
leaving the country, for a time. 

Pressed by these trials, and having a strong de- 
sire to see his parents and friends once more, he at 
length conclnded to visit his fatherland. After due 
preparation, he sailed from Baltimore, in August — 
the same month in which he had arrived — 1779, 
after he had been in this country nine years, "and 
tasted much bitter and sweet" On account of the 
war, they were detained three weeke in Chesapeake 
Bay, before they could pass out into the open sea. 
Circumstances made it necessaty for thtsm to sail . 
by way of the West Indies. They had several en- 
counters, on the wayj with English ships ; but got 
through without serious damage. They landed at 
St. Eustatius, one of the We^t India islands, where, 
after some detentiou, he went on board a Holland 
ship, Oct. 9, 1779. It proved a stormy and danger- 
ous voyage. They lost their masts, in a etorm, 
before they got fairly out into the open sea; be- 
sides, the captain was a very worthless man, and 
did not at all understand bis business. The ship 
was so much shattered, that they drew into the port 
of Portsmouth, to have it repaired-; but eo badly 
was it injured, that nothing could be done with it; 
and so our pastor had to take another ship for Am- 
sterdam, where, with a heart swelling with gratitude 
to God for His goodness, ha lauded is March, 17S0. 
Vol. II.— 24 
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In Amsterdam he soon leariietl, from friends, 
that hia parents were yet alive; and he immediately 
addressed a letter to them, informing them of his 
8afe arrival in Holland. Having had some businesa, 
from America, entrusted to his care, he had to re- 
main yet for some time in Am8terda;m. When this 
had been attended to, he left Amsterdam in the end 
of May, and arriveil at home in the beginning of 
June, 1780, having been absent over ten years. "I 
did not profess to he a minister," he says; "for.I 
knew that one who had not studied at the univer- 
sity, would not, in Europe, be acknowledged or 
respected as such. If, however, any one asked me 
whether I had been a minister in America, I always 
said yes; for I had in no way dishonored my office." 

He found, on his return home, that those awa- 
kened seals with whom he used to associate, had 
little good left among them. Some had followed 
erring spirits, some had been carried away by al- 
chemy, and the rest had lost all interest in religion. 
How often has this proved to be the end of fanati- 
cal separatism ! 

He spent the summer at home, only waiting for 
the end of the war, that he might return to Ame- 
rica; on which he was fully determined. In the 
fall, he paid a visit to his old friends at Solingen, 
Wald, Miihlheim, on the Ruhr, Eiberfeld, and Ban- 
nen, having been everywhere received with the 
greatest kindness. At the same time he bade these 
friends farewell, in view of hia expected return to 
America. He returned to spend the winter at home. 
In January, 1781, his lather died ; and his mother 
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followed him, in May, to the land of rest and peace. 
He wept over their graves with true, childlike afiec- 
tioD. 

Being solicited by an undo to live with him, he 
went thither in March, 1782. His uncle was en- 
gaged in manufacture, the business of which re- 
quired him to go to Ilolland three times each year. 
Hia leisure he employed in the library of his uncle, 
especially in the study of geography and history. 
He had before practised in the construction of 
globes; and he now made one three feet and one 
inch in diameter, on which he indicated Cook's 
three voyages of discovery. Up to this time, he 
fully intended, as soon as the war should come to 
a close, to return to America. Gradually, however, 
through the influence of friends, his purpose began 
to grow weaker, and he made np bis mind, at length, 
to remain in the fatherland ; continuing, np to the 
spriDg of 1787, to make his business trips to Hol- 
land, for his uncle. 

After he had made these business journeys to 
Holland for about four years, he became acquainted 
with a pious and very wealthy woman, who was 
charmed by his childlike piety, and became inte- 
rested in hira to such an extent, that she fixed on 
him an annuity sufficiently large to keep him free 
from care for life. This be received, as a favor of 
Providence, with grateful heart. She requested 
that he should pay her a visit once a year; which 
also he did, until she died, in 1793, in the eight- 
ieth year of her age, a most devoted Christian 
woman. 
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Id the Bpring of 1787, his uncle closed his tnai- 
Iteas. Being now again out of employ, and having 
no direct pecuniary need, he boarded with his friends, 
spent mnch of his time in reading and meditation, 
made some globes, and taught some classes in geo- 
graphy ; thus endeavoring to make himself useful. 
*' Above all, however, I desired earnestly to honor 
and serve Him who had hitherto led me so won- 
derfully, but, at the same time, in so blessed a 
way." 

Though he was never able to carry out his pur- 
pose of returning to the New "World, he continued 
to feel a warm interest in the ftiends he left in 
America, and ceased not to manifest an interest in 
the progress of pie^ in the German Reformed 
Church here. Ha corresponded with the Kev. Mr. 
Wagner and the Eev. Mr. Otterbein, for many 
years after his return to Europe. We find letters 
to Mr. Wagner, dated Elberfield, 1804.' In one he 
says: "The recollection of that country, and the 
friendship — especially also of yourself — which I 
there enjoyed, still awakens in my bosom new 
esteem and affection for that land, and the friends 
that dwell in it." 

In 1797 and 1798 he wrote an account of his life 
and travels, which, in 1799, was published at Nu- 
remberg, It is written in a series of sixty-two let- 
ters to a friend, containing, in all, 462 pages, with 
the title: "Die Pilger-Reise zu Wasser und za 
Land" — The Pilgrimage by Water and by Land. 

' See Ger. Ref. Measeoger, Feb. 24, 1841. 
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From this work, kindly furnished by the Kev. Dr. 
B. S. Schueck, we have drawn moat of the facta 
contained in this sketch of his life. 

During his last ycare, after bia retnm to Europe, 
he took au active part in the interests of the Ger- 
man Reformed Church, having lost all his youthful 
taste for fanatical separatiam. In the beginning of 
the year 1804, Mr. Wagner had given him an ac- 
count of an " unusual and very remarkable reli- 
gious excitement" which had for some time pre- 
vailed in this country, expressing his doubts as to 
its genuine character. In reply Mr. Stahlsehmidt 
says: "With the views you express I fully accord. 
I believe, with you, that spiiita are found frequently 
to mingle with such a work, which bear no resem- 
blance with the Spirit of Christ ; and that it is the 
part of wisdom and safety not to attach undue 
weight to theae things, because the consequences 
are not always most desirable. We must wait and 
see whether these trees, which have been so greatly 
shaken, will, in time, come to bring forth good 
fruit. If this be the case, then the tree also ia 
good." Had thia plain rule of our Saviour been 
tinderBtood by him, in hie earlier life, it would 
have saved him much religious dreaming, and kept 
him from many strange wanderings. Coming from 
him in old age, as the result of much experience, 
it is worthy of being deeply pondered by all such 
as are disposed to believe and follow every apirit, 
because it speaks piously, and promises much in 
the way of extraordinary piety. 



dt, Google 



282 FATHBK8 07 THE BBFOBMBD CHUaCH. 

He now Bees, in the regolar church organizatious, 
in their worship, and in their ministiy, more good 
than he had done when, in fais yonth, he had heen 
hlinded by religious eentimentaliBni. His piety now 
finds its home in the Church, instead of allaiiDg 
him away from it. "With onr ministers here," 
he writes, " I am on the most cordial terms ; and 
they are men who have the salvation of souls truly 
at heart. "We have also established a missionaiy 
society here, of which they are members. Perhaps 
we may yet, during the present year, send you some 
of onr publications, which have been scattered 
Hironghout all Germany." 

It is said that he was a faithful laborer in the 
cause of Bible and tract distribution, to the end of 
his life. The precise time of his death we have not 
been able to ascertain. A friend of onrs, to whom 
we wrote several times on the subject, was not able 
to collect any facts pertaining to the closing part 
of his life. 

It seems, however, he did not remain at Eiber- 
field, but afterwards removed to Western Germany. 
The last notice we have of him is in the album or . 
autograph-book of the Rev. James Reily, who paid 
him a visit when he travelled in Germany, in be- 
half of the Theological Seminary. He wrote ia 
Mr. Reily's Album, under date October 26th, 1825, 
as follows : "Job. Christian Stahlschmidt efaemaliger 
Prediger in Amerika, wohne zu Saam bei Miil- 
heim." He was now in the eig^ty-flixth year of 
his age. The record is made by a tremnknis hand, 
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witnessing the feebleneas of decIiniDg life, and indi- 
cating that the pilgrim had nearly reached "the 
scene which ia his last." 

What aa eventful life ! He has, do doabt, years 
ago hid adiea to this scene of his earthly pilgrim- 
age. We hare no donbt, from the way be traveUed, 
that he has safely reached the home and rest of the 
weaty, in the eternal Balem on high. 
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REV. JOHN WILLIAM BUNKBL. 

1749 — 1S82. 

Amoho the devoted men who labored in the min- 
istry of the German Reformed Church in America, 
there are few whose lives were more intensely active 
and strangely eventful than that of Mr. Kunket. 
Hia life and lahors belong largely to the last, as 
well as to the present century ; thus formiug an 
interesting connecting link between the recollec- 
tions of the present and the traditions of the past. 

John William Kunkel, son of Wendel Runkel, 
and Jnlia Ann, hie wife, whose maiden name was 
"Wertzel, was born in Oberengelheim, in the Pala- 
tinate, April 28th, 1749. There also his early youth 
was spent, and there be was religiously instructed, 
and received, by confirmation, into full communion 
vi-ith the Church, When he was about fifteen years 
of age, his lather emigrated, with his &mily, into 
this country, brining this son with him. They 
arrived safely in Philadelphia, October lat, 1764. 
On the 5th of June, 1770, Mr. Runkel was married 
to Catharine Nies, who came to this country with 
her parents, 1763, and died in Emmettsbarg, Md., 
August 12th, 1820. 
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Being piously disposed, and anxious to employ 
his talents in doing good, his attention was turned, 
not long after his marriage, towards the holy mia- 
iatry. About th« year 1774 he began to take pri- 
vate iDStructions from eeveral ministers ; and, com- 
bining zeal and industry with good natural talents, 
he waa soon prepared to render himself useful as a 
religious teacher, and his services were anxiously 
sought. 

In the Minutes of Cotus, assembled at Reading, 
April 28th and 29th, 1777, we read : "The congre- 
gations in Shippensburg, Carlisle, Lower Settle- 
ment, and Humraelstown, made application for the 
examination and ordination of one named Eunkel, 
in order that he might become their minister. 
Whereas, Mr. Eunkel has already received instruc- 
tion, for several years, from different ministers, 
has also manifested his zeal in the holy service, 
and has, moreover, a good testimony, as well from 
ministers as from the congregations who desire him 
as their pastor, and since these congregations are 
located very fer from us, so that they can be but 
seldom visited — it was resolved, that Mr. Eunke! 
be examined, and, if he render satisfaction in this 
respect, -he shall be sent to these congregations, as 
catechist." The examination -was satisfactory, and 
he was accordingly sent to this charge for a year; 
other ministers having been appointed, meanwhile, 
to administer the sacraments in his charge, until 
he shall receive ordination. This filled him with 
joy. "Blessed be' God," he says, in his Journal, 
"who h^ given me grace to witness a good con- 
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feesion, before many witnesses. I obtained also a 
written license to preach." 

Whilst he was yet pursuing hie studies, he already 
preached occasionally in this field. We find men- 
tion , made, in his Joaroal, of hw preaching at 
Trendies, Carlisle, Shippensborg, Longsdorff'e, and 
Hunimelstown, as early ae December, 1776. 

On the 30th of July, 1778, he was ordained to 
the holy ministry, in Carlisle, by the Rev. Dr. 
Hendel and the Rev. Danie! Wagner; the latter 
preaching the sermon, on Isaiah Ivii. 19, to a great 
crowd of people, who had collected to witneBS the 
Bolemnities. Mr. Eunkel himself was deeply affected 
and impressed on the occasion. 

Mr. Rnnkel kept a regular Journal through the 
whole period of his ministry, in which he carefully 
noted where and on what subjects he preached, 
and in what language — for he preached in English 
as well as German — giving also any interesting cir- 
cumstances and incidents that came in his way, as 
well as interesting reflections and exercises of hie 
own mind. We shall somewhat follow the general 
course of this Journal, in our sketch of his life; 
since, in this way, we can best give the reader 
some idea of his extraordinary industry and zeal. 

1777.— On the 24th of May, he preached for the 
last time at Trendies, on account of difficulties 
which arose, and hindered his ministry there. In 
this year hla field extended over Cumberland and 
part of York counties, the lower part of Daupbiu, 
the whole of Lebanon, and all of Lancaster north 
of the city. Farts of this field were occupied, a^, 
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for instance, Lebanon and affiliated congregations; 
but, going around these, he visited, once a month, 
all the vacant churches scattered over this territory. 
Ho often held Bervice also in private bouses. In 
this year he preached over 200 sermons, and tra- 
velled about 1500 miles. He also makes mentioD 
of numerous visits to persons siek and in distress. 
Besides, be beld freijuent catechizations with the 
youTig. This is a pretty fair specimen of bis labors 
in this field, from year to year, as his Journal shows, 

1781. — In this year he was called to the Lebanon 
charge, vacated by the death of the Rev. Mr. Bu- 
cher. The call was laid before Cotus, and, "inas- 
much as Mr. Eunkel is willing to accept the call, 
and it appears that he can serve this charge with- 
out detriment to his other congregations, the call 
was confirmed."' The same year, Donegal, which 
had also been served by Mr. Bucher, was added to 
bis charge. He refers to a Mr. Eepass, who was a 
vagrant minister, and who created distiirhance in 
the congregation in Schafterstown, which led to Mr, 
Ennkel's withdrawal irom that church. The same 
man endeavored to create strife at Maytown, by 
flecking to turn the people against meetings of 
prayer; but did not succeed. 

1782. — In this year he ceased preaching to the 
congregations in the northeast of Lancaster county, 
his field having grown too large for him. On one 
occasion, in the spring of this year, when travelling 
alone, he was suddenly taken very sick, on the 
banks of the Susquehanna. There was no person 
■ Ci>lal Minutes, 1782. 
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or dwelliDg near him. He believed himself to be 
dying, and RubmiBBively resigned himself into the 
hands of God, witli the prayer that, if it was His 
will, he might be restored. After lying on the 
earth for some time, he recovered, and was able to 
go ott his way. Oa the 7th of May, he removed, 
with his family, to Lebanon; but continued to 
visit Carlisle, and other points west of the river. 

1783, — On the 23d of June, he began again to 
preach in Schafferstown. September 18th, he ceased 
preaehiDg at the Host Church, on account of diffi- 
culties which arose to hinder the free course of hie 
ministry; otherwise, he labored on as before. 

1784.— January 27th, his son John died. This 
event affected bim deeplj-. "0 Lord !" he exdums, 
"didst Thou indeed strike the child, and save the 
parents. W^e feel the painful strokes, but let them 
work for our good." 

On the 15th of July he received an invitation to 
visit Frederick, Maryl&nd, and preach on trial, with 
a view to his becoming pastor there. He accord- 
ingly went ; and he preached, on the 18th, in the 
morning and afternoon, "to the largest congrega- 
tion he ever preached to." The next day he 
preached in Tannytown. On the 11th of August 
he received a call from Frederick. It was brought 
to him by a delegate, who stated to him that the 
■whole congregation, with only a few exceptions, 
were in favor of him as their pastor. He accepted 
the call. 

After he had preached his farewell sermons in all 
Ilia congregations, except Lebanon, he and his wife 
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were both taken with a severe attack of fever, which 
continued nine weeks. On the 14th of November, 
he preached bis farewell sermon in Lebanon ; and 
left, on the next day, to enter his new field of labor, 
in Frederick. 

Thus closed his zealoas ministry, of about eight 
yeare, in this wide-spread and laborions field. His 
zeal, and earnest and constant insisting on vital 
piety, did not fiiil to awaken macb opposition 
against him and his ministry, on which account 
also he suffered oonsiderable persecution. Though 
macb aeed fell npon thorns, which sprang up and 
choked it, yet much also feil upon good ground, 
which brought forth much fruit onto life everlaaf^ 
ing. From a statement in his Journal, it appears 
that, during the period of his labors in this field, 
he travelled, in pursuit of his callicg, 18,316 miles. 

He arrived in Frederick, still weak from his late 
sickness, and very much fatigued from the toils and 
cares of moving ; so that he did not preach on the 
first Sabbath after his arrival. On the 28th of No- 
vember, still feeble, he assembled the congregation, 
and delivered an address, for their edification, in 
which he touchingly referred to his predecessor, 
the Rev. Mr. Henop, who had gone to his rest and 
reward in heaven. The effort was too nTuch for his 
yet feeble constitution, and he took a relapse. He 
waa able, however, on the 5th of December, to 
preach his introductory sermon, which he did, from 
Heb. xiii. 17. 

On the 29th, a congregational meeting was called, 
for the purpose of electing a Bchoolmaster; whicb 
Vol. n.— 25 
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he Opened with prayer, and an appropriate address. 
It aeemsthat, in tbiB election, there were two parties; 
and when, in the result, one party was defeated, 
Bueh a scene of confusion followed, that Mr.Runkel 
wept for Borrow over the weaknesses of the people, 
and the unchristian spirit which they exhibited. 

1785. — Mr. Buakel was not long in Frederick, 
till he extended his field of labor. Such was his 
spirit, that he ever desired to possess the land 
around him. On the 28th of March, he commenced 
preaching at Rocky Hill ; on the 6th of April, in 
Middletown ; and, on the 22d, in the Glades, Short 
Hill, and Manor. In the beginning of May, the 
Cotus met in Heading, which he attended ; and, on 
the way, he visited and preached to his former con- 
gregations in Pennsylvania. Soon after his return, 
impelled by his ardent missionary spirit, he made a 
preaching tour to Sharpsburg, Maryland, and to 
Martinsburg, Winchester, Newtown, "Woodstock, 
Esedor'a church, Frieden's church, and Hoerneber- 
ger's church, near the Shenandoah river, in Virginia. 
He left home on the 30th of August, and returned 
on the 15th of September. During the year 1786, 
Mr. Runkel's labors were carried forward in & 
similar manner. 

1787. — Though Mr. Eunkel was not without some 
enemies, yet his ministry went forward without many 
difficulties, for the first several years. In 1787 some 
trouble arose in the Kocky Hill chnrch, about two 
miles east of Woodsboro', Maryland. He complains 
of a Mr. Giesy,' who, he says, ingratiated himself 
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with his opponents, and offered to preach for them. 
The difficulties increased to such an extent, that he 
thought, at one time, of withdrawing ; meanwhile, 
however, Mr. Gicsy himself left that part of the 
conntrj ; and, after Mr. Kunket visited the leaders 
of the diaafi'ected party, the troubles measurably 
abated. 

In the same year, troiibleB arose in the congrega- 
tion at Short Hill, London county, Tirginia. One 
day he received a note, informing him that the 
church would no longer be opened for him; never- 
theless, he filled his appointment, preaching before 
the door of the church. Sometime afterwards he 
received another notice, warning him not to come 
on the church ground. He came again, however, 
to bis appointment ; and, going across the line, he 
preached under the trees. These notices he calls 
"Gadarene notices," in allusion to the statement in 
the Gospels, where the Gadarenes bade our Saviour 
depart out of their coasts. The congregation then 
invited the Kev. Mr. "Weymer, of Hagerstown, to 
preach for them ; whereupon Mr. Runkel wrote to 
Mr. Weyraer, requesting him not to grant their re- 
quest. Mr. Kunkel complains that Mr. "Weymer 
not only imprudently preached for them, but even 
read hia letter, from the pulpit, to the people, thus 
"carrying wood to the fire." Mr. Eunkel expresses 
his deep regret that Mr. Otterbein also sided with 
his enemies at Short Hill. 

In the same year, 1787, the Rev. Mr. Schneider, 
£rom Albany, came to Frederick, ostensibly with 
a view of collecting money to build a church. Mr. 
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Rnnkel received hira kindly, and introdnced him, 
by permitting him to preach in his congregations. 
He made uae of the kindness thne ehown him, to 
become acquainted with Mr. Eunkel'a enemies, and 
secretly plied every means to drive him away, that 
he might take his place. Things went bo far, that 
the party created hy Mr. Schneider, without the 
knowledge of Mr. Itunkel and bis friends, sent a 
petition to Cbtus, requesting that such a change of 
pastors might be efteeted. The petition, however, 
came too late; Cotus had adjourned. After this 
failure, Mr. Schneider left, for a time; but after- 
wards returned, and, in a secret way, renewed hia 
efforts. During the several following years, bis 
labors and bis troubles were of the same style. 

On the 20th of May, 1790, a congregational 
meeting was held in Frederick, to appoint a dele- 
gate to Cotus. Here bis enemies turned out in all 
their strength, declaring that they would have, at 
all hazards, another pastor; but the consistory being 
all friends of Mr, Runkel, they could accomplish 
nothing. His opponents requested Mr. Gunkel to 
leave the meeting, hoping to influence, in his ab- 
sence, a majority against him. Mr. Runkel left the 
meeting, but they failed in their attempts. After 
this, they filed charges against him, and sent them 
to Cotua ; but, not attaching any signatures to the 
paper, the anonymous chaises, of course, received 
no attention. Thus the matter rested for the pre- 
sent 

In the same year, he mentions several places 
where Reformed congregations exi8ted,""but are 
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now lost to the Church;" as, for instance, Linge- 
nore, about five milea northeast of Frederick; 
Liberty, near Frederick; and Williarasport, near 
Hageratown. On the 9th of April, he preached in 
the court-honae, in Pendleton county (Little Forks), 
Virginia. On the 20th he preached in Millerstowu 
(Woodstock), where he mentions the Rev. Mr. Willy 
as among his auditors. June 6th, Cotus met in 
Faulkner Swamp ; at which time the church, which 
etill stands, was consecrated. The Eev. Mr. Hen- 
del preached the dedicatory sermon in the morn- 
ing; and, in the afternoon, another sermon was 
delivered by the Rev. Mr. Blamer. On the 7th, 
the Rev. Nicholas Pomp preached the Cotal ser- 
mon. He mentions that, at this meeting, two ap- 
plicants for licensure appeared, Mr. Stock and J. 
Rahauser. July 28tb he complains that the Revds. 
Gutiog and Otterbein made an efibrt to draw away 
from him the disaffected party at Short Hill, Vir- 
ginia. About this time he commenced catechising 
in Hagerstown, Maryland, which was then vacant; 
ill which work he was assisted by a schoolmaster, 
Mr. Meyer. He afterwards administered the Holy 
Supper there, to fifty communicants. 

1791. — ^In the latter part of this year, Mr. Runkel 
made a tour to Lancaster, Philadelphia, Reading, 
and Lebanon, preaching at all of these places. On 
the 5th, 6th, and 7th of September, we find him off 
at the Blue Ridge, Hackville, and Steinberger'a 
church; on the 8th and 9th, in Staanton, at John's 
church, and Frieden's church, in Virginia ; od the 
11th, he held communion, in the latter place, with' 
25* 
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ten commnnicaDts ; on the 12th, he preached at 
Bseder'B church, to a number of hearers; on the 
14th, he preached at Staafferstown ; left thero at 
five o'clock, and arrived at Newtown at eight. 
Here he speaks favorably of an English minister, 
Mr. Legrand, who assisted him in the services. On 
the 22d and 23d of October, ho administered con- 
firmation and communion at Mr. Wolff's, in the 
barn, it being very cold at the time. 
- 1792.— On the 3d of May, we find him in Tnlpe- 
hocken, with the Rev. Mr. Wagner; thence he went 
to the meeting of Cotus, in Philadelphia, on the 
Qth and 7th of May. In June he paid a visit to 
Cumberland county. He favorably mentions Jonas 
Rnpp, where he met with the Rev. Jonathan Ra- 
hauser, who was about becoming pastor at Hagers- 
tpwn, Maryland. On the 3d of September he 
started upon his southern tour, through the Valley 
of Virginia; returning again on the 15th, having 
meanwhile preached in fifteen difierent churches. 

1793. — January 12th he complains of some per- 
sons, holding Mr. Otterbein's views, who made an 
attempt to draw "the religious portion o£ his mem- 
bers away from the church," On the 18th a dea- 
con informed him that there was a party in his 
charge "secretly working in opposition to the 
truth." On the 29th he received twenty-nine new 
membei-s into the church, at Frederick, by confir- 
mation. On the 23d of April he left home to at- 
tend the meeting of Ciitus, in Lancaster; passing 
through Hanover, York, Elizabethtown, Raphe, 
aod Ma&heim. On the 25th of May he started on 
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a northweetem tour. He preached in Ilageretown, 
Deuscher's church, Cbambersburg, and SbippeDO- 
bnrg, and returned on the Slst. On tbe 13th of 
June, a rainy day, he preached at Short Hill, in 
Mr. Heckman's bouse. On the 13th he adminis- 
tered tbe communion, at Middletown, to seventy- 
seven commuDicantB. 

1794. — On tbe 2d of January tbe cburcb reckon- 
ing took place at Frederick; on which occasion 
the Schneider party rallied again, with more fierce- 
ness and determination than ever. They declared 
that they would take possession of the church by 
force, which they also did — a portion of them lite- 
rally encamping in it for days and nights, provided 
with all kinds of moat nnevangelical weapons! 
The details of this strife are painful — we mention 
merely enough to horrify the reader forever at the 
idea of participating in such scenes. Mr. Runkel 
and bis friends withdrew, and held service in tbe 
school-house, for the time. 

Soon after, Mr. Itunkel had occasion to make a 
visit to Virginia. During his absence, tbe Schneider 
party proposed a reconciliation, on condition that 
another pastor should be procured. The consistory 
was baiting between two opinions, whether to ac- 
cept or not. When Mr. Runkel returned, on the 
13th, and was informed of the propositioo, he 
called a meeting of his friends, in the school-house. 
The bouse being too small, not more than half 
could get in, Mr. Hunkel stood under the door, 
and publicly said, that what he had declared three 
years ago, before Cotus, ho now repeated, namely, 
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that he would withdraw from the charge, if they 
would elect a miuister who stood in couuectiou 
with Cotue. Schneider was an independent, hav- 
ing no ecclesiastical connection whatever; and Mr. 
Runkel desired to save the congregation from his 
irregular ministry. At that meeting a paper was 
drawn up, disapproving of the course ofthe Sclmei- 
der party, and declaring their adherence to their 
regular pastor ; which all signed. On Good Friday 
he confirmed thirty-four persons, and on Easter 
adoiimetered the Holy Communion to sixty mem- 
bers. The number of additions show that, even 
in these troublous times, his ministry was blessed. 
In June be attended Cotus, in Heading. On the 
12th of September be made a short southern tour, 
of six days, to Woodstock, Staufferstown, Newtown, 
Winchester, and Krum's church. 

The troubles in the Frederick congregation still 
continued, through several successive years. In 
1795 Synod sent a communication to the congre- 
gation, sustaining Mr. Runkel. The Schneider 
pariy still held possession of the church. The 
matter, meanwhile, had been taken to court, and 
was at length decided in favor of Mr. Bunkel and 
the congregation, February 15th, 1800. The court 
issued a peremptory mandamus to the Schneider 
party, directing them to lead Mr. Runkel ioto the 
church. Valentine Brunner was appointed to per- 
form this humiliating duty. He came io the house 
of Mr. Eunkel, in company with the consistory, 
took his arm, led him to the church, opened it, 
gave him the keys, and all entered, aud joyfully 
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took possession of their old rights. Mr, Eunkel 
entered the palpit, gave out a hyran, which was 
sung, affer which he prayed, pronotniced the bene- 
diction, and, descending, gave the keys to the con- 
sistory. Thus ended this long ecclesiastical war, 
in favor evidently of the right. 

In 1799 he mentions having buried, on the 11th 
of January, Melchoir Geisser, of Middletown, aged 
110 years. He also refers to the fact that, during 
the Synod, which met at York on the 9th of May, 
1800, the new church at York was coneeerated; 
and the Eev. Mr, Pauli preached the consecration 
sermon, in the morning, and the Rev. Mr. Otter- 
bein preached iu the afternoon. The old church 
had been destroyed by fire, three years before. 

1801. — In February he was taken with a severe 
spell of sickness, which lasted five weeks. Other- 
wise, his life and labors ran in the same channel as 
before. 

On the 1st of March, 1 802, he went to visit the 
Germantown congregation, on invitation. He 
preached for them in both languages. Pleasing 
the people, they immediately elected him as their 
pastor. He accepted their call, returned to Fre- 
derick, preached his farewell sermons, and, on the 
1st of April, removed to Germantown. 

Here, as elsewhere, he soon extended his labors 
beyond his immediate charge. He preached in 
J'raTikfort, Whiteraarsh, Barren Hill, and other 
places. In Frankfort he preached regularly. He 
also made frequent tours to more distant places. 
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He labored at Gcrmantowti till the middle of Ko- 
vember, 1805. 

Oil invitation, he had visited the indepeodeDt 
German Eeformed Church on Forsyth street, Kew 
York, on the 26th of May, and accepted a call 
Boon after extended to him. In November of that 
year, he removed to New York, He states that the 
congregation was very much scattered, when he 
came into it as pastor. He introduced prayer- 
meetings, which were held twice a week — once in 
English, and once in German. "While there, he 
preached frequently in the almshouse. In 1807 he 
purchased a house, and moved into it. July 24th, 
by request of the vestry of the Lutheran church, 
in New York, he preached the funeral sermon of 
the Eev. John Kunze, D.D., to a large assembly, 
from Daniel xii. 3. 

In the latter part of August, 1809, he made a 
tour of visitation "to the ministers and congrega- 
tions up North liiver." He landed first, in the 
night of the 25th, "at Governor Lewis's landing, 
at "Wittenberg." "After landing, this morning, I 
procured a wagon to take me to Mr. Battenberg, 
at Ehinebeck Flats, where I arrived about- nine 
o'clock. From this I started, at four o'clock in the 
afternoon, in company with Mr. Battenberg, his 
wife, and daughter, and arrived at Conrad Lesher's, 
at the camp. Here we were cordially received, and 
treated well. I found that the family worship I, 
conducted here made a good impression on the 
family. God grant it may be lasting!" The 
next day they went to the Rev. Mr. Fuch'e, for 
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whom be preached. He was not favorably im- 
pressed with the state of piety in this place. "It 
is much to be lamented," he saya, "that so little 
life is found among these people." He also visited 
a Rev. Mr. TJbl, a Lutheran minister. I£e then 
proceeded to visit the Rev. Mr. Gebhardt. *' After 
my fellow-travellers bad rested for a while, they 
returned borne. I stayed at Mr. Gebhardt's until 
Wednesday morning. During my stay I was kindly 
treated. Mr. Gebhardt was pastor of the New York 
German Reformed congregation but a short time. 
The Revolutionary War giving the British troops 
opportunity to land in New York, Mr. Gebhardt 
went into the country; and, being called to Clave- 
rack congregation, be has continued ever since to 
be pastor of that church. He seems to bo a mild 
kiud of a man; but I fear, as liLtle life appears 
vi'ith him and his family, things must be in a dark 
situation in his congregation. Lord Jesus ! thou 
prince of life, grant that the ministers may be 
made alive to God, that their hearers may also 
be made alive." 

"It is somewhat singular," he goes on, "that, as 
none of both the above-named ministers are united 
to the Low Dutch Classis, notwithstanding the 
Olassis havQ solicited a union: they have also no 
inclination of forming a connection with the Ger- 
man Synod in the United States, nor do they feel 
willing that we should meet together annually, as 
members of that Synod. I have endeavored to 
press them to a measure of this kind." It appears 
that his idea was to form, with them, a kind of 
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Ciassia there; and, in that way, to bring them to 
act in conoeetioa with the Synod. He returned 
safely to New York on the Slst, bleseing God for 
his protection, and praying that hia visit might be 
ble9sed to all with whom he had held intercourse. 

In November, 1809, he mentions that a strife 
commenced in his congregation, in regard to a 
church debt, with ^vhich the largest party associated 
him, in the way of blame. This resulted in their 
locking up the church, in December. Those who 
adhered to Mr. Hunkel rented Bose Street Aca- 
demy, and held worship there. The Rev. Mr. 
Dreyer, who had shortly before como in from Ger^ 
many, was called by the party who held the church. 
The matter of this strife was brought before Synod, 
who both declined having anything to do with the 
affair, and also to receive Mr. Dreyer as a member 
of Synod. Mr. Bunkel continued preaching in 
New York till the middle of May, 1812. On the 
15th of June he "embraced the seasonable oppoi^ 
tunity, before tlie dangers of war approached New 
York," to remove to Germantown. 

The Rev. Mr, Wack having been elected pastor 
of the Germantown church, in December of that 
year, Mr. Runkel, that he might not interfere with 
Mr. "Wack, did not preach in town. He preached, 
however, at "Whitemarsh, Rising Sun, Barren Hill, 
and such other places as were vacant, and within 
hia reach. In Februaiy he made a tour into Berks 
and Lebanon counties, preaching frequently. He 
also mentions that he visited his sister, the wife of 
Peter Faust, holding service there in the evening. 
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He alao visited Maryland during this year, Mr. 
Kunkel continued at Germantown, preaching in 
the region around, and making occasional excur- 
sions to distant places, for several years. 

In July, 1815, he visited the charge then com- 
posed of Gettysburg, Emmettsfaprg, and Tanny- 
town ; from which he afterwards received arid ac- 
cepted a call. The next Synod approved and con- 
firmed this call. His residence, while serving this 
charge, was at Emmettsburg. February 23(1 and 
24th, 1817, he mentions that extraordinary snow- 
storm, which many aged persons still well remem- 
ber. It began on Sabbath afternoon, soon after he 
closed the services at Apple's church. "Aftsr ser- 
mon, I went home with Mr. Miller. A snow-storm 
commenced, and continued all night, to such a de- 
gree, that I had to cover my face, all night, against 
the snow falling on my head and face. 24th. The 
storm still continuing, and snow drifting so much 
that it prevented me from starting for home. I 
endeavored to be useful in the family. 25th. This 
morning old Mr. Miller started with me for home. 
But the snow, in drifting, filled the lanes to that 
degree, that we had to open fences. After pro- 
ceeding four miles, at the widow Shover's, I left 
Mr. Miller to return, and obtained Mr. "Weller to 
accompany mo the rest of the way, through fields, 
etc. ; so that I arrived at home in the afternoon, 
and found the family well. Praise the Lord !" 

T'rom May 10th to June 20th, 1818, being now 
in .the seventieth year of his age, he was prevented 
from attending to his public duties, by an attack of 
Vol. II.— 26 
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rheumatism ; at which we cannot wonder, when 
we consider the many toils and severe exposures 
of his life. 

In 1819 he was prevented by illness irom attend- 
ing Synod. April 80th he attended the first meet- 
iDg of Maryland ClaBsis, in Frederick, preached 
the classical sermon, and was elected president. 
In Jane he organised Sunday-schoola, and after^ 
wards often attended them himsel£ September 
2d he preached his &rewell sermon in Tannytown. 
He also now ceased preaching at Emmettsbatg 
and Apple's church, and moved to Gettyebai;g. 
September 24th he met the first Delegate Synod at 
HagerstowD, Maryland! 

On a very cold day, March 18tb, 1821, as he was 
riding home, towards Gettysburg, his horse fell, 
and he was badly hart. He lay for some time on 
the ground, unable to rise. He recovered &om the 
shock, however, and preached the same day. Sep- 
tember the 8th he became a member of the Tract 
Society, and received forty tracts for distribution, 
in which he greatly delighted. On his way home 
from the Synod, which met at Beading, he visited 
Harrisburg, and speaks highly of Judge Bucher, Sen. 
* May 12th, 1822, in the seventy-fourth year of hia 
age, he speaks of difficulties commencing in the 
congregation in Gettysburg. In December he 
alludes to the same troubles as increasing. "They 
arose, it seems, from a movement, on the part of 
the Lutherans, towards having the church incorpo- 
rated. April 26tb, 1823, Classis met in Gettysburg; 
and, in his parochial report, he submits himself to 
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the judgment of Claaaia, proposing to withdraw 
from the service of the charge, as booq as they 
shall elect another pastor. He was soon afterwards 
relieved from the charge, hy the election of the 
Rev. D. Bossier, in Gettysburg, and Mr. Wiestling, 
a deposed minister, at Mark's chnrch. Mr. Itankel 
was pastor of Gettysburg charge for a period of 
seven years. After his official relation with the 
chaise ceased, he continued to preach wherever he 
was invited. He makes mention of Amdt's church, 
aa a place where he preached; also frequently in 
Gettysburg, Emmettshurg, Mark's church, and at 
funerals through the country, in 1824. 

In Jane, 1824, he took a tour, in a_one-hor8e 
carriage, accompanied by a colored boy as driver, 
to Harrisburg. Then visited Mrs. Margaret Wag- 
ner, his sister, who was sick. Thence to Lebanon, 
where he visited the Eevda. Hiester and Ernst 
Thence to Womraeladorf. Then visited his sister 
(no doubt Mrs. Fauat), whose husband fell from his 
horse, and broke hia neck, a few days before he ar- 
rived ! Thence he went to Reading, to attend to 
some business, and intended to proceed to German- 
town, to see hia son; but was prevented, by his 
horse becoming unfit for further travelling. He 
reached home safely on the 26th, "having travelled 
nearly 200 miles in six days, overbad roads." "May 
the Lord make us truly thanl^ful, and bless my en- 
deavors in speaking for Him wherever opportunity 
offered. Although I became unwell, from fatigue, 
yet I am recovering again. Lord! help me to be 
useful to my last momenta ! Amen." 
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He still preached in varions places, as before. 
He met with Synod at Frederick, 1826. In 182T, 
in his seventy-ninth year, he preached three titnee, 
attended three funerals, and met with Synod at 
York, for the last time. In 1828 he attended five 
funerals. In 1829 he preached once in the Presby- 
terian church, and attended three funerals. In 1830 
he preached once, in German, in Gettysburg, and 
attended three funerals. On the 28th of April, we 
find the last entry he made in his Journal. Here 
the pilgrim laid down his pen, with the words: 
"Bis hieher hat mich der Herr gebracht^ das ich 
daa 82 Jahr meiues Altera voUendet habe. Here 
mach mich fertig fur eine bessere Welt. Amen !" 

Mr. Euukel yet lived over two years after the 
close of his Journal. His end, which he long joy- 
fully awaited, at length came. He died in Gettys- 
burg, in peace and hope, Kovember the 5th, 1832, 
in the eighty-fourth year of his age. He is buried 
by the side of his wife, in the graveyard in Em- 
mettsborg, where a tombstone, with the following 
inscription, marks bis grave : 

" In Memory 

of the Revd. William Ruakel, 

a native of QeTtnanj ; 

who died Not. 5th, 1832, 

in the 84th year of his age." 

"I know that mj Redeemer liveth." 

Joh sii. 25. 

Mr, Kunkel had seven children, only one of 
whom is stiil living, John Eunkel, M. D., of Gettys- 
burg, Pa., now an aged man. He also served a 
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while in the miniBtry, in early Hfe, as assistaDt of 
hia father, in Qermantown and New York ; and 
was a great favorite of his father, who often ap- 
provingly refers to him. He afterwards lefl the 
ministry for the medical profession, and is a highly 
respectahle man, as well as a HucceBsful physician. 

Mr. Bunkel was a man of strong phy»cal con- 
stitution, tall and rawboned in person. He had 
great power of endurance; and few lives have 
worn so long, amid such constant and intense 
labor. He was very venerable and patriarchal in 
his appearance, in old age. In temper he wae 
somewhat excitable; which, whilst it was an ad- 
vantage to him, in making him warm and earnest 
in his preaching, was, at the same time, also a dis- 
advantage, in bringing him sometimes into colli- 
sion with others. He was extraordinarily zealous, 
and his own ardent spirit occasionally betrayed him 
into censoriousness towards others who moved more 
slowly in their work. A true "son of thunder," he 
sometimes failed, perhaps, to appreciate fully the 
merits of sueh ministers as were only "sons of 
consolation." 

To this, no doubt, may be traced some of the 
troubles of his life, thongb not all. He was in ad- 
vance of his age. He fearlessly and feithfdlly re- 
proved the wickedness of the times, Sabbath break- 
ing, drnnkenneas, profanity, and sueh like. "His 
zeal," says the Eev, Jacob Zeigler, truly, "was 
beyond ihe spiritual state of the Church in that 
day. By many he seems to have been regarded as 
a fiinatic ; hut, had be lived till now, he would be 
26* 
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looked npoQ bb a devoted and faithful minister, 
who goes in and ont before hie people in the spirit 
and power of Eliaa."' His perBecutions were, in 
many cases, truly for righteousness' sake ; though, 
in some instances, truth requires us to say, whilst 
harmless as a dove, he perhaps failed to he wise 
aa a serpent, by awaking opposition in a way which 
conld not well answer a good end. He loved per- 
secation, and sometimes, perhaps, like the ancient 
martyrs, impatient of its coming, sought it. 

Mr. Eunkel's preaching was always interesting 
and impressive, full of evangelical truth, apt illus- 
tration, and warm, affectionate appeals. Though 
ebarp and severe, he was by no means destitute 
of tenderness and mildness. He was fond of 
children, and he ever manifested much sympathy 
towards the suffering in mind and body. Nume- 
rous instances are mentioned, in his Journal, of 
visits to persons in a melancholy state of mind, 
la such he took a deep and affectionate interest, 
and he was a favorite with this class, all over the 
land. He also took great care to visit prisoners, 
especially snch as were sentenced to death. There 
was no one of this class executed, in his time, in 
any of the surrounding counties, that he did not 
visit, often travelling far for that purpose. We 
give only one of the numerous records of the kind, 
in his Journal. 

' We here cheerfally acknowledge the kind assistance ren- 
dered na, in this sketch, hy the Rev. Jacob Ziegler nod Prof. 
StoeTcr, of Qettyshurg; db also that of Dr. John Rnnkel, who, 
with much modesty, but with true politeness, granted ua tba 
use of his father's papers. 
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"June 5, 1778. To-day I accompanied a poor 
sinner, by the name of Thomas Croutcli, to the 
place of execution, in Eeading. I came to town at 
ten o'clock in the morning, just as they led him 
forth from prison. I epoke with him the whole 
way, and found him not only penitent, but also 
desiring the grace of God. At the place of execu- 
tion,! Bang part of theSletaud 32d psalms; prayed 
with him several times, and he also prayed without 
ceasing. Ko was very willing to die, and departed 
with the greatest composure. The number of 
spectators was more than I had ever seen together 
at one time. that this scene might prove a 
warning to all secure sinners!" 

Mr, Runkel was a constant friend of the true 
order of the Church ; of which we have already 
mentioned several striking instances. Perhaps no 
one was more regular in his attendance upon the 
judicatories of the Church, or took a deeper inte- 
rest in them. Though regarded by some as a 
fanatic, he most decidedly disapproved of the wild 
movement which, in his time, grew into the sect 
of the United Brethren in Christ, as well as of 
Methodistic extravagance in general. Dec. 27th, 
1818, he has this entry in bis Journal : "This even- 
ing I attended at the Methodist meeting. Mr. 
Davis preached an excellent discourse ; but, at the 
last prayer, by a Mr. Matthews, from York, a great 
noise arose, with many of the audience, occasioned 
by many Methodists, who came in from other 
places, crying, shouting, clapping their hands, and 
stamping, to cause a stir among the people. Mat- 
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thews hallooed so loud, in praying, that he waa 
quite hoarse !" Of this he speaks with evident and 
decided disapproval. He frequently speaks with 
great zeal of the catechetical system ; and he piled 
it most faithfully, and with 'great snccesa, throngh^ 
ont his long and useful life. 

' Hie piety was of an eminentiy practical charac- 
ter. He ever aimed, as much as possible, at imme- 
diate e&ct ; and endeavored, not only in his preach- 
ing, bat also in bis private intercourse, religiously 
to impress all with whom he came in contact. In 
conducting family worship in the families with 
whom he sojonrned for a night, he frequently ac- 
companied the reading of the Scripture with ex- 
planatory remarks and practical applications. He 
always had a word for children when he met them, 
even in the most incidental manner; and there are 
those now living, as aged persons, who still remem- 
ber such remarks made to them in their childhood. 
Eternity will reveal, no doubt, far more of the fruit 
of this good man's ministry, than will ever be 
known on earth. 
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General Howe, to come to Penneylvania, the place 
of his destination; but, at length, in the spring 
followiog, he arrived in Philadelphia. 

" Soon after his arrival there, under advice of the 
Eev. Weyberg, he began to minister to the congre- 
gation in Germantowa. Here he labored for two 
years and several months, with much succesa ; but, 
through the plunderings of the English Boldiere, he 
lost nearly all he had, and, amid terror, want, and 
&mine, saw all his satisfaction and comfort in tem- 
poral thin^ carried away as by a storm. But the 
inward strength of his blessed union with Gtod has 
not only enabled lum ta endure patiently the great 
loss which he suffered in his earthly possessions, as 
well as all other tribulations growing out of the 
war, bat he has even been made stronger and more 
perfect through these sufferings. True, the sSec- 
tion of his kindly disposed chnreh members has 
replaced, to some extent, hia great lose ; bat they 
also have been so scattered and impoverished by 
the war, and consequently their help has been so 
small, that his eircomstances are bat little improved, 
even by their kindness. 

"After this sad event, he left; Germantown j and 
of the many calls that were extended to him, ho 
has accepted one where, it is true, he is in a por- 
tion to do most for the extension of Christ's Mng- 
dom, but where, as regards his earthly life, he has 
but a small provision. Like John the Baptist, be 
at present preaches the Gospel in the wilderness, 
to three congreg&tions, bordering on the Indians. 
The people greatly love and honor him; .yet, owing 
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to theif poverty, can give him only the most neces- 
Baty articles of food, but not a cent of money as 
eaiary. He wonld, therefore, be greatly rejoiced, 
if, through your iDBtramentality, Venerable Fathers, 
he could obtain some support. The place where he 
now labors, as minieter, is called Lykens Valley;, 
and lies one hundred aod twenty-seven miles above 
Philadelphia, near the borders of the Indians." 

In 1T80 he wrote to Holland an account of hie 
circumstances, and of the state of Church afiairs in 
Pennsylvania. How interesting it would be to pos- 
sess this document ! 

His call to Germantown was confirmed by Cotus, 
May, 1777 : he must have taken charge about that 
time. He left Germantown, and removed to Lykene 
Valley, in the early part of 1780,* where he labored 
poor, among the poor. 

. Much sympathy was felt for him, in Holland, 
when the circumstances of himself and his people 
became known. In a letter of 1783 to Cotus, from 
the Eev. Herman Hubert, of Amsterdam, Secretary 
of the Deputies ad ret Penvxylvanienaia, they say: 
" The lamentable circuraBtances in which Mr. Duh- 
bendorff found himself, reached our ears, at least 

' In tbe MiDDtei of CStus, beld at Philadelphia, Ma; 9tb, 
1781, it is said ; " Herr Dubbendorff YerliUt Oermantown, nad 
nohm weit eoUegene GemeiDs an, in Leickenathal geoan^t 
Diesel olta Herr batte doa Schicksal, mit den HeBsischen 
Tronppeu heriiber lu kommen, nod bielt eich eine geraume 
Belt auf unter den Britten zu New Yorl(, woraus mann arg- 
irilbnete, «t balCe es mit denselben, nnd Terlohr daber das eu- 
tranea dor Oennimtanuer." 
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two years ago, through a letter from a Mr. Eeid- 
meistei', of Philadelphia, to one of the memBtt^ of 
our Assenibly ; aud we have resolved to allow him 
£ftygai!dera; and, having found that the depnties 
of the two Synods, ia like manner, had set apart 
a. like BQm for him, on condition that they shoMd 
first receive surer and more particular aecounta in 
regard to his ease, and these having now been re- 
ceived, we are ready to send the money by the first 
-fit opportnnity, with the request that you transmit 
it t» the unfortunate man." 

He sent a letter to Obtus, held in Philadelphia, 
May 9th, 1781, in which he describee the poverty 
of hie congregations, which are not able to give 
him the necessary support. lie speaks also of the 
danger of these cougregationa wholly perishing, 
since his own life waa in very great danger, on 
account of the Indians. The Ootua resolved to 
send him X15 of the money contributed fl-om Hol- 
land towards his relief. 

In the year 1784, a call from the congregatioiis 
of Carlisle and " Lower Settlement " was extended 
to him; which, however, he declined, preferring to 
remain, it seems, with his people in Lykens Valley. 
Some years afterwards, however, he did go to Car- 
lisle, where he resided from 1790 to 1795.' Later, 
ho returned to Lykens Valley, to which he seems to 
have been fondly attached. 

Still later, becoming too feeble, from age, to labor 
any longer in the ministry, he removed to a special 
- ' See Eupp'B UiaWry of the Germans, chapter on the Hea- 
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fiieDd'8, near Selinsgrove, now Snyder conoty, Fa., 
whetC he closed his life and aafferings in the chorch 
militant, ao^ was taken, as we have every reason to 
heliere, to the hleaeed asaembly of ^e chorch 
trimnpbaDt in heaven. He is bniied in Belins- 
giDve; bat BO loenKnal, ve beUere, marks his 
grave. He was never married. 

Mr. Bahbendorff is described as a man of prompt 
habits, tender and refined in hia feelings, grate^l 
towards his bene&ctors, a^ctionately attached to 
hiM IHesda, devoted to the woric of the ministry, 
and meekly Bobmissive in all his tribulations ia the 
.Miigdoia and patienee of Jesos Christ^ 
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HsirBT GiBST was born in the village of Liebte- 
■nan, TTpper Saxony, Geitnany, on tlie 13th of April, 
1757. At an early age he waa sent to Herefield, 
where he remaned bIz years, ' and enbseqaently 
spent two years at the University of Marbarg. He 
came to America in 1776, and remained in and 
near !N^ew York about foar years. He then went 
to Norfolk and York, in Yir^nia, where he spent 
a short time. In 1782 be came to Fredericktown, 
Maryland, intending to return to bis native coan< 
try; bat, becoming acqatunted with the Berds. 
£mg and Henop, who urged npon him the desti- 
tate condition of the Chnrcb, and the great need 
of ministers, as a reason why he ehonld desist fixim 
bis purpose, be waa prevailed upon to remain in 
this country. In compliance with their solicita- 
tions, he Tiaited and preached to several congregar 
tions in Yir^nia, namely, Short Hill, Goose Creek, 
and one at the South Monntaio. 

In 1782 or 178S be made application to the Cotus 
of the German Keformed Church, for ordination ; 
and, in accordance with a resolution of that body, 
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he wu sabseqaetitly ordained, iaVirgiDia. At that 
time he resided in Frederick county, Maryland ; 
bat. Boon ^ter hia ordination, he removed to Lon- 
don coan^, "Virguiia. The congre^tionB regularly 
Berved by him, were German Settlement, Short Hill, 
and Qooee Creek congregatioDB. He also made oc- 
ca^onal visits to other places, as, Winchester, Stann- 
toD, LeziDgton, Figot Moantain, and Frieden'a 
church. He nerved thia charge abont twelve years ; 
and as, daring that time, a nomber of the members 
had removed to Bedford, and Friend's Cove, in 
Bedford coanty, Pennsylvania, be, at their ni^nt 
reqaest, paid them a vi^t. At the same time, he 
also visited Berlin, in Somerset county, where he 
received a call ; and, in compliance with the wish 
of the people and the earnest solicitations of his 
ministerial hrethren, he at length took charge of 
the district comprising the congregations of Berlin, 
Balisbaiy, and Samuel's chorch, and also Bedford, 
which last place he served for the space of three 
years. 

He entered upon bis duties in this extendve field 
— then comparatively new and thinly settled — some- 
time in the &I1 of 1794. H^is first baptiBmal entty 
bears date April 26th, 1795. During his ministry 
here, he organised congregations in Stoystown, Gi- 
deon's church. Stony Creek, Heamann's, nowWd- 
lershurg, and also made frequent visits to West- 
moreland and Fayette counties. After having tra- 
versed this wide section of country for the space 
of thirty-eight years, he resigned his chaise, in 
coasequeoce of increasing bodily infirmities, in 
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1888. OntdosUy unking nncler tiitt pnflBan of 
yean, he closed bis emitbly oaiodr on tbe 24th of 
March, 1S16, aged 8S yaan, 11 tnoaths, and 11 
dayA. He u baried at Berlin. On hu tombstone 
is the following stanza : 

"Bia Bb^bard crook Iw Ud asidst 
Kb pleaanres and employ ; 
AaA bo wbo long a flook did goide, 
W« tnut BOW {MdB iritb Joy." 
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JoHK Hkbhah WDTEHArs was a native of Altena, 
a town in Prussian Westphalia, noted for the mana- 
&ctare of wire, needles, pins, and thimbles. He 
was bom on the 26th of November, and baptised 
on the 4th of December, 1T58. His parents were 
John Herman Winkhaaa and Anna Gertrade, whose 
maiden name was Dullamer. As a yoath, he was 
confirmed in the German Refonued Church of his 
native place. At Easter, 1778, in the fifteenth jeat 
of his age, be went to the Latin school at Limbnrg, 
where he made considerable progress in the ele- 
ments of soienoe and the langoages. From thence 
he went to the University of Doisbnrg, in CleveB, 
September 26th, 1776; where he remained, dili- 
gently pnrsning his studies, till September 16th, 

1779. On the 7th of December, in tiie same year, 
he was examined, and received as a candidate for 
the holy ministry, by the Sflderland Claesis. He 
was regularly ordained to the sacred office, at 
Berohum, in the district of Limbai^, August 17th, 

1780, and took charge of that congregation as 
pastor. 

27* 
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He hod labored only a few years here, when hia 
health began to fail; having become snl^eot to 
hectic fever, which denoted the first stages of con- 
enrnption. The phyaicians gave him no hope of 
recovery; and, accordingly, he was induced to 
resign lus GOQgregatioo> afWr having served as its 
pastor two years and three months. After this he 
returned to his father's house, where rest and proper 
medical care restored him again to a reasonable de- 
gree of bodily health and vigor. He now began to 
entertain th^ idea of emigratiog to Amerioa, which 
purpose be eoon aftw carried into «fie<Tt; hoping 
thns to improve his health, {Hvloog bis life, and 
serve the Charch and his Divine Master in the New 
World. 

On the 2lBt of September, 1788, provided with 
various flattering testi^oniala, be bade adieu to his 
pa^^nta and the home and scenes of his ohiidhood, 
and started for Amsteidam, where he arrived on the 
14th of October. At Texel he went on board the 
ship Maria Johannds, which ebiled for Philadelphia 
on the 2d of tbe following November. They ar- 
rived safely in Delaware Bay, Janoaiy S2d, 1784, 
where they cost anchor, not being able to ascend 
the river, on aocoant of the ice. After uidaring 
great suffering, from the severe cold, on the Axp, 
he resolved, on the 6th day of Htnih, to leave the 
ship, and travel the remainder of the way on foot 
Carrying his purpose into execution, he arrived in 
Philadelphia on tiiQ evening of the 14^i of MatcIl 
It was a menuful providence which had suggested 
to him to leave the ship ; for he heard, soon afler- 
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wards, that h wu lost, together witli \wtiDtj per^ 
Bona, Aod the whole of its fright; and witii it Mr. 
Winkhaw loat all hU vSacta, having left what h* 
brought with him upon the ship. "3odbepmued," 
aaid he, when the aewa reached him, "that mj USa 
has been mercifully spared !" 

As be did not oome to Amenca nnder the auspices 
of the Deputies at Amaterdam, ha was not received 
into Cotae, without inqoiry having first been made 
in regmrd to hia previoos life, b; writing to bis home 
in Earope. This was done; and "the beat evi* 
denoes oonoerjiiDg bim" ' were in due time received. 

He was but % short time ki Philadelphia, when, 
OD the aStib of ilandi, 1784, he received a call from 
the tbree congre^tions, Worcester, Whitpain, and 
New Providence (now the Trappe), in Montgomery 
county. Pa. He immediately entered upon hie da- 
ties in this new field of labor, in a new world, 
Cotiis hsvigg allowed him to do eo; awaiting, 
meanwhile, further information from EiiTDpe in 
regard to bim. The ooogregatk>ns bad been vacant 
for aWut four years, and were bangry for the word 
of life. The people recedved him kindly; and he 
served them with futbfhlnesa and snccess tiU April 
the 9tht 11&7f when be resigned, having received a 
call frtim tbe oongregatioa on Boce street, Fhila" 
delphio. 

Mr. 'Winkhaes was married not long after h« 

took charge in Montgomery coonty. "On the lltb 

of Jannary, 1785," he telle oa, "I was betrothed 

with Oa,tharine Sohn^der; and, on the 81st of 

> H<dlsn4 Poc., p. 19. 
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March, on a Thoraday evening, Bev. "Weyberg mar- 
ried me, in Fbiladelpbio, with mj beloved Catha- 
rine Schnuder. God grant tfaat we xaxy live many 
years happily together ! so as to please God, and 
eiyoy the hope of eefling one another, again, be£>te 
HiB throne in eternity." 

Mr. Winkbane preached his introdnctoiy eeimon 
in Philadelphia, September 26th, 1790. The tenn 
of his ministry here was brief. He fell a victim 
to the yellow fever, which prevuled so fearfolly 
in the year 1T93. He was taken ^ck while visit- 
ing Mr. Schreiner, tbe schoolmaster, who was at 
the time lying sick with the same fever. While 
kneeling and praying with the schoolmaster, he was 
suddenly taken so sick, that he fell forward on hia 
£Eice. After some days the fever yielded, and he 
was nearly convalescent ; bat Mr. Schruoer having 
meantime died, he attended his iiineisl, in the 
dampness of the evening, and took a rela^iee. His 
whole sickness lasted eleven days. 

Mr. VTinkhaos died of that &tal disease, in the 
morning of October the Bd, 1798, aged 84 years, 10 
months, and 11 days. Tbns the earthly boose of 
his tabernacle, which, to all boman appearance, 
was destined to be taken down by stow consump- 
tion, was at last suddenly called bac^ to its hdndred 
dast by the plague, which did its work of death in 
a short time. Bo little do we know what messenger 
may call us ont of this present life ! 

On the 7tb Mr. Winkhaaa was buried, by the end© 
of Steiner, Weyberg, and Hendel, the elder, in 
Franklin Square, Fhiladclplua — a spot which was, 
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»t tittt time« tiie 0«nnRQ Iteformed grttveyftrd, \)^ 
longing to the Race street coDgregatioQ. The Kev. 
Dr. Hende), who became hie ancceBBor, officiated at 
his boriaL *'Hia widow," uys Dr. "Berg, in bifl 
Centeiiai7 Senaon, in 1840, "still lives in thig cit;'. 
She is ^cioa*. Brethrm, I trust she is not forgotten." 
He had three sons and two danghteie; one eon 
and one daughter died ia childhood. One of bia 
daughters, Mrs. Trozel, was etill living in Philadel- 
phia in 1855, when we bad the pleasure pf visiting her. 

In person, Mr. WinkhBaB waa a shor^ dark- 
complected man, rather atout and well-set, before a 
tendency towards consamption somewhat reduced 
him. He was pleasant in bis manners; quick m 
his movements and in bis speech; cheerfnl and 
sprightly in social circles. 

He was a man of considerable learning. We 
have in our poasesuon, obtained from the Rev. 
George Wack, a System of Tbedi^, in Latin, in 
his own band-writing, which seems to be made up 
of the lectures which he attended at the university. 
It is in three large volumes, very systematically 
arranged, and carefully written. How far it is hb 
own, does not appear ; but it is, at least, an eii- 
dence of his industry, and of the earnestness and 
care with which he studied. It is taid that his ser^ 
mona, and many of his miscellaneoos papeiB, passed 
into the banda of Dr. Helmath, after hie death. "We 
found but few, and those unimportant, in the hands 
of hie grand-daughter. 

In a small German work by Dr. Helmntb, Lu- 
theran nunister in Fhiladelpbia, ^ving an account 
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of therETSgeo of the yellow-fever, in 1798, we find 
a po^n b; Dr. Helmatb, who was a bosom friend 
of Mr. Winkhaas, entitled: "After-sighs at the 
grave, of hia Beverence, John Herman Winkbaoe, 
evangelical, minister of the German Beformed coa- 
gr^^on in Philadelphia, who waa hutied Oetobep 
7th, 1798." 

"UtL. O HMpt Toll Bint nnd Wnsdml" 
I. 
"Nuk fliuM haisM Trllnel 
Benetu M&ft du Qnb; 
El deckt det Tugand SohSno, 
Dort liegt del PilgrimBUtb 
Toa Hnndert warm Geliabten; 
Hier fand ibr Fuaa die Rah; 
Sie vinkan den Betriibten 
Von diesen Hllgeln lu. 

II. 

"Vio Fteandiiiii rnft den Qatten; 

Hier, Beeterl Tohnt dolv gat I 

I>eB Qnbes ktlbler Bcbatt«n . 

TerKjsdit des Fiebera Qlnt 

Hier rnhen Thochter, Siihiie, 

Hier sehlaft der fromme Freond: 
ffier tiocknet jetxt die Ttbe, 
. . Die tout der Gram geveiut 

III. 
"Doeh, da en meiner ReohtenI 
W«r &iid donn dott b^ QnbT 
lat Ere T den Ton deit Sooehlai 

Des Hertn hier deokt du Qrab; 
let WiHKHADS auch TersebiedeoT 

Aoh, ja I ihn traf der Tod ; 
DuTch Albeit nud EnaUden 
Faod et den frtUMn Tod. 
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IT. 
"Br rrifte, ■wi« im Halnie 
'Der jange WoitHii reift: 
Im Blranken-Daiiit and Qaolnu 

Stand er oft wU enUaft 
WoForoht ttnd Sobteeken throntan 

Stand Er, wio fdaoa stohn: 
Wo Oiff nnd Tod telM wohnten, 
. Da konta ubi Ikn Mha. 

V. 

"Da I^Grto mui Ihn flshen; 

Da gots er Troat nmher; 
Und QoU Ton leinan Hbhea, 

Liei dans kein H«rtM laer; 
Dob lodes Sdireokm Mh'waiiden; 

Der Troet rerniehrte rich, 
Wal Sterbende bier fnnden, ' 

Wai selbst im Tod nioht mohl 

TI. 

" Anf wwne luit, Gtemeioe 1 

Den dein Torlnat is grow. 
'Bin nhen die gebeine 

Im kUhlen Erdeo-Sohoou : 
Hier roliet Wzmsa's Hutta ; 

TJnd, Qottl — anoli Wixkbaos Mhonl 
Iq Seiner Tags Mitte 

Kom er in Beiner Kroa: 
VII. 
"Sie waien beida Kneahto 

Dea grossen, frommen Herm. 
ffio prieaen >«ne Beohte 

Mit FleisB, mit Huth nnd gem. 
Dooh, Qottl nnr w«i*ge Jahre, 

So aanken beide hin; 
So folgt man Ibier Baare 

Schon mit betrUbtem Sinn. 
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Tin. 

"Ihr Hund Irt bob YenaUontn; 

Die lippa ragt nek oiciitl 
Die Stiahvs, dto nait flouan 

Ytm Tnwt, von Quod', aad Lioh^ 
Pie Hnd U^Jottt win^etl 

Sk Malat TWWBiMt ds, 
Wwl dot! im Sodn tuget, 

Pw Troit in kwMi Mk 

IS. 

" Jk, Brtldai I aoolt wir Uagen 
Hit Kiieh dsB Trao'r Terluit; 
Wdl wlr, WM Eneh drHckt, tragen, 
. Ku'r Laid praut nuB're Bnut 
Hit Sohweriw-LielM flehen 

Wir Ulllg ra dent Hetm: 
Aoh, OottI lulf uu des HCben 
Ser Schwestn Iwld iwd gen." 
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REV. CTEUCUS SPAKGENBEEG. 

It reqaired one of the angela of light to mak« a 
devil. It took one who had moved among the 
apoatlee to make the Bon of perdition. In like 
manner, he who would he superlatively wicked 
mast enter the Cbnrch, and make himself one of 
ChriBt's professed followers — yea, if he will reach 
the profbondest depths of Satan, and most e^ctn- 
ally deceive the eyes of men, he mnst take apoo 
himself the office of one of Ohrist's ministers, that 
he may bear his iniquities to the veiy altar in God's 
h.oly place, and transact his villanouB hypocrifliea 
in the awfal light which shines aronnd the throne 
of the Divine Presence. 

In all ages of the world, and in the purest periods 
of the Chnrch, have there been men who were wolves 

"In Oa caoUuiv of tb« gmOa Umbl 
Duk truton in ICessiali'a hoi; camp I 
Lepers in sidntly garb I" 

whose wiekednees, adeqoately to daaoribe, would 

reqmie words that 

" Coma glowing Enun the lipa of eldest helL" 

Onr worthy ancestors, in the earlier history of 
our Chnrch in this coontty, were not free from tlie 
VoT. TT. 9A 
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impoeitioDB of such. They wonid find their way 
into the quiet and rural Bettlements of Fennsylva- 
nia, as the serpent did into Eden ; iuainuate them- 
aelvea into the &Tor of the needy and anBaspecting, 
before their old sins could follow them, or new ones 
would disclose their true character. Hongiy souls, 
who had been for years without the ministry, would 
hope the best, even amid doubts and fears ; uid 
were thus in a favoraUe position to be deceived. 
As the veil which hid a corrupt spirit became gra- 
doally thinner, and their iniquities began to find 
them out and expose them to the world, there were 
always corrupt people whose lusts and sins preferred 
a "like priest;" and thus it was not difficult for 
these vagabond emissaries of Satan to divide any 
congregation or community, and draw a party 
around them that were bent, with their leader, to 
rule' or ruin. 

Like all others, the German Beformed Ohurch 
has not escaped these paiufal afflictions. Sometimes 
these miserable men would cany on their work of 
devastation in an independent way; at other times, 
when the feelings of the people showed themselves 
disinclined to independency, they would endeavor 
to insinuate themselves into the graces of some un- 
suspecting minister; and, by this channel, seek ac- 
cess into regular connection with the Cotos. Hdre, 
too — even though our forefathers were not lax in 
this respect — they had much advantage to insure 
success. Many churches were vacant, pastors were 
naeded, and such applications often camp backed 
by congregations who had already taken up, in 
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part, with the candidate; had perhaps wuted for 
years on a paator ; and were now filled with hope 
and desire, in the prospect of haying a shepherd 
among them. !Ko wonder that, in snch ciroum- 
stances, often hope and charity prevailed unduly 
over knowledge and &ith. Thus it hi^pened that 
even true pilgrims to Zion picked up a serpent, 
when they thought they had found a Bta£ 

One such we think it proper here to sketch — 
Dot only to give the reader a glance into the times, 
but also as a woe and a warning to all such as go 
in the same way. 

The records are silent in regard to the early life 
of Mr. Bpangenberg. He may have had parents 
who bestowed tender care upon him in childhood 
and youth, and entertained in reference to him 
-bright hopes of usefiilness in this life, and a crown 
of glory in the life to come. We know that he 
received a good edaoation; and, from his relation 
with the pious Mr. Dabbendorff, we may safely 
conclude that he originated from a pious family. 
He was a native of Hesse ; and came into America, 
no doubt, with the mercenaries whom the British 
bronght &om that country, in 1T76, to carry on the 
war aguust the colonies. It must be left to the 
imagination of the reader, aided by what is plun 
to common observation, in the depravity of men, 
to trace the doWnwuMl -histDry of sin by which this 
wrfitched man reached the degree of abandonment 
which shall be disclosed in this sketch of his life. 

We will introduce bim by an extract from the 
Minutes of Cotns. which met in Philadelphia, May 
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14di, 1788 — jast abont tb« dow of the war, when, 
it Beems, he proposed to leave the field of battle 
for the Titieyu<d of the Lord, and exchange the 
camp for the saactoaiy. "A man hy the name c^ 
Cjmacoi 8pang«Dberg, c^ KeidemeiBter, an ande 
vt Bev. Mr. Dabbendor^ ^wcsented himself before 
C&tQB, deuring to be received into the ranks of 
the holy miiustry, by «naalna1ion and - ocdinatioD^ 
Imt, inanuQch as, not only acoM^ing to report, and 
'evai aocorcUag to his own acknowledgment, be had 
already administered holy baptism withont ordinal 
tion, and had also made application to Rev. Mr. Boos, 
desiring him to confer ordination upon him — who, 
however, it appears, had still enoagh sense of pro- 
priety left not to nndertake it — and becaose his 
bearing and condottt, as described by thoee who 
know him, ia altogether nuire like that of a soldier 
than a minister, the entire Eeverend Cotns saw 
prt^r to deny him his 'request." He had atadied, 
for a time, with the Rev. Mr. Boos, of Beading. 

He was, however, not to be discoaraged by his 
first fiiilare. The following year (1764), Cbtas met 
at Lancastei^ on the 12th of May; when Hr. Span- 
genberg j^>peared, with the «ame reqQest. His 
earaestness and pwsevenuioe, and perhi^ tbe ftci 
that be seemed not to ■bovai^ dissatie&otion with 
the decision of the former year against bis af^oa- 
tion, appsara to have inqnesaed OBtna more in his 
fBtroT. They did not, at this time, give hilh a 
poutive refasal; bnt, "after doe comddenUion, re- 
aolved to await answer utd'advioe fiom the B«vo- 
rend JB^athees." 
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The r^ly came, dated Jannary 28tb, 1785, bat 
was unfevorable. ''We cannot consent," they say, 
"to the ordination of Mr. Cyriacns Spangenberg; 
bot look for more particalar information, irbm the 
Bererend Cotns, whether the said gentleman has a 
safficient attest of memberahip from the chnrch to 
whioh he has last belonged, and whether he has 
becomo proponent in proper form, and where he 
was examined : and, moreover, for certain reasons, 
we desire to know whether he has heretofore laid 
in garrison at Deventer." Tliis is a fortified town 
of Holland; and it is implied, in this langnage, 
that the Fathers knew of a snspicioos character by 
the same name there, and desired to know whether 
this was the same one. 

Meanwhile, howerer, Mr. Spangenberg, eaUbet 
fearing that the reply from Holland would be nn- 
&Torable, or anxions to get into the ministty, as a 
means to accomplish another end the earlier, de- 
termined to take a nearer way. It seems that ha 
had ingratiated himself with his nncle, the good 
and nnsaspeoting Key. Mr. Dubbeadorff, so that he 
very improperly gave him a recommendation, and 
interceded for his ordination with a certain frivo- 
lous preacher named Philip Jacob Michael,' who 

' It does not appenr thnt tbia man ever belonged to CtEtaa. 
HoDtioD is made of a Mr. HiehMl, vho was evidentlj this 
tame man, io U)e records of the ohnruh in Long Swamp, Berks 
oonnty, Pil, aa having been pagtor thete from 1750 to 17S4. 
It ii also laid that one Michael, vbo was never a member of 
Ctitaa, organised the Michael's cbarch, in Berks county, wbicb 
is callod by hia name. This moat be the same man. He is 
mentioned in the Ciital Miantes of 1771> m having, previous to' 
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also aocomplisbed the iniqnHy. Thas, not by the 
door, bat "dimbiog ap some other way," wm this 
wolf admitted into the f<M. 

Having now a certain Idnd of eDdorBemeat for 
bis preteDtiODfl to the holy office, which, however 
inadequate in the eight of Ood, was nevertheless 
enough to enable him to impoee himself opon 
aimpld-hearted people and unsuspectiDg commnni- 
ties, he acc<»dingl7 went vp the Sosqaehanna, 
In the latter part of the year 1785, into what was 
then called "Bhemokin," where he foaad some 
coDgregationa yet in their infancy, and destitnte. 
He located near SeUnagroye, and began to preach in 
that place, at Bow's chnrch, Mahantongo, Middle 
Creek, and other places. He Tras not long there, 
however, before his tme character speared. He 
had represented himself as a single man, drew 
upon himself the affect^s of a young female in 
that region, obtained of her a prom^e of marriage, 
and the time for the consummation of the union 
was £xed. Snt, on the day previous to the one 
fixed for the maniage, a letter was discovered from 
bis wife, still living in Europe I This at once ar- 
rested the whole business, and set the son of perdi- 

tbat time, pieached in Maxatanoj, Berks couutj, leaving the 
cburch tbers in a wietebed condition ; it having beea ruiu«d 
bj bad ministera, "bo that there are fsw reuniiuDe vrbo adher* 
to the true tMohingB of our Chnroh t the moat of tboM Mafoaa 
no nligion at alL" He was whub eodeiiaatioal vagAl>and, no 
doabti like the one i)rhom he now prammed to iavwt with the 
bdj office. (Ciital Minutes, 17T1.) He died in the neighbor- 
hood of Michael's church. A Mr. HencI, also an irregular 
pnacher, boried bim. 
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tioa b»re before the commtiait?. Thas grodoaBly 
was ibm ansDapoating dove d^Tored £rom the terri- 
bla chann of the viper ! Thus also did thia Judas 
"draw upon himeelf folly tbo joet hatred and ab- 
horrence of ail weU-disp08ed peraons — man; of 
nfaom, even previona to this time, began to have 
little or no confidence in bim."' There are still 
aged persoos along Fenn's Oreek, who, in yontb, 
beard the story <^ this vagabond's doings; and 
macb of It etill floats, in balf-oncertun tradition, 
among those of the present generation. 

Be. now left Selinagrove, to the great relief of 
the p«)ple. We find bim, soon after, in Con(^^ 
cheagae Valley, near Obambetsburg, in [Franklin 
county > where be again ineinnated himself, and 
preached in the Grindstone Hill congregation, and 
perhaps aotne others. As communioation between 
the different settlemeata, at that early day, was 
macb Blower and more diffioolt than now, it was 
some time before bis tine cbaracter followed him ; 
■o that be preached in that r^on.about two yean. 
The better olass of the. people, however, bad little 
lespect for or oonfidence in him. Father Cook, a 
worthy Elder of the eburdi at Grindstone Hill, who 
^ now (1867) eigb^-foar years of age, and of good 
memoiy, remembers him well. He represents him 
aa having been bold, proud, hard-feced, dictatorial, 
and overbearing ; which corresponds with the oha- 
racteiiatica attributed to bim in the Cotal Minutes 
— "in bis bearing more like a soldier than a min- 
ister." 

' <Xt»l Minatae, 178S. 
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Here^ too, at length, he revealed bii true charac- 
ter, by his nucbtiBtiaii epirit, his many iucounaten* 
cjee of condact, and his immoral coarse of life. 
Some of his own spirit deured still to retun him; 
bnt the better class of people soon made the place 
too hot for him, by their earnest and decided 
protests. 

It mast have been in 1789 or 1790 when he left 
Conogocfaeague, making his way westward into 
the mooQtains. Ague he sncceeded in introdaong 
himself as a minister in some congregations in Bed- 
ford connty, inclnding, previons to 1795, what is 
now 8(Hnerset coonty. Pa. Among oUier places, 
he preached at Bedford and Berlin. Before he was 
known, matters proceeded smoothly; but, accord- 
ing to an arrangement of Divine Wisdom, which 
is as mach to the pruse of His mercy towards 
eodety, as it is to the honor of His jastice towards 
otfenders, the sins of sinnen will always find them 
ont. Their crimes, like an avenger of blood, will 
be on their hoels. So it was here. His hell-fiimed 
&me followed him into the qsiet valleys of the 
All^henies, and new acts of improi«iety and sin 
confirmed the rumors that parsaed him from those 
places where he had previously been. The good 
turned against him; and his schemes of imposi- 
tion were interfered with by thrar remonstrances 
and oppodtion. 

The end was drawing nigh : his cnp of iniqai^ 
was nearly full. Justice and jadgment were already 
braudiehing their fearful swords over hie guilty 
head. A division had for some time been growing 
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wider in the oODgregation at Beritn — some atiziotu 
to be delivered fmm the widced man, and odieis as 
denroof of retainmg him. At leagth a day mw 
appointed when a vote of the congrq^tion should 
be tafcea, whether Mr. Bpangeabei^ shoidd be dis- 
mnsed or retained. The people ware affismbled 
in the charch, Mr. Spangen1)erg being also preaent. 
Just before the voting commenced, a picas and in- 
flaentiid Elder, named Jacob Glassmore,' who sat 
in the altar with Mr. Bpangenbe^, made some re* 
marks to the congregation, in which he &vored ■ 
change of ministers, and expressed bia hope lliat 
the resolt of the vote would show that the oongra* 
gatioB were inclined in that way. Whereapon Mr. 
Spongenberg sprang to his teet in wrath, draw a 
dirk irom his pockety and plunged it into the 
£ld«r'a heart I In a moment Ur. Glaaomore lay in 
blood and death in the altar, before the whde con- 
grt^ation ! Spangenberg was a marderar t 

Who can. describe tlie horror of that hoarl 
Who can im^ne the feelings whic^ the news of 
this awfol crime awakened tfaronghont the valleys, 
and among the people of the churohes ! He whom 
many of them had rsvsrenoed as a minister (^ Jesus 
Christ,, was a mnrderer! Th» hands which had 
baptlBed their children, and ftom which they had 
received the saend emblems of our Savicmr'a love 
and deaUi, were reeking with UoodJ The awfol 
deed vras committed in the altur of Qod'B sanc- 
tuary! 

Mr. Spangwxberg was immediately taken by the 
' " Sot flhiMiM, M liattition hw it." — !• D. Bapp. 
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offioan of jnatioe, and lodged in the Bedford county 
JBil. His taial ended on the 27th of Af^l, 1795, 
when he was foand gailty of murder in Ibe first 
degree, and eenteuced to be taken back to the 
prison, fiom whence, at sach.time as the Qw&mot 
shonld de^nate, he shoald be "taken to the place 
of poblio execntioD, and there banged by the neck 
until be ifi dead !" and the jadge, for whom it was 
Aw daty to pray, added the usual prayer in faia 
behalf: "And may God have mercy on year 
aoQl!" 

Through his attorney, and by the aid of some 
friende who still adhered to him, he made an effort 
to obtun a pardoa at the hands of the QovsnKH*, 
or to have the sentence commnted. On the 27th 
of Jane, 1795, the Gk)Temor transmitted. the docu- 
ments pertaining, to U» trial and case of Spangen- 
berg, to the Chief Jaatice of the State, reqaestiDg 
his opinion in regard to the circamstances alleged 
in extennation of the convict's crime. The judg- 
ment and reply of the Chief Justice were agunat 
pardon or commutation. September 11th, 1795, 
the <JlovernQr iaaued his warrant to Jacob Bonnett, 
Sheriff of Bedford county, to exeoote Cyriaens 
Spangenberg <m Saturday, October 10th, 179^ be- 
tween the hours of ten and two o'clock.' 

The solemn day and the aolemn hone came. The 
doomed man, with hia coffin in . the same vehicle, 
was conveyed to the scaffold; and there, in tjie pre- 
BODce of an immense crowd, between heaven and 
earth, a spectacle and a warning to the world, hung 
' ExMqtive BlinuUsa, nL iiL pp. SOS ud 328. 
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and shamd^iUy died the wretched Cyriacna Span- 
genberg! 

May the prayer made in hia behalf by the Fathers 
ID Holland, in regard to previous sins, also have 
been answered in reference to this last and greatest 
of bia crimee! "We pray that ho may exercise 
trae repentance, and, with godly sorrow, seek and 
find pardon and reconciliation, through the blood 
of th« Divifie Advocate, Jeena Christ !" 

This sketch will not have been presented in vmn, 
if it will tend to inspire- any one with deeper dread 
and horror for ungodly men in the holy ministiy. 
We have seen that there were those who adhered 
to this wretched man even when his improper and 
sinful condact had been exposed to such an extent 
as to fill the good with alarm. Their favor encour- 
aged him to go on in his evil ways. Had no ad- 
herents sustEuned him, he could not so long and so 
far have carried forward his wicked course, under 
cloak of the holy ministry, and in the sacred name 
of reli^on. 

There are still such wolves, who prowl about in 
aheep'a clothing, and deceive the unwary. There 
are still communities that countenance and sustain, 
as ministers, men who have been expelled from the 
holy ministry, or who were never regularly inducted 
into the sacred office, and who stand discarded by 
every rightly constitnted ecclesiastical order and 
authori^ in the Church. The land is still afflicted, 
and congregations misled end ruined, by what the 
Fathers designated by the expressive word "Herum- 
iSufer" — vagrants. None of thes^ it is tme, may 
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*'nin to the same ezcees of riot" &a did Bpaogen* 
beig, or come to the same fearful end; but it ia 
eertain, that Uie congregatiooB who reeeive the 
ministry of an uregolar or expelled minister, will, 
•ooner or later, find that they are nnmng a cnrse 
for themaelrea and thdr children. Any one, pro- 
Jiauing to be a mimBtor, who baa never nnited with 
the body of nuiuBten, in Uie aclBdiig eccleeiitBtieal 
order, proclidma by that &ct that he ie nnwortby 
of confidence; and when any one, who, having 
belonged to a Bynod, standB expelled, that onght 
to be received by all oongregations and members 
as ioffident evidence that be is no troe minister of 
Jeatu Cbmt» bat one 

"Who Btola tlia Uierj of ttte conzt of Iieavsa 
To ierre the devil in. Seeat thou the muit 
A MTpent mOi an ftngel's Toioel — a grave 
With flowen ItMlnwadl" 
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EEV. BEBNHABD F. WILLY. 



BB&KHAse F. 'WiLLT was a native of GrsabiindeQ, 
in Switzerland. The time of his birth we have not 
been able to ascertain. About tlie year 1783, Cotua 
wrote to the Fathers in Ilolland, informing them 
that the; stood in need of four miniBters, suitable 
for the service of the Church in Pennsylvania. The 
Fathers made this call public ; and the result was 
that a Bev. Paul Peter Pernisius, of Graubiinden, 
in Switzerland, answered to the call, and induced 
three others, from the same place, namely, the Kev. 
Andrew Loretz, the Rev. Mr. Vitelius, and the Eev. 
Mr. Wiily, to agree to accompany him. It does not 
appear that Mr. Yiteiiua ever came in ; but the other 
three sailed from Amsterdam towards the close of 
the year 1784, and in due time arrived safely on our 
shores. Of Loretz and Pernisius we have elsewhere 
given some account. Mr. Willy was received as a 
memfier of Cotus, at its meeting at Reading, April 
27tb, 1785; and the congregation in that place 
being at that time vacant, he was immediately lo- 
cated there as.paator.' It appears, from a letter of 
Dr. Keesler, of Amsterdam,, to Dr. Weyberg, of 



> Ootal Hifivteo^ 17S5. 
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Philadelphia, that Mr. Willy had served (as also 
the other two) in the holy office in his native land, 
and came in as an experienced minister. 

Mr. Willy was a well-edacated man. He was 
eepeeially proficient in the andent langoagea, wrote 
Latin freely, aud was in the habit of writing out 
all his skeletons in that langnage. 

Mr. Willy was in Keading only about a year, 
when he lost the confidence of the people, through 
some highly improper acts, and was compelled to 
leave. Tradition has preserved the hnmilialing 
particalars; bat as his after life furnishes comfort- 
able evidences that he exercised trae penitence, we 
commit the matter to the mercy of Ood and the 
fot^tfiilnesa of man. Gotaa takes leave of him, 
in a private way, aa "der ungliickliche Willy;" 
but, *'on this occasion, permanently resolves tha^ 
in future, snch misdemeanors aball be openly pob- 
liflhed before the Cotas, for the information and 
warning of all.'" 

Boon after this, Mr. Willy came to Woodstock, 
Virginia. One account says that he first went to 
the State of Tennessee, and spent some time there. 
According to another account, he oame first to 
Winchester, Ya., and preached for some time to 
the Oerman iReformed congregation there, before 
he moved up the valley to Woodstock. He now 
stood independent of Cotns. 

At Woodstock he employed part of his time in 

teaching a Qerman and English parochial school. 

He was very popular as a teacher; and there are 

> OSt«l HinotM, 1780. 
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still 8ged men in Vir^sia Valley who speak with 
much affection of their venerable teacher, and hold 
him in very grateful remembrance.* Besides teach- 
ing, it seems he preached at variona points in the 
cotinties of Page, BockiDgham, Hardy, Pendleton, 
Shenandoah, and Frederick. In time, however, he 
ceased teaching, and devoted himself wholly to the 
work of the ministry. He preached in places very 
remote from bis home, "laboring incessantly, and 
with the utmost seJf-denial," wherever a destitnte 
field lay open, "from Wythe eoun^ to the Poto- 
mac, and from the Bine Bidge to the Allegheny 
moantfuns."^ He woald oilen be absent from his 
family for weeks at a time. 

Mr. "Willy did not reside at Woodstocfc during the 
whole time of his ministry in Virginia, bnt lived a 
while in Pendleton county, and alBO a short time in 
Wythe eoanty, at the extreme end of the valley, not 
far from the line of North Carolina and Tennessee. 
At length, however, he returned again to Woodstock, 
where he resided till the end of his life. 

Mr. Willy seems to have been adiligent stndent, in 
the midst of his eztennve missionary tours. Though 
he never published anything, so &r as we can ascer- 
twn, yet he left behind him, in manuscript, a volume 
of "Lectures on the Heidelberg Catechism."' 

' As, for instanoe, Mr.WiUiam AndorBon, a very worthy citi- 
zen of Peadleton county, vho waa laised in Vooditoek, "yet 
speaks with tii9 deepest emotion of his teoeber, Parsoii Willy." 
— W Harmcai, FA. Hth, 1B54. 

* W. Humon's Letter, FA. lIUi, 1854. 

■ This is in the hands of liis grandson, the Rev. Saintiel J. 
Fetser, of New Hope, Angmta oounty, Ta, 
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. There is extant a well-worn manDBcript volnme' 
of 851 pages, in qaarto form. This we have had 
the pleasure of esamining. It contains : I. A sys- 
tem of religious instructioD, in questions and an- 
swers, occupying 251 pages. The title-page is as 
follows: "Epitome of Christian InstractioD in the 
most Prominent Doctrines of Salvation, drawn from 
the Holy Scriptures and the Catechism, and arranged 
in Questions and Answers. Prepared espemlly for 
those Young Persons wbicli are to be instructed and 
prepared to be admitted to the Lord's Supper. "Wood- 
stock, Va., March 16, 1801. Commenced by me, 
B. Willy. The honor to God alone ; the instruction 
to the young. ' Qott allein die Ehre, der Jngend 
die Lehre.' " 

' In this abstract of instmction, he follows, in 
general, the Heidelberg Catechism. He introduces, 
however, in the first part, a brief exposition of the 
Commandnienta, Creed, Lord's Prayer, and the 
words of Institution of Baptism and the Lord's 
Supper, as given in the Scriptures. 
: He brings out an excellent analysis of each ques- 
tion, in the way of questions and answers. This 
he followed in the instruction of candidates for 
confirmation, making explanatory and practical 
remarks on each point as he passed over it. The 
following is a specimen : 

• This book, as appesra from a note written in it, waa pre- 
■aoted, by the Rev. Mr. Will; himMlf, to Hr, HarUn Wbe, 
North Milloreok, Hardj co., Va., in 1802. He etill hold* it, 
and prizes it highly. We obtaiaed the qbo of it through the 
kind asaiatanoe of Mr. Wm. Herman, of Umberrille, Booking. 
ham 00., Va. 
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32d QussnoK. 



" Q, But -why art thou called a Gbristian ? 

"A. Because I am a member of Christ by ftiith, 
and thus am partaker 6{ His aaointing, that so I 
may confess His name, and present myself a liviug 
sacrifice of tbaQkiiilDees to Him; and also that, 
with a free and. good conscience, I may fight against 
sin aod Satan in this life, and afterwards reiga with 
Him eternally over all creatures. 

" Q. "Why art thou called a Christian ? 

"A. Because I am a member of Christ 

"Q. By what! 

"A. By fiuth. 

" Q. . And of what art thou partaker ! 

"A. Of Hia anointing. 

" Q. What are you thus to eoafess 7 

"A. His name. 

"Q. What to do farther? 

"A. Present myself to Him. 

"Q. How? 

" A. A living sacrifice of thankfulness. 

" Q. And what more ? 

" A. That I fight against. 

" Q. Agunst what ? 

"A. Against sin and Satan. 

"Q. "With what? 

"A. "With a free and good conscience. 

"Q. When? 

"A. In this life. 

" Q. And what afterwards? 

"A. And afterwards reign with Him. 
29* 
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"Q. Over what? 

" A. Over all crefltnres. 

" Q. How long ? 

*'A. Eternally." 
. It will be seen that thus the Babetance of the 
Qoestion and answer ib clearly and fully brought 
ont; and, in the hands of aa earnest and pious 
ioBtractor, aach aa Mr. Willy eeema at this time to 
have been, iDDBt have proved successful in impart- 
ing to catechumena a clear and complete knowledge 
of the contents of the Catechiam. 

II. This volume containa, secondly, the begin- 
ning of a simple aualysia of the Bible, Bimilar to 
the one just referred to oil the Catechiam. The 
title-page is aa follows: "Child's Bible; in Qnes- 
tioQB and Answera, arranged for the Exercise of 
Children in Schools and Churches, drawn from the 
Bible. Commenced ia "Woodstock, March 11, 1801. 
B. Willy, V. D. M. p. t. P." 

We present a specimen. He begins with the 
first chapter in Geneais, thos : 

" 1. When was heaven and earth created ? 

"In the beginning. 

" Who created heaven and earth ? 

" In the beginning Qod created heaven and earth. 

" 2. In what state was the earth ? 

*' Without form, and void. 

"What was upon the face of the deepi 

" Darkness. 

"And who moved upon the waters? 

"The Spirit of God." 
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- He did not finish this work : be only completed 
the firat three-chapters, which extend over twenty- 
three pages in the book. It shows the iotereBt he 
took in the training of children in ecriptnral know- 
ledge. ' 

HE. The book contains, thirdly, liturgical forma 
for the administration of Holy Baptiam, for infante 
and adults; Confirmation; Preparation for the 
Holy Sopper; Adminiatration of the Lord'a Sup- 
per; Form to succeed the Adminiatration of the 
Lord's Snpper; Church Agenda before and after 
Public Worahip, on Sabbath and Week-days; Form 
for the BolemnizatioQ of Marriage. 
. la theae liturgical forms, the old Palatinate Li- 
tui^ ia very largely visible. The forma for the 
administration of Baptism, the Lord'a Supper, and 
Preparation for the Holy Supper, closely follow the 
Palatinate : large portions are literal, and the whole 
IB but slightly abridged. The Heidelberg Cate- 
chism is much recognised, and frequently indirectly 
alluded to in the addreaaes and prayera. The Lord's 
Prayer and Creed are frequently introduced. In 
the addreas to the parents, in the form for Holy 
Baptism, they are exhorted to instruct their child- 
ren in the knowledge of the Articles of the Creed. 
The whole is well arranged, and solemn, and in the 
true spirit of the Eeformed symbols and litnrgiea. 

The venerable man who poaaesses this treasure 
and relic, resides in a region of Virginia where the 
German Reformed Church was once in prosperous 
existence ; but is now, alas ! known only in its few 

ciq mod t, Google 



844 PATBBBS OF IHB RSFOBHBD CKtlRCH. 

remaioiDg old members, and id the records oS old 
churcbea which are quieUy in use by other denomi' 
uations. When a friend of oars, at oar teqoest^ 
called upon the good man, for the parpose of hot- 
rowiog the book, "he rose tremblingly to his feet, 
grasped both mj hands in his, and said: 'Doyoa 
belong to the German Reformed Church V When 
I had answered is the affirmative, he continued : 
'So do I; but my children have wandered into 
other churches, for want of preaching in our owa 
church, by Beformed ministers.' He tbea added: 
* If it can in any way promote the interests of onr 
Chnreh abroad, and contribute to tW honov of 
him who was my beloved minister in yonth — who 
confirmed me, my usters, and bn>thra«, ^d spent 
many nights uuder my father's roof — yoa shall 
cheerfully have the book. But promise surely to 
return it I do not wish to part with it, as I 
intend to bequeath it to my childr^ as a precious 
legacy.' " 

How SDggestive and instructive is such an iaa- 
dent ! Here is ripe fruit more than half a century 
after the seed-time. How an aged Christian renews 
hia yonth, when the holy founttuns which seemed 
to lie buried in the heart break forth at the tosch 
(^ memory ! There are no assodations so blessed 
as those which cluster around the recollectioss of 
yonth, and are bound up with the sacred remem- 
brances of early life. Blessed are they who have 
their hearts fiill of them! The solemn interest 
that is associated with the catechetical class,, with 
confirmation, and the first approach to the table 
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of the Lord, may afterwards settle into a qni«t 
enrrent, and the pastor's heart may bo sad with 
the fear that all is lost and forgotten ; but let him 
be of good cheer: impressioDS have been made 
which are more lasting than those made with a 
pen of iron in the rock, and will reveal themselves 
in power, and glory, and salvation, in the latter 
time. These impressions are like a record made 
with invisible ink, where the page reveals nothing 
for ages — till it is held up to the fire, when, lot 
the record comes out in clearest lines. Thus, in 
after life, and especially in old age, are the impres- 
sions of early life restored. 

" Let those that bow in sadiieBS wait 

Till the fair harvCBt come ; 
The; Bhiill coofega their eheaves are great, 
And Bhont the blesaings home. 

" Tbongh seed Ha bnried loDg id dnst, 
It shan't deceive their hope; 
The precious gruu caa ne'er be lost. 
For grace insures the crop." 

Mr. Willy was able, thongh amid considerable 
bodily weakness, to preach till near the end of his 
life. Mr. Joseph Travel, of "Woodstock, was a 
young man when Mr. "Willy died; and he still 
well remembefs when he preached his last sermon, 
^e says hia father then resided in the bouse which 
is now the German Eeformed parsonage ; and, on 
his way up to the church, the venerable Willy 
rested himself at the house for a short time. Bising 
to start, he said to old Mr. Fravel : "Eommt lasset 
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una faioftnf gehea znm Hanae Gottee. Ich fuhl das 
meio Sand weggeronoen ist — vielleicht let dies das 
letzte mal f iir mich — des Herm "Wills geechehe." 
From the honse to the charch, about one huDdred 
jarda, thoagh weak and feeble, be walked by him- 
self, declining to receive aasistanee. When thej 
reached the chnrcb, be was so exhsiurted that he 
eoald not ascend into the pulpit in the nanal wajr: 
he literaUg crept or crawled %p th* ttepa itUo the 
puipit ! What an affecting sight I In bia sermon, 
ha took an affectionate farewell of a lat;ga attdieoce, 
bathed in tears. His text (it is still remembered) 
was taken from the Gospel of John ; but the chap- 
ter and verse are no more recollected. Was it not, 
perhaps: "Peace I leave with you, my peace I 
give unto you"? 

His preseatimeot was correct. It was his last 
sermon. He was soon after taken vnth a typhoid 
fever, which carried him quickly to the grave. In 
his last sickness, he was seen to be almost con- 
stantly engaged in prayer, as long as he had strength 
to utter words or move bia lips. He died in the bouse 
now (1854) occupied by the &mily of Reuben Mil- 
ler, in Woodstock, Virginia, in the month of May, 
in the year ot our Lord 1810. He died- in the full 
faitb which be preached to others, leaning his soul 
peacefolly upon Him who has said: "I am the 
resurrection and the life : he that l>elieveth la me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live ; and who- 
soever liveth, and believeth in me, shall never die." 

On the occasion of hie banal, a funeral smnon 
was delivered by the Kev. Ur. Schneider. His 
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remains repose in the graveyard in Woodstock, 
near the eoutheaat comer of the Gtennan Reformed 
church, teith no inicription, and tcarcdy a ttone to 
mark the tpet! Some few aged persons, when thej 
go op to the boose of God, know where it is, and 
stand a moment at its side, tilt his venerable image 
comes Qp, with tbe memories of youth. But they 
will soon lie as low in death as he, and who will 
then poiot out the grave of Willy? Children and 
children's children will walk idly, and without a 
single emotion, over the sacred ashes of him whom 
their ancestors loved, and to whom, "with strong 
crying and tears," he pointed out the path to 
heaven ! 

Mr. Willy is said to have been a most disinterested 
laborer in the Lord's vineyard. He was even to a 
fault indi&rent to money or tempor^ reward, uid 
seemed to care little whether the people gave him 
anything or not His femiJy wonld often have 
suffered, had not his members sappUed them with 
provision in his absence. His people presented 
him with a new garment when, in their estima- 
tion, ho needed one. He was always poor in the 
things of this world, and especially so in his old 
age; 'and, when he left the worid, he could truly 
wng: 

"No foot of land do I poaaew, 
Na cottage ia thii wiIdern«M — 
A foot vajfaring man." 

" Qodliness with contentment ia great gain. For 
we brought nothing into this world, and it is cer- 
tain we can carry nothing oat. And having food 
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attd raiment, let us be therewith conteut." He was 
content. Yet it is a ead thought, that any one who 
has devoted the prime of hia life to the highest in- 
terests of the people, should be permitted to draw 
back and pass away, in old age, amid the bleak, 
barren loneliness of poverty, even if be be not in 
actual want. "Do ye not know that they which 
minister about holy things live of the things of the 
temple, and they which wait at the altar are par- 
takers with the altar? Even so hath God ordained 
that they which preach the Gospel should live of 
the Gospel." Ko advantage ought to be taken of 
the modesty and nnworldliness of the pastor, to 
withhold from him his due. There is many a 
pastor vvho feels, in this respect, like the holy 
apostle : " It were bett«r for me to die, than that 
any man should make my glorying void." 1 Cor. 
ix. 13-15. Those who love Christ and his servants 
will exercise such care in reference to their pastor, 
that he will not be compelled to the equally un- 
pleasant alternative, either to live quietly in want, 
or to ask for more. 

As to his personal appearance, Mr. "Willy was 
small in stature. He manifested, in his dr^ss, a 
carelessness bordering even on slovenliness. Though 
exceedingly indifferent to his own appearance and 
personal comfort, he was remarkably prompt and 
punctual in all his official duties. He would snffer 
nothing to hinder him from fulfilling all his pro- 
mises and meeting all bis appointments. In all 
kinds of weather he would travel over the rough 
roads of Pendleton and Hardy counties, with tiio 
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same diligence as oyer the more pleasant ones in 
the southern part of the valley. 

Mr. Willy was somewhat eccentric in some of his 
hahits. He generally travelled on horseback j and 
was in the habit of riding along wholly absorbed 
in his own thonghta, and profoundly indifferent to 
all nronnd him. In this way, it is said, he wonld 
Bometimerride past the place where he had intended 
to stop. In company, he was modest, somewhat 
retiring, and disposed to silence ; hut, " when the 
conversation turned upon the Charch, the Bible, 
»and religion in general, he became all life." He 
was everywhere a welcome visitor in the families 
of other denominations, as well ss with his own 
members. 

In his preaching he was instructive and fervent, 
kind and affectionate, though pointed and plain. - 
The warmth and impressiveneas of some of his 
sermons are still remembered by the remaining 
few "ancient people" who enjoyed his ministry. 
He was especially nnwearied in catechetical instruc- 
tion, and took a deep interest in his catechumens. 
He took the puna to write out certificates for them, 
in beautiful Glerman text, with passages of Scrip- 
tare and words of wholesome exhortation — many 
of which are still preserved as precious relics and 
memorials. 

Though he has been nearly half a centuiy in his 

grave, "his memory is still cherished, with sincere 

veneration, by the older inhabitants of the valley, 

and especially by those of Pendleton and Hardy 

Vol. n. — 80 
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coantieB," 'where, nnce hU departure, the churches 
iD which he ministered have been, to a great ex- 
tent, destitate and waeted; and where the Re- 
formed fiunilies have bean, as regards the priri- 
legea of their own Church, as sheep without 
shepherds. 
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REV. LUDWIG LTJPF. 



Tms good man was bom Jannat7 Ttfa, 1788. 
The place of bis birth we have not been able to 
ascertain. He no donbt came irom Europe in early 
life. 

Mr. Lapp must have bad Bome adrantages of an 
educational character, as we find him at first en- 
gaged in the calling of Bchoolmaster. Being pious, 
it was his custom, while employed as a teacher in 
regions of country at that early day deatitute of a 
regular ministiy, to assemble the people who were 
like-minded, and read sermons to them. He was 
also ia the habit of holding meetings for reading 
the Scriptures, prayer, and exhortation, in private 
houses. Gradually he began to preach in a regular 
way. 

In holding social meetings for religious edifica- 
tion, he did not confine himself to bis own imme- 
diate neighborhood, bat would make visits to other 
neighborhoods. As early as 1772, he was in the 
habit of yisiting occasionally hie brother-in-law, 
Mr. John Heck, west of the Susquehanna, in the 
lower end of Cumberland county ; on which occo- 
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BioDB he woald hold prayer-meetings among the 
early German Reformed Bettlers, in Mr. Heck's 
hoQse. At that time there waa ae yet no congre- 
gation there. "Those who aeeemhled, from time 
to time, for worship, at Mr. Heck'e," says I. D. 
Rapp, in a letter to the anthor, " were my grand- 
father, Jonas Rupp, his bods Jonas and John, Con- 
rad Weaver, or Weber, Pre'derick Lang, John 
Schwartz, Philip Heck, John Heck, William Heck, 
Frederick Schweitzer, etc. These formed the nu- 
cleus of the German Reformed congregation which 
afterwards built Friedea's Kirche, in 1797, five 
miles west of Harrisbnrg." Mr, Rupp farther says : 
" Mr. Frederick Kelker, of Hanisburg, told me, a 
few years ago, that Mr. Lnpp, on his visits to Heck's, 
Qsually spent a night in Harrisbnrg ; on which oc> 
casions he held evening meetings at "Yungblut's. 
When the Reformed in Harrisburg built their 
church, in 1787, the Rev. Mr. Lupp subscribed and 
pwd 6s. and 2d. towards it, in ell his poverty ; for 
he was very poor." 

In regard to these social prayer-meeting which 
Mr. Lupp was accustomed to hold, the Rev. Mr. 
Hoffheins, formerly pastor of the Elizahethtown 
charge, into which region Mr. Lupp also extended 
his labors, at an early day, says: "This fact was 
often mentioned to me, at Elizahethtown. It was 
customary that, wherever the pastor tarried over 
night, to hold a meeting for prayer and exhorta- 
tion, in the evening; and these meetings were 
generally well attended." All this indicates the 
spirit of the man. 
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Owiog to th« fact that some of the early Cotal 
Mioates are mis»Bg, we are not able to ascert^n 
ia what year Mr. Lapp was admitted into regular 
connection with Cottu, and received ordination. 
He was considerably advanced ia age, however, 
when be became a regular nunieter. Ia 1786 he 
located at Lebanon, as pastor there ; and he was 
probably ordained not long before that time. He 
served in Xiehanon for the ^ace of twelve years, 
ap to the time of hie death, in 1T98. In connec- 
tion with Lebanon, he preached at "Blaser's 
church" (now extinct), near Elizabethtown, oat of 
which the present ElizabeUitown church grew; 
also at Maytown; at Manheim, as early as 1785; 
and at Bapho, as early as 1791. All these congre- 
gations are ia Lancaster county, and he served 
them op to the time of bis death. He preached 
his last sermon in Manheim in a sick condition, 
having his head tied np with a handkerchief daring 
the services. " The names Hiester, Bankel, Lapp, 
and Bucher," says the Eev. Mr. Hoffheins, "were 
often mentioned by the dd members of the church 
at Elizabethtown. Lupp's name, especially, was 
often referred to, and always with approbation. 
His widow survived him a considerable time, and 
lived in the vicinity of what is called the 'Mora- 
vian chnrch,' about four miles from Elizabethtown. 
The place of her residence has been pointed out to 
me. I think a daughter, grand-daughter, or step- 
daughter, I do not know whieb, still lives in the 
neighborhood, or did six or eight years ago." 

Mr. Lapp's charge^ while residing at Lebanon^ 
80* 
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also inclnded several cborches in Lebanon coanty. 
Over this large field he extended his labors with 
great zeal, and in a traly eelf-sacrificing spint; 
much beloved by hie people. 

The Kev. H. Wagner, formerly pastor at Leba- 
non, in speaking of Mr. Lupp, says: "He was not 
a man of classical edacation, and had not been 
regularly prepared for the ministry: he was, how- 
ever, a well-read man, and had made himself well 
acquainted with the Bible. He was also a truly 
pious servant of Christ, and mnch devoted in hia 
pastoral attention to the people of his charge. It 
was his regular eastern, in . his pastoral viBits, 
wherever he remuned over night, to have the 
neighbors invited, in order to Bpend the evening 
with ■ them, in prayer and religious conversation. 
He seems to have been untiring la his pastoral 
labors to promote true piety and godliness among 
the people entrusted to his care, as a true shepherd 
of his flock." • ' . 

Mr. Lupp died at Lebanon, June 28th, 1798, and 
is buried in the graveyard connected with the Ger- 
man Keformed church of that place. On his tomb- 
stone is the following : 

" Hier rahet 

Ein graaer Haapt, 

LvDWia LvPF, 

12 Jahren Prediger in Litnnoii; 

Oebobren den 7 Jannar, 1733, 

Oeitortieii den 28 Jnni, 1798, 

Alt 65 Jahnu, S Monaten, 21 Tagen." 

> German Kef. Mesa., April 19, 1854 
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" Eb war mein B«raf und Amt in dieeet Welt 
Zu lebren wta meinem Qott and Jesu woblgeriLltt 
^u predigea das EvaDgelium rein und tren 
Den SUndem lufen zur Bas' und Ben', 
Nun adieu 1 Freande, folget meinei Lefir" nnd Wort 
So irerden wit einmider wider ttiba in jenei EimmelBpfoit." 
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REV. GEORGE TROLDENIEK. 



Gbohos Tboldenier was bom in the principality 
of Anhalt^Cothen, in Upper Saxony, Germany, in 
the year of onr Lord 1754. After he had honor- 
ably completed his etndies at Halle, he prepared 
himself for the holy ministry, in the imperial free 
city of Bremen. "WTien he had closed his theolo- 
^cal studies, he was sent to America by the Fathers 
in Holland, in company with the Kev. Mr. Herman, 
in the year 1786. 

Soon af^er his arrival, he was called to take 
charge of the chnrch at Tork, Pa.' He came to 
that place under disadvantageous circumstances; 
there having been, previons to that time, a <KTision 
in the congregation. It was hoped he might be 
the means of healing the sores ; bat in this he was 
not successful. The fault, however, was rather 
among the people than with bim. He was pastor 
in Tork until November, 1792, 

Mr. Troldenier's name appears on statistical 
tables, without date, bat which circumstantial evi- 
dence shows to belong to the years 1790 and 1791, 
as pastor in Gettysburg. Perhaps he supplied that 

> He WM alNkd; at York, Jaa« 20tb, 1787. See Dr. Heiner's 
Centenaij Sermon, p. 24. 
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church, in those yean, from York. While at York, 
Mr. Troldenier was married to Elizabeth Stegin, of 
that place. 

From York Mr. Troldenier was called to Balti- 
more, aa the sncceBsor of the Her. Nicholas Pomp. 
A record, which seemB to have been made by Mr. 
Troldenier himBelf, Bays: "After the congregation 
had been several years vacant, they called George 
Troldenier, who, in consideration of their unhappy 
condition, declined two other calls, and accepted 
theirs. He came, October ISth, 1791, to Baltimore; 
and, on the succeeding Sunday, preached his intro- 
ductory sermon. He found the congregation dis- 
satiafied and scattered, on account of the building 
of the new churchy but he saw, with pleasure, 
how the seceding members came diligently back 
agiun. On the 20th of November, be administered 
the Lord's Supper the first time. The commnni- 
canta numbered fifty-eight persons."' 

His ministry in Baltimore Beems to have been 
quite successful. "Under his administration, the 
congregation seems to have been in a good condi- 
tion. Among the excellent- regulationa that were 
adopted by the Consistory, in the early part of hia 
ministry, were these two; firstly, those who are 
candidates for admisBion into the ohurch shall be 
conversed with in private, by the pastor, at least 
one hour before they are confirmed ; and, secondly, 
the first Thursday in every month shall be set apart 
for public prayer."' The present church in Second 

' Soo Dr. Major's MSS., toI. ii. p. 156. 
> Dr. Reinei'B Centenary Sermon, p. 25. 
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street was built during his pastorate, tbs oorner' 
stoae having been laid April 28tb, 1796. The cod- 
secration took place Sept. 24tb, 1797. 

Mr. Troldenier was dow already in a state of 
decline, by slow conBumption. ''Soon after the 
«biircb edifice was finished^" ai^ Dr. Heiner, *'tbe 
congregatioa were called to monm over the death 
of tbeir beloved pastor. He died on the 12th of 
December, 1800, and WV buried jnst outside of 
the northern wall of the bailding, and imme^tely 
nnder the large window. The marble slab that 
marks bis resting-place may be seen set op in the 
wall of the lectnre-room, and directly over the spot 
where hia ashes repose. He was in the prime of 
life, being only a little more ^hau forty-foor yeare 
of age. The Bev. Dr. Becker, of Lancaster, who 
happened to he here at the time, was invited to 
preach his funeral sermon, and Messrs. Kurtz and 
Otterbein assisted in the services. The poliat uid 
minister's chair were hung in black, and die whole 
congregation went in deep moamtng for their de- 
ceased pastor." 

Tradition holds Mr. Troldenier in pleasant re- 
membrance. There are nnmerotu) incidental evi- 
dences, in the minutes and records of the church, 
showing that he ei^oyed the confidence of hia 
brethren, and was generally beloved for bis learn- 
ing and piety. 

Mr. Troldenier and the Bev. Br. Becker were 
bosom frienda, from their first acquaintance up to 
the time of his death. Dr. Becker, who then re- 
sided at Lancaster, on a certwo night had a very 
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vivid dream, id which Mr. Troldenier appeared at 
his bedside. He did not speak, not would he move 
away, but looked at him with eileat tenderness and 
affection. At length Dr. Becker aaid to him: 
"Gehe hiniiber in Friede!" — Go over in peace! — 
when he instantly vanished, and the Doctor awoke. 
The dream was deeply impressed upon hia memory, 
and affected him with peculiar tenderness. Not 
long afterwards, he heard that his dear fiiend 7^01- 
denier, the same night, and at the same hour, had 
actually passed over in peace to the land ol the 
blessed ! 
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KBV. LEBBECHT PREDEBICK 
HERMAN, D.D. 

1761 — 1818. 

Lebrbcht Fbedbsice Herman was born cif honest 
Christian parents, in Gasten, in tbe principality of 
Anhalt-Cothen, "October 9th, 1761. His father's 
name was Frederick Gottlieb, and his mother's 
Dorothea, whose maidea name was Wartman. He 
was early dedicated to God, by his pious parents, 
in holy baptJsm; and, at the proper age, he was 
received into full communion with the Sefonued 
Church, through the rite of confirmation, by Pastor 
Paltenins. 

In early youth, he was carefully sent to school, 
where he learned the elements of useiiil knowledge. 
Afterwards he spent six years in the celebrated 
school connected with the Orphan's House at Halle; 
and then took a course of three years, in theology, 
in the university of that city, under the tuition of 
Professors Mursina, Semmel, and Eesfel, where he 
made excellent progross. 

Having finished his studies, in 1782 he received 
a call to Bremen, as assistant preacher ; which he 
accepted, and served in that capacity three years. 
In 1785 he was called, by the deputies of the Synods 
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of Holland, to go to PeaneylvaDia, to aaaist ia snp- 
plying the great destitntioiis which bUU existed 
there in the German Reformed Church ; in answer 
to which, be cheerfall; offered himself for the work. 
Whereupon he proceeded to the Hague, where, in 
Februai7, 1786, he was ordained tor the foreign 
service, and sent to America, at the expense of tiie 
Synods of Holland, in company with the Sev. Mr. 
Troldenier. The depnties speak of both these 
"young men" as "being of great promise," and as 
coming to them "with the best testimouiala from 
the Gymnasium at Halle, and trom the chnich at 
Bremen; who, after a rigid examination by the 
depnties, gave satisfactory evidence of knowledge 
and fitness for the service of the Pennsylvania 
churches." ""We feel no hesitation," they farther 
add, "in commanding them to the love and esteem 
of the Cotns ; at the same time requesting tliat they 
may be famished with eh^ble sitnationa, and, if it 
may be, not far apart ; so that, by continuing their 
friendly intercourse with one another, they may 
become used the better to the hind in which they 
are strangers. We have great hopM that they, by 
their abilities and amiable deportment, will prove 
acceptable to their congregations, and instrumental 
in promoting the prosperity of the Church; which 
may God gradously grant !" ' 

Having arrived safely in this country, in August, 

1786, Mr. Herman was soon afterwards appointed 

pastor of the congregations of Easton, Plainfield, 

Dryland, and Greenwich; where also he immedi- 

> LetteiB from Hollua, p. 23. 

Vol. n.— 31 
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ately entered upon the duties of his office. The 
following year be entered the state of holy matri- 
mony, with Mary Johanna, daughter of Daniel 
and Mai7 Fiedt He officiated in this charge only 
about four years, when he resigned, fearing the 
coDsegneoces upon hifl health of the ezceesive 
labors which it devolved upon him. 

In 1790 he accepted of a call from the coogrega- 
tiona of Oermantown and Frankford, near Phila- 
delphia, where he remained twelve years, preaching 
both in the CierniaQ and English languages, find- 
ing, however, that preaching in two languages was 
too burdensome to him, he acc^ted a call, in 1800, 
to the churches of Swamp, Pottstown, and 8t. Vin- 
cent, in Montgomery county. 

Later, Mr. Herman paid special attention to the 
preparation of young men for the work of the holy 
niinistiy. In connection with his sons and students, 
Mr. Herman afterwards served the following con- 
gregations, namely, Coventry, Pikeland, and Kice, 
in Chester county ; Trappe, ia Montgomery county ; 
and Berger, Spiesz, Ami^, Boyers, and Oley, in 
Berks county. He prepared for the .ministry five 
of his own sons, as also Revds. John Guldin, Berg. 
S. Sehneck, Thomas Leinbach, Joseph Dubbs, Peter 
Fisher, Abraham Berge, Eichard Fisher, and David 
Young. He was instnimentftl in organizing several 
prosperous congregations, outlived all the missioii- 
aries sent in from Holland, and saw, to his loneliness 
and sorrow, all his early friends and fellow-laborera 
laid in the grave. He labored in the holy office nn< 
weariedly, for a period of about sixty years, daring 
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which time he baptised 8555, confirmed 4600, mar- 
ried 2600 couple, buried 2280, and preached from 
8000 to 10,000 times. ' 

In his old age, be was afflicted with loss of Bight, 
which very much limited bis nsefulneBB ; hut, tbongb 
he was depriTed from engaging in the active dnties 
of the minietiy, his heart and his prayers were with 
the cause of Christ. During'bis night of affliction, 
the Lord blessed him with a cheerfiil spirit, health 
of body, and TmshakeD faith in the full atonement 
of Christ. At length the hour which cornea to all, 
came also to him. On the 28th of January, and 
only a few days before his death, he was taken with 
an attack of apoplexy. He endured bis sufferings 
with calm reaignatioD, and with a strong desire to 
depart and be with Christ. On being asked, by 
one of his children, " Dear father, how are yon V 
he replied: "It is well with me — I am nearing 
heaven — my body is very weak, and will soon be 
dissolved; but Jesus my Redeemer will conetrnct 
for me a glorified body from this mass of corrup- 
tion: 

'JsBua lebtl wer dqh Tenagt 
Der veikleiaert Qottes EhnV" 

On the 30th of January, 1848, he sank peacefully 
into the arms of death, aged 86 years, 3 months, 
and 22 days. 

On the following Thursday, Februaiy the Sd, hia 
remains were baried in the graveyard at the church 
of Pottstown. The Eev. C. Miller spoke, at the 
house, on Acts xx. 25, 26, 27. The funeral sermon 
in the church was delivered by the Eev. Thomas 
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H. Leinbacfa, from Luke ii. 29. The Hav. Mr. 
■ Seibert offered ap the concluding prayer. A veiy 
large mnltittide of people had assembled to pay 
the tribute of their Iots and honor to the departed. 
His memory lives gratefully in the hearts of many 
whom, in life, he tanght aod blest by bia ministiy. 
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RET. ANTHONY HAUTZ. 



Akthoht Hatjtz was bora in Qenu&ny, Angast 
4tb, 1758. His &t;her, Philip Pater HaDtz, emi- 
grated in 1768, and settled in Lancaster, now Leba- ' 
non county, Pennsylvania. In yoath, Anthony 
learned the tailor bosiness, which he pnrsned with 
assiduity ; at the same time, however, devoting all 
his spare moments to the acqoisitioa oi useful 
knowledge, by means of books, which were not 
then, as now, accessible to every one. The desire 
of self-improvement, and of being qualified futh- 
fuUy to discbarge the duties incumbent upon a good 
citizen and diligent Christian, in whatever situation 
he might, in the providence of Qtod, be placed, seems 
to have Btimulatfid him in the pursuit of knowledge.' 

Mr. Hautz studied theology with the Rev. Dr. 
Hendel, then pastor in Lancaster, Fa. Having 
finished his studies, he became, about the middle 
of the year 1786, catecbist in the congregations of 
Cocalico, Modecreek, Reicher's, and Zeltenreioh, in 
Lancaster county. These congregations, being well 
pleased with his services, applied to the Cotus, which 
met in Lancaster, Jnne 5th, 1787, for his ezamina- 

■ For tbase, ftud also man; of tbe other facts pertainiDg to the 
life of Mr. Haoti, we are indebted to the irell-kuown and sno- 
ceufol Bntiqnaiiiui, I. P. Itapp, Esq. 
81* 



t, Google 



366 FATHBRB OF THE BEPOKMXD CHURCH. 

tion and liceDBcre, aBkiog, at the same time, tlmt 
he might be appointed aa their regular pastor. Uis 
ezaminatioQ was sans&ctoty, and Gotas granted 
their reqneat 

In 1788 the Bev. Mr. Hantz received and accepted 
a call from the congregation at Harrisbnrg. He was 
the first Btationed pastor &nd resident German He- 
formed minister in this place. Before he settled 
here, the <iterman Beformed were occaaionallj visited 
' bythatdevotedmanof Ot>d, theRer. LndwigLnpp, 
whose name is recorded, in 1787, as one of the con- 
tributora of fands to bnild a church in Harrisbnrg. 
Mr. Hantz served the HarrisbnTg congregation from 
1791 to 1797. In a statistical table, dated May 1st, 
1792, Mr. Hantz's congregations are given as fol- 
lows: "Harrisbnrg, heads of &milies, 46; baptised, 
26; school-children, 40: Middletown, heads of 
fiuuilies, 20 ; baptised, 15 : Fazton, heada of fami- 
lies, 18 ; baptised, 12 ; school-children, 80 : Weu- 
rich's, heads of families, 18 ; baptised, 10." 

The Bev. Mr. Hantz accepted a call from Carlisle, 
in 1798 — ^to which place he removed, and where he 
redded till 1804. Here hia first wife died, Novem- 
ber 10th, 1802. The affiliated congregations, with 
that of Carlisle, were Trendlespring, Cbnrcbtown, 
one or two miles west of Carlisle, and Frieden's 
chnrch. The latter was organized by him io 1793, 
while yet pastor at Hanisbnrg. The congregation 
wor^ipped for some time in the old school-hooae. 
In 1798 .the building of a church was commenced, 
under the superintendence of Friederich Lang, Jonaa 
Bapp, Leonard Schwartz, and Bev. Anthony Hantz : 
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Martin Rapp and Thomas Anderson, bailders. The 
church waa completed and dedicated, May 19th, 1799. 
Having visited Seneca county, in the State of 
New York, in 1803, Mr. Hautz removed thither 
Vfith his family, in the spring of 1804. Wo have 
received an account of his life and labors there, 
through the kindneBs of the Rev. Deatrich Willere, 
of Fayette, New York. The facts are bo well ar- 
ranged and expressed, that we give them ia his 
own language: 

"As jEneas, after the besieging of Troy by the 
Greuan heroes, found finally a place of refage in 
Lalinm, so the Bev. Anthony Hantz, left the State 
of Pennsylvania, and sought a lasting residence in 
the State of New York. The old Eeystone State 
and the Empire State were already, in their early 
history, closely connected in the human mind. After 
Sullivan's war and excursions against the Indians, 
the eyes of adventurers and settlers were directed 
towards Seneca, Cayuga, and Tompkins counties, 
in this State, where many Germans from North- 
ampton, Lehigh, and Cumberland, in the prime of 
life, moved to find a more convenient means of sub- 
aistence upon its luxurious soil; which, however, 
could not be done in the beginning, bat only after 
hazardous and severe labors. They brought their 
Bibles and their catechisms, their religious princi- 
ples, with them. As the vanguard had safely ar- 
rived, others followed, amongst whom was the Bev. 
Anthony Hautz. 

" The opening of the 19th century was accom- 
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panied with an emigratiDg spirit. It waa in 180S 
that Mr. Hants left Carlisle, where he then bad 
preached, and, with other friends, resolved to settle 
here io Beneca connty. At that time, it was a 
coDsiderable nndertakiiig to travel from some parts 
of FeDDsylvania to the State of New York, paiv 
Ucalarly to Seneca or Tompkins county, which was 
generally performed on horseback, as the forests be- 
came ocoauonally most impassable, and sometimes 
the Indians and wild beasts made travelling daoger- 
ons— to which was added the difficulty of passing 
the Lycoming Creek, which was at least to be 
passed twenty times, and was veiy high in spring, 
after the melting of the snow on the surrounding 
hills. Under these circamstaDcee, adventarers gene- 
rally travelled in little caravans. 

"When Mr. Hantz, in 1^03, arrived in Seneca 
conn^, bis first endeavors were directed towards 
gathering the scattered members of the German 
Eeformed Church. He intended to make this his 
permanent residence, for he bought 100 acres of 
land, aboDt three miles from TJnioa Spring, where 
Ked Jacket, the late chief of the Seneca tribe of 
Indians, was bom. He commenced to preach at 
two different places in this county, the one called 
' Merkel's BcbooUhouse,' the other knoirn by the 
name of the 'Burg,' perhaps so named after an 
Indian fortification. In the Burg, he preached 
sometimes in houses, at other limes in bani^ and 
baptised many children. The inbabitaats in these 
new settlements were, at that time, poor, mostly 
living in the wood^ in roughly caonstracted log- 

c,qi,it!dt,Google 



aEV. ANTHOKY HAUTZ, 369 

cabins, and with bama corresponding. Tbey were 
contented to have divine worship in a log school- 
house or barn, and did not ieel tbensselvea rich 
enough to build chnrches. German Keformed, 
Lutherans, and Albrights, were the principal de- 
DominatioQS in these regions. 

"As Mr. Haatz could not effect the desired union 
between the German Beformed and Lutheran mem- 
bers,, he left here in 1805, for Tenoa, in Tompkins 
county, where many Germans had settled in the 
neighborhood of Cayuga Lake, who bad two school- 
houses in Lansing and Salmon Creek, forming two 
congregations, composed of German Reformed and 
Lutheran members, who bad been visited by Bev. 
Dr. Geissenbeimer, and had been organised by a 
Lutheran minister, Eev. OreL Mr. Hautz preached 
every four weeks in Seneca county, and had then 
four congregations. 

"In 1809 a Lutheran minister. Rev. Lot Merkel, 
came into this county; and, by the united exertions 
of both ministers and congregations, a plan was laid 
for the erection of a house of divine worship, twenty- 
eight by thirty-five feet Past experiences, no doubt, 
had taught Mr. Hautz that union churches only 
should be built where stem necessity required it ; 
and, according to the church-book, be was not very 
favorable to union churches. The church was dedi- 
cated on April 21, 1811, by Eevda. A. Hautz and 
L. Merkel, and received the name of 'Zion's 
Cbarcb." This building burnt down. February 
7th, 1835, on the same spot, was built * Jerusalem 
Church,' in which the Hev. D. Willers now preaches. 
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" Mr. Hantz continued hie miniBtty in Seneca 
connt; till about 1S13; and, after ten years' labor, 
being now threescore and ten, be Uioited bis call to 
Lansing and Salmon Creek congregations, in whose 
neighborhood he lived. After some years' labor, he 
retired, in 1815, from bis ministerial functions, antt 
moved to the township of Grotton, in -TorapkiDS 
county, where he spent the remainder of hie days. 

" The people in our region speak well of Kev. 
A. Hautz, as a minister of the Gospel. Some of 
his aged friends dwell with pleasure and delight on 
bis ministry here. Their countenances brighten 
when they bear bis name mentioned. I have col- 
lected the above from a few old living frieAds of Rev, 
Hautz, one of whom be confirmed in Cumberland. 

" I shall conclude with a few characteristics. Aa 
to the mental endowments of Kev. A. Hautz, ' pre^ 
sence of mind,' and quick retort, seem to have been 
his principal characteristics, When preaching once 
at Zeltenreich's, in the neighborbood of New Hol- 
land, Lancaster county, and riding trora one church 
to the other, a somewhat aged friend, riding with 
him, whilst they oonversed on preaching the Gos* 
pel, remarked, in hie usual honest lone: 'Yes, the 
preaching of the Gospel is necessary for the youth.' 
'Yes,' replied he, 'and for the aged too.' 

"When pleaching in Lansing, be found it ne- 
cessary to speak often on repentauce. One of the 
members, no doubt to draw the minister's attention, 
remarked to him : ' Tou have preached a goOd while 
on repentance ; preach once something else.' . ' Aa 
soon as you repent,' was the quick.reply. 
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"The namo of Mr. Hautz ia not mentioned in the 
Bynodicsl Minutes after 1804. Some enemies of biB, 
therefore, acoased bim of not belonging any more 
to the Heformed Synod. This was in 1811. He 
WBB (^d when he came here ; had at least 200 miles 
to trayel, to meet the Reverend Synod; and, not 
reportJng bimeelf |x> be among the living, the Synod 
may have considered bim dead, when he was yet 
alive. According to report, there has never been 
anything wrong in his behaviour." 

Mr. Hantz was hospitable and kind, bat also firm 
and determined, whenever he believed it his duty to 
oppose; yet this be always did openly, and without 
diegniee. He is said to have taken considerable in- 
terest in politics, and was patriotic in his feelings. 
He sometimes wrote verses in reproof of prevailing 
sins. The following specimen has been preserved 
byLD. Knpp, Esq.: 

"Was hat nos nun die Zeit gebroohtf 
Ihr SrlldJeir nehmt each wohl in acht, 
Ihr denkt ea irt kein grois Tergehen, 
Vor altera ist es aaeh getebetten; 
Za dieaer Zeit ist es gemein, 
Wir gehen doch lam Himnel ein." 

" His personal appearance," says Br. Helfenstein, 
"was tall, slim, and meagre. He had a dark com- 
plexion, with a large aquiline nose. His tempera- 
ment was sanguine, partaking of the nature of the 
air, which, by its great elasticity, yields to every 
presBure, and directly afterwards regains its former 
stay. He was somewhat impulsive, yet, when in- 
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tervening time had calmed him, and his steps could 
be retraced, he would lay amde tiie sin, haste, which 
beset him." 

To illostrate hie spirit, the following is in point: 
" In the year 1790," eaye Dr. Helfenstein, in a letter 
to Mr. !Rupp, "my fether, minister in Gennantown, 
departed this life : an invitatioQ was sent to the Ber. 
Anthony Hantz to visit that church. He did so. 
They gave him a call : he accepted of it, retamed 
home, and shortly afterwards gave them notice that 
he declined. The reason he gave was, that if the 
Kev. Heltenstein had his difficulties in the congre- 
gation, how coald he be able to manage them? 
The diffienlties were the prayer-meetings, that were 
at that time introduced into the congregation. There 
was then a great revival in the charch — numbers 
were awakened, and met together in prayer-meet- 
ings : to this there was great opposition, and caused 
much commotion in the congregation." 

Tradition in Cumberland county says that Mr. 
Hantz was zealous and earnest in his preaching, 
dwelling, with nncommon force of argument and 
pointed application, on the leading doctrines of 
grace, as contained in Scripture, and set forth in 
the Heidelberg Catechism. His sermons were well 
received by the people ; and, as th^ are still re- 
membered with pleasure by his few aged hearers 
who remwn, they were, no doubt, a true blessing 
to many who have long since departed into the 
rewards of a heavenly life. 
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Ddunq that period of the past Mutnrj oorered hj the lAtn 
which ire bave given, there were some miniBtera who lahored 
in the German S^formed Church in America, whoee lives were 
either only partly spent in the Church, or were not aufficiently 
eventful to eall for a formal etcetch ; and of whom, in some 
oaaes, not eooogh is known to make it pc«uble to ^ve one. 
Still, euch deserve some notice. We here present, accordingly, 
the frnils of oor reaearahes, aa relating to such ; believing that 
the facta presented are of sufficient historieal importance to 
claim the place awarded them. In the looalitiea to whioh they 
belong, the facte presented may be interesting to many, and 
prove no unimportant help in tracing local hiatory; while, at 
ibe same time, it might cost any one, who bod not gone over 
the aame ground, much labor to find these facta for himself. 
We have followed the obronolo^cat order in the arrangement 
of these biographical tiogments, as in the other port of the 
volume. 



RET. JOHN FREDBKICK KBGEB. 

Hi officiated at the marriage of Conrad Weisei, in Sohohuie, 
New York, Nor. 2!M, 1720. He speaks of him as " Befbrmir- 
Ut Prediget." The name is German. (Weiser's Joomal, tr. 
by Bnpp, pp. 13, 52.) 
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Ii may here be Temorked, by tbe way, that tradition baa 
ftBgerted, and it hsB been beliered, even by some of his de- 
■oendants, that Conrad Weiser marritd an Indian girl. This 
is not M. Her name was "Ann Eva:" be oalli ber "ineine 
Anna Eva." Mr. Muhlenberg, in the Hal. Nach., p. 976, says 
fae waa nnitod in marriage "mit einer Tentwben Chriatlichen 
PBTwin EvangeliMhen Eltem" — vith a Qerman Cbriatian per- 
son of STangelioal parents. 



REV. JOHN JACOB OEHL. 
Hi is mendoned, in Conrad Weieer'e Jonmal, as " Reformit- 
ter Prediger" in Schoharie, New York. Mr. Weiser says be 
baptiMd one of hia daaghters, Deo. 13th, 1724. The name 
being Qerman, and the iiiot that there were many Germans 
there at tiiat period, indicates him as a German Reformed. 
This reomveB aome confirmation from the fact that Conrad 
Weiser himself, according to the testimony of Sponganberg, 
was by birth and baptism Genaan Reformed. The following 
letter of Mr. Oehl, ho curiously made up of Dutch, Latin, Ger- 
man, and English, will interest the reader : 

" Rerd. Jacob Oel, to Sir Wm. Johnson, 

"uyt mein hauss febr. 
" To tbe honorable de Ste A* 1762. 

"Sir Villiam Johnson 

"that y reit these Letter en trouble Ton 
by these y be forced for it: the Reason is because y heard 
yeKterdny in the Castle that the Bostoaiers were designed to 
ereot schools in every Castle by choosing uyt two yung boys for 
to be send in nieu engelland to be instructed there and them 
should instruot others in proper learning, now learning is 
good en is most necessary amongst the baddens that oannot ba 
oontradioted but j want to know to what design as it is to 
introdooe their own Presbyteren Church than can it be allowed, 
en as it prejudice our Church en Church ceremonies, en is not 
agteable en uonform to them than it must not be allowed en as 
BO is it is against them : but aa bet desiga is with that poorpoM 
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(ban y liave nothing to »ay en be content en maat be content 
witb it. Qow Sir ; let it to ;oar Sira weisse eooeideratie en ha 
eholl to best knowdewh&t is in tbeee matters, en lei my^ 
ignorant in (hat matter, bnt j think it *balt not ha taken in a 
rang HCinse tiiat j reit these things to your Honour then 7 noem 
flreely mine beste friend that 7 have here en can trast 7 want 
7onr presence en to tak fteely to 70a bnt 7e8terda7 en now is 
not MOuie for it, for to hear jonr meaning in that matter as it 
is for the pr^ndioe en rung the Charob 7 cannot eonsent to it. 
en 7 most mantaine en will mantoin the Church of our Church, 
■0 lang 7 can en wath is in mine little power y shall doe, and 
will doe, allwa7B y remiun in hast your fHend en well wisher 
"witb all respect en humble 

' "JoBM Jacob Oil. 

"P. S. 7 hope en think Sis Williams en Yonr Honor shall . 
be fonr our chnrches Seithe oi^ire. as 7 can have an Answer 
thro of by few lines 7 shall take it for a great Hononr." 

(Addressed] "These Letter is directed to the honorable 

" Sir Baronet William Johnson overseer, over the Indien 
affairB en present 

" now att Cunad Schoharry." 

From Documentary Hist, of New York, vol. iv., p. 198^ The 
editor says: "Mr. Oehlwaa appointed assistant missionary to 
the Mohawk Indians in 1750. He oontinned to act in that 
capacit7 down to the Revolution." (I. D. Rupp.) 



REV. G. H. DORSTIUS. 

Hb settled aa pastor in Bucks ooant7, Pennsylvania, about 
the year 1731. His charge lay in what is now included in the 
townships of Northampton and Sontbsrapton, on the Nishaminy 
stream. He preached both in the Dntoh and Qermon langaages, 
thongh be seems to have need only the Dutch in his charge. (Sea 
Life of Schlatter, p. 180.) 

We learn, from a letter addressed by the S7nod of Sooth Hol- 
land to the Hon. Logan, President of the CoudoU of Pennayl- 
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vania, in relatiDn to the money collected in Eantpe bjr Beif snd 
Veiu, dftted April ISth, IT39, that DontiaH was alio at that 
time poator in Backs conntj. He is faTOrmbly mentioned in 
this letter. He Mema to have continued in the tame charge; 
for Hr. Schlatter, September 16tfa, 1746, foond him still laboi^ 
ing there. He reaeived Mr. Schlatter ia a veiy friend; manner, 
and entered fnlly and earnestly into hie instraolianB. He was 
&TOrable to the organisation of the OStos, and intended to be 
present at its orgBniiation, Sept. 26th, 1747 ; bat lie "«as pro- 
Tidentiallj detained," and oooM only show hia good will "by 
greeting the aaaembly irith b fiimdl j letter," {lAfy of Sehlat- 
tn, p. 53.) 

In 1748 there aroae some difficnlties in hie oongiegationa, 
whioh wearisd the good men. He invited Hr. Schlatter to 
visit tbem, and help to allay the etrife. The effort to roatore 
peaoe having proved frnitiass, ha made np hit mind to go to 
Holland. (See Life of Schlatter, p. 180.) Whether be carried 
this purpose into exeootion, vre do not know. He seems, how 
ever, at that time, to have left hia charge ; having served them 
fhithfally for about seventeen yearg. 

All that is knovra of the Kev. Mr. Doratius ia to hia praise. 
"He was aoundty evangelical," aays the Bev. Dr. De Witt, 
"and a powerful and aaooeasfnl preacher; and was the intimate 
friend of Theodoros J, Frelinghnysen, who settled at Baritan, 
New Jersey, in 1720, and whose mioiatry was so aingularly 
blessed." 



BEV. JOHN JACOB HOCK. 

Ta> Bbv. Johk Jacou Hoce was the first stated German Be- 
fbnued minister in tbe oongregetion at Lancaster, Pa. He 
miniBtered to tiiis chnrch about sixteen months. Mr. Beiger 
bad, it seems, preaobed some in town prerionaly, but tiiere had 
been as yet no chnreh boilding. On tbe "festiviij of Holy Whit- 
enntide," Jone 20th, 173S, a new log-ehnreh was consecrated ; 
an account of which solemnity is given in the reoords, in which 
also it is Bteted that "the teaober, preacher, or pastor, called to 
this office by Qod, vras the reverend and truly [uoitB John J«Mb 
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Hook. Inipired hy tbe Spirit of Qod, he chose aa bia iDtrodniy 
tion the wordi in the prophecy of Isaiah, the 35th chapter and 
lat rerae : ' The witdsnieH and the solitar; place ahalt ba glad 
for them, and the desert ahall r^oice and blossom as the rose.' 
The text itself waa the latter claose of the foarth verse in the 
103d Psalm: 'Who ciowneth thee with loving kindness and 
tender memnes ;' and we joined irith eaoh other in singing the 
84th Psalm." 

Nothing brtber is known of him. His ministry terminated 
Oct. 30th, 1737, whether bj death or removal cannot be ascer- 



BEY. TOBERBILLER. 

Tbkbb were, as early as 1734, Swiss Reformed on the Savan- 
nah, in Carolina and Georgia. They settled at Puryabarg, 
Savannahtown, on the head-waters of the Savannah river, and 
at New Windsor. 

Jnne 14tb, 1737, mention is made of the faot that a boat-load 
of Swiea, from Parysborg, visited Ebaneier, and remained there 
tiiat day, " Ck)ttesdeinst-wegen ;" because, at this time, the Swiss 
at Puryshnrg were still without a pastor of their own. (TJIsp. 
Hach.,T0l.i. p. 1060.) 

June 30th, 1737. "Aasser Savannah, welche die Hauptetadt 
in dieser Colonie ist, is eine andere sehr vreidaUfige Stadt auf 
der auderen seita des Savannah Flusaes, in Caroline, cwisoben 
uns and der Stadt Savannah, angelegt von dem bokanten 
Sobweitzer Pnry, der seine landslente hieher gefuhret hat. Ea 
wohnea laater Franaiieiaobe Schweitzer, Beformirter Religion, 
wie ancb viele Tentache ans der Sohweiti, and anderer Orten 
daaelhat" (UIsp. Naoh., vol. ii. p. 2006.) Boliins, the La- 
tberan minister, speaks of a transport of Swiss, as hariog 
arrived in May, 1737, with a view of laying ont a town. Tbia, 
it is aappoaed, was the town of Bern. 

It appears they bad no minister till 1738. "Mu, 22ten, 
1738," aays Boluns, the Lutheran pastor, "es ist nun der alta 
Herr Tobertnller, ein Beformirter Prediger aas der Sohweits 
in Poryabiug angekommen." (Ulsp. Naoh., voL L p. 2350.) 
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Again, Julj 11th, 1738: "In Pnrysbarg beiQohte tch d«ii 
Herm Prediger Toberbiller, der am Titbet sehr, krank dsnii&- 
der lag. Seine Fiau i>t ibm tot 14 Tagen, and Hine Tochter 
Tor 8 Tagen g«atoTb«n. Der Sohn iet aoob krank." (Dlap. Naob., 
vol. i. p. 23SS.] Thai, it Heme, be bad sorrow upoD sorrow. 
We bare nothing farther concerning tfaia man. The probabil- 
ity is, that be soon followed bis family into tbe better world. 
(See also Ltiher'e Oesch., pp. 64, 68, 69.) The extraota ftom the 
VlBp. Naoh. were kindly made for as by I. D. Enpp, from a 
copy owned by B. Eelker, Esq., of Harrisbnrg, Pa. 



REV. VALK. 

Januabt 30th, 1739, the Rev. Mr. Boliios speaks of a Mr. 
Valk, or Falk. He says he was orduned by a bishop in Swe- 
den, " and sent to America." He spent some time in Pennsyl- 
vania. He afterwards went to Georgia, and called on the Kef. 
Mr. Bobins, at New Ebenezer. He says Mr. Valk spent some 
time at Parysburg, and that he " proposed to preach for the 
Beformed people in SavaniAih;'' bnt tbey did not accept of bim, 
because "he cannot get along in the German langaage: he 
epeaks pretty well in Dutch." (UlBp. Nach., vol. ii. p. 2.) 

June 24tb, 1730, the Rev, Mr. BoIeius mentions him as bav^ 
ing gone to Savannahtown, alter he could not succeed at Parys- 
burg. Here also he did not sncoeed. He was then for a time 
in Pellacbacolas, on the Sarannah river, where be baptised eoma 
vhildreo, and endesTored to establish "a kind of religiouB eer- 
viee" among the English and negroes; but, beoaase he eon- 
dnoted himself somewhat improperly, he reoeired his dismissal, 
after which he went hack to Charleetown. (Ulsp. Naeb., ToL ii. 
p. 137.) 



REV. THEUS. 

Hx was a Swiss. Dr. Maiileuberg mentions him in hia Joiuv 

nal. He says be oame to this country, with his parents, aa a 

eandidatiu theoloffica. Ha was examined and orduned, in 1739, 

by the English Presbyterian Ministerium. Ha bad for mr - j 
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jtun ohaige of coDgregsUoiiB at Kongaree, or Congaree, in 
Sonth CarolinA, about 120 milea south of ChulestoD. He wM 
■till living in 1775, u appears from Muhlenberg's JoarniJ. (See 
Evatig. Beviaw, vol. i. pp. 540, 541.) He had, up to that time 
(1775, nhioh, &om 1T39, woald be a period of thirtf-siz jeanj, 
performed tbe duties of the minislerial office among the German 
Befbnned and Lutheran congregatioDS soattered over that tbinlj 
populated country. Ha had, during all that time, "conducted 
himself with the propriety and fidelity due his station, accord- 
ing to the testimony of capable witnesBes." (See UUperger 
Naoh., p. 2350} furnished for the author by I. D. Bapp.) 



HEER INSPECTOR PETER HEINRICH 
TORSIHIUS. 
Hie DBme is thus written in tbe old record-book in tbe oburch 
called " Egypter," in Lehigh county. Nothing is known of him 
further than that he visited that church, preached, and baptised 
several children, on the 22d of November, 1740. (Rev. Ur. 
Dubhs.) 

RET. JACOB FREDERICK SCHERTLEIN. 
This man, previous to tbe year 1740, labored in what is now 
Lehigh county. Pa. He vros present at the laying of the corner- 
stones of tbe Heidelberg and Ziegel churches, in 1740, and naa 
the minister in charge at that time. Judging from his writings, 
he nas a very well-eduoated man. (Letter from the Kev. W. A. 
Helfricb, Aug. Slst, 1857.) 



REV. JOHN CONRAD WUERT. 
Hb vaa a Swiss. He became pastor of the " Egypter" con- 
gregation, in Lehigh county, in the year 1742. Ha served thie 
church till 1744, and bapticed fifteen children, " History is 
silent," says the Bev. Mr. Dnbbs, "as to what became of him 
■fterwaida." 
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REV. CASPER LEWIS SCHNORB. 
Hi wu putor of the Oermui Refoimecl oongregfttion at Iiaa. 
CftBt«r, from November, 1744, to Marcb, 1T4C. From % notice 
in Ssur's paper, Ootobei 16th, 1749, we learn that he wm guilty 
of leTerol flagrant misdemeuion, while at Lancaster, for which 
he wu tried, found gailtj, and purtiihed. Saur speaks of him 
■gnin, in his paper of Juns 16th, 1750, in the same Btjie. He 
was, no doubt, ui ecclesiastical vagabond. What became of him 
is not known. 

BET. FREDERICK CA8IMIR MULLER. 
In 1748 Hr. HuUer organized a congregation in Long Swamp 
township, Bucks county, Pa., and was pastor there for several 
jears. (Letter from the Rev. W. A. Helfricb, Aug. 31st, 1857.) 



REV. ZUBLI. 
Tbib is the name of a minister, as appears, of the German 
Reformed Church, who was in Charleston, South Carolina, in 
1749: whether be was looated there, or had just arrived in that 
port, does not appear. The Rev. Mr. Lischj rDCOmmended him, 
in that jear, to the congregation at Lancaster, then vacant; and, 
Bt their request, gave them a copy of a call to be nnt to him. 
Perhaps the call was never sent, or, if sent, did not reach him, 
or wae not accepted ; at leas^ he was never pastor at Lancaster. 
(See Hal. Nach., p. 644. Dr. Mayer's MS8., vol. i. pp. 33, 34.) 



RET. JONATHAN DU BOIS. 
Ws find him, as early as 1751, in the charge previously served 
by the Rev. Mr. Dorstins. Mr. Schlatter mentions him, in 1752, 
as a " Low Dutch proponent," who "preached in Northampton 
and Sontbampton, in the way of supply, aince ITSl." He was, 
no donbt, the immediate sncoeasoT of Mr. DoratioB, in JEhwks 
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eoimtj. He was soon after settled there as regular pastor, 
preacbing 'only in the Dutch language. 

In a La^u letter to the Tathera in Holland, h; the Rev. Hr. 
Stdoer, President of CiitBS, dated Philadelphia, Oct. 16th, 1758, 
ve have the following notice of him ; " Rev. Du Bois, hitherto 
a member of onr Ciitiu, asksd permission to join the Dutoh 
Cotns in New Yoik ; alleging, as a reuon, that our vernacular 
Germnn tongue was very difGcult for him to understand, and 
especiallj for bis Elders, who were obliged to emploj an inter- 
preter. But as ws were wilUog neither to grant his request 
nor refuse it, on our own responsibilitj, we inform ;an, vene- 
rable Fathers I and await yoni advice and wishes in the matter." 

In another letter, Oct. 10th, 1759, it is said : " Bev. Du Bois 
has remuned a member of our Ciitas, as heretofore, and will so 
continue, nuless taken elsewhere b; a lawful oalL He did not, 
indeed, appear at our last COtus ; but the reason was the sick- 
nesa of his family, and eapemallj of his wife, who was then 
very ill." 

In a letter accompanying the CQtal Acts pf the year 1775, 
there is the following: "Yod, Venerable Tathers, desiie infoiv 
mation concerning the coDgregations which were served by Rev, 
Du Bois, while be yet lived. Thsy are again provided for bj 
a minister from New York, who preaches English and Low 
Dutch." From this we may infer that Mr. Du Bois died a short 
lime previous to 1TT5. Thus early, olio, did the Dutch language, 
in Bucks county, begin to give way to the English. 

We find, also, a Du Bois mentioned, as minister in New York, 
as early as 1707. (See HaL Nach., p. 442.) He wa^ perhaps, 
the father of this one. Also, the Rev. Abraham Du Bois is re- 
ferred to, as minister in "Grossen Schwam," Jan. 1742. (BUd. 
Samml., vol. ii. p. 760.) This may have been a brother. 



REV. JOHANNES JACOBUS DILLENBBRGBE. 
Hb was a Swiss; took charge of the "Egypter" congr^gSi- 
tion in the year 1752, and served it till sometime in the year 
1755. In these three yeata he baptiied eighteen children^ after 
which he disappears. (Rev. Mr. Dabbs.) 
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REV. RUDOLPH KIDENWEILER. 

This man offioiated Mren yean in the Long Swtunp oODgr»- 
gallon, in Baeka count;, Pa., from 1754 to 1762, (Latter from 
tbe Bev. W. A. HeUricb, Aug. Slat, 1857.) 



EEV. WILLIAM KALS. 

This man ii epoken of, in a letter of the Rev. Mr. Steiner, as 
"der in Holland wohl bekante GnlielmnB Kala," who, in 1756, 
oame from London, 'with recommendatione from tbe Rev. Dr. 
Chandler. He preached seTeral times in the ooDgregation in 
Philadelphia, after it had become vacant by the lesignatioQ of 
Di. Stoj; and ironld, in all probability, have been elected as 
tbiir pastor, bad he been able to present testimoDiala from the 
Fathers in Holland. In the absence of these, some opposed 
him; wherenpon he lelt Pbiladolphia, and became pastor of a 
Dotch Reformed ohtireh in Amwell, New Jersey. The consis- 
torr of the church in Philadelphia, in a letter to tbe Bev. Mr. 
Steiner, in Frederick, Md., dated Jannary 30th, 1759, ^vc ad- 
lUtional reasons for not accepting bim as their pastor: "Tiela 
daohloa er wolde sicb nicht schicken in die statt, dan er bat nnr 
ein ang, war aid nod sehr gebrechlich, nnd der bochtealschen 
sprage aogewobnet, nnd batte kein Eeugolia von Holland." (See 
Dr. Mayer's MSS., vol. t. pp. 87, 105.) He remained at Amwell 
only abont a year. (A letter by the Rev. Mr. Steiner, in Dr. 
Mayer's MSS., vol. i. p. 124.) Farther we cannot trace him. 



REV. FREDERICK DALLICKER. 

ame was originally Pe la Cour, which is Frenob ; and 
DO donbc, of Huguenot descent He was bom February 
. He entered the service of the Chnrofa lAont 1757, 
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aceordint; to the Btatemeut on his tombatona, vhere it is said 
that "be served the Keformed Church in this countrj fortj-two 

Id the Cotal Minutea of I7T0, it ia mentioned that Mi. Dal< 
lioker had left the oongiegatlon of AmVell, New Jersey, on 
account of strife among them. He seems then to have taken 
charge of the coDgregatioos of Bockaway, Talle;, Alexandria, 
and Foxenhnrg, in New Jersey : we find, at least, in the Minatea 
of 1782, that be left this charge at that time, baring served them 
"hitherto." He then removed to Qoshenhoppen, taking chv)i^ 
there ID the early part of 1782, and continued till 1TS4. His 
wife died in 1784. (Dr. Mayer's MSS., vol. ii. p. 66.) 

On tbe lOtb of October, 1787, Mr. Ballicker and Mr. Scblat- 
ter were present at the funeral of the Rev. Dr. Mablaoberg, at 
tbe Trappe. (Cent. Sermon of the Ber. J. W. Biohards, 1843, 
p. 25.) 

Mr. Dollicker died January 15th, 1799, aged 60 years, 10 
months, and 17 days ; and is buried in the Qerman Beforme4 
graveyard of Faulkner Swamp, where a suitable memorial stone 
marks hie grave. Poueral text, Heb. xili. 17. 



ME. BONNER. 

" Ik regard to the young man Bonner, we clearly underatsjid 
your wish, Venerable Fathera. He ia still proaecuUng his stu- 
dies, b^un nnder tbe auspices of Bev. Stoy, and diligeotlj 
Bocrifioea to the Mnaea. The labor and core whieh Rbt. 
Stoy baa bestowed on his instruction, we have partially re- 
eompensed traia the Holland fund. But since thin young 
mao oao look for nothing from Holland, to aid bim in com- 
pleting his atudiea, we will earnestly recommend him to tbe 
English dispensers of their bounty, so that he may be able to 
atl^n, at length, bis desired goal." (Letter to Holland, in 
Latin, by the Ber. J. C. Steiner, clerk of Cdtus, dated Frede- 
rioktown, Hd., Not. 9tb, 1757.) 
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KEY. MR. MARTIN. 
Hi preached, in tb« year 1759, id the weBtem part of North 
Carolina, and also, oa ia supposed, in parts of Soath Carolina. 
There wu bIm a Ber. Mr. Dupert (originally De Pert) in the 
same region, in 17&4. After these, others officiated in scattered 
Uermaa Reformed oongregationa, on the same gronnd, np to 
1789, of whom nothing is known to ua, except their names; 
They were Rerda. Schwam, Schneider, and Bithahn, or Beo- 
thahn, perhaps the same as Pithon, of whom a notice will be 
found elsewhere in this work. (See West Miaa., March ISth, 
1854.) 



REV. MR. FREDERICK. 
Ama tiie death of the Rev. Mr. Tempelman, soon after 1760, 
bis field in Lebanon county was sapplied, for a short time, by a 
BeT. Mr. Frederick, who had come from Switzerland, He was 
familiarly called "der Schweitzer Prediger" — the Swiss minis- 
ter. "Of the labors of this man, nothing has been lefl on 
record : it ia merely reported that be waa a man of high apirit 
and hasty temperament, and who could not salt himself to the 
mannera and customs of the people, at that Ume. After some 
time, he thought it best to leare tbia oonntry, and return to 
Europe." (Rev. H. Wagner, in the Qer. Ref. Messenger, April 
19th, 1854.) 



REV. CASPER MICHAEL 8TAPEL. 
Tbb "newly erected ohuroh for the Qerman Reformed in 
Amwyl," New Jeraey, was couaeenited by the Itevda. Weiaa 
and I/eidicb, "officially Reformed CStus ministers," December 
let, 1749. At a meeting of the congregatiou, on the 2d, arti- 
clea of order and discipline were adopted, to this effect: no min- 
ister shall preach there who doea' not belong Ui Ciitna ; no one 
abdl be a member who is not devoted, "with mouth and heart," 
to the doctiinea of the Heidelberg Catechism ; no other, formula 
■hall be used, in the administration of Baptigm and the Loid'a 
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Supper, tban tba oiLe in general ase, as appended to the Heidel- 
berg CiLtechiem ; do cbild, except in cases of sickness, shall bs 
baptized unless it be brought into the chnrcb, and only the 
parenta, and thej, if coDflrmed, shall present it ; the dead shall 
be buried with appropriate Bolemnities ; the members shall con- 
tribute to the support of the cbnrch. Signed bj Bevds. Weisi 
and Leidiob, and twentj-three male members. Julj 12tb, 1762, 
UDdec the mioiatry of the Rer. Casper Michael Stapel, a more 
, exteosive series of rules nere adopted, in addition to those of 
1749. November 16tb, 1763, these roles were agoio confirmed 
bj the congregation. At that time the congregation was vacant. 
We Snd the Rev. Casper Hicboel Stapel pastor at Amwjl, July 
12th, 1762 : be is spoken of as " ordentlioher Prediger." 

Oct. 29th, 1762, the consistory of the church &t Amwyl, in 
New Jersey, wrote to the Synods of North and South Holland, 
in regard to Mr. Stapel. They praise him, aiid gratefully ce-. 
joice in bis snocess amonj; them. They say he iiiBtrnated and 
confirmed, in a short time, eighty-four persons ; and thus " he 
has destroyed the thought that, in a short time. New Jersey 
roust acknowledge the English Presbyterian Church as their 
Churoh." There are, they say, two schoolmasters laboring 
under his direction ; they stand fully nndei the Ctitos ; his ill- 
natured wife refuses to come t« this country ; they desire them 
to call upon her, in tbo Hamburg papers, to come to her hus- 
band, and, if she does not obey, to free him, have him legally 
divorced, that be may marry again ; "as it is necessarj for a 
minister, in this country, to be married." They saj seven 
years, the legal time, has transpired sines she abandoned him. 
They priuse bim as an eminent chemist. It does not appear 
that the Fathers acknowledged the legal right to obt^ a divorce 
OS the same with the Scripture right. 

Mr. Stapel signs himself President of the Ciitus of Pennsyl- 
vania, in a letter to the Fathers, May 17th, 1763. We find that 
he was president of a special meeting of Cotus, wbiob met at 
Philadelphia, OcL 24th, 1763. From this it appears that ha 
was, at that time at least, a regular member of C6tns. (See 
transcribed documents relating to Mr. Stapel and the church in 
New Jersey, in Dr. Mayer's MSS., vol. i. pp. 15, 21, 1S8-9, 168.) 
Vol. n.^ 33 
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REV. JACOB RIESS. 

Hi seems to bSTe been pastor at New Ooehenhoppen after tbe 

death of the Rev. George Michael Weisi, in 1762. How long 

be was here, or what beooine of him, is not known. (Record* 

of Goshenhoppen.) 



RET. ROTHENBtJHLER. 



Wi present the fijUowiDg foots in regard to Hr. RothenhUhler'B 
life, obieflj on aoooont of their biatorieal interest. In the 
FranUin Library, of Pbtladelpbia, le a file of the "Wtichent- 
lioher PbiladelpbiB Staats Bote," published bj H. Miller. The 
Tolnme for 1763 contains matters touching the Rev. Hi. Bo- 
tbenbuhlar. No. 79, for Jalj 18th, 1763, cont^ns an aeootmt 
of RothenbUbler's conduct, one column and a. half, signed b; 
Revds. Stapel, Alsentz, Lejdtch, Du Bois, Waldschmidl, And 
Vejberg; then ibllows RothenbUbler's replication, in one-eighth 
of a colamn, aod also an Appeal b; RothenbUhler, of three 
columns. No. 84, Aug. S2d, contains an Answer from tbe Bar. 
Stapel, Pres. of CStue, Alsents, See., one column and a fourth. 
No. 85, Aog. 2tlth, three columns and tbree-fbnrths. No. 86, 
Sept. 25th, from a laj member, one column. 

From tbe sonrces above referred to, it appean that Fredenck 
RothenhUhlei was born in Bern, Switserland, where be received 
an aoademio and theological edaeation ; was ordained Feb. 26th, 
1752; in 1759 went to Holland, where he remained some time, 
and preached with acceptance, in German and French, at Haag 
and Amsterdam. Before he left Bern, be reoeived a certificate 
of ordination, being in good standing, Deo. 16th, 1759, signed 
hy Henrich Dysslj, En-Diaoonas. Mr. RothenbUhler arrived 
in England, and, Sept. 16th, 1760, prooared credentials in Lon- 
don, signed, Andreas Planta, pastor of tbe German Reformed 
ehuich, London ; Frans Ludwig de Bona, pastor of the Frenoh 
eburoh ; Peter de la Donaspe, of the same ohnroh ; Henriob 
Pnttman, pastor of the English and Dntoh chnioh ; Henrich 
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ton Hoemttede, of the aams ohurcb. Hs soon afterworda 
cams to Amerioa, and preached in the Oermftn Reformed ohurch 
in New York. While here, he received a call to Philadelphia, 
JqJj 30tb, 1TG2: thii call is signed by John Oamber, Johana 
Stillwagen, Bernhart Lauwersvjlen, Christopfa Gellan, William 
Clem-phr, aiders ; Casper Geyer, Adam Eokert, Philip Bdhm,' 
George Wack, Geo. Justus Jacob Sohreiner, Deacons, 

lite RcT. Mr. BotbeabUhler aooepted the call ; preached in. 
Philadelphia in the spring of 1763 ; made application to beoome 
a member of Ciitus ; was refused, bacanse of hia conduct. Cijtus 
says: "Das well Herr Pfarrer RothenbUbler so wohl in £u- 
ropa, als in New York, in seiuem Betragen strafbar gefunden," 
etc. (Miller's paper. No. 7^, July IStb, 1763.) It appears that 
he was an intemperate man. (See Ancient Landmarks, by Dr. 
Berg, p. 11.) 

In No. 84, Aug. 22d, it is written : " So hat er (B.) das Tau- 
fen deaselbigen Pred. Bohm in Pbila. ftlr nngUltig auBgeschrien." 
This whole matter, in Miller's paper, is in German. The same 
is found, in English, ia the "Pennsylvania Gazette" of 1763. 
No. 1800, Jan. 23d, 1763; No. 1801, Jan. 30th, 1763; No. 
1806, Aug. 1st, 1763 ; No. 1808, Aug. 18th, 1763. From the 
following letter, it would appear that the Bev. Mr. Bothenbilhler 
showed considerable activity. (From Sparks's Life and Writings 
of Benjamin Franklin, vol lii, p. 260.) 

Jb Jmaihan WiUiama. 

" Philadilfhu, 24Ui May, 1764. 
" Dear kinsman : 

" The bearer is the Revd. BIr. Bothenbaehler, miniEter of * 
new Oalvinist Oerman ohoreh lst«l7 erected in this city. Tho 
oongtegadon is hut poor at present, being many of them new- 
comers ; and, like other bnilders, deceived in their previons 
caloalations, they have distnesed themselves by the expense of 
their building; bnt, as they are on industrious, sober people, 
they will be able, in time, to afibrd that assistance to others 
which they now humbly crave for themselves. 

a eoniplmoas man dnrleg tbe Eevelo- 
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"His bnuDMS in Boston ia to petition the generoDS and clia< 
ritable, among his Preibytcrian brethran, for their kind bene- 
bcttons. As he will be & atronger in New fingland, and I know 
you Bfe ready to do everj good work, I take the freedom to re- 
commend him aad his baainws to your friendly advice and coan- 
tenanoe. The civilities you show him shall bo aoknowledged as 
done to your affeo(ionat« tmale, 

"B. Fkankum." 

For the abovo ftcts we are indebted to I. Daniel Bupp, Esq., 
of Hecfaanicsbarg, Pa. 

The Rev. Dr. Wejberg, in a letter dated Philadelphia, Deo 
14th, 1763, after speaking of the manger in which he (Weyberi;) 
was called to Philadelphin, and referring to the fact that Otter- 
bein, wbo had been called by the church, kept them in suflpense 
for a long time, says : " Dieaes langsame veraagem Helm Ot- 
terbeins, hatHr.Rothenbtlhlergelegenheitgegeben, eeinePartbei 
in Tergrtlseem, nod bauete nlsdann eine neue Kostbare Kircbe, 
In der HofTaung dns sich die alte gemeine wideiam mit der 
neuen vereinigen wUrde, und also die neu erbaate Kirche wider- 
Hm eine allgemeine Reformirto Kirche wUide, nnd dan Hr. Bo- 
tbenbllbler allein Prcdiger in der hiesigen gemeinde bliebe." [See 
the whole letter, transcribed in Dr. Mayer's MSS., vol. ii. pp. 
165, 167.) 

In the records of the ohorch of Philadelphia, there is a notice 
to this effect: "Ihe term of Rev. RolbenbUhler's life was 40 
years and 9 days. He was buried by Dr. Weyberg, August 9tb, 
1766, having died after he had lain Beveral days of malignant 
fever, ' His death,' saja the secretatj who makes the record, 
'left a deep impression upon me, and npon all bis acquiunt- 
anoes.' " Ha ia buried in Franklin Square, Philadelphia, the 
original Qerman- Reformed graveyard. 



KEV. JOHN ZUFAIL. 
Hb was pastor at Tulpefaocken from September I3tb, 1765, 
I sometime in the year 1769. "Notiiing good or bad ia 
lown of him." (BeT. Joel L. R«ber.) 
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REV. PITHAN. 



In 1769 Hr. Pithan wu eonditionall j recelTcd into Cdtoi, and 
loMted on trial in EMtoo, Dryland, " Blendfleld (Plalnflald) 
nnd Qrinltach." At the ssxt meeting, 1770, complaintg were 
tn«de againat him ; bat on his oonfesBiDg hia Tanlt, and pmmiBing 
to do better, he wa* permitted to preach in bis charge a while 
longer; which promise, if be did not falGI, the President of 
ClitDB was empowered to dissahe bis connection with the charge. 
He did not hold ont, and was, accordinglj, before one year, 
rejected hj hia charge, and eicladed from Ciitns. Complaint 
is sent in that he almost rained the congregations. His sin 
"consisted principally in drunkenness." There were "many 
member! in the Easton congregation who were well pleased 
with bim, and cared not how be lived. They formed a party, 
and kept Mr. Pithan as Uieic preacher, thus snpparting him in 
hia einfnl life 1 Besides the party in Easton, be also serrea 
another oongregntion, called Dryland; but the other two con- 
gregations aboTO named, as also the majority of the Easton 
congregation, would in no way hoTe anything more to do with 
Mr. Pitban." Ciitus sent a message to Dryland, that, if they 
should continne to meddle with Mx. Pithan, tbey sbonld thence- 
forth no more be regarded as a ohnreb belonging to CQtns. 
(Ciital Minutes, 1771. See also Dr. Mayer's MSa., vol. ii., 
pp. 17i 179, 185.) 

KEV. JOHN aEORGE WITNEE. 
Hi was a good man, but atSicted with melanoholy in sach a 
degree as to disqualify bim in a great measure for the dntiea of 
the holy office. . In 1769, complaints were Iironght agunst bim 
for negligence in bis office — a negligence which seems to have 
resnltol from his mental malady. CStaf appointed a committa« 
to inquire into the oase. This committee reported that it wm 
evident be oonld not accompliab any good where he then was — 
but the congregationa whioh he served are not named. Cdtoe 
then reoommended him to the oongregaliont of lf<»oeeter, Whit- 
pain, and ProTideiwe, " Geodns. howmr, tiul th^ will mt «aU 



dt, Google 



390 FAinSBS OF THE REFOBMED CHORCE. 

bim, beiMiise, on Bcooant of his melancliolj temperament, he 
IB daipiaed and bated of all men." (Mmutea, 17T0.) It would 
have been nearer light if they had pitied him I It does not 
appear that thia obarge called him. In the Statistical table for 
the same year, it is said: "Witner has neither place nor 
support." In 1771, CotuB leoommended him to the CODgrega- 
tiona of Upper Milford and Saltzbarg, prerioasly serTed by 
Bev. Leydicb. Rev. Blumer vraa reqaested to accompany bim 
thither, and commend bim to the people. (Minutes, 1771.) la 
1773, CQtua writes to the Fathers in Holland: "Eer. "VTitner 
Berrea hia coDgregations in auch a manner, that until now, no 
complaints have been made against bim. Hia former miserable 
condition in body and epirit resulted for the most part from his 
poverty. Since now this cause is mostly removed, there ia hope 
that he may be in a condition to serve to edification." (LeL to 
Hoi., 1773.) Ha was Beoretnry to Cotus in 1777. 
. There ia a letter extant, written by Mr. Witner to the congre- 
gation in Lancaster, offering hia servicea aa pastor. It is with- 
out data, but has internal roarka of belonging to the year 1775, 
It is written in a good spirit. (See original Documenta. A 
copy is found in Dr. Mayer's MS9., vol. ii., p. 96.) In the 
Minutes of 1781, it is said; "Rev. Witner died December 25, 
1779," He aeema to have remained in his former charge up to 
the time of his death. 



REV. BENEDICT SCHWOPE. 

Hb. Schwofb is first mentioned in the CStal Minntea of 1770, 
as preaching in the neighborhood of Baltimore — aa not being 
a member of Cfitua — as having been chained with creating 
strife ia the congregations of Mr. Faber, who also was no 
member of Clitns. These two irregular men applied to Cotos 
to have their differences adjudicated ; and in the hope of doing 
some good, Ootns appointed Eavde. Gross and Gobrooht to visit 
that region, and, if possible, restore order. Mr. Sohwope was 
at that time, also, an applicant before CQtus for examination and 
ordination ; which was promised bim, in case the committee, 
«pp(»nt«d to examine into the afiUra of that charge, should 
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report fafoniblj. Tha committee made a bvorablQ teport. 
(Letter to Holland, dated Deo. 7, 1770. Also Minntea. 1771.) 
He wsB direotad to be oTdaioed, and Bevda. Henop and Hendel 
appointed to attend to it (Minutes, 1771.) 



REV. JOHN DANIEL GROSS. 

Thb first notice of Mr. Qross ve can find, is on the Cotal 
Minutes of 1770. He was then a regolar member of Ciitus, and 
had charge of Northampton, Ailentown, Egypt, Jordan, and 
ScfalosBer's chnrch." In that same jear he accepted of a call 
to Saacon and Springfield. In the Minutes of 1T73, we find the 
following notice: "Rev. Gross, who, about a year ago, lefl his 
oongiegations In FenosjlTanio, and accepted a oall from New 
York, has sent a letter to this meeting of CUtus, jnstifyiog him- 
self in leaving hia congregations. Hie reaeoue for leaving bie 
Pennsjlvania congregatioos, according to bis letter, are: 1. Want 
of love*, stubborn conduct, and neglect on the part of his 
members in attending divine worship. 2. Unrighteousness on 
their part in withdrawing and keeping book from him bis 
salary." He still took a deep interest in the Pennsylvania 
churcbos. Dr. Hendel, jr., pnraued his studies with bim. (See 
a Letter from Mr. Gross to CQtus, May 1, 1792, transcribed in 
Dr. Mayer's MSS., vol. ii., p. 87. AIho see Minulaa, 1792. 



BEY. CHARLES LEWIS BOHME. 
Hb arrived in this country in the autnmn of 1770. Soon after 
his airiTal, in Feb., 1771, he was looated in the congregation at 
Lancaster on tri^ as suocessot to Dr. Hendel, with the nnder- 
atanding, that if no complaints were made against him, he 
should be permitted to continue there. At tbe olose of the first 
year the report vas favorable, and he was continued. He served 
that congregation till July, 1775. (See Minutes, 1771 and 1775. 
Also Records of Lancaster chnrch.) From Lancaster he went 
to Hanover, then called " M' Canister's," where he remained till 
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1781. (See MioDtet, 1781.) Tbenoe he went to Baltintore, and 
beoMoe pattor of the church there. Here, howerer, he sooa 
beoMne aaabU to perform the duties of his ofBe«, hsTmg for 
Hsverol yeEirs been sfflioted vitb epilepsj, whiob fearful diBease 
had now so incTeased on him, as to make it neoeasorj for him 
to retire from the actiTe duties of the ministry. Besides his 
afflictioD, he was poor 1 The ooDgragation in Baltimore, by 
direction of CUtae, supported him for one jear after he coald 
labor DO mor* for them. His case was •Jao laid before the 
Fathers in Holland, who sent an annual oontribution for his 
support (Ciital Minutes, 178ii.) He iras a man of ordinaij 
ednoation and abilities ; but, ae far as appears, a good man. It 
does not appear that he was anj relation of Rev. Mr. Biihme, 
ctf Montgomei; go., Pa., whose lib we have elsewhere given. 



REV. BOOS. 

In the Colol Minutes for the year 1771, mention is first mads 
of Mr. Boos — that be had been joyfully expected from Europe 
for several years — that he had now arriTed, but that Cotos felt 
dissppoioted, beaaose be brought no testimonials with him — 
that they declined, on that account, reoeiTing bim — that the 
congregation of Reading, however, anxioasly petitioned Oiitas 
that he might be given them as their pastor, because they bad 
been so long destitute — that some ministers together at Read- 
ing, SO far yielded to tbeir request, as to say be might preach 
for them a year, bat that they would not take the blame if all 
did not prove right — tJiat Mr. Boos oondooted himaatf well 
during the year, and CBtas permitted him to eoDtinua aaotbec 
year. (See Dr. Mayer's MSS., vol i., pp. 1B6, 167.) 

Id a letter from the officers of Cotns to the Fathers in Bollsnd, 
dated Northampton, Nov. 27, 1773, they say :" Mr. Boos, against 
whom yon so affectionately warn us, is not aoknowledged by 
CQtns as a member. But, inasmuch as Pennsylvania is a free 
country, we cannot drive him away from his amgregatiosa. 
(Idem., p. 215.) 
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' Id k letter from tha aeoretary of Ci>tas to tbe Fntbera, dated 
May, 1777, the highest prfuae is bestowed opon Mr. Boob : — 
that bis ooDgregatioa in Beading is in a most flaui-iBhiQg con- 
dition tbrODgh bis industry and zeal — tbat he is at this time a 
teamed and expert laborer in the Kingdom of Christ — that ha 
is beloved, not only in Reading, bnt by all the members of Cotns, 
They ask the Fathsrs with great earnestness to accept him as a 
regular minister. (See Br. Mayer's MS8., toI. ii., pp. 47, 48.) 
In the Minutes of 1782, it is said : " Mr. Boos has at length 
been compelled to leave the Reading church." In a letter fntta 
Holland, dated Amsterdam, April 13, 1791, reviewing the CUtol 
Hinutea of the year 1788, allusion is made to his having been 
refused admission into Ciitus, and mention ia made of bis 
behavior as "not having improved, but being continually bad." 
(See my col. of original Doouments.] He afterwards co&tinued 
OS an independent minister. There are many traditions about 
bim in Berks county. We foand it necessary to record this 
mnch as important to a proper understanding of the ecclesiastlcftl 
history of that part of Berks connty in which he labored. (See 
I^Ce of Dr. Stoj.) 



KEV. JOHN GABKIEL QBBHARD. 

The following facts pertaining to the lITe of this man bavo 
been kindly furnished at our request fay his son. Dr. P. Qebhard, 
of Philadelphia; and as he labored some time in the Oermaa 
Reformed Church, vre cheerfully give them a place in these 
annals. 

The Rev. John Gabriel Gebhard was born on the 2d of Feb. 
1750, at Waldorf in Germnny, He received his classical educa- 
tion at the University of Heidelberg, afterwards completed bis 
theological studies, and was licensed at Utrecht in Holland, in 
1771, soon after which he emigrated to this country, and for 
about three years officiated in the ministry of the German 
Reformed Church, having charge of Whitpain nnd Worcester 
congregations, in Montgomery county, Pennsylvania. 

In November, 1774, he was called to the city of New York, 
vbere he continued until it was invaded by tho British, when 
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he KBUiTed to Eingiton,' Ulit«T oonnty. Of three calls reoaived 
at tbia time, he aocepted one from Clavarack,' when he temained 
till the day of hia death. Thii aongregatiou had been in a 
most uniettled state for some years, caused by tiie ereotion of h 
new chnrcb.* Torn by oonteading factioni, they tefosad to 
anite eveD in the worsbip of Almighty Ood — some gAthering 
in th« dilapidated boildiag rused by tbeir anoetton — and 
othen in the new etmotars. At tbia nnbappyjanetare oam* 
the new Pa«to> with his youog wife* into their midst in 1776. 
IKstingaiabed for his asgacity, knowledge of human natnr*, 
{•radenoe, and Belf-«oDttol — he brought them ali to bear upon 
tiie work before him, and was made the instrnmeot of effscting 
what he BO much desired. 

Hia people being desirous that be should preach to tbem in 
the Low Dut«h, with which b« was unaoqaainted, he immediately 
eommeneed ita study — and with saeh nnwearied diligenoe, that 
In three mondis ho was able to give them his first sermon in 
that langiM^. After a time, hia ministrations ware oonduetad 
three aabbatha of the month in Low Catch, and ons sabbath 
iu German — occasionally, one of the former ginng ptaoe ta an 
fingliab sermon. 

The surrounding country being destitute of the means of 
worship, he likewise dispensed the word of Life in different 
TDcant chnrebes, supplying Squsmpawmock (now Ghent) onoe 
orarj two months, for five years — also Hillsdale, once every 
■even weeks, from 1T93 to 1814, and Taghkanie, four times » 
year, from 1777 to 1797. The German Camp ehureh, having 

' He wu Rilsrwardi reoalled Co the New York Putorate, but deolinad 
to retara. 

* The cfaueh at Ctavstaok Wu, at that tlma, aa iDdgpaadnlt Doteh 
Hfformed Chorah, that ia, havlag do ooaaaotlau «ith rilhet the Qarmaii 
or Dntdh Beformed OommBDloni, aod did ao( baooma aaited to Iha 
Beformed Datch Charah, aolil the adruiaed age of Bar. J. 0, Qebbard 
miLdB it Deosaiarj to have an assistant in his aiduons labors — nbsn on 
applicatioD heiDg msde to Uie Chnrcb foriucb aid — it bscoma ineorpo- 
rated into its organiutian. 

' Tbia cbaroh was bnllt under the aaiplaei of Benrf 1. Tan Betualasr, 



' Uiaa AnnB Maria Carvar, of Philadelphia. 
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been deprived of their paitor, "Rev. Mr, Cough, by death, be 
wrote to Germany, by request of the Consistory, for a succesaor, 
&ad HMisted ia fllliDg the vacant pulpit until the Brrlval of Mr. 
Shaffer. 

Ia the year 1777 be vas iDBtru mental in foundiDg the Waeb' 
ingtouian Institute of Clavernok,' a eamiiiary of leanuoi^ 
over which he was Principal, ia which all the bronohea of • 
claHsicol education were taught, and from which emanated some 
of the £rat men of our country, who aftorwardB filled the highest 
and most responsible offices ia the different depBrtmenta of the 
OoTsrnment There are many still living who remember their 
careful training in this insUtution, and who owe their position 
in life to its fostering oaie. Prior to this, Rev. J. Q. Gebhard 
instructed a class of young gentlemen in the languages. 

But, notwithstanding his ardaons duties, be never forgot his 
pastoral visitations. At that time, his congregation' being 
largely soattered over a sparsely populated district, it wna no 
slight task to reach them — besides, in the unsettled state of the 
country, bis life was much endangered by being obliged to pass 
through large sections, in whioh, not only the foreign enemy 
was secreted, but bands of Tories were committing depredations 
on every side. But, doubting not the Protecting power of Him 
who had assigned him his worlc, he went forth, strong in futb, 
" holding forth the word of Life," not only to his own, bat other 
Gongregntions — tboagbin the raging conflict the cheek blanched, 
and the heart beat wildly at the deeds of wrong and bloodshed. 

About this period, he was requested by the Consistory of 
Schoharie to preach for them — and though the village was 
sixty miles distant, and the roads rough, and almost impassable, 
he willingly endured the fatigue, inoident to so long a ride, and 
discoursed in the old stone ohorch, which still stands a monu- 
ment of our straggle for freedom — with its walls battered and 
pierced by the bullets of the enemy. 

And thus he labored, till his waning strength induoed his 
people to call the Rov. Kichord Sluyter as an assistant, which 

■ The HndEOo tUver IniUtute now ocmipiea ths luna lite. 
* Thwe are aow no leu than five eongregationi, beiidn Uis one itUl 
wonbipping at Claverack, whiih wets tb<n compriiied in tlu^ one. 
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relieved him greatly, as be afterwards only officiated ia the Low 
Batch lAsgaage. 

Bat the time oame vrhen he must die! Consumption, which 
hod long fastened itself upon hia frame, began to make rapid 
pro^jess, and bear bim to the tomb 1 The battle was fought — 
the victor was weary — and the armor was laid aside, that he 
might rest — and as that rest fell o'er bim, with the ebbing life 
■ud failing breath, the soul was strengthened for immortality — 
the dimmed vision ceased to regard earthly objects, but the eje 
of faith was fixed on the glories nnspoken, and so be passed 
swayl Angast 16, 1826, in the 77th year of his age, and th« 
54th of bis ministry. 

Kev. Doctor Wykoff*, then of Catskill, delivered an impressive 
disconrfie to the large concourse of people who had come to pay 
their lest respects to the memory of bim who had ministered to 
them for more than half a century. Their overflowing tears 
attested their attachment to one they loved as a father — who 
had smiled in their gladness, and helped 'to hear the burden of 
their sorrows. The members of the Classis of Hudson bore the 
remains of the pastor to the cemetery beside the charch, where 
he was laid to sleep among those be had served so faithfully. 

His devoted, exemplary wife survived him — but of his seven 
sons, fonr lawyers and three physicians, four remained, with one 
daughter, to soothe and comfort her remaining days.' 

One, now in the ministry, who was encouraged to enter it by 
Mr. Gebhard, thus writes of him: "He was always modest, 
dignified, courteous, and affable in his intercourse with others. 
He was eminently a man of peace, and in practice conformed 
to the exhortation, 'Let us follow after the things which make 
for peace, and things wherowithonemay edify another.' I cannot 
forbear to advert to one scene in which that venerable servant 
of God was an actor, and which is vividly impressed on my 
mind. It was the Sabbath, and the church hod come together 
to remember Christ in the ordinance of the Holy Sapper. Just 
ahont the time the elements were to be distributed, he came into 
the chorcb, it is believed for the last tjme. As he opened the 



* Sha nuvived him only about two yean. 



dt, Google 



UEKORIALS AND ANNALS. 397 

door, everj eje was directed toward him. His gait wai ercci; 
bat his connteDanae was wao, and ererj featare of it pointed 
him oat as a candidate for the tomb. He took hia seat in front 
of the polpit, and at the right of the table. And as be sat there 
GODtemplatiDg tbt scene before him, and doubtless anticipating, 
with confidenee and joy of heart, the iut!tb1 of the moment 
when he shonld be welcomed home to glory with the plaudit, 
' Well done, good and faithful Beirant,' the peace within was 
shadowed fortli in the heavenlj serenity which was depicted on 
bis brow. The seirioes proceeded. He ale of the bread, and 
drank of the wine, in remembrance of Chnst He arose in bis 
place, amidst silence like that of the grare, and delivered the 
Inst address whloh hs ever made at the communion table, or to 
the church to which he bad bo long ministered. He spoke in 
the Dutch language, with earnestness, ;eC with deliberation, 
and in a manner guob as became him, standing on the borders 
of etemitj. In the tones of his voice there was something 
sepnlohral. He seemed like one from the other world, who had 
jnst appeared to deliver a message from Ood, and retam. And 
when I looked on him, standing forth as the ambassador of 
Christy I remembered bow he had often said, 'I would rather 
wear out than mst out,' and saw the lamp of life then eridenily 
flickering in the socket. I experienced sensations which, for 
the time, were orerpowering, and cannot be described." 

The following is taken from an obituary notice, annonncing 
the decease of Rev. J. O. Qebhard. 

" His Tirtues were at onoe a source of private happiness, and 
an ornament and security to the social relations be sustained, 
preaching the doctrines of the Reformation, rightly dividing the 
word of truth, giving each bis portion of meat in due season. 
As a speaker be had life and enwgy, and was frequently pathetic, 
his style of preaohing was mostly didactic, addressed to the 
understanding, with a view to enlighten and eonvinoe. In his 
pastoral office as disciple of the 'Prince of Peace,' he was ever 
for the removal of diSerenoee, the reclaiming of wanderers, and 
conciliating the affections of bis people. As a Patriot of the 
Revolution, he was active and consistent: while others employed 
their talents in the Geld and cabinet, he added the vmght of hia 
Vol. n— 84 
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official character to maintain the rigbteoascess of the canK, and 
enlaTge the spirit of freedom ; nor, had necessity requited, ironld 
he have hesitated in enforcing vith hia arm what bod so entirelj 
gained the concmrence of his judgment. As tfaiongh life, eo in 
death, he rested in the righteousnetg of his BedMmsr'a merit, 
and left this world to meet » Saviont whom h« had ao often 
commended to others." 



BET. QEOBGE ADAM GTJETING: 
Mr. Gdetino woe prominentlj identified «itli the religioaa 
movement vhioh resulted in the sect of the "United Brethren 
in Christ," with which be fell in as early as 1772. His residanee 
was on the Antietam, Washington connty, Maryland. His name 
appears in the Minutes of Synod up to the year 1804, though 
generally among the absent and excused. At ths meeting of 
Sjnod in Reading, April 29th, 1804, "oompkints were preferred 
against Mr. Guetdng, on account of disorderly conduct." The 
question waa put : " Shall the matter in relation to Mr. Queting 
he postponed another year, and he be eamestl; admonished to 
abstain from his disorderly conduct T ot shall he, according to 
the proposition of Mr. Becker, be expelled from Synod, without 
any delajT After a lengthy discussion, in which reasons were 
assigned in favor of and against the propositions submitted, it 
was resolved that he be expelled from Synod. This reaolutjon 
was adopted, by a vote of twenty against seventeen. He can, 
however, at any time be restored, on giving evidence of true 
reformation." (Minutes, 1804.) Highly fanatical proceedings, 
on his part, ecem to have led to bis expulsion. He continued 
ministering in harmony with the Brethren till his death. He 
died, June 2Sth, 1812, aged 71 years, 4 months, and 22 days, 
on his return from a visit to Mr. Otterbein, in Baltimore, at the 
house of Mr. Snyder, aboat thirty miles from the city. Ho 
spent forty years in the ministry. Though wildly fanatical, 
and, as such, badly suited to be a leader of Ood's people, be 
seems to have been, personally, a good man. Some account of 
bim is given by the Bev. H. O. Spayth, in his History of the 
Ohuroh of United Brethren in Christ, Oirolevilk, Ohio, 1851, 
pp. 60, 130. 



dt, Google 



VEHOBIALB AND ANKAL8. 



REV. GEORGE WALLAUER. 

Hk waa the soooeMor of the Rev. Mr. Faber in the coBgrega- 
tioQ in Bftltimoie, in 1772, He came from Euiope in the wintei 
of 1771, but vitboot an; reoommendatioDa from the Fathers i 
in coneequenee of which CiituB did Dot reoeiTe him. In a letter 
from CiJtiu Ut the Fathers, Maj 2d, 1776, it ii eaid that he had 
left Baltimore. Of this minieter little ia known. Dr. Heiner 
■a78: "A deceaaed friend once told me that Mr. Wallauer, 
daring onr straggle for indepeDdence, left hie congregation, and 
joined the British arm;; but in what capacity was not recol- 
leeted." (Centenary Sermon, p. 19.) 



REV. JOHN WILtJAM INGOLD. 

Mb. IvooLD waa a European. Ho took charge of the oongrs- 
gationa of Whitpain and Worcester (or Skippach) in 1774, hav- 
ing juat come from Europe. He also preached at Boehm's 
church, from 1774 to 1775. He took charge here without hav- 
ing conaulted the Cijtus. Strife Brose between bim and the 
church in reference to bis aalar;, which they refnaed to pay, as 
stipulated. He left them at tbe end of the year, and went to 
SaucoQ, where he remained but a abort time, and then removed 
to £aston. Here, too, he fuled to give eatia&ction and win 
confidence; and, "Easton being a small congregation," they 
eould not support him. Next be went to Qoahenhoppen, and 
offered to preach for them, "taking aa salary whatever they 
might choose to give." The charge consisted of three congre- 
gationa : tbe two amaller accepted of hia offer, bat not without 
the protest of the minority. The third and largest. New Oosb- 
enhoppon, refaaed to leoeive him, and correctly inaiated that tbe 
whole cbargo muat agree before any congregationa can receive - 
bim. A great confusion ensued, which Cutus endeavored in 
vain to settle, through a committee ; Mr. Ingold opposing their 
offortc. (CiJtal Minutes, 1776, 1781.) Afterwards he laturned 
again to Easton, where he labored for neariy ten years, with 
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poor BuaoeM. la the UiouteB of 1790, it is said : " Mr. Ingold, 
who hfu not attended Ciftas for the Ust three jeftis, is again 
■baent ; and, on Moount of big evil couduot, he has been re- 
jected by his coogregstionH." After this bis oune disappears 
ftom the records of Ctttas. All noUcea of him in the CiJtal 
MinalM, and letters of oorrespondenoe with Holland, are un- 
favorable to his ebaraoter aa a minister. (Letters from Holland, 
pp. 5, 7.) Tradition oonSrms tbe tesUmoniea of the records. 



HEV. J. CHRISTOPHER FABER. 

This man is not to be confounded with tbe two Fabers, bther 
and son, who both died and are baried at Goehenhoppen. He 
came to thia eonntrj, on bis own Tesponsibtlitj, prerions to 1773, 
and preached for a time in B^timore. In 1774 be made appli- 
cation to CStas for membership, and was neeired. (Minutes, 
1774.) 



REV. JOHN H. WEIKEL. 

H>. Jonas Dzrwnxa, of Montgomery coan^, fbmisbes us 
with the following; Mr. Teike! was pastor of Boehm'e, and 
some other chnrches in Montgomery connty, from 177B to 1781. 
At the commencement of the Bevolntionary War, he preached 
A sermon from Eccl. iv. 13 : " Better is a poor and wise child, 
than an old and fooiish liing wbo will no more be admonished," 
This sermon so excited a great portion of the congregation, that 
the diBBatisfaction led at last to his resignation of the charge. 
HrWeikel resided, at the time, on the patronage &rni owned 
by tbe two congregations, Wents's and Boebm's. He was often 
eeen, after baring tamed hit horse into an enolosare in fh>nt 
of tbe bonse, firing pistols over his head, from the windows, for 
the parpose of training him to the fire, should bis serrices be 
needed in the war. His sympathies were warmly with the colo- 
nies dnring the strnggle for freedom. Nothing farther seems to 
be known of him. 
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REV. MR. TWIFOOT. 



"Ms. TwiTOOT, a oandidata in the Higb Church of Engltind, 
applied for ordinfttioii. Atu. Reaolred, that, in oonsideration 
of the cirQuiiiatanoe» in which America in general, and the Higb 
Church in particular, at present is, as also from love to the con- 
gregationa to which he now preaches, the re<jne»t of Mr. Twifoot 
shall be granted, ooder the following conditions: 1. Hb must 
submit ta another exuniaation ; 2. Ho must not only present to 
Ciitus written testimonials of his good behaviour, from ths oon- 
gregaliona which he aervea, but also a petition froii) Uient for his 
ordination, because the order of our Cbnreh requires this ; 3. 
If he has complied with all these conditions, and ordination is 
thereapon granted him, he must submit himself to the decisions 
of the Beveread Ciitm, (Ciital Minutes, Lanoaster, April 28tb, 
1779.) 



EBVDS. PERNISIUa, LORITZ, WILLY, AND 
VITBLIU8. 

The following letier from the lUv. John Jacob Eesaler, of 
Amsterdam, in Holland, to the Rev. Caaper Wejberg, in Phila- 
delphia, dated Sept. 23d, 1784, contains interesting information 
in regard to these four ministers. See a copy of it in Dr. 
Mayer's MSS., vol. ii. pp. 63, 64 ; from which we tranalate. 

"Yery Reverend, Learned, and eepeoially to be Honored Brother 
in Christ: 
" Having heard from your Reverend Ctitna that the same de- 
sires to have fbnr suitable men for the service of the Pennsylva- 
nia obarobea, we accordingly made the fact pnblic, and alee in 
other ways exerted ouraelvea to procure these four men. We 
have succeeded in finding the men. They are all from G^au- 
bUnden, and are all experienced in the sacred office ; two are 
pretty well up in years, but atill firm and strong ; two are in 
the prime of their lives. One of them is now coming over, and 
will bear tbia letter, namely, Potei Panl Peraisius. Two others 
34* 
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Are on their way bitber since the 6ch of last month, and wilt 
looD follow, whose DuneB an LoriU &nd ViUj. The foarth, 
BcT. Titdius, will perhaps follow somewhat later; we oaunet 
u 5et fix the time. Through the two brethren, Loriti and 
Willy, we will write to the CdtoB more at lengtii. At present, 
I commend especially Hr. Fernisius to your RevNence and the 
whole Ciitas, hoping that a f;ood oongregatioo, in which be may 
be adequately sapported, may be procared for him. In hie call, 
the ReTerend Deputies of the Synod of Holland bav* dirsoted 
the coD)^gatioDS which receive him as their pastor, to assist 
him with a contribution when he arriTes among them. I also 
beg that this may be done, since the good man has two dangbtera 
with him, and was compelled here to wait a long time on hia 
brethren, which has increased his expenses; and yet he is forced 
to eater upon hia voyage without bis oompanioira. Trae, we 
have, OD this account, alao given him soraething more than I 
recollect ever to have been giren to a minister departing for 
FenDsylvania, though I have been in this i^immission for thirty 
years. Still, even all this will not be soffieient to meet his ne~ 
ceasary wants, and we cannot do more, because we have yet to 
send three others a^er him ; hence, il will be well if he can be 
appointed to some good congregation, which in the beginning 
will come to bis aisistance with a free-irill offering, according 
to their ability. May Ood give him a happy and fortunate pas- 
nge, and grant that he may meet your Reverence, and all the 
Sereiend members of Ciitas, in health and peace, and bless both 
yonr and his labors greatly to the good of the Pennsylvania 
diraiobeel With this wish I am your Reverenoft's 
" Humblest servnnt, 

" JoBw Jacob Kusux. 
"Claasis Amsterd, Deput. ad res Pennsylvanicat." 
We find, from another letter from the Rev. Hr. Kessler to the 
Rev. Mr. Weyberg, dated October 5th, 1784, that Revds. Willy 
and Iioritx arrived at Amsterdam before Hr. Femisins railed, 
and the three afterwards came together in the rame ship. Hr. 
Kesslet adds: "We commend the two brethren, Loriti and 
Willy, to the Reverend Cijtus, hoping that good charges msy be 
fumisbed them i and,<ff it U poatlble, wa liope they will not b» 
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loeatod for apart, so that, being in a atrange land, thej may 
have fellowship irith one aaother. Furthennore, we wish for 
their lafe htitbI among jon, 1]7<:>ad'B bleBBinf;, and for their 
exteniiTe ve^alneM in the kingdom of Jeina Christ in Penn- 
■jlvaaia." 

In regard to these miDisters, ire find the following : 

1. REV. PAUL PETER PERNISIUS.— We find that he was 
the first to offer himself for the Pennsjlronia service, and was 
the means of inducing the other three to come with him. (Let. 
from Hoi., p. 15.) In the Minut«s of CStuB, held in Reading, 
April 27th, 1785, it is said: "Mr. Parnisins wtis directed hj 
Cijtas to take charge of the congregations on the other side of 
the Lehigh." This charge was composed of the churches in 
"Allen, Leefaa, and Moor township." [CStal Miootes, 1785.) 
He went dlreetly from CtStos to his field of labor. He, however, 
sadlj disappointed expeotations. In a letter from Holland, dated 
Ajml 13tb, 1791, reviewing the CStal Acts of I7S8, the; approve 
"the pDblic eielasion of sneh a wicked and hardened man." 
They regret that thej were so "sadlj deoeired by him," and 
dedare their intention to have nothing farther to do with him, 
"but commend him to God, who is able to disentangle him from 
the bonds of the devil, wherein be is still so evidently kept." 
(See my Coll. of original MSS.) 

2. RET. RERNHARD F. WILLY.— See bis Ufe elsewhere 

in this work. 

8. RET. ANDREW LOBITZ.— We find, in the CHtal Minutes 
of 1785, that Hr. Loriti wra located at Tulpehockeo: "The 
oongregationfl in Tnlpehooken, Swatara, and Heidelberg, asked 
for the aoceptanoe Mid confirmation of their call to Rev. Loriti." 
(Ciital Minutes, 1785-) He was directed to serve, at the same 
time, as a supply, the oongregatlons of Lebanon and the Hill 
ohuroh, vacated by (he Bev. Mr. Ronkel, till they can be pro- 
vided with a regular minister. (CSt^ Minutes, 17SS.) Having 
labored in this field about a year, he found that bis Swiss dialect 
was nniateliigible to the people — of which the Fathers had en- 
tertained fears : see Letters from Holland, p. 15 ~ and that he 
could not raise the ueaits to bring his family from Switierland ; 
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wbicli two reasons indaced him to letum to bis native land. 
CtStus consented to his letaraing, and gave him testimonials 
very honoiable to him as a man and a miniater. (See a copj ia 
Dr. Mayer's MSS., vol. ii. p. 71.) It is dated at Weissenberg 
township, Northampton countj, March 26tb, 1786, and aignad 
by Job. Heinrich Helflrioh, Secretary of Cotoa. 

4. Of HEV. VITELIUS nothing farther appears. Perhaps 
he never came to this country. 



REV. LUDWIG CHITABA. 

" Mr. Chitaea, formerly an Augnstinian monk, appeared 
before the Beverend Cotns, with the request that ho -might be 
promoted to the Bervics of the Church. Since Mr. Cbitara 
presents the best testimonials, and has vithal true and noblo 
motives, it was thought necessary to assist bim in every way. 
To this eod, it was resolved that he shall remain for some time 
with some minister, who shall instruct him in those things re- 
quisite for a minister to know, in order that he may be the bet- 
ter prepared to render service to the Church." . Dr. Hendel, of 
Lancaster, took upon himself the duty of his instruction. (Ciital 
Minutes, Reading, April 27th, 1785, Art.VIlI.) 

When this item was communicated to the Fathers in Holland, 
they reply, nuder date Amsterdam, April 8th, 1786: "Concern- 
ing Article VIII., we are obliged to say, for the Deputies and 
for ourselves, that, for very weighty reasons, we cannot approve 
of the ordination of the man, formerly a mgnk, Chitara. Wft 
thick too much of the Pennsylvania chnrches to agree to this. 
We remind you that we indeed have onoo recommended him for 
a school-teacher, or some other convenient post^ bub never for 
the public office of a teacher of religion — to which he is not fit, 
and not called," (Letters from Holland, p. 22.) In a letter, ia 
Dutch, reviewing the Acts of Ciitus of 1788, dated Amsterdam, 
AprU 13th, 1791, the Fathers say: "If Mr. Chitara, mentioned 
in Art. III., is fit for the work of the miuistry, we may permit 
that he be ordained." (See original letter in my colleotioa o£ 
MSS.) 
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At oar teqneat, tbe Rev. Oeorge Wacli, in a letter dated 
Centra Square, Hontgomery oouotj, Pa., July 6tb, 1854, com- 
mnnicated to ne the following, in relation to Chitara : " I will 
now give 70n a short history of the Rev. Chitara, at first a 
Roman mouk, who left Europe and the Bomiah Church about 
1785, tamed Protestant, applied to Rev. Wejberg, in Fbila., 
and was reoommended by him to the CiJtQB. He wu stationed 
in New Jersey, Sassex ooantj, at Knawltown and Eatdwiok 
churches, 1787; remained about fonr or Stb years there; in the 
meantime married a very tall woman, himself being nearly 
seven feet in height. His wife died, leaving him one son, who 
is still liting. About six or eight weeks after tbe death of bis 
wife, he also died. These oongregations were supplied for a 
time by KeTds. C. Wack, John J. Wack, and myself, until EeT. 
Jacob Sean was ordained, and stationed there. He preached 
English and German ; bat, after three or four years, removed 
to the charge in Baoks oonn^, Tobicken, Springfield, and Indian 
Creek, and was very much beloved by the membership of said 
charge." 



REV. PHILIP STOCK. 

Mb. Stock came to this oountry ^m Duieburg, Germany, aa 
a young man, "with good aoademic testimonials," in the year 
1789. In the Ctital Minates of June, 1790, it is mentioned that 
he had, " the last balf year, served tbe oongregation in Tork- 
town," and that they had applied for bis ordination. Cotus 
examined turn ; and, not having tbe right to ordain, he was 
recommended to the Fathers in Holland, "by a majority of 

He was not long at York. We find that he succeeded tbe 
Rev. John C. Faber, in Chambersburg, who resigned there in 
1789. He is spoken of as sacoessful in bis ministry in that 
congregation. (History of tbe Qernian Reformed Church at 
Chanibenbnig, by Rev. W. Wilson Bonnel, A.M., 1844. 
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REV. ANDREW LENTZ.' 

Hb was a Swiss. About the jeax 1TS9 he commenced pieach 
ing and minUtering in a vide field, embracing a large part of 
both Carolinaa, from Orange oonntj, in North Carolina, to 
beyond the Tirer Sslada, in South Carolina — a distance of 
nearlj 250 miles. He \e said to have been a man of muoh 
ability aa a preacher. Ha iraa £ealon« in his work, and much 
success crowned his labors. Ho was active in the mioistrj up 
to the time of his death, vhich occurred in 1812. His death 
left the coDgregBtions in that region, which he had served so 
long and so faithfully, for a length of time without any regular 
minis tratioDS. (West. Miss., March 15tb, 18S4.) 



EEV. JACOB SENN, 

Mb. Sbnn pursued his literary studies, preparatory to the 
ministry, in the Univeraity of Pennsylvania. He was orduned 
Sept. 23d, 1795, together with Thomas Pomp and George Waclc, 
in the Indianfield church. He first labored five yeara in New- 
town, Stillwater, Eusseitown, Sussex county, N. J. He was 
married, Sept. 19th, 1798, to Elisnbeth Marvel. In 1800 be 
received and accepted a call from the Tobicken charge, consti- 
tuted of Tohioken, Indianfield, and Trumbaur's ohiiTch (now 
Charlestown). Ee remiuned here till his death, January 28th, 
1818. His age was 42 years and 8 months. He is buried in 
the Indian Creek grave jaid. 



REV. JOHN JACOB WACK. 

John Jacob Wack, son of John George, and brother of the 
Rev. Casper Wack, studied theology with the latter, while pas- 
tor in Oerman Valley, N. J. He was settled as pastor over two 
' L D. Bnpp thinks it iboDld be Lorits. 
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or or more oongiegaliona in the township of Amwell, Hunter- 
doD'Coaot;, N. J., where he labored a, Qumber of years, perhaps 
six or eight. Thence he removed to the Mohawk country, took 
charge of the ohurchee of Fort Plain and Stone Arabia, and 
preached there a loDg time, with great success. These cbnrcbee, 
&t that time, were Oerman Reformed; but, like all the others 
in that region, and others in other parts, had both ceased to bo 
represented in the ecclesiastical judicatories of the Qerman Re- 
formed denCMnination, and been neglected b; it ; and, by this 
kind of dsfenlt, eTentnally became absorbed in the Low Dutch 
Synod, and tbeir pastor along ^th them. His residence was 
on the beautiful eminence behind the viilage of Fort Plain, and 
iramediatelj on the west bank of the Mohawk, When quite 
advanced in life, he remoTed to Stone Arabia, nine miles east 
of Fort Plain ; and, from this point to the time of his death, 
stilt served two other churches — one four, the other fourteen, 
miles distant Irom his Tesidence. Neither of these churches, 
however, nor he bimself, now stood in any eooleaiastioal rela- 
tion, but were all entirely independent in their position, but 
orthodox in their faith, according to the Calvinistic Reformed 
system. What led him into this attitude, and to bis separation 
from his former charge, was his protracted absence from bis 
people, as chaplain to the American forces on the northern 
frontier, in the war of 1812-14, and the dilapidation and con- 
fusion of alTairs which neoessarily resulted in the congregations. 
Mr.Waok was a man of oommandicg personal appearance, 
rather above the ordinary stature, and proportionally heavy and 
full in bis corporal development. His eye and countenance were 
expressive of a certain ondauntedness of character, mingled wilh 
much vivacity and humor ; and when he opened his mouth to 
speak, you were not disappointed in these indications. He was 
a ready and fluent speaker in German, and equally so in the 
English language. Prompt and decided in action, he once gave 
a singular illustration both of these qualities and of his influ- 
ence as a preacher. It occurred during his chaplaincy In the 
army of the north, and must have been accompanied with some 
knowledge of military matters. The soldiers were always 
brought into position for prayers, by their officers, by a par» 
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ticulftr course of evolutioaa aod maoceuTTei, the Bama tu ta any 
other duty. A spirit of disaffecUon, howeTer, to the worBhlp 
of their Maker, had upon oae occasion seised their spirits ; aod, 
upon the attempt of their officers to mauoaavre them into posi- 
tion for the duty, tbej poaitivelj rebelled. Some were -willing, 
but the m^oritj were not The chaplun prooMdcd, as nsoal, 
to th« spot where he bad been wont to perform bis office, bat, 
to bis surprise, foand no soldiers on the gnnind, hot only the 
oomnftodiog officer. On iaqniriag of him whj the men were 
Dot in place for prajer, be was told that thej had bewme oTerse 
U> the serrioa; that be bad endeavored to rail; them, as nsiial, 
bat could not control them. " Delegate joav authority to me, 
for this occasion," said the chaplain. "I am agreed," said the 
offioer;BDd, taking the swordfrom the officer's hand, the preacher 
marched out to their quarters ; harangued, in a few words, tlie 
soldiers on their detelicUon of dut; ; gave the word of com- 
mand ; drilled them through the usual form ; brought them 
into position; and then prayed for them more fervently than 
usual. (Letter from the Rot. Charles P. Wack.) 
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